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Sadler's 


ew ee 


With 5006 in 9-Wk. American Stay AFPEATS |7Sf 


Sadler's Wells Ballet of London, + 


winding up a North American tour 
in Montreal Sunday (11), will have 
racked up around $500,000, with- 
out tax, for its nine-week stay. Fig 
ure is an all-time ballet record, 
anywhere, and represents one of 
the greatest triumphs any visiting 
theatrical aggregation has scored 
in the New World. In the world 
of the dance, it has seen nothing 
approximate 

Actually. the gross for the nine 
weeks will be $487,800 without 
tax (or about $610,000 tax includ 
ed). The dance troupe grossed 
$254,000 in its four-week stay at 
the Met Opera House, N. Y., and 
will add another $233,800 for the 
five weeks on tour. In Toronto, 
for instance, where three rows of 
seats had to be removed at the 
Royal Alexandra to accommodate 
an orchestra, Sadler's broke all 
records in the theatre's 42-year his- 
tory 

What is more amazing is the fact 
that probably as much more money 
as was grossed, had to be returned 
in unfilled mail orders. In N. Y. 
the Suvi Hurok management stopped 
accepting mail orders after the 
second of the four-week run, and 
cut out all ads of Sadler’s in the 
dailies. Toronto returned $74,000 
in mail orders, and other cities had 
to do similarly. 

Troupe, in addition to its 254G 
take in N. Y., grossed $23,000 in 
three performances in Washington; 


(Continued on page 61) 


Dodgers Doubling Into 
Basketball as B’klyn 


Paramount Stage Lure 


Brooklyn Paramount is turning 
itself into a sports arena on Mon- 
day nights in a boost for business 
in that normaliy off-period. The 
first-run deluxer in the homeland 
of Dem Bums will feature a series 
of weekly basketball games on 
the theatre's stage with — six 
Dodger baseball players as a home 
team. Series has already been set 
by Robert M. Weitman, Par’s 
southern division cuief, who also 
supervises both the N. Y. and 
Brooklyn Paramount theatres. 


In addition to the full basket- 
ball game, Weitman plans to con- 
tinue the theatre's regular bill of 
two features. Switching from the 
diamond to the basketball court 
are Ralph Branca, Don Newcombe, 
Gil Hodges, Eddie Miksis, Gene 
Hermanski and Roy Campanella. 

First game is scheduled for Dec. 
19. No boost in admission rates Is 
planned. 





'drocles and The Lion” 





(A)lways (B)e (C)autious 


ABC network has been dropping 
the ABC from its customary iden- 
tification, “This Is ABC the 
American Broadcasting Co.,”’ fol- 
lowing its cross-the-board Philip 
Morris airers. 

The reason, simple as ABC, Is 
that the three innocent-sounding 
letters suggest the rival ciggie out- 
fit’s slogan, “Always Buy Chester- 
fieid.”’ 


‘Hopalong’ GBS, 
They Il Call Him 


George Bernard Shaw will get 
the writing credit on a hoss opera 
to be produced by Gabriel Pascal 
The film will be based on a 30- 
year old novelette, “Blanco Pos- 


,net.” which Shaw wrote following 


a trip through Texas and Arizona. 
Shaw, who has been a stickler for 
accuracy in the translation of his 
plays into films, has given his 
okay for Laurence Stallings to do 


a freehand screenpiay of the work. 
Pascal plans to turn out the film 


on a modest budget totalling 
around $350,000. Following 
“Blanco Posnet,.” the producer 
plans to roll with G. B. S. “An- 


in Septem- 
ber with the Mexican comedian, 
Cantinflas, in the lead role. Pascal 
will shoot both pix in Mexico City, 
where he's currently trying to 
raise coin to complete the financ- 
ing of the productions. 


Bob Hope Nixes 2006 
Guarantee by Hamid 
To Tour Own Show 


Bob Hope has turned down an 
offer of a minimum $200,000 in 
guarantees for a 35-date tour of 
fairs during July and August next 
year Bid was made by George 
Hamid. fair booker and operator 
of the Steel Pier and Million Dol- 
lar Pier, Atlantic City. 

Hope rejected Hamid'’s guaran- 
tee because he intends resuming 
his own presentation of a package 
show in arenas, ballparks, etc., dur- 
ing the same period, a type of 
work at which he grossed over 
$600,000 on one jaunt last summer. 
Associated Booking Corp. will han- 
die him on the next tour. 
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By GEORGE ROSEN 


The era of the smalltime sponsor 


in television is already beginning 
to fade. Thus history is repeat- 
ing itself. Just as, over the past 
couple of decades, the mounting 
time, talent and production costs 
for coast-to-coast radio program- 
ming forced the medium-sized and 
small bankrollers to beat a hasty 
retreat as the industrial giants 


moved in, so, too. in TV, it’s be- 
coming “a rich client's luxury.” 
Even as the Procter & Gambles, 
the Lever’ Bros the General 
Foods, etc., dispossessed the less 
lucrative sponsor of radio shows, 
the TV reprise is already manifest- 
ing itself Along with the P & G's, 
the Levers, and the cigaret com- 
panies, such well-heeled manufac- 
turers as the automotives will dom- 
inate the network TV sponsorship 
picture 
What 
(Continued on page 63) 


Radio Liteon in 
TV Homes on Upbeat, 
Philly Survey Shows 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6 

Radio listening in television 
homes is definitely on the upbeat, 
particularly among families own- 
ing their video sets six months or 
longer, it was indicated here today 
‘Tues.’ by Albert E. Sindlinger. 
prez of Radox Corp., indie rating 
service He disclosed figures de- 
rived from a sample of Philadel- 
phia video setowners to prove that 
radio. far from being doomed with 
the advent of TV. will still attract 
the setowners for programs they 
want to listen to 

Radio listening in TV homes be- 
tween 5 and 7 p.m. daily now aver- 
ages 20°, as compared to a vir- 
tual zero rating six months ago. In 
addition, the average rating on 
Walter Winchell’s ABC radio show 


went for radio and the 


has been 38 during the last four 
weeks, as compared to zero last 
spring Immediately after the 


(Continued on page 63) 


Buddy Rogers’ Par Date; 
Still Holds B’way Record 


Buddy Rogers. who still holds 
the boxoffice record at the Broad 
way Paramount that he set in 1931, 
has been inked to headline the 
stage show there either the last 
week in January or the first week 
in February It will mark his first 
appearance at the house since the 
earlier date, when the Par putied 
over $98,000 for his first week. In 
addition to that being the height of 
the depression, the b.o. seale was 
considerably lower then 

Rogers now headlines a daytime 
radio show aired Mondays through 
Fridays via ABC, and is scheduled 
to kick off his own television pro- 
gram early next year. 
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i HICTARY \ Hwood Paid $785.000 for Bway Plays 


In 49 Compared to $4,000,000 in ’47-'48 





Royal Pullman as Pawn 


Vienna, Nov. 29 


The private railroad ‘sleeper 
and dining) cars of Emperor Fran- 
cis Joseph of Austria-Hungary 
(1848-1916) are now being used 
as film theatres in small villages 
in Rumania, it was learned here 

The outfit was confiscated by 


Hungary in 1919, later taken by 


the Rumanians and used until a 
short time ago by the Rumanian 
Minister. 


Camel Cig Coin 
Into Fla. Circuit 


Miami, Dec. 6 

Tobacco money of the R. J. Rey- 
nolds (‘Camels’) family, amounting 
to many millions of dollars, will be 
thrown into the film business next 
year via the creation of a giant 
Florida chain of theatres, accord- 
ing to reliable reports here. The 
Reynolds syndicate is planning con- 
struction of a string of new thea- 
tres to blanket the state. It will 
be the first time that the Reynolds 
interests will have invested in the 
film industry. 

Understood that first-run thea- 
tres are being blueprinted for 
Miami, St. Petersburg, Jackson- 
ville, Orlando, Palm Beach, Tampa 
St. Augustine and Daytona. In all 
of these towns the Reynolds inter- 
ests own large business properties 
suitable for the construction of de 
luxe, big-seat houses. 

The reports here have it that the 
enterprise will get started early in 
1950 Because of the property 
holdings of the tobaeco clan, the 
theatres are said to be mapped for 
important central locations in each 
situation It is understood that a 
film biggie is acting as adviser for 
the group in its construction plans 
but his identity Is béing kept under 
blankets 


——=> 


soloing it. 


Hollywood's continued coolness 
to the high prices and poor pay- 
off of Broadway play filmizations 


is evident in the comparatively 
small coin that legiters have gar- 
nered from picture companies dur- 
ing the year about to end. Studios 
acquired screen rights to only five 
stage properties for a total expen- 
diture of a comparatively meager 
$785,000 plus percentages 

The sum is the lowest that 
Broadway has culled from Holly 
wood's formerly green pastures in 
years. It compares with figures of 
up to $4,000,000 plus percentages 
paid out during the ‘47-48 sea- 
son 

4 combination of factors is ree 
sponsible for the great decline 
One of these is the decrease during 
the year in the number of plays 
produced, plus the fact that fewer 
than usual have been able to make 
the commercial grade and stick 
around. 

With the pressure on in Holly- 

(Continued on ee 22) 


‘Crunt & Groaz’ —— 
As Berle Video Rival On 
CBS-TV Tues. Agenda 


CBS believes it’s got the answer 
to Tuesday night 8 to 9 on tele- 
vision as competition for the top 
Hooperated Milton Berle show. 

Negotiations are now under way 
for a weekly pickup of wrestling 
matches from St. Nicholas Arena, 
N. ¥ However, sharing equal 
spotlight and camera attention 
will be Abe Burrows at the ring- 
side doing the commentary 

Columbia is convinced that the 
Burrows’ kidding-on-the-level par- 
lay with the grappling matches 
will bring the unpredictable TV 
qualities to help offset the “Texaco 
Star Theatre” audience pull 

For a while CBS was consider- 
ing usin’ an exper: alongside of 
Burrows for a two-way serio-comic 
running commentary, but the web 
has decided in favor of Burrows 
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Presents 


The Hour of Charm 
All Girl Orchestra and (Choir 


Under the Direction of 
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GAR (Grand Army of Reporters) 


Salutes Dean of Drama Critics 





By JACK LAIT + 
A tribute of aa SS Sullavan Mulls Plays 


mental expression was paid at the 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
meeting in the LaSalle hotel, Chi- 


Margaret Sullavan is enroute to 


cago. Saturday night (3) when the , 

Chicago Press Veterans Associa- her home in Greenwich, Conn., 
tion. an organization limited to Sti!! mulling a suitable vehicle for 
men who served in editorial ca- Broadway this winter. She has six 
pacities there at least 20 years ago. pjay offers 

gave honor to Ashton Stevens, the MI Si) . . . wim ff 
critic cf the, Herald-American Miss Sullavan returns here In 
Pe er SN ae ‘ the summer, under a Columbia pact 

Many vho were present have which calls for five pix, one an- 

worked with him since he came pyaliy. She just finished her first, 
to Chicago from San Francisco in «No Sad Songs For Me.” 

1910. then already a reporter, re . 

viewer and commentator of na 

tional recognition. Stevens is prob- NOEL COWARD IN US 
ably that disputed figure, the Ve 
“dean” of American theatrical 

journalism. The dwindling  im- WITH FLOCK OF PLANS 


portance of Chicago as a legitimate 


Noel Coward, who just com- 


center has not dimmed his status. 2 
for he remains a leader of national pleted “The Astonished Heart” for 
opinion on matters of the stage J. Arthur Rank. arrived in New 
| ic ag , . 
“- is still active 52 weeks in the y,.. y\jondav (5) en route to his 
ear 
= —— . home in Jamaica, B. W. I. He plans 
Charle.. C. Collins, Chicago Trib- ' , , te 
une paragrapher, as president of “* week's stay In town and expects 
the Press Veterans, read a few of to return next February for the 
thousands of telegrams received, film's N. Y. preem. Playwright- 
including a 600-word intimate ,.io- authored “Heart's” screen- 
blessing and greeting from Wil 


jiam Randolph Hearst: sentiments P!ay from his short play of the same 


of respect and good wishes from name. originally done in 1936 as 
George Jean Nathan, Lindsay & part of “Tonight at 8:30.” 
Crouse. the New York Critics Cit 4 Sydney Box-Gainsborough 
cle by John Chapman, president: pd +9 
and many oldtimers who have soft Production, Heart” was made at 
hearts for Stevens. Rank’s Pinewood studios and stars 
His own talk, among his tears, Coward, Celia Johnson and Mar- 
was a plea for closer and more ret Leighton It's tentatively 
frequent get-togethers of newspa- slated to bow at the Park Ave 
permen, who, he feels, have acom- N.Y with Universal handling 
mon equation and yet are less gre- U. S. distribution. Touching on his 
garious than are the groups who stage activities, Coward revealed 
have no psychological union of in- that he’s completed a musical, 
terests. Stevens, though he has for untitled as yet, which tours Bri- 


at least a half-century devoted him- tain’s provinces next April prior to 


self to writing about the theatre. a London opening. Pat Kirkwood 
is by tradition and original im- will head the cast, H. M. Tennent, 
pulse an all-around newspaperman. Lid. is presenting. 

who covered sports and general \s for his “South Sea Bubble.” 
assignments and feels a close fel- Coward disclosed that this comedy 
Jowship with all members of the j¢ «til! in an indefinite state at the 


craft moment. Whether the play opens 


this season depends upon whether 
Gertrude Lawrence is free to 


\mong the other speakers were 
Dick Finnegan. editor of the Chi 


cago Sun-Times; Lou Merrill, a assume the lead. At present she’s 
former vaudeville reporter; and in Hollywood making “The Glass 
Continued on page 61) Menagerie” for Warners. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 
Who has created more successful 
ingenious originalities than any 


other comedian in show business. 


Cosmne’s Cardinal’ 
Pix Priced at 2006 


First company that offers 
than $200,000 will get screen rights 
to “The Cardinal.” Henry Morton 
Robinson varn now being serial- 
ized in Cosmopolitan, it was re- 
ported in New York this week. The 
200G figure was said to have been 
placed on the story, in which vir- 
tually all the major companies 
have shown an interest, by Robin- 
son's agent, Alan Collins, of Cur- 
tis Brown. 

No offer will be accepted, it is 
understood, however, until the ex- 
panded version of the fictionalized 
life story of an American cardinal 
is published in book form by 
Simon & Schuster next spring. At 
that time, Collins said, galleys will 
be sent to all studios. 

Yarn, which is an_  eight-part 
serialization, has caused consider- 
able comment. While definitely 
pro-Catholic, it has brought criti- 
cism from some members of the 
church being too revealing of 
its inner workings. Robinson is a 
former Reader's Digest editor. 








aaaSee 


as 


Names Participate 
In World Government 
Show; Repeat Slated 


World government show present- 
ed Sunday night (4) by United 
World Federalists, Inc., at the Cor- 
onet theatre, N. Y., will probably 
be repeated in a few weeks. Af- 
fair proved a memorable experi- 
ence for the invited audience of 
authors, dramatists, scriptwriters, 
editors, columnists and broadcast- 
ers, and has already begun to pay 
off in press and radio comment on 
the world government theme. 

Among the names appearing in 
the show, all without advance bill- 
ing. were Oscar Hammerstein IT. 
Robert E. Sherwood, Marian An- 


‘Continued on page 24) 





Bill Goetz Undecided If 
To Go for That ‘Van Gogh’ 


; Universal production exec Wil- 
liam F. Goetz is undecided wheth- 
er to accept the return of his ea- 
tire investment in the disputed 
Van Gogh painting, “Study By 
Candlelight,” or continue the fight 
to prove it authentic, it was re- 
ported in New York this week. 
Goetz has been offered the return 
of his original purchase price. the 
cost of importing the painting and 
his expense in having experts view 
it for authenticity. Almost $75,000 
is involved 

Jury named by the head of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York called the picture a 
phoney last week, although other 
Van Gogh experts insist it is the 
mecoy. Goetz is said to have “de 
veloped an affection” for the por 
trait and faith that over a period 
of the next 10 or 20 years a body 
of opinion will build up to prove 
iis authenticity, Which makes him 
dubious shout scecepting his money 
back 


$50,000 Interfaith Endowment 

Film attorney Arnold Grant last 
week made a gift of $50.000 to his 
alma mater Syracuse University 

it is going toward the erection of 
an interfaith student union build- 
ing. 





Comedy Cycle Due for a Change 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


| Every 10 years or so, jokes become ashamed of themselves and 
slowly retire to the gag files from which they will emerge in another 10 
years ‘sooner if there is an emergency) practically rejuvenated. The 
rest does them good and certainly helps to refresh audiences. 

Tides are controlled by the moon, and jokes are joka by the 











ears! When the.ears get tired of listening to stale jo he tide of 
dollars that flows into comedians’ bank accounts gets low’ And so the 
‘comics look around for new material, new angles of delivery and a 
fresher approach. A few emerge as topnotch funmfakers. This has 
been going on for years. Sometimes the boll-weevli of no talent cuts 
the crop down. 

The majority of our younger comics today are mimics and imitators, 
most of the time imitating each other. It seems that everybody 
doing Milton Rerle and Milton Berle ic doing eyervhody! The: - 
copy each other’s gestures and so we have most of the comics without 
any individuality; everyone reminds you of someone else. The old 
established comedians, besides talent. had definite personalities. Bobby 
Clark, Harry Watson, Jr.. Leon Errol. Ed Wynn, Eddie Cantor, Bert 
Williams, Roger Imhef, Jim Barton. Smith & Dale, Groucho Marx, Jack 
Pearl. Walter Catlett, Fred Allen. Bert Lahr, Joe E. Brown, Joe Caw- 
thorne, McIntyre & Heath, Victor Moore. Jimmy Savo were all different 
laugh-getters. Of the newer comics of the past 10 years a few have 
stepped out and have established themselves as definite personalities. 
They did this through fresh material, style and talent. Abe Burrows, 
Henry Morgan, Jackie Miles, Danny Thomas, Sid Caesar, Harvey Stone, 
Frank Fontaine, Billy Vine, Garry Moore, Jerry Lester and Martin & 
Lewis are a few who have done this 

Mimicry is an easy approach to the stage door. Kids always start 
imitating things they see and hear, and even a near-imitation will al- 


is 


ways get a delightful “Ah” from parents and friends. It’s the same 
when the grewnups do imitations at amateur nights People will 
applaud imitations of actors that they have never seen, just to prove to 


the guy seated next to him that he is hep. 

We have always had cycles of imitations in show biz, every decade or 
so a flock of mimics would swoop down on the country’s stages and pes- 
ter us with imitations. In the 1900s it started with “impersonations” 
ot Georgé M. Cohan, David Warfeia, Eadie Foy, Marry Lauder. Vesta 
Victoria. Anna Held, Jack Norworth & Nora Bayes, irene Franklin & 
Bert Williams. Then same years later we got “impressions” of Eddie 
Cantor, Al Jolson, Eddie Leonard, Charlie Chaplin, Joe Frisco. Kd 
Wynn. Maurice Chevalier, Fanny Brice and Gallagher & Shean. Afier 
a little rest we got “charterizations’” of Ted Lewis, Frances White, 
Helen Morgan, Pat Rooney, Bil! Robinson, the Barrymores, Helen Kane, 
Mae West, Joe Penner, Harry Richman and Jimmy Durante 

aati Now It’s Mimics 

And now for the past 10 years we have an army of mimics that have 
and still are bombarding us with imitations of Charles Laughton. Ping 
Crosby, Ronald Colman, Peter Lorre. Edward G. Robinson, Bette Di. is, 
Katharine Hepburn, Clark Gable. Fred Allen, Humphrey Bogart, Jimmy 
Cagney, the Roosevelts, Churchil!. Hildegarde—and a remade Al! Jolson! 
It's a poor mimic that can’t do all of these with a Boyer and a Cary 
Grant thrown in. And many of them are excellent takeoffs, but how 
long can an audience take it? 

In the old vaudeville days when vaude was really vaudeing it took 


a longer time for a cycle to pass. An act could last 10 or even 20 
vears. The houses were small. the circuits many, there were fewer 
gag stealers, and it took a long time for an act to get old. But with 


the advent of radio, jokes were served cafeteria style, everybody helprd 
themselves, and in a month the gags were stale. It didn’t matter much 
because radio was a novelty and for free. The topnotch gag-comir 
changed. Burns & Allen and other smarties discarded gag-comedy tor 
Situation comedy. Many of the jokesters stuck to their puns and shot 
off weekly salvos with their wet powder 

Now with video on the scene it’s going to be tougher on comedians. 
You can listen to a gag a few times but when you listen and see the 
guy doing it at the same time, you will remember it much better The 
Chinese have a proverb, “One picture is worth a thousand words A 
bad gag on video proves that 1.000 words aren't worth one picture! 


Already On the Way Out 
You may have noticed that the “insult” gag is gone, and gags about 
the Labrea tar pits, Cucamunga, smudge pots, Crosby's horses, clothes, 
children and money; Grable’s legs, Truman's piano, Gable's ears. Mar- 
garet’s voice, Mrs. Roosevelt's trips. gags about musicians reading racing 
forms instead of music, are getting weaker and weaker. Of course 
“My girl is——,” “My wite is——,’ “My mother-in-law is——” gags 
will always be with us. 

I have seen many changes in comedy. I've seen the slapstick. baggy 
pants comedian replaced by high hat and tails and sophisticated comedy 
until it got so sickening the baggy pants came back and went bigger 
than ever. This again was replaced by ihe business suit, no makeup 
comedian. Olsen & Johnson have revived the cycle of pie-in-the-face, 
seitzer bottles and prattfalls—not bad and always good for belly laughs 
when done in moderation. But it can be overdone. Man slips on 
banana—big laugh; man keeps slipping on bananas—no more laugiis! 

What I am getting at is that our vounger generation of comedians 
‘and we have some fine potential young comics) must get away from 
the regular line of mimicry that has the same iines, same characters 
and ideas used by others and protect their stuff. There are a number 
of clever young writers around with some new ideas. The comic who 
will take a chance with new stuff wil! be the comic who will beat the 
“standstillers” to the show biz jackpot. Without “funny words” there 
are no comedians. You may get by for the first few minutes by sheer 
personality, but you must have them “funny words.” If you can't 
write them hire someone that can. The fun writers with ideas are the 
salvation of comedy and cemedians. In the hey-hey day of vaude we 
had writers that could write you anything from an act in “one” to a 
musical comedy. Aaron Hoffman, Tommy Gray, Paul Gerard Smith 
‘still around and better than ever), Felix Adler, Eddie Clark, Junie 
McCree, Jimmy Conlin, Harry Breen, Benny Ryan, Joe Browning and 
James Madison are just a few I can recall right now. We have young 
writers today that some day will be the counterparts of these fine 
artists with comedy. 

You will see a lot of changes in comedy in 1950. Creators, not imi- 
tators, are the order of things in the theatre of 1950. It will pay off! 

P. S.—Marie Dressler, Jeanne Eagels, Eddie Foy, Nat Goodwin, 
Wille Howard: Elsie Janis, Julius Tannen and many more stars were 
originally mimics. 


CANTOR’S ONE-NIGHTERS 
FOR CHARITY DRIVES 


hiddie 
y ork 
erien 





Forum in the Canadian city. l’re- 
ceding Montreal, the comedian 
played a one-niter at Purdue Univ., 
at Lafayette, Ind., on Dec. 2. 





Cantor arrives in New) 
tomorrow (Thurs.) after a/| 
of cross-country stopovers 
to be guest of honor at an Hadassah 
dinner being held at the Hotel 
Viaza N.Y. He will pull in from 
Philadelphia where he’s slated to 
appear today (Wed. at Convention 
Hali at the “City of Hope” benefit. 
Cantor trekked up to Monireal weeks. 

last week to huddle with Ev. ‘arp © dest daughter Mary Ellin will 
Aces, Spo s of his rac » ssow, he ‘day with relatives in Washing- 
and give a performance at the ton, 


Berlins to Europe 

Irving Berlin, just back iroin the 
Coast, and daughter Linda, ily to 
Paris Dec. 16, and then to Rome. 
The songsmith’s wife Ellin, and 
another daughter, Elizabeth, wiil 
make holiday flight Dee. 18. 
Family will be in Europe tor two 
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2 Italian-Made Pix With Magnani, 
Bergman May Hit U.S. at Same Time 


With the deal finally closed this¢ 


week for handling of the Italian- 
made “Volcano” in the U. S. by the 
Motion Picture Sales Corp., race is 
really on between that pic and 
RKO’'s “Stromboli” to get into the 
atres first Films are similar in 
locale and theme, with Italian star 
Anna Magnani in “Volcano” and 
lugrid Bergman in “Stromboli.” 

Both films have created great 
public interest through the rela- 
tionship of Roberto Rossellini. He 
directed Miss Bergman in “Strom- 
boli,” while Miss Magnani had 
been closely associated with him in 
both films and private life prior 
to his recent professional and ro 
mantic linking with the Hollywood 
star 

Since both pix were made on is 
lands off Sicily and are parallel 
in so many ways, there is certain 
to be much comparing of the two 
: Results 
are expected to be favorably re 
flected at th b. o 

Both pix are in Hollywood now, 
where they are being rushed 
through dubbing, scoring and ed 
iting in an effort to get them into 
theatres by about February, if pos- 
sible. William Dieterle, who made 
the Magnani film, is attempting to 
do the work on the Coast and at 
the same time finish up “Septem- 
ber,” Joan Fontaine-starrer, for 
Ha! Wallis, while an RKO studio 
crew is handlirg “Stromboli.” Ros- 
sellini is in Rome 

Both films present a difficult job 

(Continued on page 16) 


Brandt’s Theatres 
Supporting Housing 
Discrimination Fight 


Harry Brandt, New York circuit 
operator, is throwing his full chain 
of over 100 theatres behind the 
fight against discrimination §§ in 
housing. Brandt this week donated 
69,000 tickets to the N. Y. State 
Conference on Discrimination in 
Housing in a personal appearance 
before the group. Ducats will be 
sold by the organization at 50c per 
ticket with all funds being kept as 
a campaign fund. 

Tickets will be good anytime in 
the month of March. Holder will 
be entitled to admission in any 
Brandt house on payment of the 
10c admission tax. Anti-discrimi- 
nation org has the backing of the 
National Assn. for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress, American 
Veterans Committee, American 
Jewish Committee and _ other 
groups. 


Skouras-Zanuck Prod. 
Powwows on the Coast 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras planed to the Coast Sun- 
day (4) for a series of huddles with 
production veepee Darryb F. Za- 
nuck and other studio execs on 
next year’s lineup of pictures. He'll 
also resume confabs with Joseph 
M. Schenck on the latter’s future 
plans. Schenck, who is recover- 
ing from a head injury received 
in an accident in his home last 
week, has delayed his scheduled 
vacation trip to South America in- 
definitely. 

Question of Schenck’'s position 
with 20th in case of divorcement 
is still unsettled. If the company 
is forced to give up its theatres, 
he reportedly wants to leave at 
the expiration of his current con- 
tract in June to devote his full 
time to his own theatre holdings. 
Skouras and Zanuck have had sev- 
eral lengthy meetings with him in 
an effort to convince him to re- 
main with the company, during 
previous Coast visits by the 20th 
prez 

Skouras. who was accompanied 
to Hollywood by 20th shorts sales 
manager Peter Levathes, is due 
back at the homeoffice this week- 
end. He'll then return to the 
Coast for a United Jewish Appeal 
dinner Des. 
scheduled as principal speaker. 


tb bath eritice and nublic 











18, at which he is, 


One Wey to Pav Off 


== 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 6 

An exhibitor in Caudersport, 
Pa.. has found one way to 
make a closed theatre pay for 
itself C. S. Flickinger, who 
owns two houses there, has 
had one dark for some time, 
so he’s just rented it to farm- 
ers in the area for potato stor- 
age. 

Coudersport is in the heart 
of a potato-growing area and 
the farmers jumped at the 
opportunity of getting a place 
to put their product for safe- 
keeping, 


Schine Moves To 
Sell 7 of Its 10 


Rochester Houses 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 6 
In a first large-scale move to 
meet the divestiture requirements 
of the consent decree against the 
Schine circuit, the chain is offer 
ing to sell seven of its 10 theatres 
in this city. The theatres have been 





turned over to realty brokerage 
firms with instructions to obtain 
offers for immediate sale The 


Schine consent decree requires un 
loading of a large block of houses 
throughout New York, Ohio, Ken 
tucky and Maryland as a means of 
opening closed situations 

Understood the circuit has liqui 
dated its holdings in a few iso 
lated spots, but has not heretofore 
sought a sale in bulk. Schine-op- 
erated houses in Rochester are the 
Cameo. Dixie, Grand, Lake, Liber- 
tv, Madison, Monroe, Riviera, State 
and West End. 

With the houses goes the right 
to obtain a proportionate division 
of product from the majors under 
the terms of the anti-trust decree. 


ee 


Jessel’s Next 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
George Jessel’s next 20th-Fox 
production assignment is “The 
Harry Lick Story,” comedy-drama 
with an underworld background. 
Phoebe and Harry Ephron are 
writing the screenplay. 


HARMON'S PLAN 
TO BANKROLL IT 


Consideration of a $600,000 
tiadgei ivi the initial year’s cpera- 
tion of the all-industry public 
relations program has been tenta- 
tively set down as initial item on 
the agenda for the p.r. conference 
in Washington next week. Whether 
the budget proposition will con- 
tinue to lead the agenda by the 
time the two-day session opens 
next Monday (12) is uncertain, 
however, since there is consider- 
able opposition to considering 
financing before deciding on the 
substance of the program to be 
bankrolled 

It is understood that 
000 budget—which is larger than 
anything yet mentioned for the 
industry p.r. project —has been 
drawn up by Francis S. Harmon, 
v.p. of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and secretary of the 
conference committee 


the $600,- 


infertm 


established at the initial pubrela 
tions powwow in Chicago in 
August 

Harmon, as secretary, has also 
been collating suggestions which 
have been made by the various 


participating groups to chairman 
Ned E. Depinet and is drawing up 
the agenda. There is opposition 
within top MPAA echelons, how 
ever, as well as from the outside, 
(Continued on page 25) 


Giannini Sees Pix 
‘Coming of Age’ 


Adversity through which the 
film industry has recently passed 
has speeded its “coming of age 


America 
York last 


Mario Giannini, Bank of 
topper, declared in New 


week Giannini, whose bank is 
the principal lending agency to 
the film industry, was east from 


his San Francisco headquarters for 


business in New York and Wash- 
ington. 
“The film industry is down to 


sounder operating conditions than 
ever before,” banker stated. “It 
has succeeded in shaking off some 
of the excesses that are the natu- 
ral result of early and rapid de- 
velopment in any industry. I have 
complete faith in the future of 
films, as evidenced by our activi- 
ties in that field.” 

Giannini revealed that Bank of 
America has made a number of 

(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Only $11,900,000 Estimated by Wilson 
~ As Yank Take from England in 1956 





20th Century-Fox Director 


Lloyd Bacon 


elaborates on 
The Oldtime Two-Reel 
Comedy as a Proving 
Cround 


7 . . 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the 
44th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


With Wilby-Kincey 
Sale, Former Due 
For Top Par Post 


Atlanta, Dec. 6 

Deal Robert Wilby 
sells his interests in the 146-thea- 
tre chain of Wilby & Kincey to 
Paramount hands the’ erstwhile 
partner a longterm employment 
ticket which features a percentage 
sharing proviso, it has been 
learned. H. F. Kincey, his partner 
comes in with Wilby to run the cir 
cuit for United Paramount, the 
new chain which emerges Jan. 1 
from divercement of the major 
companys 

Wilby and Kincey will also be 
paid several millions of dollars for 
their holdings in the theatre out- 
fit Wilby stands to be one of the 
most important execs in the new 
United Paramount since he will not 
only supervise his own 
houses, but also take over the di- 
rection of a number of theatres in 
the Lucas & Jenkins circuit 
UP. Those houses are located in 
the same territory as the Wilby & 
Kincey group. 

Involved in the transaction are 
104 houses of the Wilby-Kincey 
chain in which the two pards held 
an interest along with the estate 
of Arthur Lucas, estate of Walton 
Hill, Sylvain Baum, R. M. Ken- 
nedy and J. H. Harrison. Some 
(Continued on page 22) 
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8 St. Martin's Place 
Trataigar Squere 


American industrv 
of England unde 
agreement to | 
is tl 


Best that the 
expect 


Anglo-l S 


can out 
the 
negotiated early next year 
$17,.6000,000 minus 30 
represented by Britain's devalu 
tion of the pound That is 1 
portedly what Harold Wilson, pi 


present 


of the British Board of Trade, to 
Eric Joi.nston, Motion Pictur: 
Assn. of America prexy, and Ell 


G. Arnall, Society of Independe: 
Motion Picture Producers toppe”, 
in talks with them during his r 
cent visit to the U. S. 

The $17,000,000—minus 30% 
would equal $11,900,000. America: 
picture biggies are not too di 
turbed at that figure if they cau 
get other concessions they desire, 
namely, a freeing of uses of the 
coin frozen in England so they cats 
utilize it in business deals outside 
of films are now restricted 
to. deale, directly associated with 


Uses 


the picture industry 

Freeing of these restrictions 
might find film companies trading 
in rubber, steel, crockery or dozens 
of other commodities which could 


be exported from England to the 
U. S. or other countries and even- 
tually be translated into dollars. 


Continued on page 16) 


RKO’s Payee Insurance 
Stunt to Pay Off With 


Mere Bally Than Refunds 


Novel guarantee of the entertain- 


ment values of 20th-Fox’s “Every- 
body Does It" by the RKO nabe 
circuit in New York is not without 
precedent for the same film was 
similarly guaranteed” at recent 
screenings at theatres in Easton 
and Chester, Pa. as well as at 
Rochester, N. Y., and Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich. Customer “insurance” 


hands every patron a guest ticket 
to a future RKO show to those who 
are honestly able to say that they 
didn't enjoy “Does It.” 
In the out-of-town tests, accord- 
ing to 20th and RKO spokesmen, 
(Continued on page 16) 
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63-Page British Govt. Report Nixes — 


Divorcement, Asks Booking Revisions 





London, Dec. 6. ¢ 
The government (Plant) commit- di Pi R 
fee. which has been probing ex- Name Ra 0- 1X eps 
hibition and distribution, handed sation tak @ 
down a  63-page report today ashington, . 
Tues that gives a unanimous Joint industry chairmen of the 
{ 2s) a « : ; =e . 4 : ¥ . 
thumbs-down to divorcement but new pix-radio committee to fight 
recommends legislation to revise for protection of both media were 
existing bookings arrangements — - - — ——- 
Divorcement was rejected because vosepn azen president 
irre t financial setups would Hazen-Wallis Productions, wit! 
, ! da ia > ‘ : 
“ _ jown. thus resulting in a lead the film industry side. For 
wr rr ° ‘ 4 +. Thic the broack austere the chairman will 
sudden heatus of prezucewcr ini . 
‘ be Gilmore Nunn, head of station 
conceivably would bring about a : ' 
possible irretrievable dispersal of WLAI Lexington, Ky 
t g film-making unit rhe joint committee was formed 
«| yg Lithi-itia ‘ is 
oD _ cen one would also lead to Tt ently at a session of film and 
i “en di semaine of production radio toppers summoned to a din 
~é © isi ‘ i i i ; i ‘ 
f li nolan the report state s due to ner here by Eric Johnston, Motion 
nance ial ; ; ae 
the large volume of borrowed coin Picture Assn. of America prexy 


that secured by theatres and 
ether physical assets of the vert- 


1s 


cally integrated groups Sugges- 
tions that the government should 
enter production and exhibition 
were also nixed by the commit- 
tee. which pointed out that films, 
among all businesses, is the least 
appropriate for state ownership 
As an alternative to whole or 


partial government takeover ot the 
industry the report advocates 
measures to break the dominating 
position of the combines by adop- 
tion of free, competitive trading 
Booking arrangements recommend 
ed for government in 
clude that will 
Jjarge first-run’ theatres 
against circuits for first 
rights with distributors 

to accept the highest bid 

designed to improve the 
potential for production 
echeme wouldn't seriousis 

circuit booking powel! 
published in the report show that 
the chains control 75’¢ of all the 

Continued on page 16 
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Irving Maas’ Big Mass 
Production Auditions Of 
U.S. Pix for Russians 


Between 25 and 30 prints of 
various Hollywood features have 
been shipped from Prague to Mos- 
cow during the past week and it 
is believed that Irving Maas, v.pP 
and general manager ol the Motion 
Picture Export Assn is now 
screening the films for Soviet 
officials. Maas has been in Moscow 
for the past 10 days in an effort to 
renegotiate and reactivate the deal 
the Russians made with Eric 
Johnston a year ago to purchase 
Yank pix. 

MPEA’s European 

Prague has been 
by air the prints requested 
by Maas. They are 35m. with 
superimposed titles in various 
languages. Russians have already 
seen 24 other films, which were 
screened in Moscow for them about 
four months ago by MPEAs east- 
ern European manager, Louts Kan- 
turek. Soviets found three they 
wanted out of that batch, but 
balked at price and other terms, 
primarily that they must buy a 
minimum block of 20 films 

MPEA in New York has had 
no word from Maas, but anticipates 
he'll be in Moscow for several 
weeks, at least. Kanturek is with 
him. 


headquarters 


fn shipping 


Aherne, Brissons, Murphy, 
Boles, Other Arrivals 


Brian Aherne. who may play 
Capt. Hook in Peter Lawrence's re- 
vival of “Peter Pan,” is scheduled 
fo arrive in New York = today 
‘Wed.) on the Queen Elizabeth. 
An offer already has been made 
fhe actor, and he'll talk over terms 


this week 

Other incoming showfolk on the 
ship include Frederick Brisson, his 
actress - wife Rosalind Russell, 
George Murphy and Ann Sothern 


They attended Britain's Command 
Film Performance Nov. 17 Also 
Jisted are actor John Boles. James 


BE. Perkins. managing director for 
Paramount in Britain. concert sing- 
er Elisabeth Schumann and pian- 
ist Karl Schnabel 


SIEGEL’S N.Y. QUICKIE 
Norman Siegel. Paramount's 
siudio publicity chief, trained into 
New York Monday for talks 
with Max Youngstein, national ad- 
pub director, on the campaign for 
‘Samson and Delilah.” 
Siegel will plane back 
Coast Friday (9). 


r 
‘2? 


to the 


president of the 
Broadcasters 


and Justin Miller 
National Assn. of 


Rep's 2d Regular 
Pfd. Divvy in Row 


Rally of the smaller distrib com- 


panies during the current fiscal 
vear which has carried a number of 
them into the profit iedger was 


spotlighted this week when Repub 


lic declared a dividend of 25c per 
share on its preferred stock. Sig- 
nificant in the announcement was 


the fact that Rep initiated placing 
its preferred divvies on a regular 
quarterly basis. Step is interpreted 
demonstrating that the com- 
pany’s board satisfied future 
earnings are on a continuing basis 


as 


Is 


The divvy is the second to be 
made by Rep for the preferred 
shares atter a long lapse on pay- 
ments. It is the first to be labeled 


by the outfit as a regular, quarterly 
distribution Company was. suf- 
ficiently liquid to make the move 
because its net for the first six 
months. ended April 30. came to 
$504.456 after taxes while its gross 
for the third stanza has held at a 
high $6,817,837 against $6,426.924 
in the vear previous 

Against the half-year profit. Rep 
showed a loss of $564.499 at the 
close of 1948, indicating the sharp 
upturn. Monogram and Columbia 
profits disclose a similarly healthy 
upbeat. For the five months ended 
Dec. 1, Mono has registered in the 
black by $150,000 against a loss of 


$850,000 in the 12 preceding 
months. Col's take for fiscal °49, 
ended June 30. was §$1.007.514, 


against $565,000 in ‘48 

Preicived divvy paymenis by Rep 
follows the resumption of common 
stock payments by Col. Latter 
company is likely to put their divi- 
dends on a regular basis at the end 
of the year. Rep will slice its cur- 
rent melon Jan. 3, distributing it 
among stockholders of record Dec. 





Goldwyn Again Loses 
Court Plea on Studio 


Los Angeles, Dec. 6 
Samuel Goldwyn was turned 
‘down for the second time in two 


weeks in his plea for the appoint- 


ment of a receiver for Goldwyn 
Studios, owned jointly by himself 
and Mary Pickford. Judge Paul 


Nourse, in superior court, who de 
nied the original plea Nov. 23. saw 


no reason for reversing his deci- 
sion on the second attempt. 
Goldwyn's lease on the lot ex- 


pires Dec. 21. Unless he can reach 
an agreement with Miss Pickford 
by that time he must remove $1,- 
000.000 worth of equipment from 
the lot or permit it to be sold as 
part of the property 

Goldwyn has reportedly moved 
some of his equipment out of the 
Goldwyn studios to the adjoining 
Fagle Lion lot as a result of his 
dispute with Mary Pickford 

James A. Mulvey, prez of Sam- 
uel Goldwyn Productions, planed 
to the Coast from his New York 
headquarters over the weekend for 


huddles with Goldwyn on the lat 
ter’s studio battle. It expected 
that Mulvey will be in Hollywood 


all of this week 


Litvak’s Indie Pic 


Hollywood De« 

Anatole Litvak has bought 

Girl on the Via Flas 

Gary Cooper 

Litvak has 
plans. 


6 
The 
nia from 


infie production 
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WB Decree Cooking 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

-Attorneys for Warner Bros. have 
been in and ovt of Washington 
this week conferring with the 
Department of Justice on terms 
of a consent decree. It's under- 
stood progress is being made 
although no results will be forth- 
coming for some months. 


Rank’s Davis In 
U.S. to Accelerate 
$-§ Remittances 





Chief purpose of the currént 
John Davis visit to the U. S. is to 
voice a theme aimed at J. Arthur 
Rank’s two American distribs, Uni- 


versal and Eagle Lion, which runs 
parallel to the old saw: Now is 
the time for all good men to come 
to the aid of their country As 
Rank’'s top aide, it is understood 
that Davis is bringing in the time 
element in pointing up the British 
producer's big need for both dol- 
lars and sterling. 

Davis, it is said, urging that 
U and EL press for as many book- 
ings as possible in the early future 
to help Rank meet his fiscal obliga- 
lions in the coming year Rank’'s 
top assistant is seeking a speedup 
on the rate of release for his pix in 
the U.S 

Typifying the needs of the Rank 
empire tor a heavier flow of cash 
is the fact that Davis, for the first 
time, is also pressing the two dis- 
tribs to move for faster remittances 
of sterling from the Latino terri- 
tories where they also handle 
Rank’s product. In the past. Rank 
has shown little concern with the 
sectors below the Rio Grand but 
has concentrated on the buildup ot 
dollar earnings in the U. § 

Davis planed into New York over 
the weekend but took off for To- 
ronto within 24 hours. He is due 
back in N. Y. for several days dur- 
ing this week. In Canada. Davis is 
meeting with Earle Lawson and 
David Griesdorf, heads of the 
Odeon chain. 


is 


Allied Members File 
Affidavits vs. Col On 
Hiked ‘Jolson’ Scale 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

Batch of affidavits from exhibi- 
tor members of the Allied States 
Assn. was filed with the Justice De- 
Parttuent Anti-Trust Division the 
past week by Abram F. Myers, in 
connection with the Allied charges 
that Columbia is forcing upped ad- 
mission scales for “Jolson Sings 
Again.” 

The affidavits were received 
here from Allied members as evi- 
dence in the matter which the Jus- 
tice Department is being urged to 
probe. Myers believes the Govern- 
ment can step into the case on the 
ground that such sales policies are 
outlawed by the Supreme Court's 
ruling in the big anti-trust case 
However, there is no indication 
here that there will be any action 
in the near future. 


Delay CSU Suit 


Los Angeles. Dec. &. 

Suit for $43,000,000. filed by the 
Conference of Studio Unions 
against the major film studios in 
July, 1947, has been postponed un- 
til Jan. 31. It was originally 
slated for hearing Dec. 5 

Conference asks damages for 
members who suffered wage losses 
because of the studio strike. 








William Ornstein 
observes that the shert story dares 
te do whet others don't, and 


now Hollywood is also dis- 
covering it, in o piece on 


The Cradle of Much 
New Writing Talent 


on interesting byline feoture in the 
upcoming 
Anniversary Number 
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John L. Lewis and the B.0. 


Film companies are being saved a pile of coin by John L. Lewis’ 
decision last week to keep his miners at work. Several of the dis. 


tribs, bellwethered by 20th-Fox, 
seriously affected by the earlier 
film rentals. 


The charitable gesture was kept very quiet. 


had been allowing exhibs in areas 
strike a considerable reduction in 


Distribs asked that 


there be no publicity on it, since they didn’t want the move to be- 
come a precedent in other areas that might be similarly afflicted 


at some future time. 


Likewise, they feared pressure might be put 


on them for allowances in areas not so seriously affected as those 
in which the reductions were granted. 
Nick which 20th permitted exhibs to take off was 20° of their 


normal film rental. Company's 
of the Kentucky Assn. of 


Theatre Owners. 


action came to light in a bulletin 
KATO, expressing 


appreciation, called 20th’s action a “popular move.” 
It is known that other companies followed 20th, but which the, 
« 


were and how auch they allowed tiveatremen % Geduct is ‘sti}| 
being kept under wraps In any event, had the strike started 
again on Dec. 1, as Lewis threatened, it would have cost the dis- 
tribs considerable money in both the normal decline in rentais 


resulting from poor biz and the extra good will deductions allowed 


exhibs 
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Jolson Garners Nov. B.0. Honors: 





Ribbon 2d, Forsyte, ‘Deadline’ Next 





November’s Big 10 


1. “Jolson Sings” ‘Col 

2. “Yellow Ribbon” ‘RKO). 
3. “Forsyte Woman" ‘M-G)., 
4. “Chicago Deadline” ‘Pari. 
5 Pinky” (20th). 

6. “Beautiful Doll” ‘20th) 

7. “Everybody Does It” (20th). 
8. “Tokvo Joe” ‘Col! 

9. “Beyond Forest” ‘ WB). 
10. “Adam's Rib” (M-G) 
11. “Leave Laughing” (WB). 
12. “Seabiscuit” (WB). 








TOA Pushes FCC 
On Theatre Tele 


Washington. Dec. 6 
Members of the Theatre Owners 
of America are besieging the Fed- 
Communications Commission 
to start proceedings looking 
ward allocation of frequencies for 


eral 
to 


theatre television. Last week, two 
more chains filed petitions with 
the Commission, bringing the 


number of exhibitor groups to six, 
aside from TOA itself, Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers, and pro- 
ducing companies which has ap- 
pealed to the agency. 

Newest petitions, filed through 
Cohn & Marks, counsel, came from 
American Theatres Corp., operat- 
ing 47 houses in New England. and 
Neighborhood Theatre, Inc., with 
45 houses in Virginia. 

American, whose president, Sam- 
uel Pinanski, also heads TOA, 
owns the Pilgrim theatre. Boston, 
which is the only house in the area 
with large-screen television insta}- 
lation. The theatre's experience 
in showing the World Series and 
several football games, American 
told the Commission, confirms its 
belief the service is technically 
and economically feasible. The 
Series games, petition said. found 


“remarkable reception” and pa- 
trons “gladly paid" a reasonable 
admission charge, though the 


‘Continued on page 20) 





Europe to N. Y. 
John Boles 
Roy Bradley 
Frederick Brisson 
Jovee Carey 
Noel Coward 
Jose Ferrer 
Graham Greene 
George Murphy 
James Perkins 
Elmer Rhoden 
Frank P. Ricketson 
David E. Rose 
Rosalind Russell 
George J. Schaefer 
Charles P. Skouras 
Ann Sothern 
Peter Yates 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Eddie Cantor 
Morey Goldstein 
Al Hall 

Frank King 
Maurice King 
Irving Lesser 
Fdward J. Peskay 
Seymour Poe 
Dorothy Sarnoff 
Tamara Toumanova 
Lawrence Weingarten 
Margaret Wycherly 


* For the second month in succes- 
sion. “Jolson Sings Again" galloped 
off with national boxoffice honors 
by a healthy margin, survey of five 
weeks’ biz in 24 key cities covered 
by VARIETY reveals. The reports 
of VARIETY correspondents in No- 
vember snow that the Jolson opus 
hit than 


more $1.030.000 gross 
total, with the picture finishing 
first three weeks in succession, 
fourth another session and never, 


during its run, dropping out of the 
Big 10 


“Wore Yellow Ribbon” ‘RKO, 
among new pictures rated in Octo- 


ber as promising for the future, 
roared ahead to take over second 
position easily. The John Wavne 


epic about the U. §S. Cavairy 
second ‘and only to “Jolson 
three successive rounds 

“Forsyte Story” (M-G) took third 
money, although in first slot only 
one week. However, it was strong 
third in two other stanzas and 
made uniformly strong showings. 
Fourth place went to “Chicago 
Deadline” (Par), with Alan Ladd 

‘Pinky” (20th), another hinting 
stout possibilities in Octobe: 
wound in fifth, with “Beautiful 
Doll.” from the same company, 
taking sixth. Spurt as the month 
ended enabled “Doll” to be first in 
final week of month and boost its 
standing. 

“Everybody Does It.” another 
20th-Fox production, took over 
seventh place, although never 
measuring up to advance optimis- 
tic hopes. “Tokyo Joe” ‘Col. dis- 
playing strength for two weeks. 
slipped as November came to its 
close but got enough to be eighth. 
“Bevond Forest” (WB) wound up 
ninth while “Adam's Rib” ‘(M-G), 
just getting started as month 
ended, was 10th. “Leave Them 
Laughing’ (WB) and “Seabiscuit” 
‘WB) were close on the heels of 
the Big 10. 

There were several other films 
in the runner-up category. Best 
of these, in order of strength. were 
“Bride For Sale” (RKO). “Doctor 
and Girl” (M-G), “Ichabod” (RKO), 

‘Continued on page 54) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Irving Berlin 
Edmund Blakesley 
Herb Bregstein 
Barbara Britton 
Laraipe Day 
Yvonne De Carlo 
Jerry Devine 

Leo Durocher 
Dave Garber 

Ava Gardner 
John Garfield 
Willis Goldbeck 
Jon Hall 

William Heineman 
Russell Holman 
Dave Kapp 

Tony Landi 

Lou Levy 

Diana Lynn 

Louis B. Mayer 
Philip Ober 

Cris Rashbaum 
Norman Siegel 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Everett Sloane 
Dario Soria 
Margaret Sullavan 
John Sutherland 
Ted Tetzlaff 
Dmiiri Tiomkin 
Vivian Vance 
Henry Wilcoxon 


N. Y. to Euro; > 


Sidney Bernstein 
Audrey Blackburn 


was 
for 





+ Reg Connelly 
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CHIPS DOWN FOR DISTRIBS IN ’50 





Par's Prod. 


To help its own stockholders 


duction-distribution and theatre units of the company, 


e ib . 
vs. Distri 
make a choice between the pro- 
Paramount 


has prepared a complete breakdown of income and profits of the 
two wings for circulation among the stockholders this week. The 


brochure 


covers operations during the first 


six months of 1949. 


li is intended to lift the curtain on profit prospects so far as pos- 


sible, thereby 
two stocks to be issued Jan. 1 

Notice will also alert 
pare 
piex job of computing the 
accounting dept. with Robert 
becomes secretary-treasurer of 
vising the work. 





giving siockndidéTs @ guide iff 


stockholders to 
nt company securities and stocks for the 
separate 
O’Brien, P 

United 


s€iiing eitiiér Of ie 


the need of exchanging 
two new Com- 
revenues was handled by P 
iramount secretary 
circult 


issues 
ar’s 
who 


Paramount super- 





UA’s Yen to Shift Foreign Setup To 


Franchises Faces Several Hurdles 


Although United Artists yens to 
drop its overseas distribution set 
up in ftavor of straight franchise 
deals. the company’s board is said 
to be stymied by both local over- 
seas restrictions and tne prospects 


move will fail to stem 
foreign distribution As 
a consequence of the hurdles raised 
which are now being studied, the 
board may not approve the final 
plan desvite its present red-ink 
operations. 

One of the big factors which puts 


that the 


losses In 


the company in the unfavorable 
position of holding a bear by the 
tail are the rigid retirement and 


pension regulations in many of the 
22 countries where UA operates its 
ewn sales offices. In Brazil, as an 
instance, UA is confronted with 
the prospect of having to fork out 


approximately $200,000 in pen- 
sions 

Most Latino countries, foreign 
dept. execs note, have laws similar 


to that of Brazil, making it man- 
datory for a company closing its 
offices and discharging its person- 
nel to post funds to cover pensions 
Hence, it is believed that any film 
company seeking to switch to fran- 
chise operations would be faced 
with the need to make an initial 
outlay running into millions of dol- 
lars 
While some method of inducing 
new franchise-holders to take over 
UA’s employees is being mulled, it 
is not likely that a local distrib 
would agree even if granted a long- 
term deal on company product 
Such an acceptance is equivalent 
to the assumption of a debt, and 
carries with it all the liabilities of 
a financial obligation. 
Moreover, question has 
(Continued on page 20) 


UA in the Black, 


been 





107, to Salesmen’ 


With United Artists’ domestic 
distribution operation in the black 
in 1949 for the first time in almost 
five years, company is planning to 


share 10° of it with the sales 
staifl in the field. That is the 
percentage of net that will be 


divvied among the branch man- 
agers and salesmen under the plan 
disclosed by prexy Grad Sears at 
the company’s Chicago sales meet 
last week. 

In addition to this 10° of net 
profits, a separate pot, size of 
which has not vet been determined, 
will be ladled out among the 
branch managers. Homeoffice 
execs. including eastern salesman- 
ager Edward Schnitzer and western 
sales chief Fred Jack, will not par- 
ticipate in the bonuses 

Plan announced in Chi is aimed 
at bolstering the UA sales up- 
surge. The 10° of the domestic 
profits will be divvied among the 
branches in ratio to the percent- 
age of each one’s increase in net 
in 1950 compared with this year. 
Whether an exchange has been in 
the red and continues to be will 
not matter in determining the size 
of the bonus as long as it shows 
improvement. 

Breaking another precedent. 
Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., exec assist- 
ant to Sears, gave the assembled 
homeoffice crew, district and 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Mrs. Peter Rathvon 
Producing Her Ist Pic 


Hollvwood, Dec. 6 
tathvon, new femme film 
producer, starts work this week on 
her first venture, “The Sun Sets at 
Dawn.”’ with Sally Parr as femme 
lead 


Helen 


be co-produced by 
Paul Sloane and financed by Mrs 
Rathvou s husband, N. Peter Rath- 
von, for Eagle Lion release. 


6506 Legal Melon 
Via Stockholders’ 
Suits vs. 20th, NT 


Some 22 
a kitts 
for handling 


Picture will 





attorneys may split up 


of $656.000 as counsel fees 
the recently 
stockholders’ 
20th-Fox and its 
National Theatres’ 
Charles P. Skouras, F. H. (Rick) 
Ricketson, Jr.. Elmer C. Rhoden 
and Harold J. Fitzgerald. Legalites’ 
melon was fixed last week by 
N. Y. supreme court Justice Fer- 
dinand Pecora after “careful study 
of the entire record.” 

In determining the allowances, 
the court ruled that the aggregate 
shouldn't exceed 25° of the im- 
mediate benefits of $1,750.000 plus 
12'»°) of the estimated future 


settled 
actions 
directors 
execs 


minority 
against 
plus 


, benefits of an additional $1,750,000 


resulting from the litigation. The 
separate sums represent re- 
funds to 20th from the quartet of 
NT execs under a settlement won 
by the minority stockholders in a 
consolidated action which embrac- 
ed 15 individual suits. 

Originally brought in 1946, the 
actions all protested a $6,850,000 
profit which Charles Skouras and 
the three other NT toppers netted 
through sale of NT stock to the 

(Continued on page 20) 


FRESH INTEREST IN 
AMUSEMENT STOCKS 


interest in picture com- 
pany shares this week despite the 
tendency of stock market to mark 
time Monday and yesterday (Tues.) 





Fresh 


led traders to believe that the 
amusement group is now due for a 
harp revival Activity Monday 


Warner common to a 
year at $15.50. In 
held near the 


(5) pushed 
new high for the 
Tuesday's session it 
high 

Market analysts are convinced 
that there will be more and more 
attention paid picture stocks once 
the shares of several major com- 
panies are split as to production- 
distribution and theatres. This was 
held responsible for renewed in- 
terest in RKO as well as Para- 
mount and WB. Universal com- 
mon was firm, being only 12'2c 
from the 1949 best price with U 
preferred also less than $1 away 
\from year’s high. 








‘SETUP PLANS 
TSALES MEETS 


Forerunner of a hot competitive 
season, film cémpanies are finish- 
ing up oiling of their distrib ma 
chinery for a big sales push in 
1950. Almost all distrib companies 


are sending top exees into the field 
for a string of regional sales meets 
aimed at disclosing plans for the 
liquidation of product lineups dur 
ing the next 12 months. Both the 
malors and minors view 1950 as 
a critical year for distrib opera 
tions because of the hypoed com- 
petition anticipated from theatre 
divorcement 


The chips will be down for the 
major distribs in the coming year 
in view of the stepped-up produc- 
tion schedules in the works at the 
studios Paramount, for instance 
has announced that 18 pix will be 


made in the first eight months of 
1950, representing a terrific boost 
over previous year: Liquidation 
of these long product lineups on 
a profitable basis is seen cueing an 
intensive jockeving for choice 
houses and playdates 

For the first year since the de- 
pression era, moreover, the major 


companies will have to depend in- 
creasingly on distribution as the 
major source of revenue as against 
those lush theatre profits which 
divorcement is now eliminating. An 
|additional reason for the spear- 
heading of sales forces in the do- 
mestic market is the snafu of the 
foreign market which has been 
rapidly dwindling in both its take 
and dependability 

Warner Bros. is teeing off tomor- 
row (Thurs with a two-day con 
clave of divisional sales chiefs at 
the homeoffice, where Ben Kal- 
menson, WB vice-prexy over sales, 
will brief the meet on the com 


(Continued on page 16 


$2,250,000 Insurance Co. 
Loan Financed Comerford 
Splitup With Paramount 


Wilkes-Barre. Pa., Dec. 6. 

A mortgage filed in the Luzerne 
County Recorder of Deeds office 
here last week disclosed a $2.250.- 
000 loan to Comerford-Publix 
Corp. by Connecticut Mutual Life 
Insurance Co. The loan bore in- 
terest rate of 4)o°7 Covering 81 
parcels of land. the 50-page mort 
gage was simultaneously filed in 

(Continued on page 18) 


| Justman-Schwartz s 30 Ups EL's 1950 


Total to 65, Biggest Distrib in Biz 








Nathan D. Golden 


Chief of the Motion Picture Pioto- 

graphic Branch of the U. S$. Depart- 

ment of Commerce, reviews the 
past year and finds the 


Foreign Motion 
Picture Problems 
During 1949 
Intensified 


one of the many editorial features 


in the 
tlih 


dnniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 

Policy Proble 

Behind Broidy’s 
Buyout ip Mono 


Disagreement over company 
policy was the reason back of the 
purchase last week by prexy Steve 
Broidy and three other top Mono 
execs of the holdings of Florida 
industrialist Louis E Wolfson 
Acquisition of Wolfson's 100,000 
shares in Mono served to 
strengthen control already held by 











the management group and tran 
chise holders, but in no way af 
fected the balance of power within 


the companys 
Wolfson 


a 37-vear-old self-made 


millionaire of Jacksonville, and a 
group of associates, acquired the 
stock interest several years ago 
Holding 100,000 shares of the 


tanding 
behind- 
a con 


760,000 of common out 
they wielded considerable 
the-scenes power, but were 
stant threat to management and 
franchise holder control As a re- 
sult, there was a constant tug-of- 
war between Wolfson’s syndicate 
and the management group 
Rather than continue in a mi- 
nority position, Wolfson took ad- 
vantage of the desire of the 
Broidyites to get him out by mak 
ing a deal for the block of 100,000 
shares at $4 per share. Stock has 
(Continued on page 16) 


National Boxoffice Survey 
Grosses Off Sharply — ‘Pinky’ Takes First Money, 


‘Forsyte’ Second; 


Theatres around the country are 
usual 
with 


experiencing 
this Christmas 
shopping on big scale further cut- 
ting into biz. Result is that even 
ace product is being hurt in many 
‘localities. One consequence of 
‘dwindling trade is tendency to 
stick with current bills or try less 
expensive fare. Some houses are 
reverting to reissues to weather 
the storm. 

“Pinky” (20th) is 
top position with a long string of 
new bookings Picture teed off 
in great shape without exception 
It is nice to terrific in most spots 
Second best is “Forsyte Woman” 
(M-G', which was third in the pre- 
vious session. Third coin goes to 
“Adam's Rib” (M-G', in second 
slot last week. 

Fourth place goes to “Leave 
Them Laughing” (WB), same as 
last round, although dipping sharp- 
ly on first holdover week in sev- 
eral locations. “Beautiful Doll” 
(20th), first a week ago, is land 
ing fifth position, while sixth is 
being taken by “Bride for Sale” 
(RKO 


preholiday dip 


stanza, early 


spurting to 


Yellov 


out of most 
VARIETY, IS 


Ribbon” (RKO), 
first-runs 
sufficiently 


now 
covered by 
str ong to 


finish seventh. “Bagdad” (U is 
winding up eighth, with “Jolson 
Sings Again” (Col) and “Fallen : 


‘Rib,’ ‘Laughing’ Next 


Idol” (SRO), ninth and 10th. re 
spectively 

Strongest runner-up films are 
“Fighting Man" (20th) Chicago 
Deadline” (Par) and “Red Dan- 
ube” (M-G) “Bevond' Forest’ 
(WB) just missed this classifica- 
tion 

“Battleground” (M-<G) bore out 


showing, made on ini 
date, by topping slucgish 
giant total in two thea- 
tres. Because it is outstanding in 
latter city despite downbeat. the 
Battle of Bulge pic looms as future 
heavy grosser. “All King’s Men” 
(Col). which is doing so well at 
N. Y. Victoria, shapes up big in 
second Washington round and is 
okay in L.A 

“Free For All” (1 
entry, looks fine tn 
light elsewhere 
Dark” (20th), 
N.Y. trend, is 
this single date. 

“Sword in Desert” ‘U 


its terrific 
tial N. ¥ 
L.A. with 


another new 
Louisville but 
“Dancing in 
caught by offish 
disappointing on 


nice in 


Minneapolis, where it's doing out 
standing biz, is sturdy in Provi 
dence. “The Heiress” (Pai big in 


Frisco, is not so good in two other 
keys 
“Easy Living” (RKO 


shapes up 


stoutly in Montreal. “Doctor and 
Girl” (M-G) is good in same city 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th: looks 
mild in Omaha and Louisville 


(Complete Boxroffice 
Pages 89) 


teports on 





Under the terms of a deal just 
made by William J. Heineman 
agile Licn's -distribution veenee 
probably have 
pix for re- 


his company will 


the largest number of 


| lease in the upcoming year ol any 


distrib in the business Heineman 
closed on the Coast with Joseph 
| Justman. head of the Motion Pi 
ture Center studio and Jack 


next 
That agree 
touches to 
and 


Schwartz for delivery in the 
12 months of 30 films 
ment puts the final 
EL’s releasing slate 
the company of a minimum output 
of 65 films in 1950 
Although it has the 65 
the line, EI 


assure 


pix on 
will “still be open 


for big product according to 
Heineman on his return east this 
week Justman-Schwartz combo 
will start delivering celluloid 
right afier the first of the vear 
EL, topper said All 30 are being 
handled by EL on a straight re 
leasing arrangement with none of 
its coin going into their produc 
tion 

Group will consist of eight west- 
erns; 18 program films and four 
filmizations of stories by James 
Oliver Curwood Author's yarns 
are mainly set in the sagebrush 
secto! On another front, com- 


pany has inked a pact with Walter 
Jurman’s Juno Productions for 
“Kill or Be Killed,” pic starring 
Lawrence Tierney which was made 

(Continued on 


Par's Peak Prod. 
Lineup Set for ’50 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 
enters its new di- 
Jan 1 with the big- 
future productions 
Heading for the cameras 
next eight months are 18 
in various stages of prep- 
according to Par studio 
topper Henry Ginsberg. In addi- 
tion, four are currently shooting 
while 17 other features are com- 
pleted and awaiting release 

In definitely scheduling 18 films 
for the first two-thirds of i950. 
Par has set its sights for ahead of 
its programming in the past years 
It indicates a speedup in reieases 
once the’ production-distribution 
unit goes it alone. Company here- 
iofore, has only averaged an out- 
put of 20 films yearly 

Immediate lensing plans inciude 
“Carrie Ames” and “Detective 
Story” produced by William Wyler: 
“Roman Holiday” with Frank 
Capra handling producer-director 
reins; and “Mr. and Miss Anonym- 
ous” with George Stevens produc- 
ing 

Other pix are a Bing Crosby 
western plus another Crosby opus 
‘Famous”; Bob Hope starrer, “The 
Big Guy,” Alan Ladd in “Montana 
Rides”; a Betty Hutton vehicle di- 
rected by Billy Wiider: “A Fast 
World,” “Union Station,” “A Rela- 
tive Stranger.” Jack of Dia- 
monds,” “Jockey'’s Agent.” “The 
Kentuckian” and “Nightmare” An- 
other Cecil B. DeMille epic is also 
mapped during the first half of "5° 
on the Ringling Bros. Barnum & 
Bailey circus 


Hutton Iniured, So 


‘Annie’ Postponed 


Holivwood, Dec. 6 

Betty Hutton broke two bones 
at the base of her spine last week 
in a fall while rehearsing “I'm An 
Indian, Too,” number for Metro's 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” postpon- 
ing shooting of picture until 
duction plans can be rearranged 


page 24) 


Paramount 
vorcement era 
gest lineup of 
in years 
in the 
pix now 
aration, 


pro 


Dore Schary is uncertain whether 
to shoot remaining number, the 
finale, “There's No Business Like 


the star re 
with rest of 


Show Business.” until 
covers, or go ahead 
cast 

Entire cast is required for finale, 
however, so shooting may await 
star’s return. It will be several 
weeks before she can dance again. 
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On the Town | 


(MUSICAL—COLOR) 
Hollywood, Dee. 6. 


of Arthur Freed (Roger 
Beene) production. Stars Gene Kelly. | 
rank Sinatra, Betty Garrett, Ann Miller; 
features Jules Munshin, Vera-Ellen. Di- 
ected by Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen. 
‘reenplay. Adolph Green, Betty Com- 
den; based on their musical play; cam- 
era ‘Technicolor:, Harold Resson; editor, 
Raiph E. Winters; songs, Roger Edens. 
Leonard Bernstein. Adolph Green, Betty 
Comden. Tradeshown Dec. 5, °49. Run- 
ning time. 97 MINS. 
Gabe 
Chip con 
Brunhilde Esterhazy..... 
Claire Huddesen 


Metro release 


Gene Kelly 
Frank Sinatra 

.. Betty Garrett 
Ann Miller 


Ozzie . Jules Munshin 
Ivy Smith : Vera-Ellen 
Mme. Dilvovska Florence Bates 
Lucy Shmeeler Alice Pearce 
Professor George Meade 





The pep, enthusiasm and appar- 
ent fun the makers of “On the 
Town” had in putting it together 
comes through to the audience and 
ives the picture its best asset 
Bo outlook is good as entertain- 
ment values are sturdy for a tune- 


film entry Picture is crammed 
with songs and dance numbers. 
the book is sufficient to carry it 
along, the Technicolor hues are 


topflight, and the cast hard-work- 
ing 

Gene Kelly not only holds down 
a star role. he also co-directed with 
Stanley Donen. The dual function 
gives him a strong credit for the 


amusing way this one is brought 
off. Based on their musical play. 
the Adolph Green-Betty Comden 
script puts the players through 


light story paces as a setup for 10 
tunes and dances Four of the 
numbers are from the original and 
six have been added for the pic- 
ture All smite the ear tunefully 


Kelly, Frank Sinatra and Jules 
Munshin are the three sailors on a 
24-hour leave in New York. Betty 
Garrett, Ann Miller and Vera-Fl- 
len are the three femmes who 
wind up with the Navy. In the 
title mumber, the six leads score 
decisively, and “Count on Me” 
comes over just as smartly. “Pre- 
historic Man” is a funfest and 
free-tor-all for the leads. Sinatra 
and Miss Garrett, especially the 
latter, do things to “Come Up to 
My Place’ and “You're Awful.” 
Vera-Ellen shines particularly 
bright in terping “Miss Turn- 
stiles.” and. with Kelly, perks up 
“Main Street.” The special ballet, 
“A Day in New York,” with Kelly, 
is the only number that does not 
come off as strongly as the others 

Picture kicks off and ends with 
“New York, New York.” Tune is 
used in the Seginning as a musi- 
cal backing for = montage of three 
curious sailors prowling the city’s 
points of interest. It gets the film 
off to a fascinating start and the 
stvle and pacing is continued. It's 
a light, breezy touch that predomi- 
nates in the direction and per- 
formances. 


Kelly and Vera-Ellen team ro- 
mantically for solid results. Paired 
for many of the picture’s laughs 
are Sinatra and Miss Garrett. 
Munshin and Miss Miller also add 
their share to the romance and 
fun, and there's a strongly scoring 
shorter role by Alice Pearce that 
is a wow. Florence Bates and 
George Meader round out the 
creditable cast, all of whom help 
earry out the amusement aims. 


The experienced musical pro- 
duction hand of Arthur Freed 
guided the filming and his show- 
manly know-how is apparent 
throughout the footage. Produc- 
tion dress glitters under the fine 
color lensing by Harold Rosson. 
The sets, special effects, art di- 
rection, costumes, editing and 
other factors contribute expertly 
in dressing this one up for sight 
and sound appeal. 

Roger Edens, associate producer, 
did the music for the six new 
tunes and lyrics are by Adolph 
Green and Betty Comden. Latter 


team, with Leonard Bernstein, did | 


the four original numbers. The 
ace music direction was supplied 
by Lennie Hayton, orchestrations 
by Conrad Salinger and voca! ar- 
rangements by Saul Chaplin. 
Brog. 











The Devil and the Angel 


“The Devil and the Angel,” 
French-made, which opened at 
the Ambassador theatre, N. Y., 
Friday (2) was reviewed in 
Variety from Paris, Oct. 9, 
1946, under its original title 
“La Foire aux emeres.” 
Pic was rated with the films 
considered “unlikely for An- 
gio-U.S. market.” However, 
review stated it was a “possible 
entry for French patron:ce 
spots in the U. S.” Deaiing 
with a blind girl, who regsins 
her sight, pic was described 
as being “depressing without 
comedy relief.” 

Starring Eric Von Stroheim 
and Madeleine Sologne, film 
is being released in the U. S. 
by Siritzky. 





Miniature Reviews 

“On the Town” ‘Musical- 
Color) (MG). Good cast names 
and big grossing outlook. 

“The Hasty Heart” (WB). 
Effective screen adaptation of 
the Broadway play. Bigtime 
b.o. 

“Malaya” ‘Songs) (MG). War- 
time adventure yarn strongly 
bulwarked by male star names 
to help grossing chances. 

“Riders of the Sky” ‘Col). 
Gene Autry’s film version of 
the hit tune; strong b.o. for the 
action spots 

“The Pirates of Capri” (FC). 
Routine costume drama, film- 
ed in Italy. For secondary 
plavdates 

“The Bicycle Thief” (Ital- 
ian) ‘Indie’. Superior family 
drama; cinch to clean up in art 
houses and possibly generally. 

“4 Run For Your Money” 
(GFD). Amusing British chase- 
comedy, limited abroad. 

“Grand Canyon” ‘SG). Weak 
satire on hoss-oprys starring 
Richard Arlen and Mary Beth 
Hughes. 

“The Spider And The Fly” 
(GFD). Engrossing British 
meller; okay dualer 

“Enamorada” (Mexican) ‘Lo- 
pert’. Big for arty spots and 
Spanish-language theatres. 


- PD 


The Hasty Heart 
Hollywood, Dec. 1. 


Warner Bros. release, produced ia Eng- 
land by WB. Stars Ronald Reagan. Patri 
cia Neal, Richard Todd; features Anthony 
Nicholls. Howard Crawford Directed by 
Vincent Sherman Screenplays Ranald 
MacDougall: from stage play by John 
Patrick as produced by Howard Lindsay 
and Russe Crouse; camera, Wilkie 
Cooper; editor. E. B. Jarvis. Tradeshown 
Nov. 30. *48. Running time, 102 MINS. 








The Yank Ronald Reagan 
Sister Margaret Patricia Neal 
The Scot Richard Todd 
Col. Dunn Anthony Nicholls 
The Tommy . Howard Crawford 
The New Zealander Ralph Michael 
The Aussie John Sherman 
The Orderly Alfred Bass 
The African Orlando Martins 





“The Hasty Heart” comes to the 
screen as a tremendously effective 
motion picture. As a play, it en- 
joyed a successful Broadway run. 
As a picture, the success will be 
greater. Warm and sympathetic 
in its dealing with the theme of a 
man who is about to die, and lard- 
ing that basis with a thoroughly 
understandable natural humor, it 
comes off with such powerful im- 
pact that a bigtime reception seems 
assured. 

The John Patrick play, which 
Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
produced for a sixmonth run on 
Broadway, has grown in range of 
feeling on the screen, although the 
essentials of the legit staging have 
net been changed. Its background 
is wartime and the setting is an 
army hospital in Burma, in a ward 
where six assorted soldiers sweat 
out their injuries while awaiting 
shipment home. 


| Notable is the performance of 
Richard Todd in the role of the 
Seot who musi die. A fresh per- 
sonality to U. S. audiences, true to 
the type of the self-sufficient burr- 
slinger of his race, Todd comes 
over with a performance that is 
star calibre in every facet. For 
this country, that “unknown” qual- 
ity adds authority, but he’s also 
a talented actor able properly to 
shade the sides of the character 
so that audience interest is com- 
pelled. 


Vincent Sherman directed the 
production in England. It has 
gained nothing from being made 
abroad, although it wg had 
its advantages for Warners, and, 
with the exception of Ronald Rea- 
gan and Patricia Neal, gave the 
casting that added fillip of new 
faces for the character parts. Sher- 
man’s direction brings out all of 


has and his timing and qpottine 
of the humer inherent in the 
Patrick play is international, un- 
derstandable to all. Ranald Mac- 
Dougall’s scripting is in the same 
key, wise to the humaness that 
imarked the play and the tremen- 
dous heart that backgrounds the 
telling. 


Without a human flaw, the play-| 


ers present Todd's story and that 
of the five patients, the nurse, 
Miss Neal, and the colonel, An- 
| thony Nicholls, who try to make 
the Scot's final days happy. The 
footage plays on the heartstrings, 
' without being maudlin, as it shows 
Todd, unaware of his fate, brought 
against the sympathetic heartiness 
of five companions who know he 
is to die and want him to have 
friends. There’s suspense, humor 
and reality among the essentials 
of good drama that sharpen the 
unfoldment. 

Just one of the touches that 
tickle the risibilities is the age-old 
question: “What does a Scot wear 
under his kilts?” The attempts of 

| Todd's ward-mates to find eut adds 
imuch to the amusing moments 


| that play off laughs against trag- 


| 
| 


only one English word, “Blossom,” 


the soul that such a plot premise | 


agan plays the Yank with the 
exact amount of gusto such a char- 
acter should have in a British out- 
st hospital. Miss Neal gives 
eeling to her role as the nurse. 
Nicholls, the colonel: Howard 
Crawford. the Tommy; —| 
Michael, the New Zealander; John 
Sherman, the Aussie; Orlando 
Martins, the African who can say 


and Alfred Bass, the nervous or- 
derly, earn individual mention for 


Give Us This Day 


“Give Us This Day” (Rank), 
being tradeshown in New 
York tomorrow (8), was re- 
viewed in Variety from Lon- 
don, Oct. 19, 1949. Reviewer 
Mvro lauded the picture as 
being “two hours of genuine 
human drama, which makes 
no concessions to convention.” 
He also noted that “it may 
prove to be hard going at the 
boxoffice if shown in the nor- 
mal way, but with careful pres- 





interpretations. 
Wilkie Cooper’s photography is 
among the strong points of the 
technical contributions. Proper 
direction of the score by Louis 
Levy; the settings, the editing, and 
the other credits help shape this 
one into a mighty proud use of the 
screen in story telling. Brog. 


Malava 

(SONGS) 

Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Metro release of Edwin H. Knopf pro- 

duction. Stars Spencer Tracy, James 
Stewart. Valentina Cortesa, Sydney 
Greenstreet. John Hodiak. Lionel Barry- 
more; features Gilbert Roland, Roland 
Winters. Richard Loo, lan MacDonald, 
Tom Helmore Directed by Richard 
Thorpe. Screenplay. Frank Fenton; based 
on original story by Manchester Boddy; 
camera, George Folsey: score, Bronisiau 
Kaper: editor, Ben Lewis. Tradeshown 
Dec. 5, "49. Running time. 95 MINS. 
Carnahan Spencer Tracy 
John Royer James Stewart 
Luana Valentina Cortesa 


The Dutchman Sydney Greenstreet 
Kellar John Hodiak 
John Manchester Lionel Barrymore 
Romano Gilbert Roland 


Roland Winters 

Richard Loo 
lan MacDonald 
Tom Helmore 


Bruno Gruber 
Colonel Genichi 
Carlos Tassuma 
Matisson 


Tomura 


Metro has tossed five male star 
names at “Malaya” to bolster its 
boxoffice chances. It's a pulp-fic- 
tion, wartime adventure’ yarn, 
based on a factual incident early 
in the fighting, that takes the cus- 
tomer for a pretty fancy chimerical 
flight. There's plenty of marquee 
lure in such names as Spencer 
Tracy, James Stewart, Sydney 
Greenstreet, John MHodiak and 
Lionel Barrymore. The title is 
good and the picture lives up to 
the promise of action. Nothing 
highbrow, just good commercial 
film product. 

Kickoff for the story is tied to 
a letter from the late President 
Roosevelt to Manchester Boddy, 
L.A. newspaper publisher, con- 
cerning the Government's need to 
obtain rubber during the war. 
Boddy did the original story on 
which Frank Fenton based his 
screenplay and it poses the premise 
that a group of daring men, with 
ethics fitted to whatever they are 
doing, dashed into the Malayan 
jungles and snatched stockpiles of 
rubber from under the noses of 
the Japs. 

Stewart plays a roaming news- 
paper reporter who promises to 
steal rubber for his Government, 
which supplies him with ships for 
transporting and gold for bribing. 
He effects the release from prison 
of Tracy to aid in the daring ad- 
venture. There are plenty of the 
latter as the two heroes go about 
their suspenseful work. Before it’s 
over, Stewart is killed but Tracy 
finishes the job, wins honors and 
gets gorgeous Valentina Cortesa, 
seen in her secon U. S. film role. 

Tracy and Stewart are at home 
in their toughie roles. Neither are 
required to strain their acting 
talents but do give the parts a 
flavor that such pay off with the 
action fans. Miss Cortesa appears 
very well as a jungle torch singer 
in the Malayan saloon operated by 
Greenstreet. Spotted are two old 
tunes, “Blue Moon” and “Para- 
dise.” Greenstreet’s character of 
a sharp operator, wise in the ways | 
of man, comes over excellently. | 
Hodiak’s role of an FBI man is 
shorter than the other principals 
but well done. Barrymore is spot- 
ted briefly in the role of Boddy. 

Richard Thorpe’s direction is 
extremely expert in putting the 
script on film. It is well larded 
with tight action. the suspense is 
felt and the movement is fast. 


Gilbert Roland sharpens his part 


as a jungle adventurer and others 
measuring up include Roland 
Winters, Richard Loo, Ian Mac- 
Donaid and Tom Helmore. 

Edwin H. Knopf framed the 
roduction with a good tropical 
ackground to help show off the 
heroics and otherwise guided the 
picture to a good payoff. In keep- 
ing with the generally okay pro- 
duction dressing are lensing. musi- 
cal score and editing. Brog. 


Schaefer ‘Back 


George J. Schaefer, sales rep for 





indie producer Stanley Kramer. 
returns to New York over the 
weekend from five weeks in 
Europe. 

Schaefer has been exploring the 
unfreezing of Kramer’s coin 


abroad and attended preems 0’ 
“Home of the Brave” in London 
and Paris and of “The Champion” 
in Rome. 


entations should repeat the 
successes of the best British 
pictures in specialized Ameri- 
can theatres. 

Based on Pietro Di Donato’s 
novel, “Christ in Concrete.” 
the picture is set in New York 
and, according to the review, 
“is a tragedy of little people, 
whose sole concern is to have 
steady employment.” “Excel- 
lent characterization” was also 
cited in the review as “one of 
the strong points in the pro- 
duction.” Film, starring Sam 
Wanamaker and Lea Pado- 
vani, is being released in the 
U. S. by Eagle Lion. 











Riders in the Sky 
(SONGS) 


Columbia release of Gene Autry (Ar- 
mand Schaefer) production. Stars Autry; 
features Pat Buttram. Gloria Henry, Mary 
Beth Hughes, Robert Steve 
Darrell, Alan Hale. Jr.. Tom London. Di- 
rected by John English. Screenplay. Ger 
ald Geraghty, from story by Herbert A 


Livingston 


Woodbury; camera, William Bradford; 
editor, Henry Batistz; songs. Stan Jones. 
Jimmie Davis; musical director, Mischa 
Bakaleinikoff At New York theatre, 
N. Y., dual, week Nov. 29, "49. Running 
time, 69 MINS 

Gene Autry Gene Autry 
Anne Lawson Gloria Henry 
Chuckwalla Jones Pat Buttram 


Julie Steward 
Rock McCleary 
Ralph Lawson 
Marshal Riggs 
Old Man Roberts 


Mary Beth Hughes 
Robert Livingston 

‘ Steve Darrell 
Alan Hale. Jr 

Tom London 


Luke Hank Patterson 
Eee ee Ben Welden 
Bud Dwyer Dennis Moore 
Willard Agnew........ Joe Forte 
sss Kenne Duncan 
Coroner Frank Jaquet 


J. B. Balloway.... io 
Widow Cathart.. 


Roy Gordon 
Loie Bridge 





Gene Autry has blended Stan 
Jones’ recent hit, “Riders in the 
Sky.” into a fairly entertaining 


range fable that adds up into a 
strong b.o. entry for the action 
situations. Use of the song as the 
film’s title will also prove a likely 
factor at the wicket 

Told in flashback, the varn neatly 
outlines Autry’s fight to rid a fron- 
tier town of a crooked gambler’s 
ruthless domination. The sharper 
(‘Robert Livingston) has railroaded 
rancher Steve Darrell to jail on a 
phony murder rap. However, the 
latter’s comely y EE one ‘Gloria 
Henry) joins with Autry to wage a 
battle that eventually leads to her 
father’s release and punishment of 
the true culprits. 


Jones’ tune is crooned by Autry 
in the film's opening sequence and 
also receives a fanciful interpreta- 
tion when water carrier Tom Lon- 
don, a witness to the murder, dies 
at the trail side. A thundering 
herd, replete with choral effects, is 
superimposed on the scene depict- 
ing London's demise. 


Performances are relatively 
good. Autry is his customary stal- 
wart self while his sidekick, Pat 
Buttram, ably holds down the comic 
slot. Darrell is credible as ihe 
framed rancher; Livingston is suffi- 
ciently sinister as the No. 1 heavy, 
and Miss Henry impresses as Dar- 
rell’s daughter. Mary Beth Hughes 
is well cast as a saloon siren. Sup- 
porting players measure up under 
John English’s brisk direction. 
William Bradford’s camerawork is 
okay. Gilb. 


The Pirates of Capri 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Film Classics release of Victor Pahlen 
production. Stars Louis Hayward; fea- 
tures Binnie Barnes, Alan Curtis. Directed 
by Edgar Uimer. Sereenplay. Sidney Alex- 
ander; original, G. A. Colonna. George 
Moser; based on idea by Victor Pahlen: 
camera, Anchise Brizzi; score, Nina Rota. 
Previewed Nov. 28, ‘49. Running time, 
93 MINS. 
Captain Sirocco . 
Queen Carolina pe 
Commodore Van Diel .. 
Von Holstein ~ om 
Countess Mercedes 





Louis Hayward 
Binnie Barnes 
Alan Curtis 
Rudolph Serato 
Mariella Lotti 


Pepino .... Mikhail Rasumny 
Eee .. Virginia Belmont 
Carla Franca Marzi 
DE . +. 6e6s6ebece William Tubbs 


Alberto Califano 
Mario Auritano | 
Eric Culton | 
Michel aeneed 


“The Pirates of Capri” will have | 
its best chance in the secondary | 
action market, but needs plenty of | 
scissoring to tighten the present | 
unwieldy 93 minutes. The Louis! 
Hayward starrer was independently | 
produced in Italy and is being dis- | 
tributed through Film Classics. | 
The Hayward name. the title and! 
the costumed swahsbuckling will | 
help get it bookings. 

Plot of the Sidney Alexander | 
screenplay offers little that is new 
and the dialog consists mostly of. 
corny cliches. Some lift to the 
proceedings is given by Fdear U'!- 
mer’s direction. He menages to 
inject a number of exiting ation 
sequences, but neither he nor the 


Second Officer 
Third Officer 
Nicolo 





arn is one of those “Scarlet Pim. 
|pernel” things wherein Hayward 
is a fop in the Naples court when. 
ever he’s not out playing hero to 
group of rebellionists who want tg 
_kick out the queen and her police. 
' It ail comes off exactly as expected. 

Binnie Barnes is lost in her ro} 
of the queen and Alan Curtis an 
Mikhail Rasumny fare no better in 
| their assignments. Best work is 
| that of ee Serato, head of the 
police. Mariella Lotti makes a poor 
appearance as Hayward's romance 
and others are just adequate to 
script demands. 

Victor Pahlen’s production gains 
a lot in physical values from the 
Italian locale. Generous use of 
mob scenes, historic settings and 
other..toavehes almost overwhelm 
the hackneyed story. A good score 
by Nina Rota and okay lensing by 
Anchise Brizzi help in dressing up 
the footage. Brog. 


The Bievele Thief 
(ITALIAN) 
Mayer-Burstyn release of Vittorio De 
Sica production, directed by De Sica. 
Screenplay by Cesare Zavattini. based on 
novel by Luigi Bartolini; camera. Carle 
Montuori; editor, Eraldo Da Roma: music, 


glazers can do much with the story 


Alessandro Cicognini; English titles, Al- 
fred Hayes. Previewed in V. Y.. Nov. 25, 
‘49. Running time, 90 MINS. 
Antonio Lamberto Maggicrani 
Maria Lianella C>rell 
Bruno Enzo Staiola 
The Medium Elena Altieri 
The Thief Vittorio Antonucci 
Baiocco Gino Saltamerenda 
(In Italian; English Titles) 
An artistically superb picture 


from every angle, the Italian-made 
“Bicycle Thief’ arrives in America 
already holding most of the film 
awards presented in Europe during 
the past year. It’s sure to reneat its 
Oscar-garnering in the U. S 

Commercially, the pic is a cinch 
to clean up in the art houses. It 
should also find limited bookings 
in some standard theatres. Lack- 
ing the sex angles and the more 
blatant dramatics of the two Ro- 
berto Rossellini films. “Open City” 
and “Paisan,” handled by the same 
distrib ‘Mavyer-Burstyn), “Bicycle 
Thief’ is unlikely to repeat their 
widespread circuit bookings 

Produced in Rome in 1948, the 
film automatically puts director- 
producer Vittorio De Sica at the 
top of the group of native film- 
makers who found in postwar Italy 
the raw materials for a new brand 
of naturalistic drama and created 
out of it Sims that are probably as 
close as anvone has come to turn- 
ing celluloid footage into signifi- 
cant art. “Bicycle Thief” is un- 
doubtedly destined to bring on a 
critical dispute here as to the rela- 
tive merits of De Sica and Rossel- 
lini, with the former probably tak- 
ing the edge on the basis of at least 
this one picture. His “Shoe 
Shine” won him previous plaudits 
in the U. S. 

Made with a cast of principals 
who were picked up in Rome's 
streets and had never before faced 
a camera, and with a story incredi- 
ble in its simplicity as a basis for a 
90-minute film, the picture is a 
pure exercise in directorial virtu- 
osity. The beauty of it, however, 
is that that is never apparent. 
There are no obvious tricks and no 
obvious striving. While Rossellini 
ofttimes becomes strident, De Sica 
is always subtle. The tremendous 
emotion he gets into the picture 
appears to come completely natu- 
rally and with no evident effort. 

The utter simplicity of the story 
as the basis for a feature film is 
the cue to the picture’s greatness. 
On the surface it is nothing more 
than the theft of a bicycle from one 
of the army of unemployed in post- 
war Rome and his efforts of a Sun- 
day to find the thief and recover 
the vehicle. While the story ap- 
pears so narrow, it could hardly be 
broader. In its telling is the whole 
cosmic concept of right and wrong 
and of man’s desperate need of se- 
curity. 

In the bicycle Antonio sees the 
security of himself and his family, 
a means to feed and house them. 
It is necessary to his job in a city 
where jobs are scarce. With its 
theft, he sees his security and that 
of his wife and child pedalling 
away with it. It’s no wonder then 


(Continued on page 20) 
——— 


Loves of Colette 


“Loves of Colette,” French- 


made, which opened at the 
Ambassador theatre, N. Y., 
Friday (2) was reviewed in 


Vartety from Paris, May 5, 
1948, under its original title, 
“La Vie en Rose.” Reviewer 
Mazi felt pic’s “sombre theme 
will reduce foreign pull with 
oniy moderate returns in U. S.- 
French patronage spots.” Yarn 
revolves around a weak school- 
master who commits suicide 
because of student jibes and 
an unrequited love. Acting 
was credited, while direction 
was tabbed as being “uneven 
with some good scenes.” 

Pic is being released in the 
U. S. by Siritzky. 
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NABES SLICING BROADWAY BIZ 





MPAA Exporters’ 10 Points 


Committee being set up by the 


Motion Picture Assn. of .imerica 


member companies to aid and advise foreign producers in expand- 
ing their U. S. market will render the following specific services, 
according to the report made to the MPAA board last week 


“1. Provide information on U.S 


taxation affecting foreign films 


“2. Provide information on U. S. customs regulations governing 


the entry of foreign films. 


“3. Provide information on state censorship, 


“4. Provide information of the 
dustry’s voluntary self-regulation 


“5 Provide without charge a scr 


foreign language films 
“6. Arrange for the 
bond. 


importation 


where it exists 
provisions of the American in- 
production code 

eening service for the showing of 
storage of under 


and prints 


“7. Arrange for the reception of foreign producers and their rep- 


resentatives and provide necessary 


American film industry. 
“8. Provide standard forms of di 


contacts for them with the 


stribution contracts. Explain the 


provisions and terms of distribution contracts. 


“9 Provide lists of likely outlets for 


broken down by languages. 


foreign language films 


“10. Provide analyses of theatres and their potentialities in var- 


rious sections of the 
“Further services,” 


American market.” 
the report adds, 


“will be considered by the 


2 a and the committee as beeen sor nce is Soll o 








MPAA MPAA Asks Prods. fi 


from 6 Nations 


To Sit In On Two-Way Street’ Plan 


Pian of the Motion Picture Assn.¢+ 
of America to help foreign pro- 
ducers get more coin out of the 
U. S. market is based on the fact 
that virtually all adverse legisla- 
tion affecting Hollywood pix 
abroad is initiated by local pro- 
ducers. Company toppers feel a 
sincere effort to show overseas 
filmmakers that U. S. distribs are 
anxious to help them in this coun- 
try will lead to fewer restrictions 
on Yank product abroad. 

To further the “two-way street” 
plan—which is actually merely a 
goodwill move based on practicali- 
ties—representative producers from 
six film-producing countries will 
be brought to the U. S. shortly for 
a meeting with the MPAA assist- 
ance committee. 

Producers in each of the coun- 
tries will be asked to choose from 
among themselves a rep to attend 
the sessions. The transportation 
and expenses of the delegates will | 
be paid by MPAA member com- 
panies. Reps will be invited from 
Italy, France, Mexico, Argentina, 
Sweden and Spain. (England is ex- 
cluded from the services extended 
by the committee on the basis that 


its problems are different from 

those of foreign-language  pro- 

ducers.) 
The MPAA advisory committee 


will include the four foreign man- 
agers who assisted John G. McCar- 
thy. MPAA international depart- 
meni topper, to draw up the plan 
(Continued on page 25) 


Alcorn’s First Pic, 
Kings’ 4 and Other 
Indies for UA Distrib 


Continuing to add to its product 
lineup, United Artists has reached 
a deal with Ronald Alcorn for dis- 
tribution of “Johnny Holiday,” his 
initial venture as an indie. Pic is 
an autobiography of the million- 
aire grain operator, who spent his 
youth in a reformatory. 

Alcorn has been in New York for 
about a month with a print of the 
film. It was originally anticipated 
it would go to UA, but Alcorn re 
fused to sign in the hope of getting 
it handled by one of the Big Five 
theatre-owning distribs. Greg Baut- 
zer, his attorney, is expected in 
New York this week to close the 
deal with UA. 

Maurice King, of the King Bros., 
indie producers, also reportedly 
nailed down a four-pic deal with 
UA while east last week. Kings 
have been producing for Allied 
Artists, which company turned over 








their latest, “Deadly Is the Fe- 
male,” to UA for distribution. Fu- 
ture pix, it is understood, will be 
similarly handled. 


Under consideration now by UA 
is “Rapture,” made by John Shep- 
ridge, Robert Goelet. Jr.. and 
David Pelham in Rome about a 
year ago. Previous distrib deals 
recently closed by UA were for a 
group of pictures by the Nassour 
brothers and by Harry Sherman. 





Hans (Leo) the Lion 


Metro is celebrating its re- 
entry into Germany Jan. 1 
with a stunt aimed to catch the 
maximum attention by the 
Teutonic press. Company is 
flying over to Germany Friday 
(9) two lion cubs for presenta- 
tion to the depleted zoos of 
Frankfort and Munich. Nor- 
man Beckett, head of Metro's 
German sales org, will rep the 
company as donor. 

Cubs are supposed to be the 
great-great-great grandson and 
daughter of the original Leo. 











Govt. to Educate 


On Trust Laws 


Washington, Dec. 6. 

The Federal Government is pre- 
paring a new program of education 
and cooperation to warn off Ameri- 
can business firms which are liable 
to violate the anti-trust laws. An- 
nouncement came yesterday morn- 
ing (5) from Secretary of Com- 
merce Charles Sawyer, who has 
been appointed by President Tru- 
man to head up a coordinated com- 
mittee of government officials to 
enforce the anti-trust statutes and 
to prevent unwary businessmen 
from stepping over the line 

Such a program presumably 
would prevent infringements of the 
Sherman Act in the motion picture 
industry if the plan could be work- 
ed into an operating groove. “The 
program,” explained Sawyer, “will 
be designed to encourage legal and 


desirable practices, to discourage 
and bring about voluntary aban- 
donment of illegal or questionable 


practices, and to clarify for the 
businessman the line between what 
he can and cannot do legally.” 

At his recent appearance before 
the House Committee investigating 
monopoly, Eric Johnston urged 
some kind of organization which 
would warn businessmen in ad- 
vance whether a proposed move 
be contrary to the anti-trust laws 


Donahue’s Widow Files 
Privacy Suit vs. WB 





Los Angeles. Dec. 6 
Mrs. Alice M. Donahue, widow 
of Jack Donahue, filed suit for 


$350,000 against Warners, charging 
her privacy rights were violated 
by the characterization of her iate 
husband in “Look for the Silver 
Lining.” 

Plaintiff asks $200,000 general 
damages, $150,000 exampiary dam- 
ages and an injunction restraining 
further showing of the picture un- 
til the case is settled. 





GLEARANCE CUTS. 
EAAGTING TOLL 


mainstem theatres 
are suffering from the wholesale 
clearance cuts imposed by distribs 
in the New York area in the past 
year. The toll on the mazda belt's 
b.o. which has carried over for 
the past six months is blamed 
mainly on a reduction of clear- 
ances which now finds the nabes 
playing films in rapid order after 
a deluxe engagement in the Times 
Square sector, according to a con- 
sensus of Broadway theatre execs. 

Without the legal workings of 
a Jackson Park decree, N. Y. first- 
runs are taking it on the chin in 
the same fashion as the Chicago 
Loop houses, it is claimed. Since 
the differential in b. o. scales is 
even sharper in Gotham, the ef 
fect of clearance slashes is that 
much stronger, Broadway mana- 
gers assert 

In fixing the faster clearances 
as the main heavy in the current 
slump on the mainstem, it is ar- 
gued that the 7 to 21 clearance 
is the maximum rather than mini- 
mum time-lag between dates. As 
an instance, there has been a grow- 
ing tendency for an overlapping of 
Broadway first-runs with those in 
the Brooklyn downtown sector and 
theatres of similar genre in other 
boroughs. 

Pix opening in the Brooklyn Ful- 
ton street area are frequently 
slotted while the same fiim has 

(Continued on page 22) 


———___ 


WALLIS-HAZEN’S DUO 
BRINGS TOTAL T0 5 


The Hal Wallis-Joseph Hazen 
indie unit at Paramount will com- 
plete two pix this month to make 
a total of five for the year, Hazen 
said on his return to New York this 
week from confabs with his part 
ner on the Coast. The Wallis-Hazen 
output amounts to almost one- 
third of the entire 17-pic Para- 
mount production slate. 

Unit plans at least four films in 
1950 and possibly five, with the 
fifth to be made in England, Hazen 
said Producer was abroad this 
past summer and fall investigating 
the potentials for production next 
year. 

Pix winding up this month are 
“September,” Joan Fontaine-Jo 
seph Cotten starrer, part of which 
was shot in Italy, and “The 
Furies,” with Barbara Stanwyck, 
Walter Huston and Wendell Corey. 
The previous three turned out this 


Broadway's 





year were “Rope of Sand,” “My 
Friend Irma” and “Thelma Jor- 
dan.” 

On the ‘50 slate are “Irma Goes 
West,” starting Jan. 16; a Burt 
Lancaster-starrer, “No Escape,” 
starting in February, and “Night 
Man” and “Sound of Years.”’ sched 


uled for later in the 


year. 


production 


PESKAY TO COAST 


Edward J. Peskay, sales rep for 
United Artists producer Harry M 
Popkin, trained to the Coast Mon- 
day (5) for huddles with Popkin 
on forthcoming product. 

Producer has coming up “Cham- 
pagne for Caesar” and “D.O.A.”, 
which are in the can, while “Here 
Lies Love” is shooting and “The 
Big Wheel” is now in release. 





Don Carle Gillette 


details the 


Resistance of Progress 
in Show Biz, But the 
Invader Crows 
Mightier 


* . * 


one of the many editorial fectures 
in the forthcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Bul Market for Certain Off-B’way 


Sureseaters Puzzles Bway Deluxers 





Film Publicist 
Maurice Bergman 


mokes a pitch for a little more 
gaudy ballyhoo in a piece entitied 


Sartor Resartus— 
6r the Case 
for the Fancy Vest 
- —_ 


one of the many byline features 
in the upcoming 


AAth 


Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











FC's Forward Sten 
As Major Distrib 


With a flock of pix sewed up for 
release in 1950, Film Classics is 
laying grounds for expanding into 
a bigtime distrib organization 
Compared with only two major 
films handled by the company in 
the last 12 months, FC currently 
has at least six firstrun pix on its 
docket for next year, with three 
more likely to enter that category, 
in addition to a half-dozen smail 
er productions for double bill book 
ing 

On basis of its highly profitable 
release of Louis de Rochemont’s 


“Lost Boundaries” and Ida Lupi 
no's “Not Wanted,” Joseph Bern- 
hard, FC prexy, disclosed that 


many other important indie pro- 
ducers were starting to eye FC as 
a likely distrib outfit for their pix 
“We are now beginning to attract 
bigger producers and name play 
ers,”’ Bernhard said, adding that 

C has emerged from the crawling 
and walking stages and “wil! soon 
start to run.” 

Strictly a reissue outfit prior to 
Bernhard's entry into FC in 1947, 
the company has rapidly shifted 
the balance of its activity to re- 
leasing new pictures. With the 
earnings on “Lost Boundaries” to 
be reflected in the next quarterly 
earnings statement, the company 
is expected to show a hefty profit 
for the first time 

On FC's releasing roster for 
1950 will be “Pirates of Capri,” 
Louis Hayward starrer; “Guilty 
Bystander,” starring Zachary Scott 
and Faye Emerson; “Blackjack,” 
with George Sanders and Herbert 
Marshall; “It Happened in France,” 
with Dane Clark: “Saga of San 
guado,” with Viveca Lindfors; a 
Cornel Wilde starrer, as yet un- 
titled, and “Bride of Vengeance,” 
with Veronica Lake and Pedro 
Armendariz. In addition, there will 
be two films, “Vicious Years" and 
“Flying Saucer,” with new faces. 





Joan Fontaine's 3-Pic 
Deal at Paramount 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 

and Joan Fontaine 
on a three-picture 
rate of one film per 
will be signed 


Paramount 
have agreed 
deal at the 
annum. Contract 
this week 

Actress is currently playing in 
the Hal Wallis production, “Sep- 
tember,” at Paramount. 
Monogram Closes 

For Three Weeks 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

With completion of “Blonde 
Dynamite” on Dee. 10, Monogram 
stages will close for three weeks 
Only December 
“Roarin’ Trails,” a 
Brown gallope 
ly on location 

Filming on the lot will be re- 
sumed Jan. 3, with “The 
of Captain Plumb.” a Lindsley Par- 
sons production, 


other starter is 
Johnny Mack 


r, to be shot entire- 


+ 





Courage Cross, 


‘ 


Switch of two more New York 
houses into deluxe operation with 
British pix is further focusing the 
giims of LU} Gisirioutlion ~ 
hibition execs on the burgeoning 


i ; 
anenua i” 


biz of these off-trail houses. Fact 
that these sureseaters, which long 
have been supposed to appeal 


audiences, are 
up while the Broadway 
big-leaguers can't seem to main- 
tain pace, has industryites doing 
plenty of mulling 


(Coincidentally, 


purely to limited 


cleaning 


Broadway's the- 
atre managers are attributing 
their headaches chiefly to a pro- 
gressive scaling-down of clearances 
in New York between the big 
Times Square houses and the nabe 
first-runs See separate story in 
this issue 
From all indications of the biz 
being garnered, for instance, at 
tne Sutton currently with “The 
Fallen Idol,” the clientele is far 
from nure Fast Side. It annears to 


be coming from Brooklyn, the 
Bronx and other faraway areas. 
Why, film men are beginning to 


will audiences seek out a 

57th street and Third 
and others of its ilk—and 
Latter is becom- 


wonder, 
house at 
avenue 

avoid Broadway’ 
ing increasingly dependent upon 
the out-of-town tourist trade. 

While quality of some of the 
British product that's now attract- 
ing audiences to the off-Broadway 
houses ds certainly a factor in their 
success, it is well recognized that 
the same pix on Broadway would 
get nothing like the total grosses 
that they're now garnering through 
long runs 

Reasons? 

Question grises, of course, as to 
why New Yorkers will patronize 
these small houses and not the 
big first-runners. Various answers 
have been suggested. Among these 
are high admish taps on Broadway 

(Continued on page 22) 


B’ way Biz on Will 
Determine Sales Policy 


On ‘Samson & Delilah’ 


Paramount is delaying its de- 
cision on sales policy fer “Samson 
and Delilah” until it gets the full 
feel of b.o. reaction at the preem 
dates in New York. It is expected, 
however, that the company wili un- 
doubtedly favor bookings into the- 
utres which indicate their inten- 
tion of raising admission prices. 

De Mille epic will open at the 
Paramount and Rivoli, N. Y., Dee. 
21. With biz believed certain to be 
gigantic during the holiday period, 
company is figuring to wait until 
about Jan. 5 or 6 to get a real 
gauge of the picture’s draw De- 
cision will then be made on terms 
and the number of pre 





release en- 
gagements to be accepted. In any 
case, the pre-release dates will be 
Jimited, similarly to Par's success- 
ful policy on “The Unconquered” 
a couple years ago 

Playoff will be slow to allow pub- 
licity and word-of-mouth to seep 
through the country and each key 
city area following openings. There 
will be no preems after New York 
until Jan. 21, when about 12 houses 
will open the pic. That will be fol- 
lowed by about 10 more Jan. 26 
and another smal! group Feb. 2. 

Slow playoff will be in contrast 
to 20th-Fox's plans on its holiday 
special, “Prince of Foxes like- 
wise a multi-million dollar Techni- 
color opus 20th will use extra 
prints and aim for maximum book- 
ings over the holidays to tie in with 
a national ad campaign 


Deutsch Handed 
New Metro Deal 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 
Metro handed Armand Deutsch 
a new producer contract after “Am- 
bush,” his first production on that 
lot since moving over from RKO 
Currently Deutsch has two pic- 


tures in preparation “Right 
" starting in January, and 
“Three Guys Named Mike,” roll- 


ing late in March, 








_. other 





PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 





Licht L.A. Goes for ‘Battleground, 
Giant $50,000; Moment’ Dull 216, 


Baby’ Mild 226, ‘Laughing’ 266, 2d 





Los Angeles, Dec. 6. ¢ 


Outside of boxoffice barrage 
turned loose by Metro's “Battle- 
ground,” there is little activity at 
local firstruns currently. Battle- 
field opus looks smash $50,000 in 
two theatres, being way out in 
front. “Reckless Moment,” 
new pic, is thin $21,000 in 
two situations. 

“Baby Makes Three,” in five 
sites, is only $22,000. Holdovers, 
too, are off sharply. “Leave Them 
Laughing” is way off at $26,000, 
slight, for three houses on initial 
holdover round. “Beautiful Doll” 
shapes slim $23,000 in four sites, 
also second week. “Fallen Idol,” 
at Fine Arts, 
in second session with $7,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, 
Hawaii, Hollywood Music 
(Prin-Cor) +834; 902: 1.106; 512; 55- 


$1'\—“‘Kiss for Corliss” (UA) (2d 
wk.) Scant $9,500. Last week, 
small $15,500. 

Chinese, Los Angeles, Loyola, 
Uptown ‘(FWC) (2.048; 2,097; 1,248; 
1,719: 60-$1) — “Beautiful Doll” 
(20th) and “Satan’s Cradle” (UA) 
(2d wk) Down to light $23,000. 


Last week, good $43,700 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2.756; 2,344; 60-$1 
“Leave Them Laughing” (WB) ‘2d 
wk) Slow $26,000. Last week, 
sharp $51,000. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2,404: 1.538; 60-$1) — “Battle- 
ground” (M-G). Reopened Dec. 1 
under United Artists Theatre Cir- 
cuit operation. Smash $50,000. 


Houses dark past two weeks for 


remodeling. 
Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) 
(2.812; 2.890; 50-$1)—"All King’s 
Men” (Col) and “Chinatown After 
Dark” (Col) (3d wk) Down to 
$19.000. Last week, nifty $32,300. 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3.398; 1,451: 50-$1) 
—"“Reckless Moment” ‘Col) and 
“Alias Champ” (Rep). Dull $21,- 
000 Last week, “Chicago Dead- 
line” ‘Par) and “Kid Cleveland” 
(Rep) (2d wk). good $28,600. 
United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, 
Vocue, Culver (‘UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1.370; 880: 885; 1,145; 60-$1) — 
“Baby Makes Three” (Col) and 
“Master Minds” ‘Mono) Mild 
$22,000. Last week, 
xX” «(U) and “Black 
(Mono) (2d wk-4 days), 
Orpheum (‘D'town) (2,210: 50-95) | 
“Tough Assignment” (Indie) 
(2d run) with vaude headed by Pat 
Rooney, Sr. Nice $19,000. Last 
week, shorts with vaude headed 
by Gus Van, good $22,100. 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85- 
$1.50)\—“Heiress” (Par) (7th wk). 


Midnight” 
$13,300. 


— 


Slim $4,000. Last week. $5,300. 
Fine Arts ‘(FWC) (679; 85-$1)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (2d wk). Fast 


Last week, wow $8.500. 
Four Star (UA-FWC) 
85)\—"‘Intruder in Dust” 
(4th wk). Okay $2,500. 
$3 000. 
Laurel 
“Easy Money” 
$2,200. Lam work, weck, 


$7.000. 


85)— 
Oke 


(Rosener) (890; 
(EL) (2d wk). 
$3,000. 


Doll’ Hefty $1 $19,000 In 
Mont’l; ‘Ribbon’ 96, 2d 


Montreal, Dec. 6. 

In spite of competition of pre- 
Xmas shopping, all deluxers are 
standing up well here. “Beautiful | 
Doll” looks fine at Loew's to head 
list. “Doctor and Girl” looms 
good at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (‘(C.T.) (2,855; 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th). Fine 
$19,000. Last week, “Capricorn” 
(WB) ‘2d wk), $9,500. 

Capitol ‘C.T.) (2.412: 34-60)— 
“Pinky” (20th) (2d wk). Fat $13,- 
00U after sock first at $19,000. 

Palace (‘C.T.) (2,625: 34-60)— 
“Doctor and Girl” ‘(M-G). Good 
$14,000 Last week, “Midnight 
Kiss’ (M-G) (2d wk), big $15,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2.131: 34-60) — 
“Yellow Ribbon” (RKO; (2d wk). 
Nice $9,000 after sturdy $13,000 
opener. 

Imperial ‘C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — 
*“Eas} Living” (RKO) and “Arctic 
Fury’ (RKO). Sturdy $10,000 
Last week, “Savage Splendour” 
‘RKO) and “Roughshod’ (RKO), 
$6,000. 

» Orpheum (C.T.) (1 040; 34-60) — 

Red Light” (UA) and “Mountain 
Melody” (UA). Strong $7,000. 
Last week, “Lost Tribe” (Col) and 
“Ballroom” (Col), same. 


an- | 


is holding up well | 


| 


“Story Molly | 


| 


(900; 60-, 
(M-G) | 
Last week, 


40-65)— | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $485,600 
(Based on 17 theatres i 
Last Year $575,000 
_ (aus on 16 theatres.) 








Forsyte Smash. 
$15,000 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 6. 
“Forsyte Woman,” a biggie, is 
topping town in easy fashion this 
week. Two other new bills, “Kiss 
for Corliss” and “Reckless Mo- 
ment,”’ are disappointing and mak- 
ing overall total sag “Pinky” 
heads the holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Kiss for Corliss’ (UA). Dim 
$8,000 for theatre’s lowest figure 
in months. Last week, “Bride fur 
Sale” (RKO), pleasing $13,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 55-75) — 
“Pinky” (20th) (3d wk). Sturdy 


i 


Wednesday, December 7, 1949 





Prov. Pushes Up With 


$8,000 after big $11,000 second | 


round. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 
“Forsyte Woman” (M-G). 
the town, smash $15,000. 
Last week, “Fighting Man” 
9 days, solid $9.500. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 
—"Red, Hot, Blue” (Par) (2d wk- 
4 days). 
of holdover. 
$3.500 after robust $9,500 opener. 
Last week, “Gal Took West” (U) 
opened Monday (5>. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 
“Reckless Moment” (Col). 
pointing $8,000. Last week, 
Them Laughing” ‘WB), 
$13,500 


Frisco Cool, B. 0. Hot: 
‘Forsyte’ Fancy $21,000, 
‘Ribbon’ Lusty 15G, 2d 


San Francisco, Dec. 6. 

Cooler weather is killing many 
outdoor sports here currently, with 
theatre biz perking up as a result. 
Despite plethora of holdovers, 
trade is continuing well at most 
spots. Of newcomers, “Everybody 
Does It” is just okay at the huge 
Fox, but “Forsyte Woman” looms 
smash at Warfield, now a Loew's 
operation. “Wore Yellow Ribbon” 
still is great in second stanza at 
Golden Gate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate 
85)\—""Wore Yellow Ribbon” 
and “Brother's Keeper” 
wk). Fast $15,000. Last week, sock 


Fox (FWC) (4.651; 66-95) — 
“Everybody Does It” (20th) and 
(Mono). Mild $15,- 


“Master Mind” 
000. Last week. “Beautiful Doll’ 


(Continued on page 24) 


55-75 )— 
Topping 


dipping to 


55-75)-— 
Disap- 
“Leave 
breezy 





(RKO) 


Replaced after four days | 


Holds. | 
(20th), | 


55-75) | 


| 


'] 


limp | 


(RKO) (2,844: 60-' 
(EL) (2d) 


‘Sword’ Sharp $17,000; 
‘Pinky’ Proud $18,000 


Providence, Dec. 6. 
This show town never seems to 
fall off for very long. Hitting a 
very fast pace to lead the field is 
Majestic’s “Sword In Desert.” 
Metropolitan looks smash with 
“Pinky. " RKO Albee shapes okay 
| with * ‘Blue Lagoon.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65)— 
“Blue Lagoon” (U) and 
Raiders” (RKO). Okay 
Last week, “Bride for Sale” 
and “Deputy Marshal” 
solid $15,000 
Fay’s (Fay) 


(RKO) 
(Indie), 


(1.400; 44-65)—“On 


The Avenue” (20th) (reissue) and 
vaude. Steady $8.000. Last week, 
‘Golden Stallion” (Rep) and vaude, 
nice $9,000. 

Majestic ‘Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Sword In Desert” ‘U) and “Black 
Midnight” (Mono). Sturdy $17,000, | 


and big for this week. Last week, 
“Beyond Forest” (WB) and “Tough | 
Assignment” (SG), $12,000. 
Metropolitan ‘Snider) (3,100; 50- | 
70)\—"Pinky” (20th). Scale upped 
slightly for this one, smash $18,- 
000 or two times what house does 
normally. Last week, “Jolson Sings 


Again” (Col) (‘4th wk), steady 
$11,000. 
State (Loew) (3.200; 4465)— 


“Adam’s Rib” (M-G) ‘2d wk). Good 
$12,500 after sock $19,000 opener. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘And Baby Makes 3” (Col) and 
“Feudin’ Rhythm” (Col), Opened 
Monday (5). Last week “Reckless 
Moment” (Col) and “Prison War- 
den” (Col), thin $8,500. 


‘Sword Keen At 
$12,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 

With annual shopping binge get- 
ting under way earlier than ever, 
entertainment emporiums are sing- 
ing the blues here. Several new- 
comers, notably “Forsyte Wo- 
man,” “Bride for Sale,” and 
“Sword in Desert.”” however. seem 
able to buck downward trend fairly 
well. “Pirates of Capri” is okay at 
RKO-Pan. 

Estimates for This Week 





Century ‘Par) (1.600: 50-70) — 
“Late for Tears” (UA). Slow $4,000. 
Last week, “Holiday Inn” (Par) (re- 


issue), great $8,000. 

Lyceum’ ‘Nederlander) 
$1.20-$1.80) — “Red Shoes” (EL) 
(2d run). Repeat roadshow date 
for this, which had nine-week run 
at World originally. Hitting profit- 
able $5,000 pace. Last week, “Quar- 
tet” (EL) (3d wk), ditto. 

Radio City War) ‘4.000; 50-70)— 
“Forsyte Woman” ‘(M-Co). Slight 
$12,000. Last week, “Red, Hoi, 
Blue” (Par), dim $11,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—"Bride for Sale” (RKO), Trim | 
$11,000. Last week, “Big Cat” (EL) | 
and vaudeville. nice $23,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) ‘1,600; 50-70)— 
“Pirates of Capri” (FC). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Abandoned” 


(U), $6,000. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
(‘U). Nice $12,- 


“Sword in Desert” 
“Fighting Man” 


000. Last week, 

(20th), $12,500. 
(400; 50-70) —| 
(M-G) (3d wk). 


World (Mann) 
profitable at $3,000. Last 


(1,900; 


“Madame Bovary” 
Still 


week, virile $3,500. 


Pinky’ Tops Det., Powerhouse $45,000: 
‘Laughing’ NSH 166, ‘Forsyte’ 126 


| 

‘ 

| Detroit, Dec. 6. 
“Pinky” is bringing in best biz 

in more than two years for straight- 

filmers at the Fox. with sock ses- 


| sion in sight. Number lined up 
‘in the morning, forces house to 
open at 9:30 o'clock. Theatre 


uses two extra shows daily. 

“Forsyte Woman” is getting good 
play at Adams. “Beyond Forest” 
looks okay at Michigan, but “Leave 
Them Laughing” is very disap- 
pointing at Palms. “Intruder in 
Dust” looms light at Downtown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Pox- Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Pinky” (20th) Terrific $45,000. 
Last week, “Everybody Does It” 
(20th) (2d wk) plus stage show 
headed by Lena Horne, fast 
$32,000. 

Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4,000: 


70- 95)—* Beyond Forest” ‘WB: 
and “Deputy Marshal” (Indie). 
Just okay $20.000. Last week, 
“Chicago Deadline” (‘Par) and 
“Treasure Monte Carlo” (Indie) (2d 
wk', $16,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 


“Leave Them Laughing” (WB) and 

“Alias the Champ” (Mono). Aver- 
age $16,000. Last week, “Seabis- 
cuit” (WB) and “Song Surrender” 
‘Par), $15,000. 

United Artists ‘UD) (2,000; 75- 
90'\—“Holiday Inn” (Par) and 
“Lady Eve” (Par) (reissues). Mild 
$9,000. — Last week, “Red, Hot, 
“Blue” (Par) and “Threat” (RKO), | 
oke $17,000. 

Madisen (UD) (1,800: 70-95) — 
“Chicago Deadline” (Par) (third 
week downtown) and “Seabiscuit” 
(WB) (m.o.’s) (second week down- 
town). Fair $7,000. Last week, 
“Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col) (‘7th 
wk), fine $8,000. One of most suc- 
cessful runs here in vears 

Adams (Balaban) ‘1,700: 70-95) —~ 
“Forsyte Woman” (M-G). Good 
$12,000 Last week, “Sword in 
Desert” (U) and “Zamba” ‘EL) (2d 
wk), $6,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900: 70- 
95'—“Intruder in Dust” (M-G) and 
“Red Stallion in Rockies” (EL). 
Thin $8,000 Last week, “Gone 
With Wind” 


“Masked | 
$12,000. | 


Hub Drags But ‘Molly X’-Vande Fair 
$17,000; ‘Bride’ 186, Forest’ Dim 17¢ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week _ $2,347,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 202 
theatres, chiefly first runs. tw 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,706.000 
(Based on 22 cities and 211 
theatres. 


Balto Biz Blows; 
Baby ’-Vaude 156 


Baltimore, Dec. 6. 

Holiday shopping and almost 
100 percent h.o. of product on 
downtown front is having its effect 
on biz here this week. Best activity 
is reported for “Baby Makes 
Three” with real assist from eight | 
vaude acts at combo Hippodrome. 
“Pinky” is maintaining okay pace 
at the New. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — “Big Wheel” ‘UA). Starts 
today (Tues.) after second week 
of “Adam’s Rib” (M-G did nice 
$9,500 on heels of strong opening 
round of $15,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-80)\—“‘Baby Makes Three” (Col) 
plus vaude. Fullsome stageshow 
helping to good $15,000. Last week, 
“Follow Me Quietly” (Col) with 
Louis Prima orch and Harmonicats 
hit sturdy $17,200. 

Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 














60)—" Holiday Inn” (Par) (reissue) 


Opening tomorrow (‘Wed.) after 
week of “Free For All” ‘U) did 
dim $4,500. In ahead, “Bagdad 


(U) okay $10,400 in 8 days. 
Mayfair ‘Hicks) ‘980; 20-65) — 


“Fury At Sea” (20th) (reissue) 
Opening tomorrow ‘Wed.) follow- 
ing second week of “Thieves’ 
Highway” (20th) reached average 
$4,000 after good $5,900 opener. 
New (Mechanic) ‘1,800; 20-60)— 
“Pinky” (20th) (3d wk). Starts 


third round tomorrow 
second sesh held to $8,000. 
was big $10,300. 

Stanley ‘WB) 
“Kiss For Corliss” (‘Par). Drab 
$7,000. Last week, “Leave Them 
Laughing” (WB), okay $15,600. 
Town (‘Rappaport’) (1,500; 35-65) 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO) 
Fairish $8.000. Last week, “Bride 
For Sale” (RKO), $8,400. 


Rib’ Tickles Seattle, 
$15,000; Berle Nice 106 


Seattle, Dec. 6. 

“Jolson Sings Again” will wind- 
up at the Liberty this week, after 
a dandy six weeks. Ace newcomer 
is “Adam’s Rib,” smash at Fifth | 
Avenue. “Leave Them Laughing” | 
looms fine at Orpheum but not as 
strong as expected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum ‘H-E) (1,877; 59-84)— 
“Red, Hot, Blue” (Par) and “Golden 
Stallion” (Rep), (2d wk). Fair $5.,- 
000. Last week swell $11,300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,239: 59- 
84) — “Adam's Rib” ‘(M-G) and 
“Prison Warden” (‘Col’). Smash 
$15,000. Last week, “Forsyte Wom- | 
an” (M-G) and “Against Wind” 
‘EL), nice $8,100 in 8 days. 

Liberty ‘Theatres, Inc.)¢ (1,650; 
59-$1) — “Jolson Sings Again” 
(Col) (6th wk). Okay $6,000. Last 


week, $7,900. 
Music Box ‘H-E) (850: 59-84)— 
“Pinky” (20th) and “Park Lane” 
Solid $3,000. Last 


(EL) (6th wk). 

Music Hall ‘H-E) (2,200: 59-84) | 
“Ichabod” (RKO) and “Down 
Memory Lane” (EL) (2d wk). Good | 
$5,500 after great $13,400 last. 
week. 

Orpheum (‘H-E) (2.600: 59-84)— 

“Leave Them Laughing” (WB) and | 

“Master Minds” (Mono). Nice $10,- 
000 or near for Milton Berle pic. 
Last week, “Beyond Forest” (WB) 
and “Rhythm Hits Ice” (Rep) (2d 
wk), $6,700. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 40-69) 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G) and 
“Treasure Monte Cristo” (SG). 

2a runs) plus stage. Fair $4,500. 
Last week, “Sword in Desert” (U) 
‘24 run}, and “Tuxedo Junction” 
Rep)! plus Weaver Bros. and 
Elviry, $5,600. 

Paramount ‘H-E) (3,039: 59-84) 
“Beautiful Dol!” (20th) and “China- 
town Midnight” (Col) (2d wk). 
Down to $5,000 after okay $10,700 


(3.280; 25-75) 





week, $3,800. 


(M-C) (reissue), 4,500. opener, 


(‘Wed.) after | 
Opener | 


‘yo Joe,” 
/town but at modest 


Boston, Dec. 6. 
Drab biz continues along main. 
stem this stanza with Xmas shop- 
| pers seemingly allergic to theatre 
‘shows. Even newcomers, “Bride 
for Sale” at Memorial, “Beyond 
Forest” at Met, and “Fighting Mad 
of Plains” at Paramount and Fen. 
way are not creating much stir. 
“Story of Molly X” plus vaude at 
Boston looks fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor ‘(Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) 
“Pinky” (20th) (9th wk). Still okay 
$4,000 after $4,300 for eighth round, 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 55-85). 
“Story of Molly X” (U) plus vaude, 
Vaude folds temporarily this stanza, 
but this should wind up with fair 
$17,000. Last week, “Baby Makes 
Three” (Col) plus vaude, same. 
Esquire (ATC) (960; 35-95)-. 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing to about $2,500 after nice $3,000 


for second. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Fighting Man” (20th) and “Holly. 
wood Varieties” (Indie). Sub-stand- 
ard $5,000. Last week, “Red. Hot, 
Blue” (Par) and “Dan Patch” (UA), 
$5,500. 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; 35-85)— 

“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (3d wk). Oke 
$2.800 after about same for second, 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)~— 
“Bride for Sale” (RKO). Fair $18. 
000. Last week, “Wore Yellow Rib- 
bon " (RKO) (24 wk), nice $12,000 
in 8 days. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40-85) 
—**Beyond Forest” (WB) and ‘“Mas- 
terminds” (Indie). Slow $17,000, 
Last week, “Leave Them Laugh- 
ing” (WB) and “Tough Assign- 
ment” (SG), disappointing $16,500, 

Orpheum (Loew) ‘3.000; 40-85)— 
“Adam's Rib” (M-G) (2d wk). Down 
to $14,500 after neat $21,000 for 
first. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85)— 
“Fighting Man” (20th) and “Holly- 
wood Varieties” (Indie). Fair $11.- 


000. Last week, “Red, Hot, Blue” 
‘Par) and “Dan Patch” ‘UA), 
$12,000. 

State ‘Loew) (3.500; 40-85)— 


“Adam's Rib” (M-G) (2d wk). Mild 
$9,000 after fairly good $13,000 for 
first. 


Toronto Steady; ‘Bride’ 
$9 (00. ‘Wheel’ Turning 
Big 146, Forest’ 136 


Toronto, Dec. 6 
Holdovers of “Forsyte Woman" 
and “Inspector Genera)” are pacing 
field currently. “Big Wheel” shapes 
best in four spots with big session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol. Nortown, Shea's (FP) 
(1,079: 959; 2.386: 40-70\—‘Bride 





For Sale’ (RKO: Fair $9.000. 
Last week. “Beautiful Doll” (20th) 
(2d wk), $9,200. 


Downtown, Glendale. Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1.059: 955: 698: 694: 
35-60\—"“Big Wheel” ‘UA) = 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot” ‘Col). Big 
$14,000. Last week. “Thieves 
Highway” (20th) and “Tanks a Mil- 
lion” (Indie) (reissue), $10.000. 

Eglinton. University (FP) (1.080; 
1.556: 40-70)\—“Reckless Moment” 
(Col). Good $10,500. Last week, 
“Spring in Park Lane” (EL), $9.000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 40-70)\— 
“Inspector General” (WB) (3d wk). 
Excellent $11,000 after last week's 
$14,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2.096: 40-70)— 
“Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (2d wk). 
ba $11,000 after last week's $15, 


Odeon (Rank) (2.390: 50-$1.20)— 
“Beyond Forest” (WB). Satisfac- 
tory $13.000. Last week. “Tokyo 
Joe” (Col) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.743: 40-70\— 


“Red Danube” (M-G). So-so $7.- 
000. Last week, “Scene of Crime” 
(M-G) and “Border Incident” 
(M-G), $6,000. 





Indpls. Sags But ‘Tokyo’ 
Fair $11,000; ‘Red, Hot’ 9G 


Indianapolis, Dec. 6. 

Biz is dropping at firstruns here 
this week, with Christmas shopping 
in full swing and Sonja Henie’ s ice 
show still getting a big play. ‘“Tok- 
Loew’s entry, is ieading 
igure. “Red, 
Hot and Blue” at Indiana and “Be- 
yond Forest” at Circle both are 
weak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44 
65)—“Beyond Forest” (WB) and 
“One Night With You” ‘Indie’. 
Dim $7,500. Last week, “Leave 
Them Laughing” (WB) and “Black 
Midnight” (Mono), $8.500. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
“Red, Hot. Blue” (Par) and ‘Song 
Surrender” (Par). Tepid $9.000. 
Last week, “Beautiful Dol!” (20th) 


(Continued on page 24) 
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Moon Festival Winners Up ‘Lucasta’ 


Tasty $50,000, Chi; 


‘Undertow $13,000, 


Baby’ $11,000; ‘Bagdad’ Hot 136, 2d 





Chicago, Dec. 6. ¢ 


While Chi Loop grosses are off 
from holiday week ahead, still biz 
seems better than pre-Thanksgiv- 
ing. Most new product is doing 
moderately well. Oriental brought 
in Sun-Times Harvest Moon 
Festival Winners plus Al Morgan 
and Bonnie Baker onstage to bol- 
ster “Anna Lucasta,” and 
$50,000 seems likely. Palace ma) 
hit fair $13,000 with locally shot, 
“Undertow.” and “Secret St 
Ives.” 

Roosevelt is doing fairly well 
with “And Baby Makes Three” 
with $11,000. “Adam’s Rib” at 
State-Lake dropped off but is still 
crisp $14,000 for second week. 
“Bagdad” at Grand is holding to 
nifty $13,000 on holdover. 

Third week of “Pinky” at Woods 
is lush $25,000. “Red Shoes,” in 
5ist week at Selwyn, looks strong 
with $5,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (‘B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th) with Xavier 
Cugat orch (2d wk). Okay $45,000. 
Last week, fine $59,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98:\— 
“Deputy Marshal” (Indie) and 
“Treasure Monte Carlo” (Indie). 
Fairish $6,000. Last week, “Bor- 
der Incident” (M-G) and “Secret 
Garden” (M-G) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Bagdad” (U) (2d wk). Fast 
$13,000. Last week, hot $19,000. 

Oriental ‘(Essaness) (3,400; 50- 
98)—‘‘Anna Lucasta” (Col) with Al 
Morgan and Bonnie Baker plus 
Harvest Moon Festival Winners on- 
stage. Fancy at $50,000. Last 
week, “Big Wheel” (UA) with 
“High Bution Shoes” tab unit on- 
stage (3d wk', okay $34,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98:'— 
“Undertow” (U) with “Secret of 
St. Ives” (Col). Fair $13,000. Last 
week, “Bride For Sale” (RKO) and 
“Strange Bargain” (Col) (2d wk), 
$9,000 

Rialto (Indie) 


ol 


(1,700; 50-98)— 
“The Wench” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Perky $9,000. Last week, $6,000. 

Roosevelt (‘B&K) (1,500; 50-98'— 
“Baby Makes Three” (Col) and 
“Mary Ryan, Detective” (Col). Fine 
$11,000. Last week, “Fighting 
Man” (20th) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40: —"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5lst 
wk). Still holding nicely at $5,000 
after $5,300 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,500; 50-98) 
—‘‘Adam's Rib” (M-G) (2d wk). Oke 
$14.000. Last week, stout $24,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98'—"*‘Reckless Moment” (Col) and 


“Chinatown Midnight” (Col) (2d 
wk’. Light $6,500. Last week 
$9,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—| 
“Pinky” (20th) (3d week). Hefty 
$25,000 probable. Last week, 
$34,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80) “Side- 


walks of London” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Fairish $2,300. Last week, ditto. | 
| 


‘FOR ALL’ FINE $7,500 © 
IN LAGGING L’VILLE ; 


Louisville, Dec. 6. 
Main stem is teeming with shop- 
pers these days, but most of them 
are passing up the film houses. 
“Red, Hot and Blue” at Rialto is 
shaping as top money-getter, but 
not big. “Free for All” at Mary 
Anderson teed off briskly. “Out- 
post in Morocco” at Rialto is doing 
medium trade. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People's) (1.400; 
45-65'—‘‘Free for All” (U). Fine 
$7,500. Last week, “Leave Them 
Laughing” (‘WB', big $10,000. 
Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue’ (3.000; 
45-65 '—"“‘Red, dot, Blue” (Par) and 
“Strange Bargain” ‘RKO. Fairly 
good $14,000. Last week, “Beau 
tiful Doll” (20th) and “Alias 
Champ” (Rep), $15,000, and m.o 
State ‘Loew's! (3,000; 45-65'— 
“Outpost Morocco” (UA) and “Too 
Late for Tears” (UA). Medium 
$11,000. Last week, “Forsyte 
Woman” (M-G), neat $14,000. 
Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Thieves’ Highway” ‘20th’ and 
“Omoo" (Indie). Mild $4,500. 
Last week. “Easy Living’ (RKO) | 
and “Make Mine Laughs” (RKO), 
virile $7.000. 
¢ " 400-Car Ozoner 
Greensboro, N. C. 
The Bur-Gra Drive-In, newly con- 
strucic:’ outdoor theatre between 








Burlir «©. and Graham, opened 
Nov. 23. Has capacity for aon! 
400 outos. 


fancy 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from ihe vari- 
ous “key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
vilaying percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The arenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Red, Hot Warm 
$13,000 in D.C. 


Washington, Dec. 
With holdovers and reissues a - 
dominating at town’s big houses, 








biz is on downgrade after last 
week's holiday boom. “Red, Hot, 
Blue,” at Warner, sole firstrun 
newcomer, shapes only fair Of 
holdovers, “All Kinz’ > Men at 
Playhouse and “Pinky” at Palace 


loom steadiest 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— | ¢ 


“Johnny Eager” ‘(M-G) (reissue), 


plus vaude. Nice $22,000. Last 
week, “Doctor and Girl” 4M-G) | 
plus vaude headed by Johnnie | 


Johnston, below hopes at $26,000 | 
in 9 days. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — 
“Bride for Sale” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $8,500 after strong | 
$12,000 last week. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Pinky” (20th) (2d wk). Steady 
$15,000 after fine $19,000 opener. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432: 50-85) 
—‘All King’s Men” (Col) (2d wk). 
Tops town for second consecutive 


week, with hot $11,000 after record | 


breaking $12,500 last week. Ex- 
panded schedule still holds 
National (Heiman: ‘1,600: 44-74) 


—‘Fighting Man” (20th) (2d wk). 
Fair $4,500 after $6,000 last week 


Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 
“Red, Hot, Blue” (Par) Okay 
$13,000. Last week, “Leave Them 
Laughing” (WB), nice $15,000. 

Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (654: 44-80) — 
“Holiday Inn” (Par) (reissue) (2d 
wk. Nice $8,000 after lively 


$9.000 first round. 


| New Films Boost Philly; 
‘Bagdad’ Wham $24,000, 
‘Pinky’ Terrif $42,000 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 
“Pinky” is making the most 
noise in midtown film sector this 
week, with long lines of customers 
insuring smash session at Fox. 
Other major newcomer is “Bag- 
, wow at the Boyd. Elsewhere 
is mainly holdover, 
Adam's Rib” standout in 
Karlton stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine 





“Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col: (10th 
wk). Down to $10,000, but still 
strong. Last week, $14,000. 


Boyd (WB) (2,260; 50-99'—“Bag- 
dad” (U). “Wow $24,000, or near. 
Last week, ‘Tell to Judge” (Col), 
$10,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) 
cago Deadline” (Par) (2d wk). Fair 
$17,000 after big $24,000 first edi- 
tion. 


Fox (20th) (2,260; 50-99) — 
“Pinky” (20th). Town's top grosser 
at smash $42,000. Last week. 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th), $15,000 

Goldman ‘Goldman’: (1,200; 50- 
99'\—"‘Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (3d 
wk) Okay $11,000 Last week. 
tine $16,000. 


Karlton (Goldman) (1.000; 50-99 
— “Adam's Rib” (M-G: (3d wk). 
Great $13,500. Last week. $17,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)-—~ 
“Leave Them Laughing” ‘WB: 
(2d wk). Slipped to $16,000 barely 
after cke $27,000 tee-off. 

Stanley (WB: (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Bride for Sale" (RKO) (2d wk). 
Down to $10,000. Last week, mod- 


est $16,000. 

Stanton ‘WB (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Fighting Man” (20th) (2d wk). 
Strong $10,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Trans-L ee (T- ($00; 50-99)— | 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (3d wk). 
Holding fast pees at $10, 000. Last 


jweek, huge $11, 


| “Roseanna 
| well 
| Man” 


‘DOLL’ DANDY $15,500, 
PORT.; ‘LAUGHING’ 106 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 6. 
. pix are a biz a 
uns 


this reek. “Beautiful | 
Date at Oriental and Goshen | 
looks great but “Leave Them, 
Laughing” does not shape smash 


at Paramount. “Bagdad” and “For- 


syte Woman” are doing okay in 

holdover stanzas. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 


| —*Bagdad” 
Painting” 
Last week 


(‘U) and “Girl in the 
1) (2d wk). Fat $10,000 
sock $15,300. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-$1) 
—‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (9 
days) (6th wk'. Okay $5,000. Last 
| week, $4,000 

Oriental (H-E) 

“Beautiful Doll” 

“Thieves’ Highway” (20th), day- 
date with Orpheum, Solid $6,000 
Last week, “Wore Yellow Ribbon” 
(RKO) and “Angels Disguise” 
(Mono), big $7,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th) and 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th), also 
Oriental. Terrific $9,500. Last 
week, “Chicago Deadline” (Par) 
and “Stampede” (Rep) (2d wk), 
$5,500 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Leave Them Laughing” ‘WB) 
and “Blondie Hits —. (Col) 
Good $10,000 or near. Last week, 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) and 
“Angels Disguise’ (Mono), great 
$11,500 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
RAi\—"“‘Forsvte Woman” (M-G) (2d 
wk’). Good $7,000. Last week, solid 
$9,000. 


Roseanna McCoy 


$14,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 6. 


Holdovers are predominant here 
currently. Ace straight-filmer is 
McCoy,” doing very 
at Ambassador. “Fighting 
paired with vaude is doing 
i|nicely at Fox. “Adam's Rib” is 
holding big at $18,000 at Loew’s 
in second round while “Jolson 
Sings Again” is sticking near last 
| week’s figure with resounding take 
‘in third St. Louis frame. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—"“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) and 
“Threat” (RKO). Nice $14,000. 
Last week, “‘Blue Lagoon” (U) and 
“Gal Took West” ‘(U), $10,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
“Fighting Man” (20th) and vaude. 
Good $17,000. Last week, “Brim- 
stone” (Rep) and vaude, $19,500. 

Loew's ‘Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Adam's Rib” (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
big $18,000 following sock $28, 000 
| initial stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Leave Them Laughing” (WB) and 
“Golden Stallion” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Down to $11,000 after oke $14,000 
first session 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60-90)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (3d wk). 
Still stout with $16,000 after $19,- 
000 in second stanza. 


(2,000; 50-85) 
(20th) and 





‘FIGHTING MAN’ BEST 


with | 
third | 


(WB) (1,303; 60-$1.25)— | 


—"“Chi- | 


BET IN PITT, $9,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 
Biz is off here currently, with 
conditions generally considerably 
below par, nothing much is looked 


for until Xmas. Best of the new 
crop is “Fighting Man,” doing well 
at Fulton “Savage Splendor” 


looms only so-so at Warner. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Fighting Man” (20th). Give this 
house decent outdoorer and it'll do 
well. This is no exception. Should 


get $9,000. _ solid. Last week, 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th), $9,200 in 
8 days. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Tell to Judge” (Col). Comedy got 
indifferent notices and so is the 
$9,000 it is getting. Last week, 
“Pinky” (20th) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Penn ‘Loew's-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—‘Adam's Rib” (M-G) (2d wk’ 
Tracy-Hepburn comedy dipping to 
$11,000 after last week's fancy 
$19,000 

Stanley 
“Red, Hot 
000 Last 
Laughing” 


(WB) (3,800; 45-80) 
Blue” (Par). Mild $14.- 
week, “Leave Them 


(WB) a big disappoint- 


|} ment at $15,000 for holiday stanza 


| 


of 8 days 
Warners (WB) 
“Savage Splendor” (‘RKO’) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” ‘RK®) 
Jungle film, rated best of lot by 
local crix, getting some attention 


(2,000; 45-80) 


t $7,000. Last week, “Bride For 
le” (RKO), dim $8,000 in 10 
days. 


Holdovers Plus Pre-Holiday Lull 
Nip Bway; ‘Dancing’-Stageshow 


Usual pre-holiday dip along with 
an excess supply of holdovers is 
being accentuated at Broadway 
firstrun theatres this week by an 
early Xmas shopping rush. Stores 
report their places as packed as the 
week before Christmas, which 
means that few shoppers are going 
to places of amusement Re sult is 
very slow trade at a big majority of 
deluxers. Only a few of “the har- 
diest pictures are measuring up to 


their potential strength, with 
managers not anticipating much 
relief until Christmas. Opening 


right in the middle of this down- 
beat, “Dancing in Dark,” with 
songstress Mindy Carson heading 
stage will do only $60,000 at 
the Roxy. While the house is one 
of the few theatres rated as doing 
real business, this is much below 
expectancy. “Story of Moily X” 
is not doing so poorly at near $14.- 
000 for Criterion in view of con- 
ditions. 

“Movie Crazy” floundered so 
badly at under $6,000 at Rialto that 
it is being yanked after six days, 
with lineup of reissues coming in 
today. Palace, with “Threat” and 
vaude, is around $18,000, okay but 
not strong 

Strongest holdover is “Great 
Lover,” with Claude Thornhill band 
and Saraly Vaughan on stage, at 
Paramount. Looks nice $66,000 in 


second round. Milton  Berle's 
“Leave Them Laughing,” with 
Latin-American revue, is down 


sharply to $40,000 in second stanza 
at Strand. Same is true of second 
week of “Holiday Affair” at State 
with $19,000 or under. “Intruder 
in Dust” still is solid at $21,000 in 
initial holdover frame at Mayfair 


Extended-runs are being led by 
“Battleground,” which is proving 
its championship class by holding 
at near $37,000 in fourth week at 
Astor, plenty big for season of 
year. 

Music Hall brings in its annual 
Christmas show and pageant with 
“On the Town” tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Fourth week of “Forsyte Woman” 
at Hall is way down to $101,000. 
Capitol opens “Red Danube,” with 
new stageshow, the same day, after 
three nice weeks with “Wore Yel- 
low Ribbon" and Dick Contino unit 
onstage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—*“Battleground” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Continues sock with $37,000 in 
present stanza after $47,000 last 
week. Stays on indefinitely. 

Bijou ‘(C ity Inv.) (589; §1. 20- | 
$2.40)\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (59th 
wk). Still very stout at $9,000 after 
$10,000 last week, below hopes. 
Continues. 

Capitel ‘Loew's: (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) 
with Dick Contino unit (3d-final 
wk). Holding fairly well at $35,000 
‘after good $46,000 last week. “Red 
Danube" ‘(M-G), plus Shep Fields 
orch, Joey Adams, Mark Plant, 
Tony Canzoneri, Yvette topping 
stageshow, opens tomorrow ‘Thurs.). 


| Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
|—“Story of Molly X” ‘U). First 
week ending today ‘Wed.) should 
wind up with $14,000. Holds. In 
ahead, second week of “Bride for 


Sale” (RKO), $9,000 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—“Trapped"” ‘EL) (2d wk). Down 


to $10,000 after passably okay $14,- 


000 opener. Stays on. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—“Intruder in Dust” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Second frame ended last Monday 
(5) was nice $21,000 after big 
$30,000 for opener. 

Palace (RK) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 

“The Threat" (RKO) and vaude. | 


Just okay at $18,000. Last week,, 


“Dalton Gang” (Indie) with vaude, 


$18,200. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 


(Par) witn Claude 

Thornhill! orch, Sarah Vaughan 
topping stageshow (3d wk). Initial 
holdover frame ended last night 
(Tues.) held okay at $66,000 after 
socko $81,000 opener. Stays four 
weeks with “Samson and Delilah” 
(Par) opening Dec. 21. 

Park Avenue ‘U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40 \— “Hamlet” (U) (63d wk) 
The 62d session ended last night 
‘Tues.) got $5.500 after very good 
$6,200 last week. Stays on, but 
closing day set for early 1950 
“Rugged O'Riordan” (‘U) opens 
soon after first of year 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40)—*Forsyte 
Woman" (M-G) (4th-final wk). Off 
to $101,000 in final session after 
big $125,000 last week. “On the 
Town” (M-G), with “Nativity” 
pageant and Xmas show, opens to- 
morrow ‘Thurs.) 

Rialto ‘Mage! (594; 44-98) — 
i“Tarzan and Green Goddess” (Un- 


—“Great Lover” 


Only $60,000, ‘Laughing’ Off to 406 


die) and “Tarzan’s New Adven- 
tures” (Indie) (reissues). Open to- 
day ‘Wed... Last week, “Movie 
Crazy" (MPSC), light $6,000 in 6 
days. In ahead, “Fighting Man” 
(20th) (2d wk), $7,000 

Rivoli ‘UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—"Pinky” (20th) (10th wk). 
Down to $11,500 or less this stanza 
after nice $17,000 Ilast§ frame. 
“Samson and Delilah” (Par) opens 
Dec. 21 

Roxy 
“Dancing in 
Mindy Carson 


(5.886: 80-$1.75)— 
Dark" (20th) plus 
heading stage bill, 
Disappointing but still okay at 
$60,000. Holds. Last week, “Beau- 
tiful Doll” (20th), with Tony Mar- 
tin heading stage (3d wk), $60,000. 

State ‘Loew’'s) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Holiday Affair” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Second week ended last night 
(Tues.) slipped to $19,000, still nice, 
after $26,000 opener. Stays on. 
“East Side, West Side” (M-G) set 
to open Dec. 23. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
“Leave Them Laughing” (WB), 
with Latin-American revue onstage 
i3d wk initial holdover stanza 
ended last night (Tues.) fell sharply 
to $40,000 or less. First was very 
big $65,000 


(20th) 


Sutton (R & B) (561: 70-$1.20)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) ‘(4th wk). 
Third frame ended Monday (5) 


night was smash $16,600 after $19,- 
700 for second, still over old house 


record. Stays on indef 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“All King’s Men” (5th wk). 


Fourth session ended last Monday 
5) slipped te $14,500, but still 
plenty good, after $19,000 last week. 


Pre-Xmas Lull in K.C.; 
‘Rib’ Lands Top Coin, 
OK $14,000, ‘Night’ 96 


Kansas City, Dec. 6. 

Christmas seasonal lull appar- 
ently is setting in here already. 
Weather has been ideal for shop- 
ping, and store traffic is heavy. 
“Adam's Rib” at Midland will hit 
top coin this week but is only fair. 
“Free for All” coupled’ with 
“Abandoned” throws ‘Tower-Up- 
town-Fairway combo into dualers 
temporarily, with skimpy trade. 
“Live by Night” is so-so at 
Missouri. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO). Off shelf for firstrun lo- 
cally; moderate $2,000. Last week, 


“Quartet” (EL) (6th wk) wound up 
at strong $2,200. 
Midland ‘Loew's! (3,500; 45-65) 


—*‘‘Adam's Rib” (M-G) and “Prison 


Warden” (Col). Fair $14,006. Last 
week, “Forsyte Woman" (M-G) 
and ‘Rusty's Birthday” (Col), 
same. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65:'— 
“Live by Night” ‘RKO; and 
“Bomba” (Mono). So-so $9,000. 
Last week, “Bride for Sale’ (RKO) 
and “Arctic Fury” (RKO), nifty 


$14,000 in 8 days. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)\— 
“Chicago Deadline” (Par) (2d wk). 
Down to $6,500. Last week, sock 
$12,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway ‘Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
—"Free for All” (U) and “Aban- 
doned” (U). Slim $10,000. Last 
week, “Beautiful Doll” (20th), nifty 
$16,500. 


‘Pinky’ Sock $24,000 In 
Denver; ‘Bride’ Hot 166 


Denver, Dec. 6. 
“Pinky” is proving sensational 
here this week, laying at Para- 
mount and Esquire. {t holds at 
former, and moves over from Es- 





quire to Rialto. “Bride for Sale” 
is bringing fancy session at Or- 
heum. “Forsyte Woman” looms 


ne in second Broadway week, and 
holds again 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin ‘Fox’ (1,400; 35-74)~ 
“Outpost in Morocco” ‘UA) and 
“Biack Midnight" ‘Mono), day-date 
with Tabor. Good $3,500. Last 
week, “Beautiful Doll” (20th) and 
“Stampede” (Mono), big $6,000 


Broadway ‘Wolfberg: (1,500; 35- 
74)\—"Forsyte Woman" (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $8,000. Holds again. 
Last week, smash $13,500. 

Denham (‘Cockril!) (1,750; 35-74) 

“Chicago Deadline” (Par) (2d 
wk’). Down to fair $9,500. Last 
week, big $16,000 

Denver ‘Fox! (2,525; 35-74)—- 


“Sword in Desert” ‘U' and “Blon- 
wWontinued on page 24) 








BILL WILLIAMS - 


end Douglas Kennedy - Joan Taylor - James! 
Original Story and Screenplay by Frank Gruber -A Né 








1949 

























































































nie fe 





-ICTOR JORY « JANE NIGH sxe sc ses 


ee SS 
ameidthoducton-Relescoa by 20mn conturyrox” *™m%4 ® NAT HOLT oes» EDWIN L. MARIN -rcies: HARRY HOWARD of. 
gh ik inode Se ie flee bus oat ag Z fii: ay gyi 4 Le Miia 





-AN uction- Released by 20th Century- Fox” Produced 











INTERN ATION AL 






TsereTTy? Lasees errs 
i & WMartie’s Piers, Ieefaiger Squere 





Belstum Flooded for Fast Pic Buck: 


US. only heen 








"| - - 
- 
: : 
f+ 3 i 
e “ - ; 2 - 
2 ‘ 1 a 
. . > 
. 
. 
’ 
a 
? : 
> 5 2 
2 ? < 
~ o oo - 
g - 
. - - 
i-R4F Z 
z : sre & 242.2 
- RZ : 7 : 
- se 
; ora - 
4 as a arge 1. = 
. - - -- —s. 
ra F ge - ; 
s* 2 > T's? 
1a * "6 ja - ~~ = 
. = £ =4 ,0¢ 
S acec 2 = £2 4. 
oe ‘ > °"2w"erTe ‘e4 are 
- : , & <= , ~ ence 
- > > _ é or 
- >< . 
s 2 > " *- 4 _ _ 
- rz - > 2Z¢ 
2 z 2G 1. PA-—G@ 
e . . - - » 
: 2 oc 34°") We 


LOURENCO MARQUES SET 
FOR S. AFRICAN RECORD 
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Mintner Skeds Russell 
For Sicily-Made Film 


Ce gf Vintner nead of Re- 
fr n Pieture f London. is travel- 
ing eugn Sici oow«ing forr . 
location sites. Title of the plans: 


the Island 

ated for the 
leading role in the film, which will 
start in January. The combine pro- 
ducing the film is British Renown 
of London and Lux Films of Rome. 
in collaboration. 
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African Censors Hit 
For ‘Baby Approval: 
‘Brave’ OK m Rhodesia 
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Italo Pix Co. Settles 
Down to Book Material 


29 
. - 2.ian oroeeucing 
pene ® turn “ons and 
novels as a e of story materia 
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nd 2 topic someone sght up 

n an odd moment 

When on the set rewriting of 
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Ralrh Smart, Ealing director. 
pianec io London from Austraiia 
with print of “Bitter Springs,” pic 
he directed Down Under with 
Tommy Trinder and Chips Raf- 
ferty. Hell work at Ealing on pic 
with Sir Michael Balcon. 






a 
i 4 a s 
teat ’ xe Ba anal Ra.5a 
Th Tl. 
et Ir sat ’ £ a4 procuc- 
rn 3 ~~ ow car sa co iim 
i n iz ~ de Manpaessan 
—- oe The are planauag 
; ? Lu- “nt sx 8 
: 2 mete Ot See 
£ 





” > = - 
>’ - : 2 res sate 
- - oe - - a+! % 
= : a ° £ 2% Znce 
- : =2 . ’ z 
— 4 — " Amesterca 
~ 
- "¢ _ - _ i a > ad 
= bree ++ ns Asta The 
“2afue taree if ena Hotter- 
2a anc . P2s82 Ze soe 
I ~ yre *ioertec = 
"* 4 s - Z , 4 - 
2 . z : TCcaim 
were : “r week now 
. 2 z ac” « ae sz .¢ 
“4. > 2 22 o le “ ~ — 
> ° = rt » - »? - 
- - Z - "#2*.r 
- ~ ’ 122 © 75 re was 
: 3 a°* : 
Tard wes Dann Kaye's 
{ Song Bort 4 re e2sed 
- z 2A ~ ” =trenrge™ ts 
e¢eriageé PF iim now one of the 
:. peor ant cis owt ors Tm tae 
country The picture was held over 
r toree weeks im Passage The 
fiague and w playing sow in the 
.US¢TINsazAl Amsterdam: and Arena 
Rotterdam for a second week 
- . 
Europa Film distributing Co 
jumbia product in Holland had 
much censor trouble with “The 
“Man from Colorado Coroner 
reek and “The Loves of Car- 
nen Dut after severa nisor 
sttimgs anc re-cemsoring the pic- 
re were admitted for public 
wing for vcersons above i18 





LONDON TV SET SALES 
HIT ALL-TIME RECORD 


London 

-- 

Sales of '* 
ned 


receivers in coaiien 
ime high during 
Production for the month 
was 27 0 and manufacturers sales 


reac 2 new a.i-t 


October 


approximately 36500 The best 
previews high was in September. 
#nen 14000 receivers were pro- 
duced and 21 000 sold 
Imiuding the October figures. 
¢ British radio industry has man- 


fastened 


tince the 


260 550 TV 
war anc has 
trade 252 500 


receivers 
sold to the 





Laurie Webb. recently returned 

——_ from Lendon. has 

, ned 2iing as production man- 
ager A, Prelude.” biog of pianist 
hileen J € to go tore Aussie 


as middle Seccuiee. 


Current London Shows 


7 ceeks of run) 

"ia ndon Dec. 6 
“Annie Get Gun.” Col’s'm (131) 
“Beay Strategem.” Lyric 32). 
“Before Party.” St. Martin 6) 
“Big Show 1949.” Palladium ‘7 
“Black Chiffon.” Westm ster 32 
“Brigadoon.” Majestic 34 
“Daphne Laurola.” Wynd'm 37 
“Death of Salesman.” Phnx. 19 
“Eliz. Slept Here.” Strand 6. 
“Folies Bergere” Hipp 9 
“Harvey.” Prince of Wales 
“Heiress,” Haymarket 45 
“Her Excellency.” Saville 24 
“Iee Vogues.” Sti 21 
“King’s Rhapsedy.” Palace 12 
“Lady Audley.” Princess 3 
“Lady's Not Burning.” Globe 31 
“Latin Qt. Revue.” Casino 37 
“Master of Arts.” Vaude 14 
“Murder at Vic.” Playhouse (1 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane 131 
Old Vice Rep. New 8 
“On Monday Next.” Comedy (27 
“One Wild Oat.” Garrick (53). 
“Philly Story.” Dutch’'s :1) 
“Sauce Tartare.” Cambridge 29) 
“Seagull,” St. James (3). 
“Streetear,” Aldwych :8) 
“Tess & Bill,” Vic. Pal. 6) 
“Third Visiter.” York's 26). 
“Traveller's Joy.” Criterion ‘78 
“Treasure Hunt.” Apollo (12) 
“Worm’'s View.” Whitehall (137) 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy 21). 
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Americans June de Stewart small comfnin sets an< ne 
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iid we m Melbourne. and comes poor dissolves. bad ‘timing and 
mom a deal with J Williamson. seem ‘to have the gemeral air of 

Legit. under the J Williamson poor planning Hewever « is ex- 
benner is booming. and looks like pected that with the ne arge 
omtinuing se ght through 1950. studios which will soom be ready, 
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Toppers are “Annie Get Your Gun ere will be a great ime ement 
third year Oklahoma second The new $19-lime eereen fives ex- 
rear in Januari Kiwis concert cellent definition. and as soon as 
troupe third vear’. Gilbert & Sul France cam get a cheap set there 
livan: with top shows lined up for will probably be a great ) p im 


the new S. and Eng- 
land 

Fuller-Carroll combo. currently 
running “One Wild Oat” with Brit- 
ish star Arthur Rigby. with Clifford 
Mollison bowing in late next 
month in “Is Your Honey moon 
Really Necessary”” British comedy. 
has other plans lined up for legit 
continuance here 

P. A. is the only 
rently showing a heavy 


year from U 


1@@it URI 


red 


Herschell Stewart Back 
To US. for Treatment 


Sydnev. Nov. 29 

Herschel! Stewart. Na ional The 
atres exec formerly stashed to the 
Hoyts cinema loop. planes back to 
the U. S. Dec. 7. after 13 months 
in hospital following a heart at- 
tack. which has now left him para- 
lyzed on one side. Doctors are 
hopeful that the paralysis can be 
cured with special attention in the 





U. S. Stewart has been out here 
some seven vears 


Stewart's only daughter 
will plane back with him 


pieting college education 


Faith, 
after com- 
here. She 


' - 


pes to take up a me edical career 
Stewart goes direct to Arlington 
Tex from his bed at St. Vincent's 


he spita 








First Spanish Color Pic 
Distributed by Hispano 
Madrid. Nov. 29 
Fox Film is distribut- 
and worldwide the 
first pic done in color 
Cinefot ocolor svstem titled “In 


Hispano 
in in 


in Spain 
Sp anish 


a Corner of Spain.” which had its 
premiere at the Callao. Madrid. 


Nov. 21 

The picture was produced by 
Emisora Procisa. directed by Je 
ronimo Mihura and stars Adriano 
Rimoldi. Comrade San Martin and 
Blanca de Silos. 


the amount of mtented set own- 


ers 


BOOZE ADS BANNED BY 
MEX RADIO STATIONS 


Mexico City vy. 29 
from Bn Mey radio of 
and indirect publicity 
for hard talked 
in government circies 





Banning 
all direct 
nd plugs 


iquor 






of recently 
and the theme of a bill to amend 
the radio code. is now a fact. The 
ministry of the interior ef gov- 
mment department. asked the 
stry of communica ns and 
‘a < 


public works. ruler of a : 
off the a 
boosis Hre- 


n Mexico, to keep 
that even remotely 
water 

In announcing this action. tne 
hinistry said liquer provokes +) 
of homicides in Mexico and ts back 
of 43°¢ of other crimes of violence. 
Any station or amnouncer *® 0 
violates the booze ban faces a stiff 
fine with the maxmum penait) of 
jail for the spieier and franchise 
cancellation for the station 


‘Phila. Story’ Finally In 
London: Reception So- So 





ondor 

Philip Barry's “The Phi ade a 
Story” was presented oy lienry 
Sherek and Gilbert Miller a ie 
Duchess Thursday l Pla as 
admirably directed by Harold 
French. and Margaret Leighton 
gets all the commendation as (he 
spoilt rich girl. with Rober a 


and Hugh Sinclair giving excellent 
support as hec two beaux 
Crit tics, however were apathetic, 


subject also has been seen {00 
often in film scenarios. If present 
ed when originally done in New 
York, it would probably have had 
the same suceess. In this small 
house it may draw on the scree® 


popularity ef Miss Leightea. 
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German Films Seen Making Comeback 


In Europe Despite Lack of Capital 


By GEORGE F. GAAL + 


Frankfurt, Nov. 29. 

German films are making a 
comeback in Europe. While the 
industry is rather bypassed by 
others in western Germany's eco- 
nomic boom — mostly because of 
lack of capital and not because 
of foreign competition — German 
film makers have moved in, in a 
big way. to regain the lost Euro- 
pean market. 

German pix were only second to 
UL. S. products in the pre-war years 
and currency- conscious German 
producers are now staging a fair!) 
successful attempt to regain this 
lost position. With British films 
in a crisis, attempt may be highly 
successful, probably not in the 
immediate future, but possibly in 
the long run. 

Real Film, Ltd., of Hamburg 
one of western Germany's top 
production companies, opened a 
special exports bureau in Munich 
only a few weeks ago. Today, they 
boast the signing of exports agree- 
ments of their pix with Switzer- 
land Austria, the Netherlands, 
Norway. Luxembourg and the Saar 
territory. They inked exports con- 
tracts for nine of their films. Two 
of these pix and an additional one 


‘not included in these contracts! 
have already been screened in 
Austria 

The signing of these contracts 


gives proof of expert biz handling. 
especially as one of the pix, “Dan- 
gerous Guests,” has just been com- 
pleted. while another, “Ballad of 
the Night.” is still being shot 

\t the same time, another prod- 
ucing company in the French Zone. 


Arbeitsgemeinschaft Film ‘AGF. 
Ltd.) announced that their film. 
“Sun Shines After the Rain.” will 


be distributed in Austria, Switver- 


land, the Netherlands and in the 
Saar territory. Pic stars Gert 
Froebe, postwar Germany's top 


comic star, who also played the 
lead in “Berliner Ballade.” 
“Berliner Ballade,” made by an 
American Zone company, Comedia 
Film, Lid., has been inked already 
for showings in nine foreign coun- 
tries—the U. S., Britain, France 
ltaly. the Netherlands, Sweden 
Denmark, Belgium and Spain. Pic 


roduced by veteran screen sta! 
feing Ruehmann, won second 
prize at the Venice Film Festival 


this fall 


KALMAN OPERETTA HIT 
ON ROAD IN GERMANY 


Frankfurt, Nov. 29. 
Emmerich Kalman _ operetta. 
lsardasprincess 1950,” is now on 
the road and doing just as terrific 
at its first stop in Hamburg, as it 
did here. 

The show, produced by Fritz 
Fischer, will also tour foreign 
countries. The first stop will be 
London. Other engagement offers 
have been received from France, 
the Scandinavian states, Switzer- 
land. certain Balkan states, South 
Africa and South America 

The international engagement 
forced Fischer to assemble a sec- 
ond cast for the local road junket 
which ineludes practically all big 
cities of western Germany, includ- 
ing Berlin. 

Fischer further plans to make a 
film of the Kalman operetta some- 
time next year. He cast Sari Bar- 
abas. former Hungarian operetta 
star, to play the lead. Presently a 
star of the Wiesbaden Opera and 
also doing foreign engagements, 
Miss Barabas will be back in Ham- 
burg by December to join the cast 

She was also inked for the pic 
version of “Madame Dubarry.” 


Only Three Pix Banned As 


Germans Review Over 400 


Wiesbaden, Nov. 29 

The German “Johnston Office” 
(Freiwillige Selbstkontrolle) has 
reviewed more than 400 foreign 
and German pix. 

The voluntary censorship body 
came into being officially Sept. 28. 
when Allied control passed from 
the Army's Information Services 
Division (ISD) to the Germans 
However, it has operated since last 
July, with tacit Allied approval 

Only three pix, the Korda- 
produced “The Four Feathers. 
plus one German and one Austrian 
film. have been banned by the 
German “Johnston Office.” 
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Claim of Plagiarism On 
Ballet in ‘Red Shoes’ Pic 


Viepna, Nov. 29 


Highly successful showing of J 
Arthur Rank’s “Red Shoes” here 
‘now in second month at a pre 
miere house! has brought forth a 
plagiarism beef which was taken 
pretiyv seriously by the local press 


and allegedly 
alte: 
Lion 


passed on to London 
study by the Austrian Eagle 
distrib office 

Alleged plagiarism concerns only 
the “Red Shoes’ contained 
in the film. It's fairy 
tale of Hans Christian 
as is a ballet of similar 
inspiration presented 
siderable success on 
Budapest stages 30 
Heinrich Regel ‘write 
Mader ‘composer', both now 

Daughter of librettist, Henrietta 
Regel. has filed claim. offering to 
produce records, photos. etc, of 
her fathers presentation of 
“Shoes” at the Vienna Volksope: 
as proof of what she says is strik 
ing similarity of the film's handling 
of fairly tale theme 

So far the Rank outfit has 
licized no answer to the claim 


ballet 
based on a 
Anderson 
name and 
with con 
Vienna and 
vears ago by 
and Raoul 
dead 


Dub 


S. Africa Comm | 


Radio by May | 


7 
Johannesburg. Nov. 29 
The South African Broadcasting 
today (29) made the long 
awaited announcement of the 
starting date of commercial broad 
casting and in doing so maintained 
its promise to give six months’ no- 
tice of this Commercials. to be 
known as Radio Springbok, will 
be launched in the Transvaal only 
May~-1, 1950, with transmitters in 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. broad 
casting on five shortwave and 
three broadcast bands. 


Corp 


Rates for air time will be £75 
210) an hour, £40 ($112) for 
half an hour, and £22.10 ($63 
for 15 minutes, subject to certain 


discounts to be announced. The 
stations will be on the air from 
6:54 a. m. until 11 p. m. daily. with 


an extension to midnight on Sat- 
urdays. 

The SABC, via repeated an- 
nouncements on all stations, is 
now plugging Radio Springbok. 
and inviting applications from ad 
vertising agencies and others for 
air time, stressing that a wide va- 
riety of packaged and recorded 
programs is available for sponsors 
Applications will not. however. be 
considered before February, 1950 

Date of commencement of com- 
mercials in the Cape and other 
provinces is uncertain. as it is de 
pendent on the completion of stu 
dios and the erection of necessary 
transmitters and equipment. 


Eire Firm Sets Deal For 
Sole Rank 16m Distrib 


have concluded a deal with the 


Rank Organization tor sole distri 
bution rights of equipment and 
16m films in Eire. The concession 
includes lenses, cameras and othe 
equipment formerly marketed in 
Eire by G. B. Instructional. Ltd., 
and G. B. Equipments, Lid. For 
some veers Rackow and Kirkham 
through their Sub-Standard Equip 
ment Co., have been largest buyers 
of G. B. 16m equipment in the 
country They are forming two 
new companies, Sight and Sound 
Equipment to handle equipment 
and S. and.V. Distribution to deal 
with films. 


Premises and entire staff of 
G. B. setup here have been taken 
over, and Stanley Adams, G. B 
manager. will join board of new 
companies. Rackow and Kirkham 
also control Cinema and General 
Films, Lid... an independent rent 
ing outfit. and Cinema and Gen 
eral Publicity, Ltd., which controls 
the screen advertising rights of the 
majority of lr‘sh cinemas. 








Pipe This! 
Mexico City, Dee. 6. 

Radio station XETQ at Ori- 
zaba is in the oddest jam that 
has beset any air service in 
Mexico. Carlos Mora, XETQ 
manager. was arrested on com- 
plaint of Armando Olguin. cit) 
education and waterworks su- 
pervisor. accused of stealing 
city-owned water pipe in be- 
halt of the station. 

Mora. released on bail 
the police that the pipe had 
been given the station by the 
ex-city treasurer to pay for 
plugs while he was running 
fu mavot an unsuccessful 
campaign XETQ, it was ex 
plained. glad of a custome! 
who could pay anything, used 
the pipe to increase its potable 
water and lavatory 


told 


services 


EL Wins 6 French 
Import Licenses 
And Wants More 


Battle waged by Eagle Lion over 
the past vear for a share of French 
import licenses out of the 121 pix 
allowed to the American industry 
ended in victory fom the distrib 
this week EL. has been notified 
by the French government that it 
will be permitted to release six 
films in France during the 12 
months which began June 1. The 
six licerises will probably be de 
ducted from the 110 which the 
members of the Motion § Picture 
Assn. of America would ordinaril, 
get 

Despite official allowance of the 
licenses. EL will continue to fight 
for a bigger share, it is said. Com- 
pany maintains it should be placed 





on an equal basis with Republic, 
Monogram and United Artists 
Previously, feeling at EL against 
the MPAA deal ran to the point 


where Robert R 
ling stockholder of Pathe Indus- 
tries, EL’s parent org. personally 
protected the pact with the U. S. 
State dept 

Decision by the French govern- 
ment resulted from negotiations of 
Sam Seidelman, EL’s foreign dept 
chief. and Charles Smodja. com- 
pany rep in Europe. Among the 
pix being dubbed for shipment to 
France by the company are “Tul- 
sa.’ “The Big Cat.” “He Walks by 
Night” and “The Noose Hangs 
High.” 

El. claimed it was shut out when 
the MPAA dickered the licenses in 
the course of making the Franco- 
American film pact last year. Ne- 
gotiations are still on for licenses 
to the companies for the present 
year, which runs from June 1, 


Streetcar’ Tax Is Bonus 
For ‘Frustrated Women,’ 
Brit. House of Lords Told 


London, Dec. 6 

After two sessions in the House 
of Commons in which the merits 
of exempting “Streetcar Named 
Desire’ from entertainments tax 
was discussed by Members of 
Parliament from all sides of the 
House, it was inevitable that the 
House of Lords would take a hand 
and demand some explanation. 

It was left to Lord Calverly to 
raise the matter in the Upper 
Chamber last Wednesday (30) 
when he asked whether the tax 
cut was being passed on to the 
public, and whether it was being 
produced withou’ payment of roy- 
alties to the author. 

As government spokesman, Lord 


Young, control- 





Pakenham reiterated the proce 
dure which had previously been 
outlined in Commons, but ex 


plained that the seai prices were 
normal. This led to a complaint 
from Lord Calverly that the “tax 
was not given as a bonus for those 
frustrated women who attended 
the performances.” 

Earlier in the debate, Lord Cal- 
verly had described “Streetcar” as 
a sordid play making “huge prof- 
its.” but Pakenham refused to be 
drawn on tts merits or demerits 
and explained that he could not 
set himself up as a sort of “Min- 
ister of Culture’ 

After being pressed from al! 
sides of the House, the govern- 
ment spokesman promised to pass 


on to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. Sir Stafford Cripps, the 
views of the members of the 
House. 


Rank Again Hits British B.0. Tax, 


Asserting It Can Kill Off All Prod. 





British Studio Axings 
Extend to Korda Group 


London, Dec. 6 
axings. which during the 
months have been con 
exclusively to. the 
have now been 


Korda’s 


Studio 
past few 
tined 
Rank Organization 
Alexande: 


almost 


extended to Si 
group of studios 

An announcement from British 
Lion Studios last Wednesday (30) 
explains that to carry out its heavy 
1949 production program it was 
necessary to engage additional 
staff above normal requirements 
Need for this additional labor has 


now ceased and 177 workers have 
been dismissed at Shepperton 
Over 500 are being retained to 


finish the program and continue 
operations at the studio 

The 1949 schedule for which the 
additional staff was engaged in 
cluded the “Third Man,” “State 
Secret.” “Gone to Earth.” “The 
Elusive Pimpernel.” “Night and 
the Citv” and “Cure for Love 


U.S. Pix Indies See 
Benelux Markets 


With both majors and independ- 
eager to resume individual 
distribution operations in Get 
many after Jan. 1. fears have been 
expressed that the indies may flood 
the market. However the smaller 
distribs are likely to be kept in 
check by an import quota, accord- 
ing to Walter Bibo, head of Ex- 
celsior Pictures Corp who re- 
turned to New York iast week after 
a four-week trip to Britain and 
the continent. Majors, of course, 
already have voluntarily limited 


ents 


themselves to 15 pix = apiece 
throughout 1950 
Picturewise, conditions are fairly 


good in Holland and Belgium, Bibo 
said. A veteran film exporter, he 
pointed out that the American 
indie has little difficulty in getting 
dollars out of the Netherlands 
since picture sales are invariably 
made on an outright basis to a 
Dutch distributor. Latter’s dolla 
expenditures are regulated by a 


government imposed quota. Nat- 
urally the distrib may pay U. S 
currency for product up to his 
individual allotment 


Policy of most of the majors is 
insisting upon the “all-American” 
unit booking plan in Britain, Bibo 
revealed, is helping the exporter 
of U. S. reissues and indie product. 
For British exhibitors, he gaid, 
often pair an American pic 
supplied by an independent with 
a British quota film. In the event 
the miajors cast aside the unit 
plan, the indies would obviously 
face greater competition, 

Bibo also disclosed that suitable 
American export product is fast 
becoming limited, principally due 
to the policy of income-tax con- 
scious producers insisting on sales 
of negatives along with foreign 
distribution — rights If foreign 
rights to domestically played-out 
films alone are seld, the maker 
pays a straight income tax. On 
the other hand, if the negative 
goes with the deal, the transaction 
is classified as a capital gain. 
Added cost of buying the negative, 
said Bibo, often makes it financial- 
ly impractical for the exporter, 


Program to Be Continued 


Lisbon, Dec. 6 
Spiking published reports here 
that the J. Arthur Rank Organiza- 


tion was in “imminent  bank- 
ruptcy,” the Briton’s local rep em- 
phasized that the film tycoon will 
continue his program of building 
or buying theatres in Portugal. A 
sister company in Spain is fol- 
lowing the same policy 

Lisbon press was notified by J 
M. Ramaliio, prez of Sociedade 
Anglo- Portuguesa de Cinemas, 
which reps Rank here, that a news 
agency dispatch in reporting the 


recent Rank financial statement 
had erred Ramalho'’s announce- 
ment quieted a flock of specula- 


tion about Rank’s Portuguese op- 
erations. 


+ 


London. Dec. 6 

Widespread publicity given by 
the London and provincial press te 
J. Arthur Rank’s statement to 
stockholders at the 12th annual 
meeting of Odeon theatres has 
once again brought the campaign 
for entertainments tax relief into 
the public eve. Leading industry- 
ites tor time have been fo- 
cusing attention on the adverse 
affect of this impost on produc- 
tion. and recent § statements are 
crvstalized in the latest Rank anal 


some 


VSIs 


Supplementing the statement 
circulated in advance to stockhold 
ers. Rank more than 15 
minutes. but devoted his entire 
address to the tax problem. He ex- 
plained that he was mainly ampli- 
fving his earlier § statement in 
which he had indicated the possi- 
bilities of production in Britain 
ceasing unless the industry was put 
on a basis which would enable a 
regular supply of films to be made 
without He argued that in 
his opinion, unless relief from the 
tax burdem were given, production 
of films which could recoup their 
cost in the markets at present 
available to them, was impossible 

Asserting that this was not a 
political issue and the appeal tor 
relief would be made irrespective 
olf the party in power. Kank said 
that the British industry was the 
most heavily handicapped by taxa- 
tion in the country. and losses 
were almost inevitable. He also in- 
dicated that the public was having 
to reduce its expenditure on enter- 
tainment, and without some relief, 
there was a grave danger that the 
reguiar and systematic production 
of films would die 

Although agreeing that the Na- 
tional Film Finance Corp. had done 
immeasurable good for the indus- 
try, he contended he could provide 
no solution to the basic probleim, 
which must be to establish a sound 
industry which could make films 
which audiences want to see and 
which will not bring financial dis- 
aster to those who produce them 


Citing the example of “Henry 
V.” which went into production in 
1943 on a budget of $1,400,000, 
Rank pointed out that although it 
was first released in London in 
1944. it had only recouped its nega- 
tive costs four weeks pre- 
viously, although in the same pe- 
riod it contributed more than $!,- 
000.000 in entertainment tax. He 
spotlighted the fact that this pic- 
ture, produced by Laurence Oli- 
vier, had paid such a heavy toll in 
taxation, while a stage play pro- 
duced by Olivier (Streetcar Named 
Desire’) was totally exempt from 
entertainment tax. 


It was also revealed by Rank 
that in the first four months of the 
current financiai year the Odeon 
group had paid almost 68,500,000 
in taxation, whereas, if they were 
levied on the same basis as the live 
theatre the duty would = only 
amount to about a quarter of that 
figure. 

He also contrasted the situation 
in Britain with that of Hollywood, 
where taxation only accounted for 
16°. of the boxoffice take, although 
the domestic market represented 
60% of the gross as against 15° oe 
in Britain 


spoke for 


losses 


some 


MEXICAN LEGIT CLICK 
STARTS BUILDING BOOM 


Mexico City, Dec. 6 

So impressed was President 
Miguel Aleman with the possibili- 
ties of legit during his surprise al- 
tendance at a matinee of J. 8 
Priestley’s “An Inspector Arrives” 
in Spanish al the new Latino the- 
atre here that he ordered the city 
government to build and operate 
three houses for such shows 

“Inspector a definite click, is 
being produced by  Celestino 
Gorostiza, prez of the National 
Cinematographic Institute Mayor 
Fernando ( Aleman has hired 
architects to plan the theatres, 
building of skedded to 
Start 


asas 


which is 


soon 


Sam Burger Due Back 

Sam Burger. Metro's overseas 
sales chief. planes to his h.e next 
week following a trip which took 
him around the world 

Burger was away over 10 weeks 
and touched every important Metro 
foreign market in a routine check- 
up on exchange activities, 
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“Never a let-up as the 
king of the kilocycle 
jesters gives his all 


F “A gold mine! Surefire @ “Strong box-office 


* forevery type audience. © aimed at the funny- 


© Unquestionably will be bones of audiences of 






one & all ages!” M.P. HERALD for Warner Bros! Very 
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Canada Setting Bait For British 
Prods. Laying Off In UK Crisis 


Ottawa, Dec. 6. 


Threatened collapse of British 
production, which has been page 
one news here, h&s catapulted the 
Canadian government into action 
in an attempt to induce British 
producers to come to Canada. The 
government is now considering a 
series of inducements for the Brit- 
ishers in the hope of building Ca 


necian filmmaking activities in one 
7 t step 
!' jis expected that the govern 
m will shortly air a number of 
1 exemptions and other features 
aimed particularly at the British 
proaucel In view of their claim 
1 t British taxes are taking the 
profit out of production, Dominion 
politicos believe that the induce 
m’ ‘ts will be particularly effective 
vortediv. Canada will not di 
rr participate in bankrolling 
the construction of studios. That 
jx a matter for the banks, and bank 


ing top officials have been in con- 


firence with the government on 
the question Moreover, several 
U.S. bank officials have been here 
In € past couple of weeks looking 
into the production proposition at 
the request of the government 
\inion “believes it has a good 
< e of weaning the Britishers 
ra from England, particularly in 
\ of the proximity of its studios 


to Hollywood 


A nerican 


and its big supply of 


players 





2 Italian Pix 


Se 








ttIUICM- continued from 


in that English voices must be 
dubbed in for most of the plavei 

To vet the perfect lip synch, which 
American audiences demand, it 


page 3 


takes almost complete rewriting of 
th: dialog Words must be found 
u » will match up in lip move- 
n is with the Halian of the ac- 
i Some of the players spoke a 
poor English. which is being re 
ad'':bed. while others—-Miss Berg- 
n * vis-a-vis, for instance-——-spoke 
a itely none 

PSC deal tor the distribution 
o! olcano n this country had 
I on-again-off-again for some 
1) but was finally sewed up by 
Charles Casanave, partner in the 
outlit in Rome last week He 
Inked a pact ith Feruccio Cara 
melli. Htalian distrib, who. spon 
soercd the film 

PSC is now endeavoring to 
Rt \iiss Magnani here for a pub 
licity buildup. There is said to be 
2 nossibilitvy she will arrive next 
weck or the week after. Consider 
while interest in her has been ex- 


pressed by Hollywood studios, and 
it is possible she'll make a deal for 
a film here. She first came to U.S 
a! ontion as the star of Rossellini’s 
“Coen City.” 
('asanave is 
York from 
Coristmas 


due back in New 
Europe shortly before 








Chips Down 


Continued from page 5 


pany’s plans. Kalmenson recently 
returned from the Coast. where he 
huddled with production chief 
Jack L. Warner on the studio's 
p oduct flow. 

nKO is currently holding sales 
melings in key exchanges in con- 
junction with the company’s 26- 
week sales competition. Regional 
execs are touring the branches to 
hypo activities of rank-and-file 
salesmen A meeting of division 
managers at 20th-Fox was held two 
weeks ago at the homeoffice, while 
Metro convened a similar meeting 
# little more than a month ago. 
Calumbia Pictures and United Art- 
isis also held sales meets in New 
York within the last two weeks. 

James KR. Grainger, Republic's 
@excc veepee, yesterday ‘(Tues.) 
opened a three-day midwestern 
division sales meet in Chicago to 
be attended by a:l branch man- 
avers in the surrounding areas. 
Following Chi. Grainger goes to 
Denver for another meeting along 
paraliel lines. He's being accom- 
panied by Edward L. Walton, as- 
sistant g.s.m. 

Eagle Lion's sales 
Jiam H. Heineman is also touring 
the country for a series of sales 
meets this month in New York. 
Chicago and San Francisco. A 
series of three regional meetings 
were held last week by Bernard 
G. Kranze. Film Classics distrib 
chief. in Frisco, Chicago and Pitts- 
burgh. 


chief. Wil 





Adpix on B’way 
Use of a Jam Handy com- 
mercial short at the Roxy, 
N. Y.. during the current run 


of 20th's “Dancing in the 
Dark” marks one of the few 
times that a Broadway first- 


run house has screened adpix. 


Presented by Montgomery 
Ward & Co.. the film is of the 
institutional type and is an 
animated version of “Rudolph, 


; 


he Rednosed Reindeet 
While the Handy short dis- 
creetiv handles its commer 


cialism Brandt houses on 


Broadway are going all out In 
plugging the Sagamore hotel 
at Bolton Landing Lake 
George. N. Y as a winter 


sports center. Brief clip stress- 


es the luxury atmosphere of 
the resort as well as its “rea- 
sonable rates Hotel. more 
than incidentally. is owned by 
Harry Brandt. Payoff is that 
most of the theatres’ clientele 
could hardly afford such a 


sumptuous spot 








' RKO’s Insurance | 
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oniv a negligibie number of re- 
quests were made for a guest ticket 
Whether audience reaction in New 
York will be different when “Does 
It” opens on half the RKO loop to- 
day ‘Wed. remains to be seen 
Financing arrangements on the “re- 
funds” hadn't quite been worked 
out prior to the N. Y. opening, but 


a 20th exec admitted that the in- 
surance scheme could conceivably 
cut into his company's gross if 
enough guest tix were handed out 


Convinced that a 
‘friendship meetings” 
were pitched at the 
and exhib relations key 
Rodgers, Metro's 


series of 
last spring 
right public 
Villiam F 
distribtuion vee 


pee. has ordered a reprise on the 
stunt In conjunction with the 
meetings at which local exhibs, po- 
liticos, civie leaders and such will 
he wined-and-dined. Metro is stag- 
ing a string of screenings of “Bat 
tleground Meets are set for 28 
exchange centers plus 67 other 
cities, all to be held during the 
present month Prior series was 
used to bally “The Secret Gar- 
den” and “The Stratton Story.” 


Turnout then exceeded a total of 
5.000 throughout the country. 


Cuffo Dance Lessons 


A free dance lesson at Fred 
Astaire studios throughout’ the 
country has been promoted by 


20th-Fex to plug its 
the Dark.” Offer of the $5 lesson 
for free is made to all attending 
the opening day of the film in any 
of the 35 key cities in’ which 
Astaire has a branch studio. Tiein, 
of course, gives Astaire a crack to 
latch on to some permanent cus- 


“Dancing in 


tomers Film is currently in its 
preem run at the Roxy, N. Y., but 
the deal in the metropolitan New 
York area will hold for the pic- 
ture’s play through the RKO cir- 
cult. 








| Policy Problems 


been selling at around $2.75 on 
the New York Curb Exchange. It 
is understood that Wolfson bought 
it when it was hovering at the $4 
mark, so he comes out about even 
on the whole transaction 

In the syndicate with 
are George D. Burrows. exec vp; 
Scott R. Dunlap, producer, and 
Sam Wolf, secretary According 
to the last available report, Broidy 
and Burrows were holders of a 
substantial block of Mono shares 
although not anything like’ the 
chunk owned by Wolfson They 
exercised control, however by 
voting with the companys fran- 
chise holders, who also hold large 
blocks. 

Wolfson and his associates had 
previously been in and out of Ke- 
public by buying up a large num- 
ber o-: shares which they subse- 
quentiy sold They still retain 
some show biz interests, however 
in the shape of 17 theatres in 
Tampa, Jacksonville and Atlanta 
They also are reported to be eye 
ing the controlling shares in RKO 
Theatres. which Howard Hughes 
must sell under court decree. 


Broidy 


‘US. RANK ORGANIZATION | 


IN ECONOMY MANEUVERS 


In a parallel move to recent cost- 
saving slashes in personnel put 
through by J. Arthur Rank in 
Britain, the filmmaker’s New York 
office is currently being whittled 
down. Robert Benjamin, who heads 
the N. Y. org. is seeking to effect 
a transfer of some of the top 
officials to Universal and Eagle 
Lion, two companies affiliated with 
Rank in America. . 

Action is necessitated by Rank’'s 
drastic slice in production, which 
will mean less volume of Anglo 
films to be handled in the U. § 
Because of this. it is believed the 
Rank here will be substan- 
tially Both Benjamin and 
lock exec veepee, will 
remain with their present status 
unaffected 


office 
smaller 
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atres in excess of 2.000 seats. as 
well as 71° of the theatres over 
1,500 capacity. 

Report recommends an end to 
the existing three-way London re- 
lease. with Greater London be- 
coming a single booking area. The 


booking proposal would require an 
amendment to the Ftlms Act to 
give the circuits equal rights with 
independents for quota relief, but 
would correspondingly reduce the 
privileges of other exhibs entitled 
to relief. If the proposals are 
agreeable to the government, it's 
recommended that Board of Trade 
prez Harold Wilson should make 
an early announcement inviting 
trade collaboration within three 
months. 


Commenting on the relative 
earnings of British and American 
films, the report claims the quota 
is high in relation to British out- 
put and most exhibitors are com- 
pelled to book every British films 
irrespective of the picture’s qual- 
ity in order to comply with their 


quota obligations Committee's 
findings admit that comparative 
iakings favor American product 


and also indicate that the disparity 
would be greater in the event the 
quota is fixed so high as to over- 
tax the capacity of the British in- 
dustry In addition report 
holds, that a premature insistence 
on quantity would inevitably result 
in a deterioration of aualits 


the 


Claiming that the entertainments 
tax takes too much from an indus 


try which urgently needs more 
revenue, the report argues in fa- 


vor of a differential duty for Brit- 
ish and imported product. One 
method suggested is a general tax 
reduction with a compensation cus- 
toms tariff on th: value of import- 
ed films. However. such a proposal 
is not to be confused with the 
1947 advalorem duty of 75°. 

Sliding scale film rental is pro- 
posed by the committee with an 
abandonment of the existing 50°; 
ceiling. Inquiry panel also rejects 
a suggestion that American film 
companies would force up rentals 
to 70°. if the ceiling were aban- 
doned. Among other recommenda- 
tions, the committee advocates leg- 
islation to end conditional book- 
ing, which forces unwanted prod 
uct on the public and at the same 
time damages exhibs and produ- 
cers of better-grade pix 

On relations between distribu- 
tors and producers, the probing 
pane! moves for a sliding-scale con- 
tract, with legislation to force dis- 
tribs who offer pix as part of a 
composite program to offer them 
separately to theatremen who don't 
want the entire program. Other 
suggestions include the introduc- 
tion of a seven-day bookings con- 
stitution, a permanent Board of 
Trade panei which would also ar- 
bitrate on disputes, extension of 
the pre-release system throughout 
the provinces and ending monopo 
ly situations by compulsory sale 
to independents 


Italian ‘Furia’ Has 
New Distrib Tieup 

“Furia.” one of the top grossing 
Italian postwar pix is being taken 
over for distribution to the art 
house circuit by Canton Weiner 
Filmes, indie outfit Yor pest two 
year Film Claselee handled tre 
lease of the pie under # deal with 
the films owner Westport Filme 
and sold it te exploitation houses 
in U S and Canadian teye 

Canton Weiner tecltusing 
the filme wneuwt vere fer the 
new relence with emly theese 
quem: tanned ty the eenoure 
omitted 


intend 


6-Member British Report 


London, Dec. 6. 

Generally conceded to be the most important document to hit 
the British film scene since the Monopoly Report of 1943, the 
Plant committee’s report on exhibition and distribution problems 
was prepared by a six-member group whose existence was first 
announced by Board of Trade prez Harold Wilson on Dec. 8, 1948, 
during the committee stage of the Film Finance Bill. Originally, 
Lord Portal was chairman, but he died during the course of the 
inquiry and Sir Arnold Plant took over as chairman. Plant, in- 
cidentaliy, has been a member of the Films Council since its 
formation in 1938. 

Other committee members are Barrington Gain, formerly finan- 
cial adviser to the J. Arthur Rank Organization; J. H. Lawrie, 
managing director of the Films Finance Corp.; actor Sir Ralph 
Richardson; William Smart, prominent Scottish trade union leader, 
and Lucy Sutherland. Report was due last September, but the 
delay was mainly due to alterations in its contents, agreed tipon 
after Lord Portal’s death 

It can be safely said repori 
the best kept industry secret for the past two decades 
to the committee was given by every section of the industry. but 
here again, utmost secrecy was maintained. Documentary evidence 
from the trade was followed up by oral evidence when industry 
leaders were closely quizzed by members of the panel 

Pending the report's publication, every government probe into 
the present industry crisis was stymied. At the Films Council 
conclave last week. specially convened to consider the current 
critica! situation, it was agreed that nothing could be done until 
the report became available. Consequently the committee ad- 
journed to January. 

Although it is generally recognized that the bulk of the recom- 
mendations which the inquiry made must necessarily lay on the 
shelf for some time, there’s no gainsaying the fact that they'll 
prove to be a valuable pointer for tne Board of Trade in determin- 
ing future film legislation. The 1950 quota must be decided by 
March, when the renewal of the Johnston-Wilson monetary agree- 
ment of 1948 is up for early discussion, and new legislation may 
be needed to provide more cash for the government's film bank 


has been 
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Only $11,900,000 from Britain 
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Similar deals have been made in MPAA's board will meet next 
a number of other nations Wednesday (14) to decide on a 
It is in the hope of getting such date for the London session with 
. g Wilson and to name a negotiating 
" ar ‘ >A : 
freedom of action that the MPAA committee. 
board last week voted for an im- On the matter of playing time 
mediate four-month trial period of here for British product, Wilson 


indicated he fully understood that 
American anti-trust laws 
hibited any agreement by exhibs 
to guarantee playdates. He hinted. 
however, that while he appreciated 
the point, he had a hard time mak- 
ing Sir Stafford Cripps, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and some mem- 
bers of Parliament brought up un- 


Bank of England approval of uses 


, : 7 To- 
to which frozen film funds are I 


currently being put. Bank has been 
pushing for this approval for more 
than a year but has been resisted 
by the American industry. Since 
the bank, by British law. however, 
would have to put its final okay on 


any such plan as the Yanks pro- 

poe My = ma. mew nent ther: folt i¢ Ger the old British cartel system 
puse iff tie acw pace wey eit it , » ° 
advantageous now to indicate their ‘© that any such deals were im- 


cooperation possible 


They thus are making the effort 
to get on the bank's good side by 
offering to accept the four months’ 
trial of operating under its wing. 
The four months represents a com- 
promise between those who didn't 
want to go along on the proposal 
at all and those who wanted to go 
whole hog. 


SIMPP Balky 
SIMPP. as a co-signer of the 


HAMLET’ AT UPPED 
PRICES ON RKO SWING 


In booking “Hamlet.” J. Arthur 
Rank’'s filmization of the Shake- 
speare classic, into the RKO cir- 
cuit throughout metropolitan New 
York, Universal will stick bv its 


— 4p 3 gp Roy policy of modified advanced admis- 
months’ trial. It is understood to Sioms on the pic. U's deal with 
feel that the move is disadvan- RKO provides for a boost in the 
tageous and it has a committee on Nightly scale to $1.20 down-the- 
the Coast “studying” the propo- line of nabe houses. Matinee tab 
sition. will be 90c. except for students 

Request by the Bank of England and children. Former pay 75c., 


while the moppets will plank out 
50c. 

U figures a sizeable take on the 
mass N. Y. bookings since it has 
snared its regular roadshow terms. 
It means the company is probably 
getting 60°> of the take against 
40°> for the circuit. Film ends a 
64-week engagement at the Park 
Avenue theatre, N. Y., after Jan. 1 
and goes into RKO playdates in 
January and February. 


for the approval! reflects an inter- 
nal battle in British government 
departments Wilson's Board of 
Trade got sole approval under the 
old agreement, despite British law, 
and the bank resented it Since 
the agreement was made and 
signed by the British government, 
however, bank would not upset it 
without the U. S. industry's nod. 
Wilson last week indicated he 
didn't care whether the Yanks ac- 


: Key RKO houses lay 
ceded to the bank's request or not. «77 4 m1 et” pa ag 
Aside from the matter of the Wednesdays. The mass chain 


$17,000,000 minus 30°7, Wilson is 
said to have been non-committal 
during his numerous meeting wéth 
American industry execs while on 
the two-week visit from which he 
returned to London last weekend. 

Film biggies, looking back over 


booking was voted for by U after 
the top-echelon mulled the possi- 
bility of a moveover from the Park 
Avenue to a Broadway house. That 
alternative was vetoed because the 
film has already saturated the bor- 
dering state of New Jersey at the 


the 33-year-old” British cabinet $1.20 top. 
minister's conversations with them, Distrib ,coss on “Hamlet” has 
feel that his main purpose in com- now passed the $1.750.000 total. 


ing to America was to impress on U figures on a $3,000,000 take on 





the Yanks the dire economic status the British-made pic in its first 
of his country Apparently this time round. 

was in preparation for the forth- 

coming meeting in London at 

which the current Anglo-U,. S. 


DE ROCHEMONT MUST 
REBUILD FOR 3D TIME 


agreement will be renegotiated. 
Wilson suggested that the ses- 
sion be held either in late January 


or early February or in April. He The house that Richard de 
indicated that # general election Rochemont built before the war 
might be held in England in south of Paris. France. was badly 
March He suggested that this damaged by fire, according to 
wouldnt make any difference in word received by the March of 
‘he film program. however, since Time boss last week. De Roche- 
he wee certain that the Labor mont had converted an old mill 
Covernment would be returned to” into a ranch house. 

olfioe De Rochemont had the dwelling 

Veer committee consisting of 


repaired after the liberation. and 


) Company now must rebuild for a third time. 


presidents -of the 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR M-G-M BRANCH! 


DEAR FRIENDS: We had the pleasure a few months ago at M-G-M’s First 
“Friendship Meeting” of greeting many of our customers whom we do not get a chance 
to see often enough. Another opportunity presents itself. Because “Battleground” 
is such a sensational success at the Astor, N. Y.,showmen everywhere have expressed 
a desire to see it as soon as possible. We decided that for your convenience the 
happiest way to do this was to extend the Trade Shows to cities nearer your home 
where this mighty attraction will be shown to you in theatres. It will not be shown 
in Projection Rooms so that we urge you to arrange to attend one of the many 
theatre showings throughout America. Invitations have been mailed. If yours gets 
lost consult us at once. We're going to cover a lot of territory personally to see 


our friends and it will be a privilege to do so because the last time the attendance 
and the response were so heartening. Please make every effort to come. You'll 


see a great picture and we'll have a chance to see you again. Yours for more 
“Friendship Meetings” in our industry. 
Sincerely yours, 


M-G-M BRANCH MANAGERS AND THEIR STAFFS 
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High Court Rules Drive-In Idea 


Not Patentabie, 


Washington, Dec. 6. + 

U. S. Supreme Court yesterday 
(5) turned thumbs down on two 
motion picture decisions which it 
had been asked to review. 

For the second time it denied 
the petition of Park-In Theatres, | 
Inc., which sought to uphold its 
patent of the drive-in theatres 
Park-in sued E. M. Loew, operator 
of a chain of east coast drive-ins, 
because he had ceased paying roy- 
alties on the Park-In patent. The 
lower courts ruled that the drive-in 
was not patentable. Park-In took 
the case to the Supreme Court, 
which refused to consider it. Then 
Park-In asked the high court to re- 


consider, and this was turned 
down vesterday. 
in the other case, the tribunal 


refused to take jurisdiction in an 
appeal by the 5th and Walnut 


Amus. Corp Louisville, in an 
anti-trust damage suit. Latter had 
charged that competitors in Louis- 


ville and several of the majors, in- 
cluding Loew's and Warners, were 
iz a conspiracy to keep firstrun 
and top moveover product from its 
Midtown theatre. 

Supreme Court action has the 
efiect of upholding the lower court 
decision in favor cf the defendant 
majors. 





Dipsen Into Drive-In Field 
Batavia, N. Y. 


Dipson Theatres, Inc., formed 
Pavilion Drive-In Theatres, Inc., 
which is set to open. several 


ozoners next season. New firm de- 
vised four-sereen open-air theatre 
with 1,400 car capacity where the 
maximum distance from any car to 
the screen will be less than 365 
feet. Method employs special mir- 
rors and lenses Dipson circuit 
operates houses in western N 

York. Pennsylvania, Ohio and West 


Spurns Exhib Suit 


Projectionists Raise 
Interstate Commerce 
Issue in Union Tiff 


Washington, Dec. 6 
A precedent-setting 
theatre 





de 


operations 


case to 
cide whether 
are interstate commerce was placed 
before the Nationa) Labor Rela- 
tions Board today ‘iues.’ Uul 
come of the dispute, involving four 
projectionists in the Princess the- 


atre, Toledo, will have important 
impact on future’ labor-manage- 
ment relations in the exhibition 


phase of the film industry 


NLRB was petitioned by two of 
the four Princess operators to cer- 
tify an indie union, the Independ- 
ent Toledo Projectionists Union. as 
the bargaining agency as against 
Local 228, International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
Question was raised before the 
board whether, firstly, the Princess 
was a part of interstate commerce 
because of its membership in the 
Balaban & Katz chain, which ex- 
tends over 2 number of states: and. 
secondly, whether the nature of 
film distribution didn't make exhi 
bition a matter of interstate com- 
merce. 

Philip Fusco, NLRB counsel in 
Toledo, urged the national board 
to assume jurisdiction over the 
theatre. Matthew Levy IATSE 
general counsel, and M. L. Okun, 


repping the indie union, were the | 


opposing counsel. 


LEN GOLDSMITH OUT IN’ 
SPG’S 2D EXEC SHAKEUP 


In the second 





shakeup of the 
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Pennsylvania counties where the 
corporation holds real estate. 

Comerford officials said most of 
the money will be used for final 
settlement with Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc., in the divorcement of 
jointly operated theatres as direct- 
ed by the N. Y. federal district 
court. 

J. J. O'Leary, Comerford presi- 
dent, denied a report the bulk of 
used for 


the money was to be 
large-scale improvements, expan- 
sion and its theatre chain. or in- 


vasion of the television field. 

The mortgage will be retired in 
Guariersy installments over a 15 
vear period. The first of the $50.- 
907 quarterly payments falis due 
Feb. 28 next and the last Nov. 28, 
1964. 

Comerford interests hold 81 par- 
cels of property in 12 counties, the 
mortgage filed by the Scranton law 
firm of O'Malley, Harris, Harris & 
Warren showed. 

Asked if New York state Comer- 
ford properties were to be covered 
by a separate mortgage recorded in 
that state, Attorney C. P. O’Mal- 
ley said he did not believe those 


properties were involved in the 
transaction. 
The Comerford-Paramout deal 


completed July 2 resulted in Para- 
mount taking over 14 of the 69 the- 


atres previously jointly operated 
with Comerford. Comerford ob- 
tained sole ownership of the re- 


maining 55. 





‘GI Joe’ Outgrosses 
Original Run in 16 
Pa., West Va. Runs 


Tieups that Eagle Lion and pro- 
ducer Lester Cowan have set with 
veteran organizations for handling 
ticket sales on “GI Joe” have re- 
sulted in the reissue of the war- 
time pic outgrossing the original 


Virginia but first leap into drive-in Screen, Publicisis Guild exec staff run in 16 out of 20 test situations 


field. 

Start 2 New Texas Drive-Ins 

Devine, Texas. 

Construction started here on 
300-car drive-in which will be lo- 
cated just north of the town. R. B. 
Carpenter and O. R. Reed are to be 
owners and operators. 

Construction will start soon on 
606-car drive-in to be located near 


San Antonio. Ozoner is to be 
owned and operated by 
Brooks. 





Plan 4 Ononers in St. Louis Co. | 
St. Louis. | 


during the last year, Len Gold- 
smith, SPG business manager. re- 
signed from the New York guild 
following disagreements with the 
exec board. Dispute between Gold- 
smith and the SPG board revolved 
around personal issues not con- 
nected with the guild's current ne- 
gotiations with the major compa- 
nies. Another business manager 
is slated to be named this week. 
Flack guild, on basis of the pact 


its members on a company-by-com- 
pany procedure. 
not granting any overall increases, 


The pact, while | 


in Pennsylvania and West Virginia 
As a result, pic will be given area 
premieres in top houses 


Initial group will be in New 
England, where Sam _  Pinanski., 
American Theatres Corp. prexy, 


as a goodwill gesture to the vets, 
has waived the usual clearance 
held by his houses. Pic opens 
at Pinanski’s Pilgrim. Boston. Jan. 
25, and then goes .ato 20 other 
houses in the city two weeks later. 


Harold recently signed with the film indus- Eighty other theatres in the New 
| try, is negotiating pay hikes for England area will play day-and- 


date with the Pilgrim. 
Similar pattern has been set in 
the Arkansas - Mississippi - Tennes- 


Although initial efforts of St. Permits SPG to press for upgrad- see territory through willingness 


Louis Amus. Co., to build a four 
screen drive-in’ with 1,000-car 
capacity in Overland, St. 


ing of salaries in specific cases. 


SPG, meantime, will hold nom- 
Louis | inations tomorrow (Thurs.) for the ¢learance. 


lof M. A. Lightman, Malco circuit 


operator, to forego his regular 


In each case, selling 


county have been stymied because | elections of its officers to be held 49 theatres has been on the basis 


Board of Aldermen there has re- 


next month. 


Sig Maitles. Guild that vets are entitled to the best 


fused to rezone the area, the com- prexy, has indicated his intention poyse in town. 


pany not only will build one in 
that vicinity but also will construct 
three more in the county. They 
will be the first four-screen theatre 


of company, said if the Overland 
solons maintain 
company will build its first ozoner 
outside of community's limits. 


$500,000 Mass. Drive-In 
Boston. 
Redstone Drive-In Theatres 
starting new ozoner on Worcester 
Turnpike in Natick, Mass. Budget- 
ed at $500,000. project is expected 
to be ready for April 1. 
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— 
television loans. He said coin had 
been advanced to TV film prodif- 
cers and to. stations and that 
siudies are now being made of 
further opportunities for financing 
in all facets of tele. 

As for video's effect on the film 
industry Giannini opined: “I 
don't think it will cause any upset 
for a long time—if at all.” Never- 
theless, he added, consideration is 
being given to the potential threat 
of TV to films in loans now being 
made to picture producers. 

Giannini said that the bank's 
finance committee in San Fran- 
cisco was now considering the re- 
quest of United Artists president 
Grad Sears for assistance in bank- 
rolling indie producers. Banker 
said he was sympathetic to the 
need for such financing, but that 
each loan must be considered on 
lis own merits and that’s what the 
bank was now doing. 


their stand the | 


to step out of that post but a draft | 
to renomirate him is 
underway among the rank and file. 
r Hochfeld, 
in sector. Edward B. Arthur, head ' exec board members. are also ex- 


movement 
Si Reman and Harry 


pected to be renominated. 


Asks High Ct. to Hear 


Lenser on Union Nix 


Washington, Dec. 6. 


Four major vet organizations, 
plus others in local territories, are 
getting 40° of the take on all 
tickets they sell. Regular admis- 
sion prices prevail. The vets settle 
for their tickets three days in ad- 
vance of each opening. They are 
planning parades and other hoopla 
to promote sales. Organizations 
are the American Legion, Amvets, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
Disabled American Veterans. 





Curtis Courant asked the Su-| 
preme Court yesterday (5) to hear P ‘ 
his appeal from the refusal of Upped Prices Keep Kids 
Local 659, International Photogra- . . 
phers of the Motion Picture Indus- Away, Wisc. Exhibs Hear 
try, to grant him membership. Milwaukee, Dec. 6. 
Case came up two years ago, and | 
the Federal district court found it dependent Theatre Owners of 
had no jurisdiction, and threw the Wisconsin, speaking at the group's 
suit out of court. Last September, convention here at the Hotel 
the 9th circuit court upheld the Schroeder last week, said that in- 
ruling of the trial judge. creased admission for kids was 

Courant said he came to the U.S. making teensters stay away from 
from Poland in 1941 with 20 years’ theatres. 
experience as a first cameraman Col. Wm. McGraw, prez of Vari- 


$2,250,000 Lean | 


John Adler, president of the In- | 


“and a reputation in this country ety Clubs International, informed | 


for the excellent 
work.” 
of becoming a citizen. got a job as McGraw told of how the majority 
a first cameraman and applied for of Variety Club projects helped 
membershio in Local 659. the nation's children. 

Membership was denied. his Officers elected were: Ben Mar- 
brief explained, because he was cus, Oshkosh, prez; John P. Adler, 
not a citizen, but en three occa- Marshfield, v.p.; Arnold Brumm, 
sions no objections were raised to North Milwaukee, secretary: Ed- 
him obtaining temporary work per- ward E. Johnson, Milwaukee, 
mits. In 1947 he became a citizen treasurer. All also serve as direc- 
and reapplied to the union. He tors. Other directors elected: Sig 
was notified the membership rolls Goldberg, Wausau; Floyd Albert, 
were closed to all first camera- Mt. Horeb; Charles Trampe. Mil- 
men. Thus, contends Courant, the waukee; F. J. McWilliams, Portage: 
union, which is an exclusive bar- Andrew Spoeris, Milwaukee: Eric 
gaining agent. bars him from mak- Brawn, Plymouth: Chas. Baldwin. 
ing a livelihood by retusing him Gillett; Harry Melcher, Milwaukee: 
membership. Russ Ledy, Green Bay. 


quality of his the attendance about the Variety 


He declared his intention Clubs’ function in the last 20 vears. | 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 

Problem of large literary agencies’ relationship to their clients in 
regard to film sales, which has been long and frequently discussed 
among \ Titers, is given an airing by Paul S. Nathan (formerly of 
Paramount) in his current column in Publishers’ Weekly. “The ecriti- 
cism I’ve been hearing,” he says, “is that the larger literary agencies 
ure so constituted as to be unable to do a good job of representing the 
average writer in his dealings with the picture industry. Furthermore, 
again in connection with picture sales, some publishers are said to be 
failing their authors.” 

Nathan points out that until comparatively recently there were only 
seven or eight important screen markets—the major studios. With the 
growth of indie production, he says. “there are dozens of possible out- 
lets, many of them with rather special requirements; and to complicate 
the situation still further sales are often made not through regular 
editorial channels, but as the result of extracurricular contacts with 
stars or directors.” 

Nathan asserts that this requires the tailoring of special campaigns to 
fit the qualifications of each property and needs of individual! pro- 
ducers—a job that a large agency with many clients has no time to do 
Likewise, Nathan states. some agencies suffer from blanket agreements 
to take on all of a publisher's books and so circulate stories in which 
they themselves have no faith 


On the side of the big agencies. Nathan points up “that the success 


“which has made them large is an intangible but not inconsiderable 


asset to the authors they represent.” 

In yet another use of theatre television, the Broadway Paramount 
yesterday (Tues.) began nightly screenings of TV highlights of the 
United Nations sessions at Lake Success, N. Y., tying them in with a 
study by Columbia Univ. graduate students of the best methods of 
presenting such news on large-screen video. 

Students are scattered throughout the theatre to judge the impact 
of the edited theatre TV presentation, as compared with the unedited, 
full pickups from Lake Success as transmitted daily for home video 
reception by CBS. To further the study, Paramount has donated $500 
to the Dean’s fund of Columbia’s graduate journalism school, plus 
another $500 in prizes to be awarded the five students writing the best 
critiques of the comparison. Par also presented the school with a TV 
receiver for use by the students in viewing the daily CBS pickups 

Par, through its video recording system, has transcribed the UN 
sessions since CBS began transmitting them last month. Copies of the 
recordings have been shipped to England, France and Russia for the- 
atre showing and rebroadcast over TV systems in those countries. Par 
received the assignment to transcribe the video programs, since it has 
the only system capable of recording TV pickups on 35m film 

Motion Picture Assn. of America is stepping up its premotion of pix 
as a top cultural medium via a new service to book review editors of 
mags and daily newspapers. Under direction of Arthur DeBra, MPAA's 
community relations director, a bi-monthly listing of recent and forth- 
coming films based on books and plays is being sent to the editors 
gratis to stimulate reviews of these litefary works. 

New service is part of the MPAA's consistent campaign to counter 
the charge ef the film industry's commercialism at the expense of art 
by pointing to a flock of “great books turned inio great motion pic- 
tures.” In a recent index, the MPAA listed 41 productions based on 
assorted novels, plays and magazine stories. 

MPAA is also pitching for book reviews on the film source material 
by pointing out to the editors that picturization of literary works in- 
creases the audience for the latter. Books initially passed up by the 
editors justify reviews once the film rights are sold on the basis of 
added interest, according to DeBra. Along with the listing. MPAA is 
also sending preview appraisals of pix made by national parent-teacher 
groups, patriotic associations and film councils. 

“Human Growth,” the sex education film produced by Eddie Albert 
for schoolroom use, has become the focal point of a stiff battle be- 
tween the New York State health and education commissions and the 
Catholic hierarchy. The film, which has been highly lauded for its 
treatment of the subject. was recently okayed for showing in grade 
schools as part of their health education programs. Despite blasting 
by Catholic leaders, the department of education stuck by its approval 
of the film on the basis of widespread demands by non-Catholic parents 
and teachers. Catholic students have been given permission to stay 
away from the pic’s screenings. Auxiliary Bishop Joseph F. Flannery 
said the film was “an invasion of the rights of parents.” 


Film industry attorneys continued their seminar on the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & Publishers with Dept. of Justice 
officials last week. Meeting in New York was the second in which 
the industry's relationship to ASCAP was laid out to Sigmund Timberg, 
head of the decree section of the D. of J. 

Sessions are being held at the request of Timberg in his 
fuliy understand the ramifications of ASCAP into the various 
show biz. It is expected that further powwows may be held 
Lasser, head of the Justice Dept.’s New York office, also has 
the two meetings. They've been held in the Federal building. 


effort to 
facets of 

Harold 
attended 


RKO toppers are still on the hunt for a new title for “I Married a 
Communist” after shelving the pic some two months ago when its test 
engagements in Los Angeles and San Francisco failed to ring the bo. 
bell. Sales dept. rigged a new tag for “Communist” in the label 
“Where Danger Lives” and set the film for general release Jan. 14. 
Studio, however, has not cottoned to the fresh title and the hunt for 
a new one is continuing. Incidentally RKO’s latest release schedule 
types the film as an “action mystery” with no indication that it is an 
attack on Commie machinations in the U. S. It all stems from a con- 
viction that the subject of Reds is b.o. poison. 

“I'm Passing My Hat for the March of Dimes” will be the theme of 
a national stunt used by the Nationa) Foundation for Infantile Paraly- 
sis. Hats have already been pledged by scores of top U. S. names from 
“South Pacific’s” Mary Martin to Roy Rogers, Joe DiMaggio. cartoon- 
ist Al (“Li'l Abner’) Capp. Jimmy Durante and Tyrone Power. 

Contributors of an autographed hat ‘ladies, too!) are asked to rush 
them to Bill E. Danziger, Nationa! Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 
120 Broadway, N. Y. city. Celeb hats will be toured and exhibited in 
major key cities, passed at swank dinners and luncheons and finally 
auctioned off to the highest bidder. 





Two major companies are beginning to screen shorts turned out for 
overseas consumption by the U. 8. State Dept.’s film division with the 


| idea of taking over a number of the briefies for theatrical distribution 


next year in the U. S. Some 15 films have been made available to 
these companies for their 0.0. and State Dept. officials believe that 
five or six will be selected for test runs. State has a vast number of 
briefies made during and after the war to explain America in foreign 
countries, 


Understood Metro has offered Hedy Lamarr $125,000 to co-star with 
John Hodiak in “Visa.” part of which will be filmed in Cuba, Picture 
was originally slated for a September start but delayed for a while by 
: aes of directors. The only thing holding it up now is the femme 
ead. 


Jo Pagano's novel. “The Condemned.” was sold for only $5.000 to 
Robert Stillman Productions. but the author will do much better from 
the film version in that he's part of the package. Meaning that Pagano 
will write the screenplay and also participate in the entire indie. 
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Business 1s too 
For Betty: iy 
Bellys red-hot 4 


You haven’t had a Hutton-hurricane iq 
<" 





like this since ‘‘Perils of Pauline.”’ Her frantic 








antics and sizzling songs are getting fanfares from 
her fans in Denver, Des Moines, Minneapolis, 


St. Paul, New Orleans, Dallas, Kansas City and 








points north, south, east and west! 
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Yes, Betty’s back in high! Rushes of her 
terrific performance in “Let’s Dance” 
co-starred with Fred Astaire, are sen- 
sational. But no need to wait—get your 


Paramount 
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‘one Rievele Thief 
that this is no ordinary hunt for a 
thief when he sets out with his 
young son on a Sunday morning to 


find the bike before nightfall so 
that he won't be without a job 
when comes time for work on Mon- 
day morning 

The pair visit Rome's second- 
hand bicycle mart. get into an 
evangelical free-lunch mission and 
even into a brothel. s¢« veral times 
see the bike and its thief. finally 
catch him and then can't prove he 
stole it. Everywhere they see thou- 
sands of bikes, row on row Of t: 
parke d outside a stadium. wheeling 
pa t for sale in stalls alwavs 
subtly haunting then A.utonio, in 
desperation is finally driven to 
stealing one But he's no thief 


It's clumsily done and he’s quickly 


caught The resultant scene, with 
the father beaten up while the 
child looks on, is emotionally tre- 
mendous. but serves best of all to 
measure De Sica’s true virtuosity 
because he seems to know always 
just how far to go. He frequently 
pets right to the brink, never gets 
maudlin or over-emotional 

Che bov, Enzo Staiola, is the star 
of the film, if it has one His 
funny face. sericus but urchin-like 
manner and ability to win laughs 
with the minor troubles he gets 
] self into rank him as a top 
moppet performer. despite lack of 
Bt nrevious exnerience Likewise 


nagnificently 
touching performance is Lamberto 
Maggiorani as Antonio Lioanella 
Carell is equally believable and ap- 


a tvro who turns In 2 


pealing in the more or less minor 
role of his wife. while Vittorio An- 
tonucci is suitably evasive and 
fearful as the hunted thief 

Picture moves a'iong at an un- 
accustomedly good pace for a for- 
eign-made, except for one slack 
spot midway Fortunately, there 
are plenty of laughs to balance the 
more serious drama Photography 
throughout is firstrate in the hard 
manner of the lt S documentary- 


Ty 16 
Succinctly-worded 


product 


English sub- 


titles have been provided by Alfred 
llaves, whose Girl on the Via 
Flamina” was a recent best-sellet 
in this countrys Herb 


A Ran fer Your Money 


(BRITISH) 

London. Nov. 23 
Ealing Studios Michael 
Stars Donald Houston 


GFD release of 
Balcon production 


Moira Lister. Alec Guinness. Directed by 
Charlies Frend Screenpla by Richard 
liuches, Charles Frend. Leshe Norman 
additional dialog. Diana Morgan editor 
Michael Truman: camera. Douglas Silo 
combe, Jeff Seaholme: music. Ernest Irv 
ine At Odeon, London, Nov 49)«=— Run 
ning time, 83 MINS 
Yui Donald Houston 
y m Meredith Edwards 
do Moira Lister 
> Alec Guinness 
— Hucs Grit ith 
Ftitor Clive Morton 
Bronwen Julie Milton 
Mrs. Pargiter Jovee Grenfell 
Barnes Leslie Perrins 
Davies Manager Peter Edwards 
Jane Dorothy Bramholl 
Paw nbroker Andrew Leigh 


This is a light-hearted comedy 


from the same stable that bred 
“Passport to Pimlico,” “Another 
Shore” and “Whisky Galore.” It 
depicts the adventures of two 
Welsh miners spending a day in 
London after having won a com- 
petition. Should provide good lo- 
eal entertainment but. like its 


predecessors, its speciahized dialog 
and atmosphere may limit its ap- 
pel abroad 

Two brothers win a nationwide 
con‘est for the greatest output of 
coal which gives them a cash prize 
and a day in London to witness 
the Wales vs. England Rugby 
football game. Stunt is sponsored 
by a newspaper whose representa- 


five misses them at the station 
The two get separated. neither 
sees the game and both have a 


hilarious sequence of escapades bhe- 
fore thev are reunited on the 
he eward-bound train 

The vounger bov gets involved 
wiihoa demure looking gold-digger 
who tries to seduce him and tem- 
worarily succeeds in getting his 
Asien wallet: the elder one.«n a 
hunt for his brother 
meets an old friend from his vil- 
lage. now reduced to singing in the 
gutter. Throughout all this there is 
a sustained chase—one bov after 


feverish 


the other, the girl pursued by her 
victim and the harassed press boy 
vainly trving to capture his 
charges and ending up in the 
hands of the potice 

Characters are realistically de- 


picted, with humor mainly derived 
from situations rather than person- 
alities. Donald Houston and Mere- 
dith Edwards make good contrasts 
as the straving sheep and Moira 
Lister carefully underplavs the 
role of the ensnaring femme. Alec 
Guinness gives a gem of a perform- 
ance as the reluctant newshound 
turned cicerone and Joyce Cren- 


Film Reviews 


——= Continued from page 6 == 











—_— 





fell turns in one of her inimitable 
cameos as a gushing saleswoman. 
Hugh Griffiths provides grand 
comedy as the down-at-heel musi- 
cian with a perpetual thirst who 
insists on taking his beloved harp 
in and out of trains, buses and 
saloons 

Direction is on the same com- 
petent scale that characterized the 
earlier comedies and will be large- 
ly responsible for this one’s un- 
doubted success Clem. 

Grand Canyon 
(SONGS) 


Screen Guiid release of Robeii : Lip 
pert ‘Carl K. Hittleman) production. Stars 
Richard Arlen, Mary Beth Hughes: fea 
tures James Millican., Reed Hadiey Di 
rected by Paul Landres. Screenplay. Jack 
Harvey. Milton Luban from story by Hit 
tleman: camera, Ernest W. Miller: editor 
Landres: musi Albert Glasser At New 
York theatre, N. Y dual. week Nov. 29 
49. Running time, 64 MINS 
Mike Adams Richard Arlen 
ferry Lee Mary Beth Hughes 
Mitch Bennett Reed Hadley 
Tex Hartford James Millican 
Windy Olin Howlin 
Halfnote Grady Sutton 
Mabel Joyce Compton 
Rert Charlie Williams 
Script Girl Margie Dean 
Little Girl Anna May Slaughte: 
Makeup Man Stanley Price 
Rocky Holly Bane 


Despite a different approach 
Grand Canyon” emerges as a 
poorly-contrived satire on _ hoss- 
operas. General idea of poking fun 
at action pix is a good one. but 
aside from a few infrequent laughs 
this Robert L. Lippert production 
often borders on tedium. With the 
names of cast toppers Richard 
Arlen and Mary Beth Hughes of 
doubtful marquee value, the film's 
market obviously lies as supporting 
fare for the secondary situations 

Filmed in the actual Grand Can- 
von area, the picture’ revolves 
around a Hollywood troupe on loga- 
tion to shoot a western. James Mil- 
lican, “star” of the opus. injures 
his leg and is replaced by Richard 
Arlen, a local mule wrangler 
Thereafter a flock of quasi-comic 
scenes ensue in which Arlen, “lead- 
ing lady" Miss Hughes and “‘direc- 


tor’ Reed Hadley struggle half- 
heartedly to make as humorous as 
possible 


Best of the thesping is perhaps 
that of Arlen’s. Miss Hughes is 
fairly credible in supplying the ro- 
mantic interest while Millican and 
Hadley are fair in their respective 
rotes. Olin Howlin and Grady Sut- 
ton handle the comedy relief. Di- 
rection and editing of Paul Landres 
are adequate. Ernest W. Miller's 
lensing helps capture the scenic 
values of the Grand Canyon 

Gilb. 


The Spider and the Fly 
(BRITISH) 
London, Dec. 1 
GFD release of J. Arthur Rank. Setton 
Baring (Mayflower: production. Siars Eric 
Portman. Guy Rolfe. Nadia Gray: fea- 
tures Edward Chayman. Maurice Denham 


Directed by Robert Hammer Screenplay 
and story. Robert Westerbs; camera. Ar- 
thur Ibbetson: editor, Seth Hoh: music 
George Auric. At Odeon. London, Dec. 1 
"49. Running time. 95 MINS. 

Philippe de Ledocq Guy Rolfe 
Madeleine Saincaize Nadia Gray 
Fernand Masubert Eric Portman 


Minister of War Edward Chapman 
Colonel de la Roche Maurice Denham 
Mare George Cole 
Jean ? 

Alfred \ John Carol 


Paris immediately prior to World 
War I is background of this intrig- 
uing story. The two principal char- 
acters are an ace safecracker and 
the chief of poliee, and the battle 
of wits between the two results in 
some tense. exciting drama. It is 
a concisely-made, modest produc- 
tion which will do. as a dualer in 
U.S. theatres 

The safecracker, Philippe (Guy 
Rolfe), is sufficiently smart to see 
that there is always the perfect 
alibi which can’t be cracked. Time 
and again he’s held by Police Chief 
Maubert ‘Fric Portman), but al- 
ways has to be released for lack 
of evidence. Eventually. the crook 
is double-crossed by an informer, 
and while serving a_ five-year 
stretch, is released during the war 


to crack an enemy safe and thus 
previde the government with a 
ist of enemy agénts operating in 
Paris. The list reveals that Phil- 
ippe’s girl friend, equally admired 
by the police chief, is an enemy 
agent. 

The two contrasting characters 
are deftly developed. Rolfe is 


suave and over-contident, Portman 
quiet and phiegmatic. At first they 
are playing a cat and mouse game 
until finally the spider drags the 
fly into his web. Suspense becomes 
a key point in the production, first 
when Philippe is trapped by the 
police during a bank robbery and 
makes a desperate getaway by 
walking an overhead girder, and 
subsequentivy when breaking the 
German Embassy safe with the 
police chief acting as his noisy 
vociferous foil. There is scope for 
slight improvment in tempo, but 


| generally speaking the pace is rea- 


sonably maintained. oiaa 
Apart from the two principal 
characterizations, there is a mov- 
ing. sympathetic study by Nadia 
Gray as the simple girl from the 
provinces who grows up the hard 
way in the Paris underworld. Ed- 
ward Chapman contributes an ex- 
cellent study as an impatient War 
Minister, and Maurice Denham is 
nicely cast as a pompous colonel. 
Smaller parts are filled with ob- 
vious care. Myro. 





Enamorada 
(MEXICAN) 


Films release of 
Stars Maria Felix Pedro 
Directed by Emilio Fernan 
Inigo Demartino. Emilio 
Gabriel Figueroa 


Lopert Azteca Films 
preduction 
Armendariz 
de Screenplay, 
Fernandez camera. 
English titles, Herman G. Weinberg Al 
55th St. Playhouse, N. Y.. starting Dec. 2 
49 Running time. 100 MINS 

rhe Girl 
Rebel Chief 
Village Priest 


Maria Felix 
Armendariz 
Fernandez 


Pedro 
Fernando 


In Spanish; English Titles) 


This is the best Mexican produc- 
tion to come along in many 
months. It represents a winning 
package for the fiery Maria Felix 
and Pedro Armendariz. Additional- 
ly, it has been lensed expertly by 
Gabriel Figueroa. Despite a tend- 
ency io over-emphasize the love 
scenes ‘typical of many Mexican- 
produced pix), “Enamorada” 
should do strong to sock trade in 
arty houses and terifically in Span- 
ish-language theatres. 

Taking an episode in the Mex- 
ican revolution of 1917, film focus- 
es on the love of the rebel chief 
for the Gaughter of a _ wealthy 
Mexican landowner. Armendariz 
as the rebel leader, is apparently 
intended to be a facsimiie of Pan- 
cho Villa, showing him as God- 
fearing and decent under the skin 

Emilio Fernandez has directed 
with sensitivity, without glorifying 
either side. He has maintained in- 
terest much of the time although 
there's a tendency to drag out the 
love affair 

Miss Fetix is superb, and Armen- 
dariz makes an excellent revolu- 
tionary chief. Fernando Fernan- 
dez holds up his end as the priest 
friend of the rebel. Supporting 
cast means little to American audi- 
ences but all have been picked 
carefully 

Picture is helped to a great ex- 
tent by the fluid English titling by 
Herman G. Weinberg Wear. 


Hans Le Marin 
(Hans the Sailor) 


(FRENCH) 
Paris, Nov. 24 
Discina release of S.P.D.C. production 


Francois \illiers 
screenplay by 


Supervised 
Edou 


Directed by 
by Marcel Cravenne 


ard Peisson Stars Jean-Pierre Aumont 
Maria Montez. Lilli Palmer; features Mar 
cel Datlio Coco Aslan Roger Blin 
O'Brady. Camera. Jean Bourgoin: music 
Joseph Kosma: editor, D'Eaubonne At 
Balzac. Paris. Running time. 90 MINS. 

Eric Martin Jean-Pierre Aumont 
Dolores Maria Montez 
Maria Lilli Palmer 
Aime Marcel Dalio 


Pic is loaded with marquee ap- 
peal in Maria Montez, Lilli Palmer 
and Jean-Pierre Aumont. and has 
enough drama and irony to make 
it a probable sureseater entry 
Word of mouth on familiar actors 
in a foreign situation will help sell 
pic. Direction is not original 
enough to take full advantage of 
the poetry inherent in the melo- 
dramatics. The love of the sailor 
for the prostitute, and his resulting 
anguish, aren't fully explored. and 
as a result the climaxes lose their 
punch. Plot has a tendency to 
ramble and dwell on inconsequen- 
tials. However, pic has a lot of 
color in the carryings-on in the 
lower depths of Marseilles. 

Story concerns a Canadian 
sailor, Aumont, in Marseilles for a 
night. He is enchanted by the 
hostess (Miss Montez! of a local 
dive, and they have a torrid night 
of love. Aumont avows his love 
and she promises to wait. On the 
way to his ship he is stabbed and 
robbed. On leaving the hospital he 
finds himself alone and broke. He 
can't find his loved one. and finally 
finds work as the come-on for a 
nitery. The girl is off with a lover 
and Ne goes on carrying the torch. 
In the process he has a love affair 
with a gypsy ‘Lilli Palmer’. kills 
one of the men who attacked him, 


and is hounded by the police. Fi- 
nally the girl comes back. but he 
finds disillusion and despair. for 


she has forgotten and doesnt want 
him. He strangles her as the police 
lie in waiting outside 

Miss Montez forsakes her usual 
deadpanning to do a bit of emot 
ing in a few scenes Aumont is 
fine as the confused sallor Miss 
Palmer has an ill-fitting role as 
the faithful gyp and works hard 
in a thankless part. The photog 
raphy is in too high a key to fit 
the mood of the film The music 
hav «a tendency to be over-insistent 
and intrudes upon some of the 
dramatic seenes. Exteriors shot in 
Marseilles are well done. and help 
the film considerably Misses Mon 


tez and Paimer peak ~« good 
though accented French Film in at 
present showing in two versions 


The so-called English version has 
three scenes in ish which are 
subtitled. Pie may be dubbed in 
English for stateside release, and 
if so will be the first pic to be in 
on the multiple version policy. 
Mosk. 





Leve Around the Cleck 


(La Cavalcade des Heures) 
(FRENCH) 


Nayfack Films release of Yvan Noe 
production: directed and screenplay by 
Noe Stars Fernandel, Charles Trenet. 
Gaby Morlay, Charpin. Tradeshown N. Y., 


Dec. 1. ‘49. Running time, 92 MINS. 

Mother Gaby Morlay 
Deadbeat Fernande! 
Nitervy Singer Charlies Trenet 


Criminal Jezn Chevrier 


Millionaire Charpin 
Husband Tramel 
The Hour Pierrette Caillol 


In French; English Titles) 

Despite the array of top French 
thespers in the cast, “Love Around 
the Clock” is a mediocre import 
with little chances in the art house 
circuit Film strings together a 
series of separate episodes linked 
by a common theme of man’s rela- 
tion to time. Interesting as a con- 
ception, the film is executed at a 
creeping pace with a tedious repe- 
tition of the central idea. 

Out of the eight episodes. only 
the one starring Tramel has any 
dramatic impact. In this incident, 
the vet French actor plays a hen- 
pecked husband who unsuccessfully 
tries to break out of his rigid daily 
routine. Through each of the se- 
quences, Pierrette Caillol moves as 
the personification of time, mostly 
making commonplace remarks 
about fate, destiny, implacable 
doom. etc 

Sequence 


involving Fernandel 


as a deadbeat in a restaurant has 
several good touches but winds 
up limply with the comedian sing- 


ing a couple of flat French ballads 
without much meaning for US. 
audiences. For some reason. the 
English titles are omitted for most 
of the way during the vocal. The 
incident starring Charles Trenet. as 
a lonesome nitery singer, is also 
spoiled by inferior songs and an 
embarrassingly maudlin script 
Charpin walks through a brief 
episode as a wastrel millionaire 
who finds peace on his deathbed 
Gaby eck plays a negligent 
mother who finally quits her lover 
to take care of her son, and Jean 
Chevrier stars in a moderately ef- 
fective sequence as a doomed crim- 


inal who dies while making his 
escape. Other episodes involve a 
track-and-field star who races 


against the clock and an industrial 
worker who submits to the dead- 
ening pattern of his life. Herm. 


La Ferme des Sept 
Peches 
(The Farm of Seven Sins) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, Nov. 8. 

Sirius release of Neptune production 
Directed by Jean Devaivre. Screenplay by 
Rene Majean and Janine Gregoire. Stars 
Dumesnil. Claude Genia: features Pierre 
Renoir, George Grey, Alfred Adam. Palau 
Helena Manson. Camera. Lucien Jouin: 
editor, Louis Devaivre 4t Boul Mich. 
Paris. Running time, 90 MINS. 
Paul-Louis Courier Jaques Dumesnil 
Hermine Courier Claude Genia 
Pierre Dubois George Grey 
Simenon ‘ Alfred Adam 
The Prosecutor Pierre Renoir 
The Judge Palau 
The Idiot Jaques Dufilho 


Film is the first prizewinner of 
the Locarno Film Festival. but on 
its own merit is a definite arthouse 
bet. Though a costumer based on 
the life of a little-known pam- 
phieteer in Napoieon’s time, it is 


taut, suspenseful and _  adroitly 
directed and acted. 

Story concerns the murder of 
pamphleteer Paul-Louis Courier. 


and then at the inquest a series of 
seven flashbacks through the eves 
of servants, friends and wife cre- 
ates the personality of the victim 
and leads to the final denouement. 
The film flashes back and forth 
through time with fine visual ease. 
and avoids the cliches inherent in 
this type of treatment. The vie- 
tim is presented as a man ofevirtue, 
liberal tendencies, avarice, jeal- 
ousy, and in short a rounded, com- 
plex figure that will appeal in its 
intellectual honesty to the art- 
house set 

Jaques Dumesnil is excellent as 
the complex Courier. Claude 
Genia and George Grey are com- 
petent as the illicit lovers, and 
Jaques Dufilho ts a standout as the 
gentile village idiot. The photogra- 
phy is fine, and most of the film 
was shot out of doors in a true 
rural setting that captures the 
period flavor. The music is a bit 
too loud in spots, but fitting and 
competent The real credit be- 
longs to director Jean Devaivre. 
who is a new find in French films 


His slick imagery and pacing are 
among the finest to come out of 
France this vear. Mosk. 


5G Springfield (O.) Fire 
Springfield. O. Dec 6 

Just after showing # picture en- 
titled “Flaming Fury.” a fire broke 
out In the projection both of the 
Feitbenks theatre here Wednesday 
1) Damages amounted to $5,000. 
No one was injured, 





| 





Continued from page 5 


parent company, 20th-Fox. Initial 
complaints also attacked bonuses 
salaries and stock options granted 
certain 20th execs. 


Pointing out the multitude of 
fees and allowances claimed py 
attorneys and accountants, Justice 
Pecora noted that the “aggregate 
amount of all these applications 
if granted, would probably absorb 
the greater part of the benefits 
accruing from the litigation to +) e 
two corporations involved rhis 
alone makes necessary the e of 
a pruning knife upon the 
ances sought.’ 

However, in citing 
benefits reaped by 
corporations from the settlement 
the court held “it is elementary 
that those whose services produ: ed 
these benefits are entitled to a tair 
share of compensation . The 
record convinces me that the offer 
of settlement was induced in large 
measure by searching, skillful and 
intensive examinations before trial 
which were conducted by general 
counsel (Milton Pollack) with the 
aid of his accountants.” 

Not only the battery of lawvers 
for the plaintiffs will receive a cut 
from the 658G, but special counse! 
for defendant-director Robert | eh- 
man is granted fees 
attorneys which 









—————n 





aliow- 


substantial” 


the defs ndant 


aS 1S a firm of 


repped certain 
other defendant-directors lhese 
allowances, the court said. vere 
approved in Lehman's case since 
he had no responsibility what- 
soever for any of the corporate 
acts complained of in this litiga- 
tion.” Payments, in addition. were 
approved for Referee Jacob S. 


Demov who okayed the settlement 
as ‘fair and reasonable 


| UA’s Yen 
Continued from page 5 


raised whether UA can operate 
successfully on a purely franchise 
setup even if the local hurdies are 
cleared. Understood the company's 
h.o. toreign dept overhead runs to 
$6.500 weekly To meet this nut, 
UA would be compelled to turn out 
product netting in rentals about 
$65,000 weekly overseas, or $3.000.- 
000 yearly. It is regarded as a high 
figure for the company to meet 
Execs compute the $60,000 weekly 
on the basis that the company could 
only collect about 10° of its pix 
earnings abroad if it operates on 
franchises. The 10°° would repre- 
sent the overage payable to UA 
after the local franchise holder and 
the film producer are paid off. In 
Latin America, local distrib would 
be puid about 30°¢. Since UA gen- 
erally collects 40% from 

















the pro- 
ducer for handling films in LA, 
overage is that thin 10%. As for 


Europe. UA’'s 30°7 charge to the 
producer is also whittled to 10°,, 
because distribs on the Continent 
must be paid at. least 20°-. 

Until the past vear, UA’s foreign 
revenues helped keep the company 
afloat while domestic returns were 
in the cellar. Past 12 months has 
seen a reversal of form, with do- 
mestic receipts considerably up, 
but a foreign drop weighing down 
the overall take. Arthur W. Kelly, 
UA’s exec veepee, has been stidy- 
ing the proposal for some time. 
He followed the franchise pattern 
in the past few weeks when he 
granted German rights to Prisma 
Films. 











TOA Pushes 


Contmued from page 4 =e 


games were available in Boston by 
radio and TV. 

Petition emphasized cultural ac- 
tivities in Boston which could be 
brought to patrons through theatre 
video. Symphony. opera. ballet 
and legitimate stage offerings 
could be televised for theatre aud- 
ences and costs covered by admis- 
sions, while charges for broadcast 
rights of such performances would 
be prohibitive for commercial 
video sponsorship, said American 

Neighborhood said theatre ‘eie 
may well provide the only video 
service available in certain of the 
communities in which it operates. 
Chain asserted it is highly unlike- 
ly that stations will be built in the 
foreseeable future in a majority of 
the Virginia communities in «hich 
channels will be allocated. 

Chain’s petition said authoriza- 
tion of theatre tele “as a compel 
tive medium to television broad- 
casting” will undoubtedly resuli in 
making both services “more alert” 
in satisfying community needs. 
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Nethine is more important to all of us in this business than the 
development of personalities. This is a tough job for producers, and can 
only be accomplished with the help of exhibitors. 


Exhibitors can and should cooperate by properly spotting the pictures 
in which new personalities appear and by properly exploiting these 
pictures. It is then that substantial progress is made in the development 
of new personalities. 


Shelley Winters. who has been widely acclaimed and publicized in 
the press as a new box-office star, will justify this prediction in her 
forthcoming picture, SOUTH SEA SINNER. 


| personally urge all exhibitors to screen this picture and see for 
themselves what a wonderful job Shelley Winters does. 


SOUTH SEA SINNER is a fine box-office picture. If every exhibitor 
gives it the kind of booking and promotion it deserves, | am con- 
vinced the public will readily accept Shelley Winters as a new siar. 


And that is a big accomplishment. 


W. A. SCULLY 
UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURES 
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wood for economy, the studios are 
considerably more cautious, too. on 
what they buy. A play has to be 
a solid picture possibility now to 
win a producer's bid. Too many 
roperties that looked great on 

oadway have failed to pay off in 
picture versions. Best case in 
point at the moment is undoubt- 
edly Paramount's “The Heiress.” 
Screen rights cost the company 
$250,000 plus percentage. The film 
was made with a top cast ‘Olivia 
de Havilland and Montgomery 
Clift), by a top director (William 
Wyier) and received excellent re- 
views. Yet Par is having a tough 
push with the pic at the b.o 

Paramount's experience is by no 
means unique. This failure of le- 
giters to pay off filmically is com- 
pounded by the high prices for 
rights. It leads studios to attempt 
to insure their investments by em- 
ploying top screenwriters, casts 
and directors. Total result a 
tremendous cost that it is very dif- 
ficult to win back 

Although the five plays plucked 
for filming by Hollywood during 
the 12 months now ending com- 
prise one more than was purchased 
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Brave,” for which Stanley Kramer 
paid $50,000 and percentage. | 
“Streetcar,” which opened in De- 
cember, 1947, will close its two- 
year run at the end of next week. 
“Brave” opened in January, 1946, 
and ran only 69 performances. Its 
success as a pic is an exception to 
the frequent lack of payoff by le- 
giters. 


Purchases 





during 1948—which 
was undoubtedly one of the poor- 
est vears in history for legit-into- 
films except for the “Born Yester- 
day” buy—included only one hit 
of the then-current season. That 
was “The Heiress.” “Yesterday” 
opened in 1946, as did one of the 
other buys, “Call Me Mister.” Lat- 
ter was acquired by 20th-Fox. The 
fourth purchase of the year never 


even got to New York. It was 
George Abbott's § and Richard 
Myers’ production of Clifford 


Goldsmith's comedy, “Mr. Cooper's 
Left Hand.” It closed after a Bos- 
ton tryout, but got $32,500 from 
the film company. 





| Wilby-Kincey 








in 1948—the year the economy axe 
really began to swing—ihere was 
twice as much money paid for the 
rights in 48. The four plays pur- 
chased during that year brought a 
tstal of plus pcroent 
ages, but $1,000,000 of that figure 
Was represented by a single prop- 
erty, Garson Kanin’s “Born Yester- 
day.’ Columbia was the buyer 
3 Current Hits 

Of the five 1949 purchases, only 
three were current season hits 
They were “Detective Story.” Sid- 
ney Kingsiey’s play, for which Par- 
amount paid $285,000 plus percent- 
age; “The Silver Whistle.” by 
Robert McEnroe, which Charles 
Feldman acquired for $50,000, and 
“At War With the Army,” by 
James B. Allardice, which Fred F. 
Finkelhoffe bought for $50,000 

The other two plays acquired for 
films during the year were Ten- 
nessee Williams’ “Streetcar Named 


vv 
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33 other theatres in the circuit 
under management of Wilby-Kin- 
cey are not affected since Par al- 
readv held 2 100° interest in 
these. 

Another eight houses go in toto 
to Kennedy, formerly district man- 
ager of the chain. These are the 
Strand, Birmingham; Ensley and 
Franklin, Ensley; Walton in Sel- 
ma; Empire in Montgomery; and 
three drive-ins. All these houses 
are in Alabama. 

Cecil Grimes, former Wilby-Kin- 
cey city manager in Tusc? oosa, 
Ala., will acquire and operat him- 
self the Druid theatre in that 
town, | 

Breakup of the partnership was | 
required by Par’s consent decree 
with the Government. It puts the 
company well ahead in its time 
schedule under the decree which 
requires one-third partner liquida- 


Desire,” for which Feldman gave tion in the first year and one-third 
$350,000 and percentage, and Ar- apiece in the second and third 
thur Laurents’ “Home of the years. 

—_—_—_—_—_— Ss 
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Portable High Intensi 
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A. C. CARBON ARC SPOTLIGH 


Produces a steady, sharp, 
white spot. 


length lens system. 
Draws only 10 amperes fro 


ing equipment unnecessary. 
Easily operated. Automati 
stant arc gap, free from hiss 
peres. 


Horizontal masking control. 
in each direction. 


Mounted on casters. 





Silvered glass reflector and two-element variable focal 


ience outlet. Adjustable, self-regulating transformer, an 
integral part of the base, makes the use of heavy rotat- 


burns one hour and 20 minutes at 21 volts and 45 am- 


Color boomerang contains six slides 
and ultraviolet filter holder. 


Easily disassembled for shipping. 


uniformly illuminated snow- 


m any 110-volt A.C. conven- 


¢ are control maintains con- 
or flicker. A trim of carbons 


Can be angled at 45 degrees 
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| Finian’s’ 2006 Pix Buy 


LAM - 


Harburg’s ‘Approval’ 
- Insistence Stymies 


Deal made earlier this year by 
agent-producer Charles K. Feld- 
man for screen rights to ‘Finian’s 
Rainbow.” 1947 musical hit, has 
come a cropper. There has been 
no dispute over terms—Feldman 
agreed to pay $200,000—but over 
the demand by E. Y. Harburg, who 
wrote the lyrics and co-authored 
the book, for final approval of the 
screenplay. 

Lee Sabinson, who produced the 
show with William R. Katzell, is 
still in hopes that he can bring 
about » satisfactory agreement be- 
tween Harburg and Feldman. The 
$200,000 for the screen rights 
would mean $80,000 to the pro- 
ducers and backers. 

There was a lack of film inter- 
est in the musical during its days 
on Broadway, largely because a 
considerable portion of it hinged 
on the transformation of a hide- 
bound southern congressman into 
a Negro. This was considered 
tabu at the time as it was thought 
it would eliminate playdates below 
the Mason & Dixon line. With the 
success, however, of such films as 
“Pinky,” “Home of the Brave” ard 
“Lost Boundaries” in both north 
and south, film companies are tak- 
ing an entirely different view of 
“Finian.” 

However, it is not certain that 
whatever studio Feldman made a 
deal with for ine film wouid neep 
the incident intact and the agent- 
producer deesn't want to get on a 
limb. It is believed that the aim 
of keeping the white-to-Negro 
transformation in the picture ver- 
sion is one of the reasons for Har- 
burg’s insistence on final script ap- 
proval. 


Carl Bamford Dickering 
On His 7 Par Theatres 


Other Paramount theatre part- 
ners may join the new United 
Paramount chain as profit-sharing 
exces in similar arrangements to 
the one made with Robert Wilby 
and H. F. Kincey in the sale of 
their theatre interests to UP. Re- 
portedly developments along these 
lines will come up this week when 
Carl Bamford, head of the seven- 
theatre Publix-Bamford circuit, 
meets with Leonard Goldenson, 
Par theatre chief, and Walter 
Gross, general counsel. 

Bamford operates five houses in 
Asheville, N. C., and two in Can- 
ton, O. If Par buys these theatres 
outright, it must sell one in each 
city under the consent decree. Par 
is said to be inclined to divide but 
Bamford is also believed willing to 
‘sell out if he gets terms somewhat 
like those granted Wilby and Kin- 
| cey. 

United Paramount, on its part, 
must supplement its staff with ex- 
| perienced circuit operators and is 
likely to consider Bamford and 
,other pards as promising material 
for its top field echelon. 
is up to Goldenson primarily since 
| Barney Balaban, prez of the par- 
/ent company, has bowed out of fur- 
ther negotiations with pards be- 
cause of the impending split into 
two units Jan. 1. 








UA Theatres Set Up 


| Community Program 
Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 
United Artists Theatres of Cali- 
fornia, Ltd., headed by Pat De- 
Cicco, is going in for community 
spirit. Theory is that theatres 
thrive according to the commu- 
nity’s prosperity and well-being. 
Managers of UA houses in this 
sector will be coached to take part 
in community activities. wherever 
their theatres are located. The 
circuit is establishing a community 
service department to spur the 
movement. 





‘Iwo Jima’ Coast Preem 


“Sands of Iwo Jima,” new John 
Wayne starrer, is being given elab- 
orate preems in San Francisco and 
San Diego this month, with U. S. 
Marines, top brass, etc., taking 
part. “Iwo Jima” opens Dec. 14 
at the Fox theatre in San Fran- 
cisco, being set to remain there 
until Jan. 1 when it goes into 
United Nations theatre in Frisco 

“Iwo Jima” is inked in for N. Y 
opening, Dec. 31 at the Mayfair 
Edmund Grainger, who turned out 
“Wake of Red Witch,” one of top 
all-time Republic grossers, produc 
ed the picti re for Hep. 


Anyway, It's a 


In Universal's negotiations w 


Nice Item for U 


ith the U. S. Treasury dept. for 


a profits tax rebate, all efforts are aimed at reaching agreement 
on base years and variable credit items which would determine 
the amount of coin to be kicked back. Once a yardstick is fixed 
by U and the revenooers, total which U would get could then be 
determined. Under present discussions, board estimates the sum 


will be $2,000,000-$3,000,000, but 


even the directors at present are 


not certain where the pointer will fell in the $1,000,000 swing be- 


tween minimum and maximum. 
morrow (‘Thurs.). 


Regular board meet is set for to- 


Company hopes that last-minute dickering may result in a com- 


promise in principle in time for 
then, exact amount would await 





announcement to the board. Even 
further computations. 











Bull Market 








] CHI CRITIC IN PITCH 
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(although some of the nabes are 
getting almost as much), crowds 
in Times Square ‘although people 
are waiting in line up to an hour 
to get into the Sutton), general 
feeling that audiences take a 
pushing-around in Broadway 
houses, etc. Despite all the con- 
jecturing, most showmen admit 
they don't have the answer. 

Two newest houses to go into 
the British pic policy—which may 
revert at any time for any or all 
of the houses, depending upon the 
continued availability of quality 
product—are the Plaza and the 
Gramercy Park. The Plaza, at 58th 


and Madison, operated by Leo 
Brecher, has been showing subse- 
quent and reissue product. It 
anence, Chrictmas week with Sir 
Alexander Korda’s “Dolwyn,” 


which has already had a five-week 
run at the World. 

Gramercy Park has been ac- 
quired by Rugoff & Becker, who 
operate the Sutton, the Art and 
the 8th Street Playhouse. Their 
success with the arty policy at the 
upper east side Sutton and the 
Greenwich Village Art led them 
to take over the Gramercy Park 
for the same type operation. Like 
the other two, it has a combo of 
upper layer and lower class au- 
diences to draw on. 

House has been playing J 
Arthur Rank’s “Saraband” and 
will open shortly with Korda’s 
“Saints and Sinners,” which had a 
previous run at the Little Carne- 
gie. Pic will also play the Art and 
the Plaza. Likewise, Gramercy 
Park will get “Dolwyn,” making 
something of a circuit of the three 
houses. 

Other theatres which were play- 
ing British product over the week- 
end to good results—and which 
might accept class pix from any 
other foreign, country — are the 


Beacon with “Girl in the Paint- 
ing,” 42d street Embassy with 
“Facts of Love,” Little Cinemet 


with “Fame Is the Spur,’ Norman- 
die with “Saraband,” 68th Street 
with “Christopher Columbus” and 
the 60th St. Trans-Lux with ‘“Pass- 
port to Pimlico.” 


‘MALCO DEVISES EXTRA 
“TIME ON SOME PICTURES 


In a number of situations. big 
|pictures are getting the break of 
extra playing-time from the Malco 
circuit as result of the recently- 
liquidated partnership between 
M. A. Lightman, head of Malco, 
and Paramount. Lightman, who 





Decision | 


jwas in New York last week for | 
several huddles with distrib execs, | 
acknowledged that the splitup had | 


created something of a product 
pinch, particularly in five towns 


where he is now competing with | 


his erstwhile partner. 


To overcome the shortage of cel- 
luloid created by the existence of | 


two first-runs in situations which 
previously ha¢ only one, Lightman 
is playing a big film longer during 
the week and then “patching up 
the balance of the week's schedule 
a couple of smaller films.” He 
does not see the pinch as raising 


any real hurdles to successful op-, 


erations. 


On the question of who gets 
product, the Paramount house or 
his own, there has been no real 
difficulty, Lightman said. Product 
is being split between the two on 
an equitable basis. 

Experience of Lightman is be- 
lieved to carry down the line with 
other former pards of major 
chains. Boost in competition is re- 
sulting from the creation of many 
new first-run houses which one or 
the other partner has converted 
from either moveover or subse- 
quent-run brackets. With the 
source of product limited, big films 
are expected to benefit from longer 
runs as the chief way of meeting 
the shortage of supply. 


FOR THEATRE PATRONS 


Chicago 6 

Sam Lesner, pic critic the 
Chicago Daily News, is really out 
to increase film Louse attendance. 
Reviewer is making a persona! cru- 
sade by giving talks to clubs, where 
he passes out ducats to theatres 
after querying seatholders as to 
when was the last time they saw 
a film. He gives them a pitch be- 
fore passing over the tickets 

For those who haven't seen a 
picture in the last year or longer, 
he makes arrangements at Uni- 
versa! screening room to show se. 
lected previews, and then gives 
arguments as to why the films are 
still the best and most economical 
form of entertainment. Theatre 
cireuits and distribs are coopéeiat 


ing with the critic. 


Dec 


for 
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one or two more weeks to run in 
the Broadway house. Same tend- 
ency goes right down the line, the 
gripe goes, so that the public is 
staying away from the more ex- 
pensive theatre in favor of the re- 
duced tab at the local flickery 
Hence, the price structure in N. Y. 
is no longer supported in full by 
an ample clearance system. 


Abnormal Weekends 


To prove their contention, the- 
atre execs are citing the dip in 
Monday-to-Friday biz on Broad- 
way. While weekend patronage 
has been holding up fairly well, 
the weekday dive is giving the de- 
luxers a top-heavy Friday night- 
to-Sunday night traffic. 

Comparatively big weekend biz 
is chiefly that of guys and gals 
on dates or of out-of-towners on 
a splurge, Broadway managers be- 
lieve. Since in either case, the 
thing to do is head for Times 
Square, clearance and price are dis- 
regarded. On the weekdays. the 
public is staying away from the 
first-run flickers because it knows 
it can see the same film a week 
later at a nabe house. « 


Clearance slashes in metropoli- 
tan New York have been quietly 
pushed through by distribs in the 
past 12 months to forestall the 
threat of a raft of anti-trust suits. 
Rather than face this possibility in 
the peculiarly ticklish N. Y. situa- 
tion, time-lag has been sliced from 
a previous 28 days to the current 
seven-day figure. 
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Clips from Film Row 
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NEW YORK 


Louis R. Brager named director 
of exchange operations for Film 
Classics, succeeding Albert Mann- 
heimer, who died recently. 

James R. Grainger, Republic 
veepee and distrib chief, leaving 
N. Y. this week for swing around 
country that will take him te Chi- 
cago and Denver; winds up in L.A 
to spend year-end holidays with 
family 

Paramount ad-pub staffers Dick 
Condon aud Frank Braden tock off 
this week on a tour of 300 key 
towns to set up field work for Ceci! 
B. DeMille’s “Samson and Delilah 
Team will establish field h.q 
major cities 

RKO launching sales drive for 
the 26-week period from Dec. 23 
Campaign to build bookings will be 
handled by sales execs Walter E. 
Branson, Charles Boasberg, Nat 
Levy and Harry J. Michalson 

Mass preem for “The Sundown- 
ers” is being mapped by Eagle Lion 
to blanket the Texas, Oklahoma 
and Louisiana sector. Pic opens in 
over 100 houses the week follow- 
ing its world preem at the Para- 
mount and State theatres, Amarillo, 
Texas, Jan. 30 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Reversing much in evi- 
dence since consent decree, one 
independent nabe, the Parkway, 
has requested di-iributors to re- 
turn it to former 49-day availabil- 
ity slot, in place of 42 days, recent- 
jy granted. Mrs. Dolores Lund- 
quist, owner, says operations under 
earlier clearance have proved un- 
profitable. Higher film costs and 
fact that other houses have same 
roduct day-date are considered 
dia. 


Minnesota Entertainment Enter- | 

rises started construction of fifth | 
win City area drive-in in west 
St. Paul. It will accommodate 700 
cars. 

Independent exhibs in this ter- 
ritory are starting to do what they 
decried when it was done by dis- 
tributor-affiliated circuits—invade 
each other's situations. Home the- 
atre, circuit of indies in northern 
Minnesota, announced it will build 
750-seat theatre in Ada, Minn., 
where there already is a house 
independently owned 

Joe Murphy resigned from Par- 
amount sales staff to join Republic 
in same capacity : 

Another local independent neigh- 
borhood house, the Paradise, had 
its clearance reduced, getting 42- 
dav availability in place of 35. 

Kiwanis club here treated 800 
underprivileged children to film 
show at Brynwood, neighborhood 
house, to celebrate “Kids’ Day.” 

In current buiietin North Cen- 
tral Allied urges exhibitors “for 
your own welfare and protection 
not to agree to this new Colum- 
bia experiment (60° and suggested 
admission raise) for ‘Jolson Sings 
Again.’” declaring it would estab- 
lish precedent for other companies. 

North Central: Allied charges 
that “some distributors” are using 
new gimmick as substitute for 
compulsory percentage which they 
promised to abandon in smaller 
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TONY MARTIN 


“My favorite is Schenley”, says 
this famous singing star. “It 
makes any drink taste richer.” 
For mellow taste and rare qual- 
ity millions specify Schenley, 
las Tony Martin does. Rare 
blended whisky. 86 proof. 65% 
grain neutral spirits. Schenley 
Distributors, Inc., N.Y.C. 
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grossing situations. It calls for 
guarantee plus 50-50 split over 3'2 
times guarantee. 

First instance of any Twin City 
theatre going to a permanent triple 
feature policy occurred here when 
Lyceum, St. Paul indie downtown 
house, began using three films. 
Largely plays late runs and reis- 
sues. Announcement came as bomb- 
shell in Minneapolis-St. Paul ex- 
hibitor circles, and Bennie Berger. 
North Centra! Allied president, has 
called a meeting to discuss situa- 


ST. LOUIS 


Mvrra Stroud. formerly with St 
Louis Fanchon & Marco organiza- 
tion. appointed managing secretary 


of MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois. 

Frisina Amus. Co., Springfield, 
Il.. planning a 750-car drive-in 
near Hannibal, Mo. 

Group of business men in Pop- 
lar Bluff. Mo., formed syndicate to 
build 750-car drive-in near that 
town. 

Ray Parker, of Fanchon & 
Marco's publicity staff, convales- 
cing from major operation in St 
Luke's hospital here 

Fox St. Louis Properties, owner 
of the Fox and adjacent office 
building, declared $2.50 prefe.red 
stock dividend. Theatre is oper- 
ated by Fanchon & Marco Service 
Corp. ‘ 

New Grand Central, erected in 
1913 and first large film theatre 
midtown here, being wrecked to 
make way for auto parking lot. 
Operated at one time by the 
Skouras Brothers, theatre finally 
passed into hands of St. Louis 
Amus. Co. Opening of 4,000- 
seater St. Louis less than half 
block away shuttered the Central 
about 10 years ago. 


LOS ANGELES 


Fanchon & Marco circuit joined 
increasing giveaway throng, with 
10 theatres ready to hand out $4,- 
000 in prizes on four Wednesday 
nights. 

B. F. (Bud) Shearer, Jr., ap- 
pointed sales manager for ‘“‘Cyclo- 
ramic” screen division of B. F. 
Shearer Co. of Seattle. 

United Artists theatre in Po- 
mona, formerly called the Califor- 
nia, will reopen after facelift cost- 
ing $100,000. House was recently 
taken over from Fox West Coast 
in exchange for United Artists 
theatre in El Centro 

Fox Wilshire, Beverly Hills, 
closed since Nov. 15 because of 
hassle between Loew's, Inc., and 
National Theatres, recpens tem- 
porarily Dec. 9 for day-date run 
with 20th-Fox “Prince of Foxes.” 

Ezra E. Stern, film biz attorney. 
named legal advisor for Southern 
California Theatre Owners Assn. 
on pix problems. 

Robert Kestner, formerly with 
Fox West Coast, is new director of 
advertising and community service 
for four firstruns to be operated in 
this sector by United Artists The- 
atre Circuit. The houses 
Loew's State, Egyptian, United 
Artists and Four Star. 


ATLANTA 

Al Dunn Amus. Co., of West 
| Point, Ga., purchased Buckhead 
‘and Garden Hills theatres, two 
|}suburban houses. Buckhead may 
use stageshows when it reopens 
Dec. 25 after facelift. Duncan and 
partners are operators of a string 
of Georgia houses in the Chatta- 
'hoochee Valley. 

Caught in backwash of RKO’s 
economy wave were Hubert Lyons, 
Atlanta branch manager, and Keith 
Bain, publicity man. Ira Stone, 
sales manager, moves up to branch 
chief. 

Bill Praeger transferred from 
Washington territory to take over 
Bain's duties. 

Edward H. Hays, former mana- 
ger of United Artigts office here, 
named manager of Realart’s ex- 
change. 


PITTSBURGH 

Fred Perry, formerly with 
Schine and Comerford circuits, ap- 
pointed manager of WB's Liberty 
in New Kensington. Replaces the 
late Jack Williams, who died re- 
cently after a heart attack. 

Harris-Manos theatre in Jean- 
nette, Pa.. operated for last 10 
years under lease to Harris Amus. 
Co., reverted to Manos interests 
and will be called the Manos. 

Joe Feldman, asst. zone manager 
for Warners, named meeting com- 
mittee chairman for 13th annual 
session of local United Jewish 
Fund organization. 

George Josack resigned as sales- 
man for Col in northwestern part 
of stte 

Puikowski, 


Jake of National 


are | 


— 





'Sereen Service and member of | 


naval reserve, left on expedition 
to North Pole. 

Gordon Contee, 20th-Fox sales 
manager in Washington, named 
branch manager in Pittsburgh; re- 
places Weldon Waters, who re- 
signed to enter business on own. 

Victor, Dario and James Cas- 
telli, of Library, owners of indoor 
and outdoor theatres, incorporated 
as the Castelli Bros. Their late 
brother, Jerry Castelli, who was 
killed when his private plane 
crashed in Canada last year, for- 
merly headed the group in its 
business projects. 











Names Participate | 
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| —— —aed 
derson, Clifton Fadiman, Henry 
Fonda, Russell Crouse, Eddie Al- 
bert, Rex Stout and Governor Al- 


fred Driscoll of New Jersey. Vari- 
ous other professional actors and 
figures from public life also par- 
ticipated. All contributed their 
service, and costumes and use of 
the theatre were also donated to 
the cause. 


Narrative device for the show 
involved Albert pretending to be 
the theatre electrician who was 
called from the wings to repair the 
loudspeaker system, which “broke 
down” during Fadiman’s opening 
spiel on the need for world govern- 
ment to prevent future’ wars. 
Thereafter, the actor remained on- 
stage or in a box as a querulous 
spectator. 

One sketch, authored by Car) 
Van Doren, showed Colonial lead- 
ers arguing about the possibility 
of 
Another revealed a family 50 years 


hence, gathered in front of a tele- | 


vision set as the world destroys 
itself under a system of national 
sovereignty. Another moving part 
of the show was the singing of four 
spirituals by Marian Anderson. 


Additional participants in the 
program included author Cord 
Meyer, Jr., corporation director, 
and former Gen. George Olmstead, 
authoress Annalee Jacoby, Gen. 
Carlos P. Romulo ‘via recording), 
United Nations health official Dr. 
Brock Chisholm and legit actors 
Dickinson Eastham, Johnny Ste- 
wart, Henry Michel, Christina 
Lind, Murray Hamilton, Marshall 
Jamison, Mickey Schiller, Art Bar- 
nett, Charles Atkin, Alan Gilbert 
and Tommy Gleason. 

About 900 attended the show, 
out of 1,100 who had tickets. In- 
vitation list, confined to those in 
the communications field, num- 
bered 1.500. Admission was free 
and no collection was taken. 











Justman-Schwartz 
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in Portugal. That is also a straight 
releasing project. 


Teeing Off Sales Meet 


With all product shortage wor- 
ries out of the way, Heineman is 
now launching a series of sales 
/meets to place the large-scale re- 
leasing program before his dis- 
trib staffers. Series starts off 
Monday (12) in New York. EL 
veepee then treks to Chicago for a 
three-day session beginning Dec. 
15 and winds up in San Francisco, 
Dec. 19-21. 


Recent activities of both Heine- 
man, William MacMillen, exec 
veepee, and N. Peter Rathvon, 
consultant who heads the Motion 
Picture Capital Corp., which is cli- 
maxed by the Justman-Schwartz 
tieup, represents a realignment of 
'EL’s strategy to plant itself firmly 
‘in the black. Management be- 
lieves that only volume handling 
of product from indies can result 
in volume revenues sufficient to 
pay the weekly overhead. 


| With its present plans calling 
|for release of more than one pic 
weekly, it is figured that the $240.- 
000 grossing pace necessary to 
meet the nut can be maintained 
without difficulty. Management is 
especially pleased because it has 
been able to maneuver in the indie 
market without dipping deeply 
into its own $1,200,000 war chest 
assembled to bankroll production 
if straight releases became too 
scarce. Approximately $1,000,000 
of this sum is still intact. 

Besides the -recent flood of 
Hollywood -made product’ engi- 
néered. by EL, it has 8-10 pix from 








J. Arthur Rank; a number of 
David O. Selznick features for 
simultaneous selling with the 


Selznick organization and a scat- 
tering of reissues, 


living under the Constitution. | 


“Pinky” 


Picture 





Grosses 








| DENVER 


} (Continued from page 9) 


die Hits Jackpot” (Col), day-date 
with Webber. Mild $11,000. Lasi 
week, “Beautiful Doll” (20th) and 
“Stampede” (Mono), fine $15,500. 
Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)— 
“Pinky” (20th) and “Alias the 
Champ” (Rep), day-date with Par- 
amount. 
moveover. 
Orpheum ‘RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Bride for Sale” (RKO) and “Dal- 
ton Gang” ‘SG). Fancy $16,000 or 


close. Last wick; “Ichats2” i RED) 
and “Strange Bargain” (RKO), 
$17,000. 


Paramount .‘/Fox) ‘2.200: 35-74)— 
“Pinky” (20th) and “Alias Champ” 
(Rep). also Esquire. Sock $18,500 
or better. Last week, “Gal Took 
West” (U) and “Flaming Fury” 
(Rep), $9,500. 

Rialto ‘ Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Riders 
in Sky” (Col) and “Feudin’ 
Rhythm” (Col). Good $3,500. Last 
week, “Beautiful Doll” (20th) and 
“Stampede” (Mono), $3,000. 

Vogue ‘Wolfberg) (600: 60-74)— 
“Die Fledermaus” iIndie) and 
“Magic Horse” (Indie). Fine $3,000. 
Last week, on subsequent-run. 

Webber (Fox) (750: %35b-74)— 
“Sword in Desert” ‘U) and “Blon- 


| die Hits Jackpot” ‘Col), also Den- 


ver. Mild $1,500. Last week. “Gal 
Took West” (U) and “Flaming 
Fury” ‘Rep), good $2,500. 


‘ED: ’ 
Pinky’ Powerful $14,500, 
‘D.°}.9 He 
Omaha, ‘Bride’ Big 76 
Omaha, Dec. 6 

“Pinky” opened to long lines and 
will hit smash total at Paramount. 
It will be one of biggest takes any 
picture ever had here. “Bride For 
Sale” at Brandeis also looms lofty. 
“Jolson Sings Again.”’ in third 
week at State, also is big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (2,800; 16-65)— 
(20th). Terrific $14,500. 
Last week, “Beautiful Doll’ (20th), 
fine $12,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500: 16-65)— 
“Bride For Sale” ‘RKO) and 
“Prison Warden” ‘Col Hefty $7,- 
000 Last week, “Wore Yellow 
Ribbon” (RKO) and “Strange Bar- 
gain” (RKO) ‘2d wk), big $6,500. 

Orpheum ‘Tristates) (3.000; 16- 
65) — “Thieves’ Highway” (20th) 
and “Savage Splendor” (RKO). 
Mild $10,000. Last week, “Red, 
Hot, Blue” (Par) and ‘“Manhan- 
dled” (Par), $11,000. 

State (Goldberg) 
“Jolson Sings Again” 
wk). Big $5,000. 
week, $7,200. 


‘Danube’-H’wood Stars 
Unit Fat $23,000, Buff 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 
Hollywood Stars unit onstage is 
pushing “Red Danube” to fancy 
session this week at the Buffalo. 
“Leave Laughing’ looms nice at 
Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Red Danube” (M-G) and Holly- 
wood Stars unit onstage. Fancy 
'$23,000. Last week, “Adam's Rib” 
| “4-G), $14,000. 
| Paramount (Par) (3.000; 40-70)— 
|“Leave Them Laughing” (WB). 
| Nice $14,000. Last week, “Beauti- | 
/ful Doll” (20th), $15,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 
|“The Heiress” (Par) (2d wk). Good. | 
$8,000 after first week's big $13,- | 


. 


| 





(865: 50-71)— 
(Col) ‘(3d 
Holds. Last 








Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Tokyo Joe” (Col) and “Rusty’s 
Birthday” (Col). Bangup $13,000 
/or close. Last week, “Bagdad” 
(U) and “One Woman's Story” (U), 
|selid $15,000. 

| Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40- 
70)—"Live By Night” (RKO) and 
\“Daughter of Jungle” (Rep). Trim 
$11,500. Last week, “Bride for 
Sale” (RKO) and “Angels Dis- | 
guise” (Mono), $13,000. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 8) 
and “Down Memory Lane” (EL), 








| oke $12,000. 


Loew's (Loew's) (2.427: 44-65)— 
“Tokyo Joe” ‘(Col and “Mary 
Ryan, Detective” (Col). Fair $11.-| 
000. Last week, “Forsyte Woman” | 
(M-G) and “Prison Warden” (Col), | 
stout $14,000. 


Lyric ‘(G-D) (1,600: 44-65) — 
“Abandoned” (U) and “Dalton 
Gang” (Indie). Sluggish $4,000. 


Last week, “Master Minds” (Mono) 


with Art Mooney orch on stage, | 


good $14,500, 


Big $5,500. Last week, | 


| SAN FRANCISCO 


(Confinued from page 8) 


‘20th) and “Wolf Hun “ 
$17,500. mee” Gheaat, 

Warfield (Loew's) (2.656: 60-95 
—"“Forsyte Woman” (M-G). ted 
$21,000. Last week, “Doctor and 
Girl” (M-G) and “Golden Stallion” 
(Rep) (2d wk-6 days), only $7,500, 

Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85). 
“Chicago Deadline” (Par) (2d wk) 
Down to $12,000. Last week. pleas- 
ing $17,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 
“The Heiress” (Par) (2d wk). Tore 
rid $15,000. Last week, $20,000 

Orpheum ‘No. Coast) ‘2.448: 55. 
85)—"“Tell To Judge” ‘Col) “Mary 
Ryan, Detective” ‘Col) (2d wk). 
Only $9,000 in 6 days. Last week, 
good $15,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) ‘1.207: 
55-85)—“Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col) 
‘6th wk). Okay $7,000. Last week, 
$9.400. 

Stagedoor ‘Rosener) (370: $1.20- 
$2'—"“Red Shoes” (EL) (28th wk). 
Still good $4,200. Last week. $4,800. 

Clay ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Quartet” (EL) (llth wk). Good 
$2,400. Last week, $2,600 

Larkin ‘Rosener) ‘400: 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (4th wk). Nice $2,- 
500. Last week, $3,200. 


Pic Pioneers Pitching 
For Foundation Funds 


Motion Picture Pioneers kicked 
off its campaign this week to raise 
funds for an industry foundation 
with an appeal for contributions 
under the signature of Jack Cohn, 
exec veepee of Columbia who heads 
the organization. Foundation, al- 
ready in operation, will help mem- 
bers of the MPP to find jobs or 
render financial assistance when 
warranted. 

None of the contributions will be 
used for administrative purposes, 
Cohn said in a round of letters ap- 
pealing for backing. Group in the 
org has offered to take on the 
chores involved in carrying on the 
foundation. 








Discrimination Test In 
St. L. Megr.’s Arrest 


St. Louis. Dec. 6. 

The Illinois state anti-discrimina- 
tion law will be tested following 
the arrest last week of Vincent 
O'Leary, manager of the Majestic 
theatre, the largest film house in 
East St. Louis, for refusing to sell 
ducats to 11 Negroes. 

The pinch was made on a war- 
rant signed by Ben Phillips, presi- 
dent of the East St. Louis Civil 
Rights Congress and issued by Jus- 
tice of the Peace Xavier F. Bertels- 
man of Belleville, the county seat. 
Cops were on hand when the re- 
fusal was made. Conviction under 
the anti-discrimination statute car- 
ries a fine of from $25 to $50. 


| New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
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ON THE TOWN" 
JULES MUNSHIN VERA-ELLEN 
Color by Technicolor 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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which was given preliminary ap- 
proval by the Association's direc- 
tors last week. Quartet consists of 
Arthur M. Loew, Metro; Phil Reis- 
man, RKO; Murray Silverstone, 
20th-Fox, and Joseph H. Seidel- 
man, Universal. 

Serving with them will be a 
prominent exhibiter, a leading do- 
mestic sales manager and a promi- 
nent advertising-publicity and pub- 
Jie relations man. In the report of 
McCarthy and the foreign heads 
read to the MPAA board last week, 
George Skouras is suggested as the 
“prominent exhibitor,” Abe Monta- 
gue of Columbia as the “leading 
domestic sales manager,” and Mau- 
rice Bergman of Universal as the 
pub-ad man 

Arthur Mayer in the Key Spot? 


Committee will also have one 
paid employee—a man familiar with 
both foreign pictures and domestic 
distribution. Among the possibili- 
ties for this post is Arthur L 
Maver. He was until very recently 
a partner with Joseph Burstyn in 
Mayer-Burstyn, one of the most 
successful foreign pic distribs in 
this country, and has had experi- 
ence abroad and as an exhib major 
distrib here 

The rep that the six foreign 
countries send to the meeting in 
New York will also serve perma- 
nently on the advisory committee. 
On their return home, McCarthy's 
report recommends, each of these 
men “will act as the representative 
of the committee, and the associa- 
tion in informing other producers 
in his country of the service avail- | 
able and will keep the committee | 
and the Association closely in- 
formed of problems and difficulties 
faced by himself and other pro- 
ducers in his country with resp ct | 
to the American market.” | 

At the U. S. session of the for- 
eign reps, report states, “a compre- 


hensive analysis of the services 
available in the new unit and 
through the advisory committee 


will be explained to the foreign 
members, and the whole situation | 
covering foreign language films in | 
the U. S. will be discussed.” 

MPAA committee will endeavor 
to help foreign producers every 
way short of actually selling their 
films for them or giving specific 
advice concerning their choice of a 
distrib here and the terms of the 
contract to be made with him. 
While an overseas producer may | 
be provided with a list of poten- 
tial distributors for his product in 
the U. S. and copies of sample con- 
tracts, the MPAA will go no far- | 
ther than that in fear of charges 
by a foreign pic releasing outfit | 
here that the majors have “ganged 
up” against him. As a matter of 
fact. the committee expects to be | 
closely guided by lawyers in many 
of its actions. | 

Wills and Won'ts 

“It is important to stress at the | 
outset.” the McCarthy report states 
in this regard, “what the Associa- 
tion and the committee will not do. 
Very great emphasis will be laid 
on the fact that they do not prom- 
ise foreign producers increased | 
earnings in the American market. 
That is a business matter which | 
will be dependent upon the efforts 
of the foreign producers and the | 
quality and acceptability of his | 
product in relation to American | 
audiences.” | 

One of the points the commit- 
tee expects will be most helpful is 
that its paid exec head will ac- 
cept the custody in bond of any 
foreign pic that a preducer wants | 
to send to this country. He will) 
also arrange screenings here for | 
potential distribs. It is anticipated | 
that this will be greatly appre-| 
ciated, since many of the foreign | 
producers are not in _ financial 
shape to bring their product to 
New York themselves. As a result, 
they either have difficulty getting 
a deal or must accept a less favor- 
able proposition than desirable | 
from reps of American distribs in. 
their own countries. 

Final details of the plan to im- 
press on foreign producers that the 
American film industry is anxious 
to create a “two-way street” are 
slated for approval at the next 
meeting of the MPAA board. While 
the scheme when originally sug- 
gested was criticized as impracti- 
cal, there has been more ready ac- 
ceptance with the realization that 
it is not entirely altruistic by any 
means. 

Report winds up by making this | 
point. It states: “The committee 
is extremely enthusiastic about the 
public relations possibilities of this 


MPAA’s ‘Two-Way Street’ 


Continued from page 7 


oe 


proposal with respect to foreign 








producers and their governments. | 


It is recognized that the great ma- 
jority of restrictions aimed at 
American films in countries with 
film producing industries stem 
from the local producers. It is be- 
lieved that through the services de- 
scribed above and the small ex- 
penses involved, great preventive 
results will be accomplished in 
important foreign markets. In this 
connection, if the foregoing propos- 


al or some modification of it is ac- | 


cepted the committee recom- 
mends that in addition to our own 
release on this subject, our own 
Government should inform our em- 
bassies of this unit so that the in 
formation can also be officially 
conveyed on the governments in 
these countries.” 


Okla. Exhibs Defer Meet 
Oklahoma City. Dec. 6. 


Annual convention of the Thea- 
tre Owners of Oklahoma, original- 
ly set for December, has been 
moved back until next spring 

Postponement was jointly attrib- 
uted to closeness of the TOA di- 
rectors’ meet in New York last 
month, as well as inability to se- 
cure certain nationally know 
speakers before March. 


No Outsiders 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Motion Picture Industry 
Council, meeting here last 
week to prepare its delegates 
for the all-industry public re- 
lations session in Washington 
next week, made it definitely 
clear that it would go for no 
one from outside the industry 
being brought in to head the 
program, nor does it want to 
see a p. r. “czar” appointed 
from within the industry it- 
self 

MPIC delegates were in- 
structed to plug for a plan by 
which a rep of each of the nine 
groups participating in the 
pubrelations setup would serve 
as head of tie organizaiivn Toi 
six months. Similar rotation 
plan is used by the MPIC it 
self among the groups which 
make up its membership 


; the coin. 





Stiefel Buys Grid Yarn 
From Thomas Mitchell 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 
Sam Stiefel has bought “Beau 
Dare” from Thomas Mitchell, a 
story about the heartbreak of an 


all-American grid star when his 
playing days are over. 

Mitchell when he 
finishes in road tour of “Death of 
a Salesman.” Edward Ludwig will 
direct 


will co-star 








| $600 


to Harmon's plan of discussing the 
budget first. 

It is also understood that Har- 
mon has in mind a plan he will 
suggest for the method of raising 
It calls for exhibs to 
add a small percentage to the 
amount of film rental they 
with the distributors matching the 
exhib contribution Industryites 
fear that tackling the budget prob- 
lem first may possibly endanger 
the entire program. 


| 





One of the things that made the | 


project attractive to the group 
whieh attended the Chi sessions 
was Depinet’s repeated assertions 
that “we must crawl before we 
walk and walk before we run.” It 
is feared that the Washington 
huddlers —- particularly the exhib 
groups— may figure it a pretty 
fast pace 
Budget First? 


The question whether to bring 
up the budget first and then tailor 
the program to fit it, or vice versa, 
has been under discussion since be- 
fore the Chi sessions. Eric John- 
ston, MPAA prez, is said to be 
opposed to talking budget first and 
his opposition may result in a 
switch in the agenda as planned 
by Harmon 

The $600,000 is seen by Harmon 
as needed to set up an organiza- 


Continued from page 3 


pay, | 








P.R. Budget 


tion that would reach down into 
every exchange center. The p.r. 
agency would have at least a part- 
time employee in each of the 31 
keys. 

Coin would be used further, un- 
der Harmon's plan, for bringing 
up to date the mailing lists of the- 
atres and of the industry's 235,000 
employees, who would be used as 
a first line of battle in the p-r. 
campaign. Harmon is also under- 
stood to see a need for some sur- 
veys on the business 
. _Indieatione of _exhih. faar of enw 
large-scale program has already 
been given at various conventions 
of Allied and Theatre Owners of 
America groups. Further indica- 
tion of the same feeling among an- 
other of the nine organizations that 
will be represented in Washington 
was given at the meeting of the 
Motion Picture Industry Council in 


| Hollywood last week. 


Ex-Child Star Held 
Chicage, Dec. 6 

Jackie Moran, 26, former child 
film player, pleaded guilty in Chi 
Federal district court last week to 
charges of stealing an automobile 
last summer, 

Judge Michael Igoe reserved 
sentence until Jan. 5 to study back- 


' ground of the case 
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MONTY WOOLLEY 


“THe Man WHo Came To Dinner” 


My dear Hoofers, Hamlets, Scribbiers and Tycoons: , 
I flatter myself that you know I am a man of taste. 


Further, I flatter you by thinking that some of your best friends 
If so, then telling you what I would like for 
. Christmas will simplify your problem of what to get them. 


But even if they are not like me -- if your friends ere gross 
fellows -- even louts and oafs -- it will still be seemly to present 
them with the one gift I myself would welcome. 
so low that his sense of appreciation is dulled to this classic 
American contribution to good living! 


I speak of Old Crow bourbon: a Christmas gift made up of one or 
more bottles of that bottled-in-bond Kentucky nectar. 
a truly great American whiskey! 
said that it is "the finest whiskey in the world.” 
virtually weaned on Old Crow, certainly heave no reason to dispute the 
reasoned conclusion of so eminent a atatesman. 
periodic quality checkups on all whiskités and I do not hesitate to 
say thet today, as in the past, none surpasses Old Crow. 


Here 


Daniel Webster is reported to have 


Let this letter be a prod to tickle your memory, so that Old 
Crow will tickle your palate and those of your friends. 
December 25th, when I dedicate that area between my mustache and 
beard to toasting the holiday season, I will know that you, too, and 
your good friends, will be enjoying this traditionally pleasant chore 
-- with a carol on your lips and Old Crow in your glasses, 


Sincerely, 


Monty Woolley 


For no man can sink 


I, having been 


Of course, I make 


Then, on 


indeed is 




















KENTUCKY STRAIGHT BOURBON WHISKEY BOTTLED IN BOND © 100 PROOF © NATIONAL DISTILLERS PRODUCTS CORPORATION, NEW YORK 5, N.Y, 
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Nat'l Spot Radio Up Despite General 
Lull; Heavy Campaigns Due to Roll 





Aithough network billings are? 
witnessing a decline and local sta- 
tion business is off due to a 5% 
decline in retail and department | 
store activity, national spot radio | 
is up. Reason is that spot has been 
taking steps to overcome criticisms 
leveled at it. 

Chief disadvantages of spot, ac- 
cording to its critics, are that it is 
less glamorous and economical, 
harder to buy and supervise than 
network radio. It is these beefs 
reps are trying to 
And the fact that they 


overcome. 


are succeeding is seen in better 
sales figures. 

Big spot campaigns have just 
been launched by the anti-hista- 
mine drugs, which may total sev- 
eral million dollars. On Jan. 1 


Procter & Gamble will incept a 
drive for Prell shampoo, to counter 
Colgate’s successful spot pitch for 
Halo. Automobile manufacturers 
are also spending heavily in the 
selective field. Sole real problem 
spot faces at present, according to 
station reps, is the lack of adja- 
cencies to cream programs. But 
they explain that there are still 
plenty of locally-produced news, 
women's participation. hillbilly and 
disk jockey stanzas which can do 
an effective selling job for spot 
usc7s 
Objection that spot radio is 
harder to supervise is being met 
by many bankrollers adding travel- 
ing supervisors, who tour the coun- 
try checking on the handling of 
their commercials by announcers, 
audio quality of their platters, 
skedding of spots, etc. In addition, 
the itinerant supervisors visit sta- 
tions, retailers, dealers and con- 
sumers to learn their problems on 
the particular spot campaigns and 
effect of copy on sales. Turning a 
(Continued on page 38) 
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ABC Using ABC | 
To Sell Shows 


Unusual commercial pitch of a 
web asking for sponsors via its 
own airwaves is being made by 
ABC on its “Chandu the Magi- 
eian” co-op. Since the stanza start- 
ed in mid-October, one commercial 
has been devoted each night to 
telling prospective clients that the 





programe is available for sponsor- | 


hip and that further details can 
obtained from local ABC out- 
lets. 

As yet the web has no concrete 
reports on the pitch’s pull. Only 
@ half-dozen backers have been 
picked up by local stations, the 
net explaining that this is due 
to the program's upcoming time 
shift. On Dec. 17 it will move to 
the 7:30 p.m. slot. 

While this is the first time that 
the network has skedded program- 
selling commercials, its local sta- 
tions in the past have cut in on 
co-op shows to point up their avail- 
ability. Feeling is that using radio 
to sell radio also implies a plug 
for the medium as a whole. 

ABC is launching, on Dec. 15, 
a@ cross-the-board co-op with Ted 
Malone in the 11:15-11:30 p.m. 
EST slot (10:15-10:50 pm. in 
other time zones). 


ABC GETS WHODUNIT 
YEN FOR DAYTIME 


Cross-the-board daytime who- 
dunit series will be launched by 
ABC on Jan. 2, probably in the 
3:30-4 p.m. slot. Unusual departure 
from the soapers and audience- 
participationers which are _ tradi- 
tional femme fare will present 
half-hour mysteries, each complete 
in itself. 

Series will star “Hannibal Cobb,” 
detective of Look mag's Photo- 
crime feature. It has been pack- 
aged by ABC in conjunction with 
Mildred Fenton (sister of Look’s 
Fleur Fenton Cowles) and the Wil- 
liam Morris office. “Photocrime” 
was also used as the springboard 
for an ABC-TV package. 

Idea is to cash in on the pro- 
motional values of a magazine tie- 
up, as ABC has done with its 
“Modern “Romances” and “My 
True Story,” both of which are 
linked to publications. These 
shows similarly dramatize complete 





stories in 30 minutes, \ 


AND STILL THEY FOLD 
—CLEVE. FM’ER LATEST 


Cleveland, Dec. 6. 
One of this city’s three FM sta- 
tions has gone off the air because | 
of financial troubles. 
WLAL, which employed 12 per- | 
sons including Lloyd Chatterton, 
manager, has received FCC permis- 
sion to snut down. Daniei Shervy, 
president of the Zone Cab Ca. and 
secretary-treasurer of the United 
Garage & Service Co., the holding 
unit which controlled the station, 
declared that operators had “come 
to a definite conclusion that an FM 
station, by itself, in this area is not 
economically feasible.” | 
Cleveland has two other FM’ers; | 
WCUO, a CIO station, and WEWS, } 
the Scripps-Howard television unit. | 
WLAL, located in suburban 
Lakewood, was built at a cost of 
75,000 approximately 18 months 
ago. 


Radio Still Live 
Un to Coasters, 


12 More Want In 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Radio is a long ways from giving 
up the ghost to television, in the 
opinion of a dozen or more busi- 
nessmen eager to hang out their 
call letters along these K frequen- 
cies. Now before the FCC are ap- 
plications from 12 partnerships 
and corporations, petitioning for 
CP’s in the 800-900  kilocycle 
range. 

Applicants and the localities in 
which they would operate are: 
John Martin and D. V. O’Brien, 
Beverly Hills; Orange County 
Broadcasters, Santa Ana; William 
Odessky, East Los Angeles; Le- 
land Holzer, Long Beach; Airtone 
Co., Santa Ana; South Bay Broad- 
casting Co., Hermosa Beach; Pub- 








lic Service Broadcasters, River- | 


side; Krouser & Kreaner, Oxnard; 


Isadore Gralla, Los Angeles; Bev- | 
Walter | 


erly Hills Broadcasters; 
and Frank Muller, Inglewood; J. 
Bruce Taylor, Long Beach. 

Radio's growth in the southern 
California area is cited by a re- 
cent survey of the Don Lee net- 
work. In 1945 there were 18 sta- 
tions in the L.A. area and 42 
throughout the rest of the state. 
This year to date there are 43 
AM, FM and TV stations in the 
L.A. area and 150 for the rest 
of the state. 


FCC Asks Supreme Court 
To Nix Georgia’s 1556 
| Rap vs. Atlanta’s WGST 


| Washington, Dec. 6. 


The Supreme Court will hear 
arguments this week on the ap- 
' peal of WGST, Atlanta, to a 
| Georgia ruling holding the sta- 
tion liable for breach of a con- 
tract held illegal by the FCC. 
FCC will appear in support of 
the station. 








Washington, Dec. 6. 

The FCC last week asked the 
Supreme Court to throw out a 
Georgia Court of Appeals decision 
which would require WGST, Atlan- 
ta, to pay $155,000 damages be- 
cause the commission compelled it 
to abrogate a management con- 
tract. Commission contended the 
state court has no right to substi- 
tute its own judgment for that of 
the federal agency in exercising its 
radio licensing fufictions. 

Commission arguments were set 
forth in a brief filed with the high 
tribunal, which will soon hear the 
appeal of WGST, operated by the 
University Regents for the Georgia 
School of Technology, against the 
state court's ruling. FCC is appear- 
ing in support of the station as 
friend of the court. 

Case arose as a result of the re- 
fusal of the commission to renew 
the station's license unless it rid 
itself of a management contract in 


(Continued on page 38) 





The Wednesday Story 


(Nov. 30 Hoopers) 


CBS 
P.M. 
8:00—Chameleon ...... 13.8 
8:30—Dr. Christian..... 12.8 


9:00—Groucho’ Marx.... 16.6 

9:30—Bing Crosby ..... 163 

10:00—Burns & Allen.... 11.2 
NBC 


8:00—This Is Your Life. 9.3 
8:30-—Gildersleeves .... 13.0 
9:00—Break the Bank... 11.7 
O:.8i. DA. . 2k. 2008 13.2 
10:00—Big Story........ 11.4 


De 





Soto Gainer | 
As Groucho 
Hits Top 10 


The manner in which Groucho 
Marx has gagged his way into the 
No. 7 Hooper spot in the newest 

Nov. 30) ratings in his compara- 
tively brief career as emcee of 
the “You Bet Your Life” show is 
occasioning no little comment in 
the trade. The program is one of 
the few among the newcomers to 
crash the perennials that belong 
to the charmed Top 10 circle. 

Oddly enough, the Marx ascend- 
ancy comes at a time when the 
sponsor, Elgin-American, is giving 
up the show because of post-season 


budgetary cutbacks, with DeSoto- | 


Plymouth becoming the beneficiary 
of the rating advance. 

Slotted back-to-back with Bing 
Crosby and Burns & Allen in CBS’ 
Wednesday night lineup, actually 
the Marx show, which is packaged 
by John Guedel, is a considerably 


cheaper item than the $30,000 
Crosby stanza or the $12,000 B&A 
program. 


“You Bet Your Life” has a cur- 
rent 16.6 rating, nosing out such 
steady Top 10 items as Bob Hope 
and Edgar Bergen, both of which 
have a 16.4. 





NBC Economy Hits 


Heath, Irene Kuhn 


NBC’s economy wave has hit the | 


web’s Department of Information, 
with Horton Heath, director of the 
department, and Irene Kuhn, as- 
sistant director, exiting the organi- 
zation. However, the department 


will continue to function, with An- | 


ita Barnard taking over the direc- 
torial reins with a staff of six. 


Miss Kuhn, who has been with 
‘NBC for the past 10 years, leaves 
|\Dec. 15 for an extended stay in 
Spain with her daughter, novelist 
Rene Kuhn, who is currently work- 
ing in the U. S. Embassy in Eng- 
land. 
| Heath has been with NBC for 
the past eight years, and prior to 
that was associated with Radio 
Corp. of America. 

Meanwhile, NBC's new prexy, 
Joe McConnell, summoned the en- 
tire network staff at Radio City 
headquarters into Studio 8H last 
Thursday (2) for his initial shake- 


down talk. He assured them there | 


would be no drastic staff curtail- 
ments or cause for alarm and that 
if, in the current reorganizational 
process, things were still at sixes- 
and-sevens in determining “who 
reports to who,” the pattern 
would soon resolve iiself. 





Bob Hawk 


elaborates on 


Radio’s Fabulous 
Invalid 
* * « 
an interasting byline feature In the 
44th Anniversary Number 
of 
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Cedric Adams, I-Man Radio Industry, 
Adds 5 Web Shows to Colossal Sked 





RADIO GUILD, CBS 
NEAR SETTLEMENT 


Settlement of CBS’ dispute with 
‘the Radio Guild (CIO) appears 


likely this week. Management and 


the union have been conducting 
negotiations on a bargaining unit 
and if both sides agree, as appears 
,probable, a consent election will 
se héeia under Naticnal Labor Re- 
lations Board auspices. 

The web’s contract with the RG 
expired Nov. 30. Meanwhile the 
union has been conducting a cam- 
paign to inform agencies and spon- 
sors of the situation. First agency 
approached was Young & Rubicam 
and, according to the union, a 
delegation of CBS white collarites 
was “received cordially.” The 
union said that Y&R “showed con- 
siderable concern and interest in 
the extent of our activity inside, 
as well as outside CBS with re- 
spect to persuading CBS to bar- 
gain with our union.” 


NAB Doesn't Aid 
Smaller Stations 





Sez WNLK; Quits 


Norwalk, Dec. 6. 


Calling the National Assn. of 


Broadcasters “the voice of the big | 


networks,” Dr. Benjamin Ginzburg, 
president-g.m. of WNLK, has with- 
drawn the station from NAB mem- 
bership. 

In a letter to Justin Miller, NAB 
president, Ginsburg declared he 
had come to the conclusion that 
small stations don’t get their 
money’s worth from the association 
and criticized particularly the NAB 
stand in the Lorain, O., press-radio 
fight. 


Publishers Assn. is backing the 
Lorain Journal in its fight to con- 
tinue unfair trade practices against 
|station WEOL,” Ginzburg wrote 
Miller, “the NAB has not seen fit 
to support the radio station.” 

| WNLK has had a hard time es- 


(Continued on page 40) 





KLZ Gabber Denied Right 
| To Air Graft Hearings; 
| Station Editorializes 
Denver, Dec. 6. 
| Sheldon Peterson, KLZ news 
and special events director, started 
something last week when he peti- 


tioned the Denver City Council to 
Broadcast a hearing involving 


charges which had been brought | 


against one of the Denver council- 
men, Herbert C. Dolph, Sr., ac- 
cused of taking a $500 “gift” in 
connection with a liquor license. 
Six of the seven council mem- 
bers voted to deny broadcast rights 
to both KLZ and another Denver 
station, KMYR, after questioning 


Peterson on “whether the entire | 


proceedings will be broadcast or 
portions deleted.” 

_ Peterson said that time limita- 
tions would prevent airing of the 
entire hearing and explained that 
the intent was to present “high- 


lights of the testimony, omitting | 
Pe- | 
terson stated that every effort | 


technical, legal arguments.” 


would be made to be impartial and 
to give both sides of the discus- 
sion. 

Shortly after the Council voted 
to refuse KLZ the right to broad- 
cast, Peterson took to the air on 
a KLZ “Voice of the News” broad- 
cast to editorialize for the first time 
in the Denver station’s long his- 
tory. 

“In view of the action taken by 
your city council this morning,” 
Peterson told KLZ listeners, “we 
can draw but one conclusion. The 

| majority of the City Council does 
not want you to hear the proceed- 


ings of the Dolph trial exactly as | 


they occur and in the actual voices 
of the participants.” 

All three major wire services, 
AP, UP, and INS, carried the story 
and the Denver Post spotted the 
ag on page one of its city edi- 
! 10m, 


“While the American Newspaper | 


+ Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 
Cedric Adams, who hasn’t eno 
to do with 17 local radio — 
_ one road show, seven newspaper 
/columns and many personal ap- 
/pearances a week, wil! add five 
CBS national shows to his sched. 
ule Jan. 3. 


Adams will do five-minute spot 
between Art Linkletter and Garry 
Moore shows, heard here at 2:55 
p.m. five days a week. Spot wil] 
be bridged from Linkletter stanza 
with no station break. Sponsor 
will be Pillsbury Mills, plugging 
pancake mix. 

Spot will consist of column type 
of material delivered with piano 
background, devoted to reminis- 
cences, oddities, random thoughts 
and a few laughs, stuff at which 
Adams has become expert espe. 
cially in columning. No poetry 
nor philosophy will intrude, he 
said. Pitch will be slanted at 
housewives. Material will be writ- 
ten by Adams, and week's product 
transcribed here on Mondays for 
CBS relay out of New York. 

Initial series runs until May. but 
contract is for four years, with op- 
tions. Linkletter show switches 
from NBC to CBS at the same 
time, and both will go out over 172 
stations. 


Move into the national field was 
seen as presaging eventual light- 
ening of local load, which has made 
Adams busiest newspaperman- 
broadcaster in these parts, as well 
as one of the best-heeled. Good 
section of WCCO’s operations here 
are geared to Adams’ require- 
ments. 

Station, for instance, provides 
him with dream office equipped 
with glass desk suspended from 

(Continued on page 38) 


Mickelson Into 
CBS Home Spot 


Sig Mickelson, program man- 
ager of WCCO, the CBS o & o sta- 
tion in Minneapolis, is being 

brought into the web’s New York 

headq@arters to take over the ad- 
| ministrative functions of Lyman 
| Bryson in the public affairs divi- 
| sion, effective Jan. 15. Bryson has 
| notified the web that he wants to 
| retire as an administrator and con- 
| fine himself to broadcasting, writ- 
, ing and teaching. He'll sign a new 
| contract, effective as of Feb. 1, as 
a strictly radio-television broad- 
caster. 

Mickelson will assume the title 
of director of the division of in- 
struction. Bryson, along with Ed 
Murrow, also held the title of 
counsellor of public affairs ‘non- 
administrative). Murrow will hence- 
forth assume the counselorship 
alone. 

Mickelson was a former instruc- 
tor at the U. of Minnesota, U. of 
_Kansas and Louisiana State. 








Maloney Into WCCO Spot 
Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 
| Wiley (Mickey) Maloney has 
been appointed director of news 
and special events for WCCO by 
Wendell B. Campbell, station man- 
ager. 

Veteran newspaperman, he left 
United Press several years ago to 
join public relations department of 
Pillsbury Mills. His new duties 
were headed up by Sig Mickelsen 
as director of public affairs and 
production for the station. 

Maloney makes move Dec. 15. 
Month later Mickelsen leaves to 
head CBS department of talks and 
discussions in N. Y., succeeding 
Lyman Bryson. 


“ANYBODY WANNA BUY 
PIECE OF ‘STOP MUSIC”? 


ABC still hasn’t been able to 
find a backer for the segment of 
, “Stop the Music” which P. Loril- 
lard (Old Gold) will drop at the 
end of the month. (Ciggie outfit 
will continue to hold the final seg- 
ment and half of the TV stanza.) 

One of the difficulties faced 's 
that several willing bankrollers 
are competitive to present spon- 
sors. Anti-histamines, which want 
to get on, are competitive with 
Smith Bros. cough drops and watch 
_manufacturers have been nixed by 
;Speidel watchbands. 
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Advertising Makes the Grade 


Washington, Dec. 6. 


Considerable significance is being attached to the fact that for 
the first time in history the Washington Administration has been 
alerted to the role that advertising is playing in the nation’s eco- 


nomic pattern. 

In a move without precedence 
Commerce is appointing 
which will be comprised of rer 
newspapers, Magazines and other 


Groundwork will be laid at a meeting called for 


in Washington, when the Cabinet 
ad men to outline procedural 
The recent TV report 
the most exhaustive studies ot 
the Government's 
shaping national patterns. 


an adv 


issued b* 
its kind, 
attitude toward advertising as a power toward 


in D.C. annals, the Secretary of 
isory committee on advertising, 
resentatives of radio, television 
ad media 

this Friday (9) 
member will sit down with key 
one of 
initial evidence of 


the Dept. of Commerce, 
gave 











Cooling Off Process 


for Watch & Band 


Sponsors; Casualty List High Lately 


The networks are going through ¢ 
a cooling off process in regard 
to program sponsorships by watch 
companies and auxiliary watch 
band units. Too much uncertainty, 
too seasonal a biz and too many 
cancellations, runs the complaint 
of the webs Even the fact that 
Helbros Watch Co., which is can- 
celling out of “Quick As a Flash” 
on Mutual, is shopping around for 
a new show isn’t creating the usual 
excitement that pervades a web's 
sales department when a prospec- 
tive client rears his head With 
NBC pitching up Dick Powell's 
“Richard Diamond” to Helbros, 
CBS is going through the motion 





of offering one of its own crime 
sagas But the “seasonal” aspect 
of such bankrolling doesn't hold 
any too great allure. 

The casualty list among the 
watch and band companies has 
been particularly unusual in re- 
cent weeks. Longines-Wittnauer 


is dropping a full 60 minutes of 
Sunday afternoon programming on 
Columbia, now that the holiday 
buying season is in the home 
stretch, although in this instance 
CBS did have the benefit—and 
billings—of a full year of spon- 
sorship 

Gruen Watch is dropping out of 
“Hollywood Calling’’ when the 13- 
week cycle expires next month. 
Speidel (band makers) is calling it 
quits on the highly - regarded Ed 
Wynn video stanza, contenting it- 
self with joint sponsorship of 
“Stop the Music.” Elgin, longtime 
spender on CBS for Thanks- 
giving and Christmas top-budgeted 
“specials.” is now out of the spon- 
sorship picture completely. 

Bulova alone continues to pour 
heavily and steadily into its spot 
announcements, reaping the bene- 
fits of the cream time-breaks both 
on radio and tele. 


Burrows 4-Way 
Spread for 90 


The new year shapes up as a 
hectic one for Abe Burrows under 
his exclusive CBS contract. In 
addition to his half-hour TV show 
now in preparation, his participa- 
tion in the C rosley -sponsored “This 
Is Show Business” and his upcom- 
ing commentary on TV wrestling 
(see separate story’, Burrows will 
participate in a half-hour weekly 
“conversation piece” with a panel 
of experts. 

Latter is being designed for a 
late evening radio showcase, with 
Lyman Bryson and Virginia Peter- 
son, the book critic, joining with 
Bryson in a kickaround of various 
facets of the English language. its 
slang usages. etc. Show will 
tabbed “We Take Your Word.” 


Churchill to B & B 


Churchill, who exited 

Measurement Bureau 
several months ago, being one of 
BMB’s early “casualties” in the or- 
panization’s administrative upheav- 
al, is joining Benton & Bowles 
agency in the media department 

Churchill, prior to his BMB re- 
gime, was for years identified with 
the CBS research division. 








John 
Broadcast 


Fred Heywood to Balto 


Fred S. Heywood, news and spe- 
clai evénis director of WNbBC and 
WNBT, NBC's key N. Y. radio and 
television outbets, has resigned to 
join WBAL and WBAL-TYV, Balti- 
more, as publicity-promotion man- 
ager. 

Jay J. Heitin, until now program 
chief of WHYN, Holyoke, Mass., 
succeeds Heywood. 


Luckman To 
Leave 3 Top 
V.P.’s Behind 


With Charles 
his Lever Bros 
stock and barrel, out of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., to New York. this 
week, the administrative overhaul 
will be even more drastic than was 
originally imagined. For example, 
not one of the three top Lever 
veepees—Bob Elder, Alex Stewart 
or Edward MclIntyre—will be 
brought to the Manhattan scene of 
operation, but are exiting the com- 
pany. 

Only one brand man (Rinso) 
in the entire advertising setup will 
make the switch. He’s David Ket- 
ner. Jim Barnett, the advertising 
veepee, inherited by Levers at the 
time of the Pepsodent acquisition, 
will also move in, but otherwise the 


‘Continued on page 38) 
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‘COULDSTILL HAVE Phil Haris Can Have Post Benny 


STATION VOICE Spot on CBS, It He'll Shake Rexall 


lack 
there are reports that G. A 


Although 
ing 
Richards is negotiating a deal for 


the 
at least 


confirmation is 


Catholic hierarchy to take over 
two of his three lucrative 
Package, it’s 
include WGAR 
Cleveland, and WJR, Detroit, but 
would not include KMPC, Holly 
wood—the station where Richards’ 
claimed biased infractions landed 
him in the FCC hot seat 

Just what branch or branches 
of the Catholic church would be 
involved in the deal isn’t known 
But the maneuver would not only 
serve to take Richards off the FCC 
hook, but would, in effect, permit 
him to have his kilocycle cake and 
eat it, 

As far 
concerned, it 
operation. Richards 
with payment for the 


Station operations 


reported, would 


too 

as the Catholic church is 
would be a tax-free 
could get a 


Z00G price 
stations coming out of income. But 
further. in view of Richards’ pro 


Catholic connections, it would put 
him in the enviable spot of con- 
itinuing to have an advisory say in 
the stations’ policies. 

The groundwork for a Diocesan 
move-in had been laid years ago 
The late Supreme Court Justice 
Frank Murphy was always in the 
Richards camp. It's recalled, too, 
how the Richards midwest stations 
have been linked to the initial in- 
cubation of Father Coughlin and 
the influence he wielded over 
American listeners 

Should Richards and the Cath- 
olic church get together on a deal 
it would leave the FCC completely 
boxed. For obvious reasons the 
Commission wouldn't run counter 
to the Catholic hierarchy’s wishes, 
but at the same time it would be 
countenancing a deal where Rich- 
ards’ voice, it's felt certain, would 
continue to assert itself. 
is precedence, of course 
for the Catholic church sphere of 
influence in broadcasting, such as 
Gonzales College's Seattle enter- 
prise and Loyola U.’s operation of 
WWL, the CBS 50,000-watt sta- 
tion in New Orleans, 

Sources close to Richards in 
Cleveland, Detroit and Washing- 
ton, while disclaiming knowledge 
of any reported deal, nonetheless 
asserted that any such hush-hush 
maneuvering wouldn't particularly 
come as any surprise to them. 

Negotiations for NBC to acquire 
Richards’ KMPC operation on the 
Coast collapsed last week. 


There 














Pretty Politics 


Week's radio poser revolves 
around Gov Chester A, 
Bowles’ appointment of his ex- 
agency partner William Ben 
ton ‘(Benton & Bowles) to the 
Senate 

“What.” the trade is now 
asking. “is Young doing for 
Rubicam or Ruthrauff for 
_ Ryan? 





Ch held Wants 
An Ad Agency 
That Satishes 


Reorganization of the Newell 
Emmett agency is reported on tap, 
and out of the new setup being 
biueprinted will emerge an op 
eration more closely tied in with 
the Chesterfield account, far and 


away the house’s No. 1 piece of 
business. 

The projected Newell-Emmett 
modus operandi, it's reported, 
stems from dissatisfaction on the 
part of the Chesterfield people, 
the latter feeling that agency 
profits accruing from the cigaret 
account have been channeled into 
other facets of the agency busi 
ness. 

Reported exiting the Newell 
Emmett setup is T. J. Maloney, one 
of the key men in the agency, 
though not identified with the 
Chesterfield account. Maloney, it’s 


understood, may take with him the 
Auto-Lite business, the major por 
tion of whose ad coin is channeled 


into the radio-TV versions of “Sus- 
pense.” 

It's also reported that C. B. New 
ell. one of the titled partners, may 


retire, with J. P. Cunningham mov- 
ing into the prenaeny. 


More ‘Gangbusters’ 


CBS doubles its billings on its 
Saturday _ night “Gangbusters” 
show. when the cereal division of 
General Foods, the sponsor, goes 
full network starting the first of 
the year. 

Program is currently heard on 
81 stations, about half the web's 
|'number of affiliates. 
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an NBC 


Any time Phil Harris wants Sun- 
night 7:30 on CBS, following 
Benny as he did on NBC 
latter 
Paley, the 
ing But 

to forsake 
and 


day 
before the 
Bill 
the ask- 
Harris is willing 
Rexall sponsorship 
Charles Luck- 


pledged allegiance to 
time is his for 
only if 
his 
with 
Bros 


moment 


move in 
man’s Lever 

At the the post-Benny 
period is occupied by the Lever- 
sponsored Amos 'n’ Andy, who are 
slugging it out on the Hooper front 
in competition with Harris By 
virtue of the fact that both have 
7:30 segments, it appears to be 
hurting both shows ‘with A & A 
having a two-point rating advan- 
tage’ and nobody's particularly 
happy over the situation In view 
of the Lever expansion, with new 
products on the market, Luckman 
wouldn't mind taking on Harris and 
would even agree to shifting A & A 
into another time period 


Harris put himself on record last 


season that the competition with 
\ & A was far from healthy and 
shouldn't continue Lately, it's 


understood, it's his feeling that, far 
from being a shirttail to the Benny 
Stanza, the show's progressed to a 
point where he could pass the 
\ & A Hooper mark 

The fact remains that the kev te 
the shift lies with Harris himself. 
As long as he goes along with 
Rexall, he’s committed to NBC, 
since Niles Trammell and Rexall 
prexy Justin Dart have an agree- 
ment But in view of Rexall's 
financial nosedive, there seems to 
be some question as to the perma- 
ae of the Harris sponsorship 
aeatl, 


Allen Wants 
To Get Goin’ 


From all indications, Fred Allen 
is rearing up and is rarin’ to go. 
Although Allen has signed up as 
exclusive, he’s not sched- 
uled to fulfill his NBC commitment 
until next season, preferring to 
take it easy during the '49-'50 se- 
mester. 


However, Allen is now planning 
a trip to Coast some time in Janu- 
ary, with reports that he's already 
set up a schedule for a series of 
guest performances covering a two 
or three-week span. 


The intriguing aspect of Allen’s 
projected guest series, however, is 
how NBC will react to the comic's 
proposed agenda, in view of the 
NBC exclusivity angle. 

While it’s all very wel! for Allen 
to give Bob Hope the guest hypo 
treatment, since Hope's an NBC 
baby, he’s also planning to re- 
unite with Benny on the latter's 
show. Only Benny is now Bill Pa- 
ley's property on CBS and the 
relations between the two webs at 
the moment are anythihg but cor- 
dial. Similarly, Allen, it’s under- 
stood, is down for a “Suspense” 
show. That, too, is strictly a CBS 
property. 


Sarnoff the Subject, 
But Paley the Hero 
In Newsweek’s Profile 


Newsweek mag's exhaustive ap- 
praisal of David Sarnoff and his 
Radio Corp. of America dynasty 
has excited considerable comment 
in radio-TV circles the past week. 





For the most part it reads as 
though the story had been “plant- 
-d"’ by CBS, for the “hero” of the 


piece, far from being Sarnoff, is 
Columbia's own Bill Paley. 

Newsweek's critical breakdown 
shows how, on three major fronts 

namely, broadcasting, recordings 
LP vs. 45 rpm’: and color tele- 
vision—CBS has moved in to seri- 
ously topple Sarnoff's hold on the 
vast communications picture, 
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Hooper Has New Measuring Method; 
Slams Nielsen's Inadequate Survey 


In another bid to steal a march? 


on A. C. Nielsen, C. E. Hooper last 
week announced a new method of 


measuring an airer’s effectiveness | 


—-sales impact ratings. Hooper's 
latest is a yardstick to determine 
how efficient a program is in in- 
ducing listeners to buy the spon- 
sors wares. 

The method used was to send let- 
ters to 3.114 families with question- 
naires on their economic status and 
asking them io fill Z 


in diaries of 
week's dialing. This was followed 


by another letter, apparently 
mailed by another organization 
asking for a record of the week's 
purchases. In this way it becomes 


possible to learn, for instance, the 
proportion of Jack Benny listeners 
who buy Lucky Strikes as com- 
pared with the non-listeners who 
smoke Luckies. The resulting pre- 
portion is Benny's “sales impact 
rating.” 

To make for statistical accuracy, 
the letters were distributed geo- 
yraphically across the country 
Fhe two ‘listeners and 
non-listeners to a particular pro- 
gram) were pared down so they 
were approximately equal in com- 
position for geographical area, 
community sizes and economic 
This means that beth 
groups had about the same expo- 
sure to other advertising media 
merchandising promotion and 
other sales factors 

A typical report on a soap opera 
was announced by Hooper. This 
showed that the soaper had more 
than twice the audience on farms 
than it did in large cities and more 
of a pull in lower income groups. 
It also revealed that while 30.2% 
of non-listeners used the product 
advertised, 41.6% of its listeners 
used the product, giving it an im- 
pact of 38°; 

Geographical Area Data 


samples 


siatus 


The data is also broken down 
{nto geographical areas, com- 
munity size and income levels. 


These showed a very high impact 
rating in the mountain-Pacific 
area. among farm listeners and in 
higher income groups. 

Hooper also took a blast at Niel- 
sen last week in his fifth letter at- 
tacking the opposing audience 
measurement service. He charges 
that Nielsen's New York City TV 
ratings are based on 120 homes 
Because of the small size of the 
sample, Hooper claims, in 94° of 
the cases of a program rated 10.0 
the true rating can range between 
48 and 15.2 and in the remaining 
6°> of the cases the actual rating 
may be even more off. 

“To offer anything so inadequate 
to intelligent advertising and 
broadcasting people is nothing 
short of an affront,” Hooper de 
clares. “Better you should guess!” 


ABC, MUTUAL SET 
LONGHAIR STANZAS 


ABC and Mutual are going in for 
a longhair fling. ABC is signing 
Dr. Karl Krueger, former conduc- 
tor of the Detroit Symphony, for a 
Monday evening series with the 
American Arts Orchestra.  Pro- 
grams would range from chamber 
groups to orchs of 35 musicians 
and will probably be skedded in 
the 10-11 p.m. slot, starting Feb. 6. 

MBS will air the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra on Sun- 
days from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., start- 





ing Jan. 7. Programs will be 
sianted to younger listeners and 
will include a quiz intermission 


Alfred Wallenstein will 
On Wednesdays, starting 
Jan. 11. the web will air the Okla- 
homa Symphony from 10:30 to 11 
mm with Victor Allesandro 
oe 


Gabbers’ Shamrock Pitch 


Houston, Tex., Dec. 6. 

Walter Winchell, Broadway col- 
umnist--commentator and treasurer 
of the Damon Runyon Memorial 
Fund for Cancer Research is the 
latest to join other national figures 
in the Shamrock Charity Bow! foot- 
ball game to be held here Dec. 17. 
according to the game sponsor 
Glenn McCarthy. 


Winchell and Jimmy Fidler will 
originate their Sunday broadcasts 
through local affiliates. 


feature. 
conduct. 








NBC’s Xmas Day Spread 


NBC will celebrate Christmas 
Day with an hour-long pickup from 
the Vatican in Rome celebrating 
the opening of the Catholic Holy 


Year. Event will be marked by 
Pope Pius XII knocking on the 
door of St. Peter’s Cathedral and 


inging by the Sistine Choir of the 
Oratorio of the Nativity. Show will 
be slotted in the 2 to 3 p.m. siot, 
with “NBC Theatre,” which usually 
occupies that time. not taking the 
air that week 

From noon to 12:30 p.m. Christ- 
mas Day, NBC has planned a spe- 
cial entertainment show featuring 
its “family” performers at home 
with their children. Scheduled to 
be heard are Phil Harris and Alice 
Faye and the families of Robert 
Young, Gordon McRae and Frank 
Sinatra. 


WMGM (NLY.) 
In Taleat Grab 


Disk jockey hypo is being given 





WMGM. Loew's owned indie in 
N. Y., with the addition of Ted 
Brown, being taken away from 


WNEW,. Hal Tunis. now at WVNJ, 
Newark. and Ken Roberts, freelan- 


cer. who announces “Candid Cam- 
era’ on CBS-TV and other web 
airers 


WMGM program director Ray- 
mond Katz is handling negotiations 
for the new platter’ spinners. 
Brown, who is slated to do a 7-8:30 
a. m. cross-the-board stint, will 
compete with WNEW’s Gene Ray- 
burn and Dee Finch. Roberts and 


Tunis will get afternoon assign- 
ments. Tunis, a former English 
teacher in Philadelphia high 


schools, has been clicking at the 
New Jersey station with a direct- 
by-telephone sales pitch. Pacting 
of Roberts will reunite him with 
Ted Husing, whom he assisted in 
the late "Twenties. 

The station's jockey stable will 
include Husing, who does two daily 
sessions six days a week; Jack 
Figen, from the Copacabana; Bea 
Kalmus. who originates from Hut- 
ton’s restaurant, and Leonard 
Feather. who specializes in pro- 
gressive jazz. 

Katz's program-hypo includes 
the six transcribed series of MGM 
Radio Attractions, which feature 
Metro stars, such as Lionel Barry- 
more, Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, 
Ann Sothern and other names. In- 
die has also built an impressive 
sports lineup, which includes col- 
lege and pro basketball from Mad- 
ison Square Garden and the 69th 
Regiment Armory and Ivy League 
hoop games, all bankrolled by a 
group of five sponsors. In addition, 
the outlet airs amateur and pro 
hockey from the Garden and N. Y. 
Giant pro football games. 





Competition for Gotham 
Negro Market in Upbeat 


Competition for the Negro mar- 
ket in New York City is being 
stepped up. On Monday (5) Betty 
Granger. former women's editor of 
Our World mag. launched a cross- 
the-board series on WLIB. Stanza, 
heard from 9-9:30 a. m.. will cover 
local community activities, child 
care, shopping news, economics 
and political events as they affect 
Negro women. 

WWRL has twice in the past 
month increased time for its “Aft- 
ernoon Swing Session.” conducted 
by Phil Gordon and the program is 
now 90°° sold, with new sponsors, 
including Buddy Lee Clothes, Mu- 
sic Hall Jewelers, Jarman Shoes. 
Winston Television and Carolina 
Rice. Station has effected tieups 
with three Brooklyn theatres in 
Negro residential areas, whereby 
the houses screen a 30-second 
WWRL trailer at every showing. 
Outlet has a promotional deal with 
the N. Y. Age, Negro weekly, and 
pacts with several theatres in Har- 
lem are close to signing. 

A morning stanza beamed to the 
Negro market may be inaugurated 
shortly by WWRL, competing with 

;the WLIB airer. 


Stop the Yule Music 


Cleveland, Dec. 6. 


A movement to confine Christ- | 


mas music to proper hours, rather 
than playing it to death, is spread- 
ing among stations here. 
Baylor, WJMO manager, began the 
movement after complaints were 
voiced to the presentation of a 
swing version of “Silent Night” 
over WERE. 

WSRS’'s Samuel R. Sague has 
banned playing of Christmas carols 
before the week of Dec. 19. 
stations are expected to 
similar rulings. 


NARBA CONFAB 
TO GIVE IN 
TO CUBA 


Washington. Dec. 6. 

There's a belief here the Ameri- 
can delegation to the North Ameri- 
can Regienal Broadcasting Agree- 
ment conference in Montreal will 
accept the latest Cuban proposals 
rather than operate without an in- 
ternational treaty and _ resulting 
chaos in the use of the airwaves. 

Due to wind up imminently, the 
conference is faced with the choice 
of giving in to the third and final 
Cuvan Offe:y wiiicic is SiPouELy oP 
posed by U. S. clear channel sta- 
tions, or breaking up without a 
treaty. The Cuban delegation is 
understood to be adamant against 
any further concessions. 

A State Dept. source said there 
will have to be a decision this week 
or the conference will fold. 

Acceptance of the Cuban de- 
mands would hit chiefly NBC's 
660 ke channel used by WNBC in 
New York, CBS's 780 kc spot of 
WBBM in Chicago, the 1,110 ke 50 
kilowatter of WBT in Charlotte, 
N. C., and the 760 ke channel of 
WJR in Detroit. 

How much interference would be 
caused by Cuba's use of these and 


issue 





other channels will depend on the’ 


power used and the employment of 
directional antennas 

ABC, Westinghouse, Fort Indus- 
try Co. and KPRC, Houston, were 
reported willing to accept Cuban 
demands even though their sta- 
tions would be affected. Another 
major network was believed to be 
on the verge of withdrawing its op- 
positions. Others were said to be 
wavering. 


7556 STATION SALES 
ARE GIVEN FCC NOD 


Washington, Dec. 6. 
Three stations changed hands 
last week when the FCC approved 
transfers involving considerations 
totaling $755.000 





ton, W. Va., at 5-kilowatter, which 
was sold by John A. Kennedy for 
$650,000 to The Tierney Co., mine 
operators of Bluefield. Kennedy is 
principal owner of WSAZ and 
WSAZ-TBV in Huntington, W. Va. 

Grant of transfer, which also in- 
cludes three remote pickup sta- 
tions. was made conditional upon 
the seller submitting and receiving 
approval of proof of performance 
of WCHS 

Consent to sale of a 48° inter- 
est in KBUR in Burlington, la.. for 
$60.000, giving control to the Bur- 
lington Hawk-Eye Co., was 
granted. 

Also given approval was the sale 
of WDAD in Indiana. Pa., for $45.- 
000 by Paul and Alice Short to 
Thompson K., Carolyn and Charles 
Cassell. 


Kaiser-Frazer’s Time Buy 


On Labor-Liberal Network 


Unusual situation of an automo- 
bile manufacturer sponsoring a 
program on a network which in- 
cludes United Automobile Work- 
ers stations, has developed with 
Kaiser-Frazer buying a cross-the- 
board spot on the labor-liberal net- 
work. Stanza has not yet been 
set. 

K-F has signed a 52-week con- 
tract for the network. using ET 
shows. Stations to be used are 
WFDR, N. Y.; WVUM, Chattanoo- 
ga and KFMU, L. A.. all outlets 
backed by the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union: WDET. 
Detroit. and WCUD. Cleveland, 
UAW stations; and WCFM, Wash- 
ington, co-operative station. Web 
was instituted by Morris S. Novik, 


Dave | 


Other | 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Scripter Mort Frankel to lecture at NYU Radio-TV Workshop to- 
morrow ‘Thurs.) Earl Mullin, ABC flack, spoke on broadcasting 
sales and service before Pittsburgh AM-TV Club yesterday ‘Tues.) 
Jane Hoffman joins cast of NBC's “Marriage for Two”....WOR staf- 


fers to stage Xmas party for their kids Dec. 17....WVNJ marking its 
first anni today ‘Wed.) at 5 p.m. with hour-long broadcast featuring 
salutes from celebs Bruce Stauderman’s Christmas story, “Journey 
of the Magi,” to be aired by Canadian Broadcasting Corp. It was 
originally sold to Columbia Workshop, but never alred by CBS be- 
cause of the show's demise Merrill E. Joels on “Theatre Guild of 
the Air” (“Street Scene”) Sunday night (11) Two Leslie Harrises at 
NBC—and with the same middle initial—makes it a sixth sense opera- 
tion for the switchboard to identify if it’s for the production dept. 
Leslie Harris or for the sales dept. LH. 

Frank Stanton, CBS prez. to be initiated into Alpha Delta Sigma, 
‘honorary marketing fraternity. Friday (9) ABC program veepee 
Bud Barry lectured to Maine Broadcasting Assn. Friday (2) Bert 
Lind new associate producer for Ted Hudes Productions Joan Bar- 
ton to guest on WOR's ‘Treasury Varieties” Dec. 17 Gimbels dept. 
store sponsoring 21 quarter-hours and 42 spots weekly on WVNJ. New- 
ark ABC's sales service department gals, Mildred Morris and Elsie 
Schou, both got engagement rings on the same day CBS’ “Halimark 
Playhouse,” which usually airs adaptations of novels, to do its first 
original script (‘by Jean Holloway) Dec. 15 Cort Langley, ex-WOR 
researcher, resigned from BMB to form his own TV package outfit 
John Karol, CBS sales, recovering from sprained ankle sustained at the 
Chappaqua ‘suburban New York) railroad station Arnold Hartley 
back from four-weeks Paris-Rome trip with blueprint for expanded 
setup on Italian-originating broadcasts. 

Eugene Francis, thesper, became father of boy, Stephen Ronald, 
Monday (28) Kenyon & Eckhardt’s Christmas gift to editors con- 


sists of adopting two children under the Foster Parents’ Plan for War 
Wes Mickey .. 





”* 
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Chiidrén, sétonuw year pian lias GeeH supported in this 
Rooney appears on “Suspense” tomorrow (8), then comes to N. Y. for 
“Cavalcade of America” Dec. 13 WOR's Dave Driscoll to air “Name 
Your Poison,” documentary on sleeping pill racket, Saturday (10) 
World Broadcasting has signed Les Brown orch for its library service 

“The Jewish Philosopher,” heard cross-the-board over WEVD, has 
been renewed for the 13th consecutive year by Carnation Co. 
ABC’s Gene Hamilton and WNYC’s George Wallach now sportin 
beards Girl, Christina Roy, born to the Lee Otises ‘(CBS news ed 
Tuesday (29) Bert Cowlan into “Guiding Light” Phil Cook 
has launched his annual “Books For Cook” drive. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Hub Robinson and Harry Ackerman holding daily skull sessions to 
work out a summer schedule for CBS Jerry Devine taped his shows 
in advance so he and the missus can gallivant around New York and 
Washington Zeke Manners also worked the tape overtime for a 
three-week respite in N. \¥ KNX is giving its jock session with 
Paul Masterson an international flavor and for 75 minutes on Satur- 
days he'll spin recordings of the hottest faves in the world’s amusement 
centers Harry Stewart taking time out from his direction of “Lassie” 
to make some Christmas records in Swedish dialect. For many years 
he was Yogi Yorgesson on the Al Pearce show Nat Wolff lost his 
father last week....Jack Benny tapes his Dec. 18 broadcast so he and 
his troupe can do a benefit in Houston at the Shamrock Bow! 
Brewster Morgan around to start off the new ‘Fireside Theatre” series 
for Procter & Gamble Jack Little moved over to Don Lee news 
bureau from Armed Forces Radio Service....Ronald Colman will be 
narrator on L.A.’s annual Christmas broadcast to the nation over NBC 

ABC's Richard Moore appointed member of L. A. Chamber of 


Commerce television committee, which is dedicated to making City of 


Angels the nation’s TV capital Mike Kizziah, who sports title of 
KNX sports editor, will be “Rose Bow] Reporter” on four-week buildup 
of New Year's day game ‘as if it needs it or have you tried to buy a 
pair on the 5uv) Bob Coleson named Coast rep of Advertising Council 

Poor Bob Hope. Two more gushers were brought in on his Texas 
field. A few more million te worry about. 


Biggest of tremIN CHICAGO ... 


transactions was WCHS of Charles- | 


Magnavo- Co. is going all out to promote its add-a-television feature 
offered in their radio-phono units in time for the Christmas sales rush 
Marjorie Retzke, WBBM continuity staffer, engaged to Wayne F. 
Gibbs, Jr., of Richmond, Va. Matt Szeymzak, of the Federal Reserve 
System, Washington, will give 15-min. talk on general economic condi- 
tions in the country Dec. 9 over WIND WBBM newscaster. Julian 
Bentley, is aired at a new time, 3:15 to 3:30 p.m. (CST) Mon.-throuzh- 
Fri. George Mitchell, III, state finance director, guested on WBBM's 
“Know Your State” Dec. 4 Dr. Herman N. Bundesen, city's Board 
of Health prexy, came up with some fast “baby talk” Fri. (2) ever 
WGN’s “Coffee With the Kelseys” morning show Moulton and 
Sylvia Kelsey expect a baby in March Don Getz, promotion man- 
ager for WGN to hospital for checkup WBBM's half-hour “Melody 
Time,” Tues.. 9:30 p.m.. now produced by Jerry Dee Cy Howard, 
creator of “My Friend Irma.” in town to confer with P. K. Wrigley 
over new sponsorship of “Life With Luigi,” which he also produces 
Visitors to Mutual Central Division offices last week were Frank White, 
president of MBS, and William Fineshriber, VP in charge of programs 
Guesting on Sunday's (4) “Crime Does Not Pay” program over 
WGN was John C. Prendegast, Chi's police commissioner WLS’ 
13th Christmas show for the Chi Municipal T. B. Sanitarium skedded 
for Dec. 16. Jack Holden will emcee Joe Boland, former Notre 
Dame coach and player. will broadcast a 30-game basketball sked from 
hi Stadium over WCFL WBBM's Cliff Johnson and family. aired 
Mon. through Sat., 7:30 to 8 a.m.. on “Pick-Up Time.” auctioned their 
album of hymns and narrations last Nov. 28: $150 proceeds went te 
Community Fund. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Gene Klavan, new humorist-disk jockey on WTOP-CBS. clicking so 
well on his “Capital Punishment,” 12:30-2 a.m. airer, that station is 
promoting him as local successor to Arthur Gedfrey, an alum of WTOP. 
Klavan will p.a. on Capitol theatre stage week beginning Dec. 17 
Bjorn Bjornson, NBC news correspondent for past eight years, has 
switched to WTOP-CBS where he fills the 5:25-%30 news slot 
Bryson Rash, special events director for ABC here. to Key West to 
cover the Presidential vacation for the web Dean Luce, WMAIL- 
ABC announcer, is narrating a series of training films for the Navy 

Horace Heidt’s national finals airer, “Breaking Through to Star- 
dom,” plus a three-hour vaude show, skedded for Uline’s Arena Dec. 
18, for benefit of Junior Chamber of Commerce Youth Welfare Fund 

Art Lamb, ex of local station WINX, has switched to WTTG- 
DuMont, succeeding Clarke Thornton, who moves to WCUM. Cumber- 
land, Md., where he has taken up duties as program director. Lamb 
will double as announcer and news and special events commentator for 
the TV station... Eddie Gallaher, WTOP-CBS disk jockey. breaking 
into video this week via two guest spots on WMAL-ABC TV. 
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CBS’ 1 Out of 10 on the Nielsens  \F'\\ DAAPT 


The “CBS Story” on rating-program dominance hit its apex last 


week, 


when the newest Nielsens (covering the Oct. 


23-29 period } 


revealed that all 10 toprated shows were in the Bill Paley camp 


Further, 
Tunntwg 
Here’s the scorecard 


only one NBC 


program 


-Bob Hope—was in the First 13 


—Current Rating— 


Cur’! rev. 1:Gases sOmes Points 
Kank Rank Program (000) % Change 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre ‘CBS: 10.684 27.2 3.3 
2 : Talent Scouts (CBS) 8.838 22.5 2.8 
3 2 Jack Benny ‘CBS) 8.445 915 ey 
4 + My Friend Irma ‘CBS 7,503 19.1 3 
5 5 Edgar Bergen ‘CBS) 6.835 17.4 —0.9 
6 14 Mr. Keen (CBS) 6.717 17.1 2.9 
7 4 Inner Sanctum (CBS) 6.560 16.7 1.0 
8 6 Amos ‘'n’ Andy (CBS) 6.442 16.4 —0.6 
) 7 Mystery Theatre (CBS) 6,246 15.9 —0.5 
10 33 Dr. Christian (CBS) 6.167 15.7 13.8 
11 10 Bob Hope (NBC) 6.089 15.5 if! 
12 21 Crime Photograp’r ‘CBS) 5,971 15.2 +1.7 
13 13 Mr. & Mrs. North (CBS) 5,853 14.9 0.6 
14 22 Suspense (CBS) 53.853 14.9 1.4 
15 16 F.B.I. Peace & War (CBS) 5.853 14.9 1.0 
16 39 Truth or Conse’ces (NBC) 5,853 14.9 3.4 
17 8 Fibber & Molly (NBC) 5.814 14.8 -—-1.1 
18 a Mr. Chameleon (CBS) 5,578 14.2 0.3 
19 36 Theatre Guild Air (NBC) 5,578 14.2 2.4 
20 _ 42 5,  _ _ = } 2 Ss 


__ This Your FBI | NBC) 





TV Has Taken Play Away from FM,’ Is 
Claim, as Probe ls Sought from FCC 


Washington. Dec. 6 


was told yesterday (5) that 
the time has come to explore 
whether the lack of success of FM 
is due to inherent faults of the me 
dium or “to the failure of certain 
persons, manufacturers or organi 
zations” to promote more effective 
use of the service. 

Opposing the Commission's pro- 
posal to require FM stations to in 
crease their hours of operation, 
station WARL-FM of Arlington 
Va.. requested that hearings be 
held on the question “in the light 
of the facts pertaining to the FM 
industry.” 


FCC 


filed bv Frank 


and co-owner 


Station's petition 
Fietcher, attorney 


declared that former chairman 
Charles Denny encouraged AM’ers 
to get into the FM field and “‘be- 
fore the FM industry had had a 
chance to develop chairman 
(Wayne) Coy said practically the 
same thing about television.” Un- 
doubtedly, said Fletcher, who is a 
member of the NAB board. “TV 


has taken the play away from FM.” 
However, petition said. “if the 
Commission is now giving the em 
phasis and impetus to TV. and ‘as 
we feel) the radio set manufac 
turers and the networks are giving 
(Continued on page 40) 


DC. Strips 1536 
From AFRS Nut 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 

Armed Forces Radio Service. 
born of the war to entertain and 
militarily educate GI's around the 
world. has been stripped down to 
a skeleton operation. Secretary of 
Defense has ordered a cutback of 
$153,000 in operational expenses 
and to meet the directive Col. Ma- 
son Wright, commandant. has been 
forced to cancel 11 live shows, in 
cluding “Command Performance.” 
which will have had a run of 414 
weeks by Dec. 20, effective date of 
the budget whacking. 

“Command,” which has been the 
service's outstanding show and us 
ing the talents of top names from 
radio and pictures, will be con- 
tinued as an assembled job. Back 
log of “overage” will keep the 
show running for a year or more, 
the service having filed away all 
unused spots 

Overseas troops will continue to 
rece  de-commercialized — pro- 
grams, top network shows with the 
plugs removed, and two sessions a 
week of educational and document- 
ary stanzas. AFRS has been pro- 
ducing 16 hours of live shows a 
weck of the 55 hours of the serv 
ice’s prorrams. 





Col. Wright said. 





Reduction of per- 
sonnel will be kept at a minimum, 


Cereal Serial 

Battle Creek. Mich... Dec. 6 
the-board aire! ‘Mark 
Trail.” based on a_e syndicated 
comic strip, has been bought for 
Kellogg by Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Network and time have not yet 
been set 


Cross 


“Mother Knows Best.” now aired 
on 31 #£Pacific§ stations and on 
WCBS, N. Y.. will be dropped by 


the cereal sponsor at the end of its 
current run this month Several 
other shows were under considera 
tion, but K&E reportedly pushed 
“Trail” to the fore because it's a 
house-owned package. 


Merger of FMA, 
NAB Expected 
By Year's End 


Washington. Dec. 6 

Merger of the FM Assn. with the 
NAB was assured yesterday 5 
when FMA directors accepted an 
invitation to join forces with the 
larger organization. Consolidation 
is expected to take effect about 
Jan. 1 

Plan of merger provides for an 
FM department in NAB to function 
under supervision of an FM execu 
tive committee consisting of three 
FMA directors and two from NAB 
It also calls for a fulltime director 
to head the department. FMA'’s 
board recommended that Ed Sel 
lers. executive director of FMA 
be appointed to the post 

It is presumed the department 
will take over the present FM sec 
tion of NAB’s new radio (formerly 
audio) division, headed by Arthur 
Stringer. If Sellers moves in. as 
is expected, Stringer will prob 
ably be transferred elsewhere in 
the NAB organization 

A call to FM’ers to get behind 
the merger was sounded by C. M 


Jansky. Jr.. who presided at yeste) 
dav's meeting of the FMA direc 
tors 


Since its organization. said Jan 


Continued on page 40 
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Lamb’s Politico Aspirations 

Toledo. Dec. 6 
Lamb, Toledo. attornes 
radio and television sta- 





Edward 
owner of 


tions, and publisher of the Erie 
Pa.) Dispatch, is seriously consid- 
ering being a candidate for the 


the Democratic 
Robert A 


S. Senate on 
ticket. to oppose Sen. 
Taft next year. 

Lamb has radio stations in 
Toledo and Erie, and television sta 
tions in Columbus and Frie. 


By BERT BRILLER 
trends in network sales 
operations, with webs raiding each 
other and rate-cutting practices 
spreading, are disturbing many in 
dustry leaders. 

Radio is being turned into a cut 


Recent 


throat field with the ethics of a 
bargain basement business, these 
circles feel. They cite a host of 


unusual deals which nets are mak 
ing, such as CBS last spring taking 
the Fatima show on less than 30 
stations while the remainder of the 
web carried it sustaining (but still 


with the indirect plugs for Fa 
tima They look askance at NBC's 

Hollywood Calling,” which gives 
Gruen free “sells” over the fuli 
hour even though the sponsor is 
paying for only part of the pro- 
gram, and at the web's sending 


along pvdlicity and promotion men 
on _Bob we tour ~~ his 
| 


¢ : ss A}; +h, . srir< 
PUL ° BS SO wile « ctu 


program price ‘cutting by NBC this 
week to effect sale of “Richard 
Diamond.” 

Similarly, these sources question 
ABC's putting on “Dr. |. Q.” as a 
sustainer two months before Em 
bassy's commercial start, while the 
cigaret consolation prizes consti 
tute cuffo plugs. Mutual, they 
claim, has been offering various 
bonuses to lure billings, such as 
reduced-size hookups. 

Other reports are current that net 
works are taking per inquiry busi- 
ness, skedding free courtesy spots 
mentioning the sponsors’ names on 
o-and-o stations, and tossing in tal 
ent free or absorbing part of pro- 
duction costs in order to sell time 

These price knockdowns, it's 
felt. are responsible for many 
sponsor-network switches and re- 
sult only in depressing the entire 
rate structure. Instead of setting 
their sights on billings from back 
ers new to broadcasting, these 
toppers feel, the chains are 
looking for easy killings in luring 
bankrollers from neighboring nets 


sales 


Why pull a Philip Morris from 
Mutual, Fatima from CBS or Pills- 
bury from ABC, they ask, when 
there are vast virgin fields to be 
tapped’ Among these are insur- 
ance companies (only three of 


which are in network radio), air- 
lines ‘which might be attracted to 
regional skeins paralleling their 
routes), mail order outlets like 
Montgomery Ward, food distribu- 
tors like A&P, ete. Additionally 
there are many medium and small- 


‘Continued on page 40) 


N.LR.B. Examiner Okays 
Nixing of Anti-Union 
Beef Vs. Georgia Airer 


Atlanta, Dec. 6 
examiner for the National 
labor Relations Board has recom- 
mended the dismissal of charges 
that the management of WATL. lo- 
cal indie owned by J. W. Woodruff, 


Trial 


Sr. of Columbus, Ga., refused to 
bargain in good faith with two 
American Federation of Labor 


untons 

Examiner Hamilton Gardner is- 
sued his ruling in an intermediate 
report on negotiations that led up 
to a strike, now nearly one* year 
old, at the station. The two unions 
involved are AFRA and the Inte: 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers 

Charges brought by the union 
that WATL had engaged in unfai: 
labor practices were upheld by the 
examiner and he ordered sta 
lion management to stop question 
ing employees anent their union 
activities or in any way interfering 
with or coercing them in the exer 
cise of their union rights 

Lnion announcers, members of 
\FRA. went on strike at the sta- 
tion Jan. 1, this year, and are still 
out Engineers, who belong to 
IBEW. respected their picket lines. 

Maurice Coleman, veteran radio 
and advertising man, is now man- 
ager of WATL, having assumed 
helm some four months ago. Wood- 
ruff owns and operates three other 
Georgia stations besides WATL. 


trial 








No See on Me 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 

“Breakfast in Hollywood” 
has been put on the free list 
for ducat grabbers after being 
for vears one of the few 
paid programs in radio 
Only those who paid $1.25 for 
breakfast wet admitted to 
the broadcast. Tap was taken 
off to induce a larger audience 
at show's new Vine St. origi 
nating studio 

Show got around the no-pay 
edict of the networks by 
charging for the ayem repast 
and throwing in the broadcast 
for free. But it was no dice 
for tickets without the ham 
and ordei 





Staffers File Vs. 
Pope Multilingual 
WINS Purchase 


Washington, Dec. 6 
representing all em 
supervisory per- 


Petition 


ployees ‘except 


sonnel) of WINS, N. Y., was filed 
with the FCC Monday (5) by 
James Lawrence Fly, opposing the 
5kw indie’s transfer from Crosley 


Broadcasting to Ii Progresso Italo 
American. Document charges that 
Generoso Pope, chief stockholder 
of the group applying to take over 
WINS. has personally told the 
staffers, of whom 64 signed the 
petition, that he “could do ne more 
ihan absorb a few of the present 
employees 

Employees claim that Pope's 
plans to convert the station to a 
foreign language outlet “would be 
an inefficient and wasteful use of 
the facilities They cite the re 


cent FCC initial decision in the 
case of WORL,. Boston, in which 
an examiner turned down the bid 


of an applicant to convert the Hub 
station to foreign language opera- 


tion. That preliminary report has 
been attacked by several multi- 
lingual broadcasters as a slap at 


America’s foreign-born 

The Fly petition says “the very 
principle of foreign - language 
broadcasting is a questionable 


one It cites census data which 
show a decline in N. Y. City’s for- 
eign-born white population from 
33.1% in 1930 to 27.9% in 1940 


27 6° t of 
population 


Additionally, it states 
the foreign-born white 
was over 50 years old in 1930 and 
by 1940 this proportion had in- 
creased to 43.9°¢ Whatever need 
may remain for foreign-language 
broadcasting. the brief declares, is 
more than satisfied” by four sta- 
tions. WEVD, WBNX, WHOM and 
WOV 

Fly also quotes a Commission 
report in the Voice of Detroit case, 
which said that the emphasis 
placed by an applicant “upon mak- 
ing available his facilities to re- 
stricted groups of the public does 
not indicate that the service of 
the proposed station would be in 
the public interest.’ 


OVALTINE DROPPING 
MBS’ ‘CAPT. MIDNIGHT” 


Chieago, Dec. 6 
Mutual daytime commercials sul 
fered a setback last week when 
Wander Co. ‘(Ovaltine) announced 


its dropping of Captain Mid- 
night effective Dec. 15 “Mid 
night’ airs a half-hour on Tuesday 


and Thursday 

Ovaltine will use thi 
et to buy Tues.-Thur quarter 
hour segments on NBC-TV's “How 
dy Doody.” Hart Johnston, ad 
manager of beverage firm. said 
Ovaltine is “through with daytime 
radio, which appeals to children 
Account is handled by Grant Ad 
vertising, which inberited it in the 
merger with Hill Blackett a few 
weeks ago. 


radio budg 


IFS ‘State of American Radio Gets Coy 


HELD SUSPECT Once-Over; Defends FCC Practices 


Mass., Dec. 6 
of FCC 
the 


Amherst 
vigorous defense 
policies involving freedom of 
air. Chairman Wayne Coy served 
notice here last week there will be 
no relaxation of efforts to prevent 
broadcasters from abusing Consti 
tutional prerogatives 


In a 


“For my part.” he declared. “'T 
conceive it my duty to make every 
effort to curtail the freedom of 
radio station licensees to be unfair 
or to use their licenses solely for 
their own ovrivate benefit rather 
than for the public interest.” 
night (1) in 
lectures 
Justice 


Coy spoke Thursday 
the Amherst series ol 
honoring the late Chief 


Harlan Fisk Stone 

Recalling industry reaction to 
the Commission's “Blue Book” re- 
port defining public service respon- 
sibilities of broadcasters, Coy took 
mild poke at NAB prexy Justin 
Millet FCC “widely ap 
plauded by many elements in out 
Coy said. for its efforts 
to protect the public against “un 
bridled expression tor 
broadcasters.” But Miller, he said, 
promptly branded FCC commis 


was 


society 


freedom of 


sioners as “stooges for the Com- 
munists intellectual smar t- 
alecks” and ‘violators of the First 


Amendment. 

“Somehow,” Coy remarked, the 
Commission managed to survive 
characterizations.” Broad- 
casters who think the Constitution 
assures them of their right to be 
unfai he added, “cannot becloud 
the issue by the hurling of viciots 
epithets 


these 


Coy also jabbed at network pre- 
dictions of dark torebodings for the 
American system of broadcasting as 
a result of the adoption by FCC 
of its chain regulations, limiting 


option time by the nets and requir 


ing NBC to sell one of the two net 
works it formerly owned When 
the Supreme Court upheld the 


1943, he 
official said 
(Commission 


noted, one 
the opinion 
“absolute dic- 


‘Continued on pa 40) 


Mutual : Chi LA 


Program Accent 


Originations from Hollywood and 
Chicago will be increased on Mu- 
tual. according to program veepee 
sill) = Fineshriber just returned 
from a two-week trip to the Coast 
with stopovers in Chi and San 
Francisco 

First L. A 


regulations in 
network 
pave the 


program Fineshriber 
has booked is “Comedy of Error 

which will replace “Quick As a 
Flash” in the 7:30 p.m. Saturday 


slot starting Dec. 24 “Quick” 
moves to ABC. where it becomes 
a daytime strip). “Errors,” to be 


emceed by 
duced by 
of MBS’ 


Jack Bailey and pro- 
Lou Fulton, will be part 
Saturday quiz-participa- 


tion lineup that includes “20 Ques- 
tions.” “Take a Number” and 
‘Meet Your Match’ Program 


calls for studio contestants to spot 
the boners in a series of five-min- 
ute humorous sketches. emphasiz- 
ing entertainment value rather 
than prizes 
Reason for 


was to 


Fineshriber'’s junket 
familiarize himself with 


MBS’ Coast and Chi operations 
and Don Lee and WGN. Chi, top- 
per lle said that both Don Lee 
nd WON have excellent. brand 
new facilities which will be able 


Continued on page 40) 


Ad Council Chi-Bound 


The Advertising Council con- 
enes in Chicago tomorrow 
lhurs marking the second time 


in its history that the organization 
as® body has crossed the Hudson 
river for a meeting. Previous ex- 
cursion was to Washington. 

Move points up the current po- 
tency of Chicago and the midwest 
as one of the key hubs of advertis- 
ing activity. 
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WWJ-TV’s Turbulent Career: ‘Etched 
In Charcoal or Helplessly Marooned 


By HARRY BANNISTER . " 
On Friday, Nov. 4, at eight 


hours, 17 minutes, 20 seconds. post 
meridian Eastern Standard Time, 
WWJ-TV emerged from the red 
Thirty-five seconds later we blew 
a No. 5820 tube, and operations 
went back into the cerise 

On Saturday Nov 12 at 
hour of 1:30 p. m., we 
cheerful prospect of an 


the 
faced the 
afternoon 


in black, while we covered the 
Michigan versus Indiana football 
fracas, but at 2:21:18 one of the 


transmitter engineers developed a 
severe case of claustrophobia, and 
had to be sent home in an open 
taxic b, necessitating an 
replacement, at time 
which dunked us in 
2:43:10. when we 
crawled into the black 

Then, just when 
locked exquisitely 


half 
until 
more 


and a 
scarlet 
once 


everything 
ebony, disaster 


struck again At 3:19:40 a stage 
hand, watching the game on the 
monitor in Studio T, got excited 


over a pass interception and play- 
fully dropped a live cigaret on a 
mess of title cards. Back we went 
into the crimson 

So it’s gone all this past month 
Ur in the black. down in the red 
Now, etched in charcoal; now. heip 
lessiy marooned But, gradua!!: 
our pet flashes are accustoming us 
to solvent television, and we dream 
of the time when permanently we 
vacate the vermilion 

There's good stuff in our dreams 
Siatistical stuff. Come 1950, we'll 
have close to 175,000 television 
families for an audience. On Feb 
1 our rate goes to $600 an hour 
Commercial content stands at 65°%, 
which isn't far below the point I'd 
like to maintain. It costs about 
$249 an hour to stay on the air 

If you mix all these ingredients 
and toss ‘em into one of those me- 
chanical calculators, what do you 
get” It’s a black, balanced budg- 
et. practically unknown these days, 
especially in the high finance cir 
cles of Washington, D. C 

That's why I'm certain that soon 
will come a day when we'll look 
for the last time on the ink which 
is red, and our bookkeeper, who so 
help me, is named “Ruby.” will be 


come known as “Inky” or “The 
Raven.”’ 
But, then what will we poor tele- 


visors do for conversation? 


BERLE TO FLORIDA, 
HUDDLE ON SUBS 


Decision on who will replace 
Milton Berle as emcee on NBC- 
TV's “Texaco Star ‘Theatre’ for 
the next twe weeks is expected to 
be made today ‘Wed.) by the Wil- 
liam Morris office and the Kudner 
ad agency. Berle is scheduled to 
leave today for a two-week vaca- 
tion in Florida but the show will 
be continued as it was when he 
took a four-week sick leave last 
year, with guest personalities sub- 
stituting 

Despite the necessity of having 
to line up the show for next Tues- 
day ‘13) as soon as possible. spokes- 
men for both Kudner and the Mor- 
ris agency said no decision would 
be made until last night’s show 
had been finished. Don Ameche 
and Phil Siivers have been men- 
tioned to fill the spot but no con- 
tracts have been signed. Berle, 
under his contract, is entitled to 
four weeks’ vacation during the 
39-week cycle. 


Cincy TV Ups Schedules 
Cincinnati, Dec. 6 
Operating schedules of WLW-T 
and WKRC-T were increased this 
week for addition of new programs 


WKRC-T added a hillbilly act. 
the Echo Valley Boys. with Dusty 
Ward. emcee. for 2:30 to 3 pm 
weekday sessions, stretching sta- 
tion's air time three hours per 
week 

Crosley’s WLW-T extended its 


Sunday schedule an hour and also 
tagged 90 minutes onto Saturday 
programming, signing off at mid- 
night with filmed mysteries. 
KEATON’S TV BOW 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Buster Keaton makes h tele 
Vision debut Thursday (8) on the 
Ed Wynn show. 
On Dec. 14 he launches bis own 


video program, “Keaton K 
Kellege,” ‘S30 


minute slotter. 


overtime ! 


over CBS. Spot is 3 | 





Dennis James 


hes «@ humorous piece on 


Wrestlers Have 


Scripts, Too! 


* . 


one of the many byline features 
in the 





14th Vuamber 


Anniversary 


of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 











Phonevision In 


Bid for Rank Pix 


Dec. 6 
McDon- 


Chicago, 
Zenith Radio prez E. ft 


ald, Jr.. is currently pitching to 
the J. Arthur Rank Organization 
for use of the British film mag 


nate's firstrun features in Zenith’s 
Phonevision plan. Aecording to 
McDonald, the fact that the public 
will spend over $1,000,000.000 for 


TV receivers in 1950, indicates 
there is still enough consumer 
money available to buy top enter 
tainment, which is what he hopes 


to provide via Phonevision 

Zenith has a contract proposal 
from Illinois Bell Telephone for 
the proposed Phonevision tests in 
Chicago. Contract has been sub- 
mitted to the FCC for approval, 
and tests are scheduled to start as 
soon as the Commission gives the 
word. Under Phonevision, viewers 
would be charged through their 
regular phone bills for special pro 
grams, which will not be available 
unless they dial the operator and 
ask her to complete a circuit. 


Compromise Nears 


In TV Scenic Strike 


Chances for an early settlement 


‘of the United Scenic Artist's strike 


against New York video stations 
considerably brightened this week 
as both sides indicated willingness 
to compromise. The companies 
made a proposal for a reperted 5°7 
wage increase to the scenic design- 
ers at a meeting Monday night (5) 
which was rejected by Local 829. 
Another meeting, which is expected 
to bring both parties closer to- 
gether is scheduled today ‘Wed .) 

Execs of the United Scenic Ar- 
tists have opened the door for 
agreement with a drastic reduction 
in wage demands. Originally ask- 
ing for standard pay scales opera- 
tive in legit. which would amount 
to a 75° hike. union spokesmen 
have declared they would now be 
ready to accept around a 15°? in- 
crease. Involved in the walkout are 
72 scenic designers. 


Foster’s ‘Inside Brooklyn’ 


Chicago. Dec. 6 

Phil Foster, bistro comedian, 
currently here with “Borscht- 
capades,” has been pacted by NBC 
for a tele package called. ‘Inside 
Brooklyn,” based on Foster's nitery 
skits about the home of the 
Dodgers. 

Half-hour is being pitched at 
brewer in the Flatbush vicinity, 


Earl Wilson’s TV Idea 


N. Y. Post's syndicated columnist 
Earl Wilson, and his wife, Rose- 
mary, are priming a “Mr. and Mrs. 
Broadway” video show. It would 
transmute the breakfast Mr. and 
Mrs. idea to nighttime television. 

Eddie Davis and Al Robin have 
done a script on the idea which 
Ted Lloyd is agenting. 


Mullen, Johnston 
Join Fairbanks In 


Major TV PixSetu 


Dec. 6 

the executive 
Fairbanks film 
producing operation for television 





Hollywood 
Reorganization of 
setup of the Jerry 


to meet its program of expansion 
has brought into the company two 
of video's top execs. They are 
Frank Mullen, formerly head of 
NBC's TV setup in New York, and 


Russ Johnston, who resigned last 
Friday as head of NBC's teevee di- 
vision 


Both Mullen and Johnston have 
bought substantial stock in the 
company and will relinquish all 
other interests to concentrate on 
the firm’s plans for the largest 
video program producing and dis- 
tributing organization in the coun- 
try. Fairbanks continues as presi- 
dent and will be in charge of all 
production. Mullen is chairman of 
the board and will administer the 
company’s business. Johnston will 
be v.p. in charge of sales and dis- 
tribution 

Mullen will make his headquar- 
ters at the Fairbanks studio in 
Hollywood and make occasional 
visits to the firm's New York office 
Johnston will base his operations 
in Manhattan. 

Fairbanks company will develop 
and package shows on film for TV 
and set up its own distribution and 
sales agencies. Shows will be 
filmed by the company’s recently 
developed three-camera technique 
Expansion of facilities both here 
and in New York are slated for 
early next year. Negotiations are 
progressing for the filming of sev- 
eral top shows now on radio and 
programs now being kinescoped 
New filming technique will be 
made available to outside produ- 
cers both here and in New York 
for the filming of AM shows in the 
process of being converted to TV. 

Mullen is one of the pioneers of 
network television and took over 
tele in its early stages while exec- 
utive v.p. and general manager of 


NBC. He organized the net's tele- 
vision operation, facilities and 
personnel. Mullen left Radio City 


to become president of the G. A. 
Richards radio properties, which 
he resigned a short time ago to 
represent Fairbanks in negotiations 
with James C. Petrillo and WPIX 
tele station in N. Y. 


D.C.’s 78,700 Sets 


Washington, Dec. 6 
Record sales of television 

ceivers here during 
brought the number of sets in the 
Washington metropolitan area on 
Dec. 1 to 78,700, according to an 
estimate last week by the Washb- 
ington Television Circulation Com- 
mittee. 


December figure represented a 
gain of 9,150 sets over the Nov. 1 
estimate. 

Capital's four video stations now 
should have a large enough audi- 
ence for profitable’ operations. 
Trade previously estimated outlets 





re- 
November 


Sons of the Pioneers 


NBC's television operation is a haven for the bigtimers’ kin 


Scratch a video man around the 


network these days and the chances 


are you'll find he’s got a_ dad who's one of the pioneers in some 
branch of agency-communications-show business. 


A partial rundown of the 
reads: 


NBC-TV personnel, for example, 


Robert Sarnoff, son of RCA board chairman David Sarnoff. 
Herbert Hobler ‘who checks in at the web soon); son of Atherton 


W. Hobler, chairman of the boa 


rd of Benton & Bowles. 


Paul Warwick, Jr., son of Paul Warwick, senior partner of War- 


wick & Legler agency. 


Lee Bristo), son of the Bristol & Myers topper. 


Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr 

Larry Schwab, son of Lawren 

Owen Davis. Jr... son of the 
ducer until last summer, when 
dent 

Ernie Byfield. Jr.. son of th 
web until two weeks ago 


ce Schwab, ex-legit producer 
playwright, was an NBC-TV pro- 
he was killed in a motorboat acci- 
e Chicago boniface with 


was the 





TV Ban From College Grid Games 


Slated For ECAC Talks Tomorrow 





_ of the Glamour Girls 


Harry Conover 


discourses on 


TV's Cover Girl 


on interesting byline feature in the 
44ih Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 





+ Television's effect on the gate re- 
ceipts of college football games 
will get a thorough kicking around 
at tomorrow's (Thurs.) session of 
the Eastern Collegiate Athletic 
Conference in N. Y., with commis- 
sioner Asa Bushnell expected to 
pitch for the complete banning of 
video cameras from all games in 
the future If the ECAC rules 
against TV, Bushnell hopes to have 
similar action taken by the National 
Collegiate Athletic Assn... which 
is scheduled .to meet in N.Y. in 





January, on the assumption that 
the ban, to be effective. would 
have to be nationwide in scope 
Bushnell reportedly has an im- 
posit\, jist of facts and figures for 
submission to the ECAC member 
schools to prove that TV has con- 


siderably hurt attendance at games 








Wynn, Murray 
Into Sat. Parlay 


once the slowest 
night of the week for television 
viewers, will soon have enough 
good shows to keep any setowner 
at home, if CBS has its way: Web 
has tentatively decided to slot the 
Ed Wynn show in the 9 to 9:30 slot 
Saturday nights starting Jan. 7, 
when Camel cigarets takes over as 
sponsor from Speidel. Deal for 
Camel to pick up the show's tab 
was finalized last week through 
William Esty agency. 

Definitely set for CBS Saturday 
nights is “Ken Murray's Black- 
outs,” which is also to be launched 
Jan. 7 in the 8 to 9 bracket under 
sponsorship of Anheuser - Busch 
(Budweiser Beer’. In addition, 
plans are still underway between 
CBS and the Madison Sq. Garden 
Corp. 
night sports events. 
however, is contingent on the web 
signing a bankroller to pay the 

(Continued on page 36) 


Saturday night 





PAUL WINCHELL MULLED 


FOR NBC EXCLUSIVE 


NBC is in the process of nego- 
tiating a contract with Paul Win- 
chell for his exclusive services on 
television. Winchell is currently 
heard, along with Dunninger, on 
the CBS-TV Bigelow show, but the 
latter client is cancelling out. Win- 
chell was originally showcased on 
NBC video. 

The negotiations are for the 
services of the ventriloquist and 
his dummy, Jerry Mahoney, and 




















with show skedded for early Janu- could get into the black once the do not embrace a Dunninger 
ary viewing. number of sets reached 75,000. teamup. 
Cross Section of Viewing Habits i 
ross Section of Viewing Habits in N.Y. Area 
‘Nielsen report for four weeks ending Nov. 12) 
‘¢ TV Hemes Using 
(At Telecast Time) 
Homes Homes TV Radio 
Rank Program % (060) % % 
1 Texaco Star Theatre (NBC) ‘iretessace eee 606 82.5 75 
2 . - &  _ ares 50.5 412 728 51 
3 . j-_ i arr ee 493 402 93.2 63 
4 ee Te... s+ cacvseseeseves . 489 399 765 5.6 
5 Philco TY Playhouse (NBC) ............. - 393 320 71.0 2.5 
6 Suspense ‘CBS) eeeceeocoees - 3875 306 719 93 
7 Studio One ‘CBS) ........... cosecceeree 36.7 ay 63.1 46 
8 Godfrey & Friends (CBS) ......s.ese0++-4 352 387 63.7 82 
a Fun For All ‘NBC) ___....... cn eee, sonens 343 280 65.0 0.5 
10 Peres TEGO GG? .ncccccccccesccece GA 272 73.3 95 


for a pickup of Saturday | 
Latter deal, | 


during the last two years. His the- 
ory is that the colleges which have 
no video are actually worse off 
than those which now permit tele- 


lensing of football, since’ they 
don't have the fees paid by net- 
works and advertisers for the 


rights to games to offset their al- 
leged cut in receipts. Also up for 
argument is the contention that 
smaller schools are especially hurt 
if TV fans in the same area can 
watch one of the bigger games 


Since Bushnell has not vet re- 
vealed any of his figures. broad- 
casters still insist that video has 


actually aided and not hurt game 
attendance. They point to this 
year’s record take of some of the 
top teams in the country. such as 
Notre Dame, Michigan and South- 
ern California, all of whose games 
were televised. Notre Dame-North 
Carolina clash at Yankee Stadium, 
for example, drew a capacity crowd 
of 74,000, despite the game having 
been aired by DuMont. 


DRUGS’ $2,000,000 
DuMONT OUTLAY 


Drug Store Television Produe- 
tions, comprising 17 major drug 
chains throughout the country. has 
pacted for a new show on the Du- 


Mont web, which is tentatively 
scheduled to start Jan. 17 ‘Tues- 
day) in the 9 to 10 p. m. slot. Out- 


fit currently bankrolls DuMont's 
Saturday night “Cavalcade of 
Stars” and will spend more than 
$2,000,000 in time and talent costs 
on the two programs during 1950. 

Like “Cavalcade,” the new pro- 
gram will be a vaudeo presenta- 
tion, although the title. talent and 
specific format have not yet been 
determined. It is to be aired over 
12 DuMont interconnected stations 
and teletranscribed for subsequent 
transmission in six other cities. 
Each of the 17 drug chains wil! be 
identified by local cut-ins in the 
city in which it maintains stores, 
with Whelans getting the nod in 
New York. 

Agency on the account is Stan- 
ton B. Fisher, which was instru- 
mental in setting up the drug store 
productions outfit. DuMont staffer 
‘Frank Bunetta is expected to di- 
rect the new program. 


Gnagy’s TV Return 


Artist Jon Gnagy, who started 
his first television program in 
1946, was scheduled to return to 
the air last night (‘Tues.) via 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) in the 11 to 
11:15 p.m. slot. Show is sponsored 
by Doubleday & Co. on a 52-week 
contract through the Huber Hoge 
& Son ad agency. 

Titled “You Are An Artist,” the 
series is to be basically the same 
as Gnagy'’s earlier video efforts, 
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NBC Maps Whodunit Strategy 


Reacting quickly to criticism of 


unwarranted horror on tele who- 


dunits, NBC is considering a six-point plan: 
(1) Arranging immediately a meeting attended by agency execs 


handling the shows involved. 
Niles Trammell would preside. 


Probably NBC board chairman 


(2) Informing critical affiliates that the question of excessive 
gore is being dealt with and asking for a four- or six-month test 
period in which the web can prove its ability tc stay in the saddle. 

(3) Those outlets which are uneasy about scheduled showing-times 


(because of the time differential 


between east and midwest more 


children are awake when they are aired) would be aided “where 


absolutely essential” in arrangiag 


delayed airings. “Fireside The- 


atre” is on film and other shows in question are kinescoped. 


(4) Relationship of continuity 
directors may be reviewed, with 


acceptance department and TV 
the possibility that a continuity 


acceptance staffer will be assigned to see the first rehearsals of 


every scene involving violence. 


(5) Stations booking crime and mystery series would be given 
a thorough briefing on the whodunits before they accept them. 
Thus, as the ad agencies point out, if an outlet books a meller it 
must be prepared for a certain amount of realism. 

(6) Opinions of the trade on what is acceptable would be can- 
vassed, particularly soliciting comment on specific detail. Too often, 
it's pointed out, gripes are aimed at whodunits generally without 


citing chapter and verse. 


Before a code of some sort is adopted, it’s believed, qualitative 


analysis a la Schwerin and other 


studies will have to be made to 


determine generai audience reactions to realism in the TV who- 


_ oe 











NBC i in 1 Hush- Hush 
Of Rear-Screen 


New rear-screen projection sys-¢ 
tem, which can produce process 
shots for television comparing 
favorably with Hollywood tech- 
niques, has been developed by 
NBC-TV engineers. Web has tossed 
a strict hush-hush curtain around 
the technical workings of the sys- 
tem. It is to be used for the first 
time on a future production of 
“One Man's Family.’ 

Engineers surmounted numerous 
technical difficulties in getting the 
system into working order Be- 
cause of the relatively small con- 
fines of the TV studios, it was 
necessary to design a projector 
that could be moved in close to the 
screen and still be able to throw a 
picture large enough for live ac- 
tors to work in front of. In addi- 
tion. with video cameras scanning 
80 frames per second and films 
running at 24 per second, the en- 
gineers were forced to devise a 
projector that would drop six 
frames per second to eliminate 
flicker. Same proble™ had pre- 
vious!v been solved in TV's kine- 
scope recording process. 

New system can provide NBC 
with the same production advan- 
tages it has afforded Hollywood 
film producers. By utilizing stock 
library footage, the web will be 
abie to set up virtually any back- 
ground demanded by a script. 
Thus. if the action calls for a scene 
to take place before a medieval 
palace in Italy, instead of attempt- 
ing to build a replica of the pal- 
ace. the web will simply project a 
film of it onto the screen and have 
the aciors play before it. Illusion, 
as judged from a “sneak” showing 
of the system, is virtually pertect 
Cost-saving aspects, of course. are 
tremendous, especially in view of 
the current demands of the scenic 
designers’ guild for higher pa) 
scales 

CBS-TV has used a modified ver- 
sion of rear-screen projection for 
almost a vear but has, for the most 
part. confined its process to slides, 
rather than full-scale film 


KSD-TV, ST. LOUIS, NOW 
ON $1,500 WKLY. PROFIT 


Chicago, Dec 6 

KSD-TV, St. Louis, telecasting 
for three vears, has been operating 
at a $1,500 weekly profit since Oct 
1. according to David Pasternak. 
promotion manager for the station. 

Speaking before members of the 
Chicago Television Council Nov. 
20. Pasternak sald operating losses 
for the three years have amounted 
to $400.000. with the station shell- 
ing out an additional! $3. 50,000 for 
equipment. About 75° of the pro- 
gramming is network, the other 
25°> local. 

Averaging 49 hours of weekly 
telecasting, 70% of KSD-TV time 
is sponsored. St. Louis’ only TV 
station, KSD-TV reaches 75,000 








Development 
Projection System 





Peggy Wood 


discussing TV, wants to know 


How Do You Like It? 


* * * 


an amusing byline feature in the 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


| Big Indie Assn. 
For TV Producers 


Proposed merger of the eastern 
Independent Television Producers 
Assn. with the Television Produ- 
cers Assn. on the Coast is expected 
to provide considerable benefits 
for the Hollywood indies. By set 
ting up a closer liaison, it is be- 
lieved. the Coast producers could 
take advantage of many produc- 
tion techniques introduced in the 
east and thereby forward the prog 
ress of Hollywood as a TV pro 
gram origination centre 

First step towards the merger 
was taken in N. Y. last week via 
a meeting between Irvin Sulds, 


‘Continued on page 36) 


WOR Eyes N.Y. Radio 
Indies In Search For 
Likely New Tele Talent 


In a drive to get new ielevision 
talent. WOR-TV, N. Y., is gander 
ing the performers en AM stations 
which lack video adjuncts. The 
theory is that actors, disk jockeys, 
singers and comics on indies such 
as WNEW, WMGM and WMCA 
may prove good video bets. 

Julius F. Seebach, Jr.. veepee 
will also launch a weekly half-hour 
TV showcase next month. The pe- 
riod will be made available to 
agencies and package producers 
who wari ey out their wares on 
a one sheet basis = It’s an extension 
of the idea which has been used 
by other webs ‘such as DuMont's 
“Program Piayhouse’’), to get new 
shows inexpensively from produc 
ers who want audience reaction 
and a kinescope recording to ped 
die. 














- NBC AFFILIATES ARE SCARED | 





AURAL MANAGERS 


The whodunit situation in tele- 
| vision is reaching a serious im- 
passe. Viewers along the coaxial 
route, particularly in the midwest 
sections of the country, where the 
shows are seen an hour earlier 
than in the east, have been squawk 
ing to stations over the “too real- 
istic and gory” treatment of crime 
and dramatic stanzas. 


Walter Damm, general mana- 


iger of WTMJ, Milwaukee, one of 
ithe basic NBC affiliates, has al 
/ready moved into action and has 


registered a strong protest with 
the network. Damm, who for 
vears has been one of the key af- 
filiate operators and as such has 
played a dominant advisory role 
in shaping network policy as it 
affects affiliates, has thrown down 
the gauntiet. In effect, Damm has 
told the networks responsible for 
the WTMJ-TV shows to clean up 
the whodunits and adhere to codes 
oi restraint and decency, or the 
station will knock off the live 
shows. Otherwise, Damm has cau- 
tioned, the shows will be shunted 
back via a kinescope playback into 
a late night segment, where they'll 
be safe from kid viewing. Damm 
has already set a 10 p. m. local 
time (11 o’clock EST) “curtain 
time” for the showing of crime 
sagas. or dramatic stanzas that ac- 
cent the gun stuff. 


It's known that at least two 
other stations—in cities with only 
one TV outlet—have filed similar 
protests One of them KSD, St 
Louis 


NBC. in turn, has turned over 
the Damm protest to outside pro- 
ducers and agencies 

lronically enough, NBC is feel- 
ing the backwash of a situation 
originally inspired, it's reported 
by a CBS-TV show—*‘Suspense.” 
One particular “Suspense” episode, 
with all the harrowing details of a 
woman drinking blood. incensed 
viewers and culminated in station 
squawks 

NBC recognizes it’s got a toughie 
on its hands. On the one hand, it 
can't afford to antagonize impor 
tant affiliates But it recalls all 
too vividly what happened a cou- 
ple years back when it put a 9:30 
Pp. m. curtain on radic whodunits 
refusing to permit any on the web 
before that time. Result was that 
CBS maneuvered its 8 p. m. cross- 
the-board showcasing of crime 
shows, grabbed off the top audi- 
ences-——and the billings as well. 


So. Cal. Protest 
Washington, Dec 6 
Protests made by the South Cali- 
fornia Assn. for Better Radio and 
Television against crime programs 
on L. A. tele stations were for 
warded today ‘Tues.) to the FCC 
The association, in a survey of a 
week's stanzas, said it found 91 
murders, seven stage coach hold- 
ups. three kidnappings, 10 thefts 
‘Continued on page 36) 





Duontad Bells 


Baltimore, Dec. 6 

T.ocal laugh of the week in 
Baltimore was evoked by the 
inside story of what happened 
at WBAL-TV in connection 
with the Vice-President Bark 
lev nuptials. Station separated 
itself from some heavy coin 
to carry the event, and sold 
before and after spots to a 
local jeweler whose slogan is, 
Marriages are made in heavy 
en. but engagements are our 
biz.” Slick time salesmen had 
by passed the agency. but when 
the latter tumbled and ruled 
the spots were bad taste, the 
chent cancelled 

A frantic sales group taxied 
out of the station and while 
it was still supplicating the 
agency mogul to relent and 
help nullify the loss, the Veep 
was being wediocked. It was 
all over when the station bovs 
got back. Meanwhile, two 
panting prospective § angels 
who wanted the spots had 
been waiting, but took a pow 
der. 


WHODUNITS BILE ‘Authors League Council Huddles 


On Jurisdiction for TY Writers 





Mal Boyd 


gives his views on 
TV ’49ers—NY to LA 


ene of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 














Troubled Waters 


Poured on Esso 


Time for Esso to renew its op- 
tion on CBS-TV's “Tonight § on 
Broadway" passed last Saturday 
(3) with no action taken, but the 
oil firm may continue as bank 
roller. Esso, however, has cancelled 
its 7 to 7:30 Sunday night slot 
with CBS. so the program, which 
features pickups of legit plays di 
rectly from their theatres, may 
move to another time or another 
network 

“Broadway” is scheduled to wind 
its first 13-week cycle on CBS Dec 
29 and the web has not yet de 
cided on a replacement for the 
time period. Slot is generally con 
sidered one of the best on the ai 
so the web foresees little difficulty 
in filling it with a sponsor Also, 
to be opened up soon on CBS is 
the 9 to 9:30 p. m. slot on Wednes 
days, now occupied by the Bigelow 
sponsored Dunninger-Paul Win 
chell show That, too, has been 
cancelled, and CBS has not de 
cided on its replacement. 

With the expiration of the op- 
tion time on “Broadway,” producer 
Martin Gosch notified Esso the 
show would be available to other 
interested sponsors, but that he 
would continue to work with Esso 
on a week-to-week basis as long as 
possible. Oil outfit's ad budget for 

(Continued on page 36) 


Lights Out’ Now Target 
Of Balto Ecclesiastics As 
Neurotic, Unfit for Kids 


Baltimore. Dec 5 

Latest ecclesiastical blast against 
the picture tube branch of home 
entertainment in this area was di 
rected Friday at “Lights Out.” the 
NBC-TV series. Complaints were 
made about the Poe prose tale 
“Fall of the House of Usher 
which was tagged especially unfit 
for juveniles because of its neu 
rotic motif—the fear of fear in 
the mind of the lead ‘played by 
Helmut Dantine: and of the un 
natural psychology involved In 
the “Lights Out” version. brother 
and sister lived in in a gloomy 
castle and developed an alternat 
ing love and hate relationship, 
which wound up with the usual 
ghost walking by the Lady Made 
line. who had been entombed alive 
by the hateful-lovable relative and 
the inevitable holocaust 

The same publication that com- 
plained of night club dance pat 
terns in “Tonight on Broadway 
recently. and inspired organization 
of Catholic censor groups. is the 
Archdiocesan weekly. the Catholi 
Review, which speaks also tor the 
Washington Archdiocese The Re 
view'’s radio pillar is widely read 
because the secular newspapers 
mostly content themselves with 
polite comment or release rewrites 
Fans who want inside dope pounce 
on the Review's weekly comments 
which usually cover exclusive data 
and are forthright in anal) ses. 


Authors League of America 
fe will meet today (‘Wed.) 
with one of its key questions the 
issue of jurisdiction for television 
writers. Meanwhile, the AI.A’'s 
National Television Committee has 
sent to all League members a ques 
tionnaire on video rights they have 
leased and material scripted for the 
new medium 

Purpose of the survey is to learn 
how many League members, in the 
playwriting, screen, radio and pub- 
lishing flelds, are affected by TV. 
and how. Subcommittee gathering 
the data is chairmanned by Erik 
Barnouw. Another subcommittee, 
headed by Pete Lyons, is probing 
into staff employment conditions in 
tele. Information culled by these 
groups will be used by the NTC 
when it starts negotiations for free 
lance and staff scripters and sets 
policy on licensing material for 
teevee adaptations 

Jurisdictional problem arises 
from the fact that the Radio 
Writers Guild, one of the strongest 
and most aggressive guilds in the 
AL A, feels it is best able to handle 

TV organization. On the other 
hand, the Screen Writers Guild 
wants jurisdiction over films for 
tele, confident that in the future 
most of video will be from cellu 
loid. Other guilds, such as the 
Dramatists and Authors Guilds. be 
lieve that the question of licensin 
rights is paramount, that al 
League members are affected in 
this field, and that the DG and AG 
should have a voice in video policy. 

A new factor in the situation is 
the union of eastern documentary 
film writers, the Screen Writers 
Assn. This group was involved in 
the July compromise, at which the 
Television Writers Guild was tem 
porarily shelved and jurisdiction 
placed for the present with the 
NTC. Since then the SWA has not 

(Continued on page 36 


BUDDY ROGERS MULLS 
TV ‘MEET THE PEOPLE’ 


“Meet the People,” onetime legit 
revue which served as the launch- 
ing point for several current show 
biz personalities, may be converted 
into a television show to star Buddy 
Rogers. If the plan goes through, 
Rogers is also considering the pos- 
sibility of producing the show 
again on Broadway, incorporating 
the best of the material to be de- 
rived from the video program 

Mal Boyd, Rogers’ personal man- 


‘ager, is currently huddling with 


Jay Gorney, who wrote the music 
for the original show, about clear- 
ance of rights. Gorney owns the 
rights together with Henry Myers, 
who did the original's lyrics, and 
Edward Eliscu, who served as edi 
tor on the original production In 
addition, rights will have to be 
cleared with Metro, which controls 
them for TV until 1951. Rogers had 
appeared for several months in a 
Coast edition of “People” several 
years ago. 


Utica’s 3506 TV Station 


Utica, Dec. 2 

This city’s first and only teievi- 
sion station, WKTYV, made its bow 
on the airwaves at 5.30 Thursday 
‘l), and continued in operation 
until 11 p. m. This is to be the 
regular schedule 

Utica newspapers, The Observer 
Dispatch and The Press, plugged 
the inauguration with an 18-page 
section. The station is described 
as a $350,000 investment 


MINDY CARSON TO TV. TOO 


Singer Mindy Carson. who teed 
off a three-times weekly radio show 
on NBC last week. may make her 
television bov in a simulcast of 
that program. Radio show is cur- 
rently aired Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 10°45 to ll pm 

Starting date jor the video pick- 
up has not been set but the web 
thinks that getting her on bed 
radio and TV simultaneously might 
help lure a sponsor Singer is un- 
der exclusive contract to NBC for 
both AM and tele, 
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TELEVISION REVIEWS 
ARTHUR LESSER SHOW | HOLLYWOGD HOUSE 














ROLLEGE OF MUSICAL KNOWL- 
EDGE : 


With Kay Kyser, Honeydreamers, 
Michael Douglas, Sue Benneit, 
Liza Palmer, Ish Kabibble, Ben 


With John Beal, Mary Hatcher, With Dick Wesson, Jim Backus, 
Sara Berner, Billy Daniels, oth. Ukie Sherin, Gale Robbins, Page 
ers: Sylvan Levin orch | Cavanaugh Trio 

| Producer: Joe Bigelow 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 





roducer: Lesser | Seeeoeee o ¢++e- oeeee . 
Grauer, Carl Hoff orch, Roy K. Dissoter: Spencer Case Directer: George Cahan etm — owe - meee ees 
~~ _ 30 Mins.; Fri., 7:30 p.m. | Welter: Bigelow. Sherin | Lucky Strike’s irritation tech- Green stood out, with his takewfts 
rector: Ear Sustaining 4 | Fri., 8 p.m.; ns. ,on Jolson an urante. nother 
Writers: Bob Quigley, Larry Marks wor-TV, N. Y. Sustaining nique is ae _— a —< | good sequence was Neil Stanley's 
Choreographer: Fred Kelly Take CBS-TV’s “This Is Show KECA-TV (ABC), Hollywood | Mere: = Waser ay triple- |personation of Grouch Marx with | 
60 Mins.. Thurs. 9 p.m. Business” and Arthur Godfrey's; Joe Bigelow has put together a ~~ *" y , , ro | Berle chiming in with an impres- | 
ORD DEALERS pe — oot | repeated, triphammer intro is a4; H Gi M > 
Talent Scouts,” mix them well comedy show fhat has green prom- | : . | Sion of Harpo. r Manners 
BC-TV, from New York ; ; ; surefire trailer for Anacin. It un- ; 
; and shift them over to WOR’s new ise of developing into a regular doubtedly also chased plenty away mpression of Betty Hutton, Larry 
(J. Walter Thompson ) video operation and out comes the| series for the kine circuif back | from that TV screen Sunday night Best's carbon of Danny Kaye. and 
Kay Kyser’s longtime “Kollege Arthur Lesser Show. But this one east. There were rough edges on ‘that's putting three strikes — in Berle’s facsimile of Charlie Chap- 
of Musical Knowledge” radio Will require considerable work be- the takeoff but once these are spades— on any show with that lin all came off well. In between 
stanza has been adapted to the TV fore it can approach either of | bevelled off it should be clear sail- repetitious singsong which was these sequences, there was a 
those for entertainment quality. ing down ABC's channels. Bige has distinguished only by its irritating chorus of the title tune from 
medium as a Thursday night hour- While it apparently doesn’t carry had long experience with the funny j,onotony —s Berle’s film, which served pri- 
Jong showcase under Ford Dealers too heavy a talent and production fellows on radio and this saVVY sit iene marily as a device to give the per- 
bankroller auspices. The transition. pudget, it is one of WOR-TV's more! should assert itself in the new Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the formers time to get set. Plugs for 
at least on basis of last week's (1) ambitious undertakings and could’ medium Town” (CBS ath _. _., Berle were purely coincidental. 
remiere presentation, didn't par- . : ge eo eam ; own” (CBS) ran off at a slow pace ce la 
Pp —~ i. catch on, given sufficient polish ro carry the comedy load he has sunday (4) evening due mostly to 
me Ay 7 ae ‘the @ “ Lesser, legit producer and spon- a pair of ee Spm oo novel acts that were on too long, , Paul Whiteman’s innate sense of 
10 p.m. segment on the NBC-TV %° of the current Ballets de Paris Backus of the ilocycles anc ick and wore out their welcome. The Showmanship is probably the dis- . 
facilities, it's stacked up against *! the Winter Garden, N. Y., brain- Wesson of the piteries. Their mad | one exception was the Salici Pup- | tinguishing feature on his Sunday 
the Ed Wynn eomauniiten on CRS. Childed the show, which presents antics In a hotel lobby, which is the | pest, which had no trouble in run-| night session over ABC The vet 
And in contrast to the Wynn pro- YOUn& talent brought before the setting for the series, kept the ning away with the entire show. bandleader’s good taste and touch 
gram, Kyser's quiz-slanted musical ©2'¢T#s by show biz personalities. laughs mounting from the _84Y This act, tremendously effective Of authority helps put this variety 
melange is unimaginative, routine Their performances are supposedly script of Bigelow and ‘Ukie” | because of the close attention to layout in a superior category) rhe 
fare with the old-hat overtones of ‘© Serve a8 showcase presentations Sherin, the latter also cut in for the minutest detail, came alive un- only shortcoming is perhaps an oc- 
the radio format even more notice- fF interested talent and booking a comedy bit. At times Backus der the lens treatment it got. Par- casional comedic touch. which 
ably accentuated in its visual 48emts. Preem had Marilyn Jack-' lapsed into his Updike character, ticularly the concert-pianist bit, in| could impart a greater degree of 
adaptation. son, a so-so singer, introduced by always surefire in radio, and Wes-| which the movement of the doll's sock. ; 
('nfortunately, Kyser has settled coon Sask; Rasy Dew. & -— come- son played the bellhop with all the hand and arms were just about| Sunday's session (4) was high- | 
for a TV pickup of the old AM dian, s nsored by Mary Hatcher, laugh stops out. perfectly synchronized with, or lighted by a scene from “Love or 
stanza without achieving the neces- and Johnny Conrad. & fine dancer, Show departed from comedy just vice versa, the musician playing Money” with June Lockhart and 
sary creative embellishments to introed by radio actress Sara Ber-| jong enough for Gale Robbins to accompanying piane It created John Loder. The essential light- 
entice viewers. As a musical pot- — , : warble a tune and the Page an unusual! illusion furthered by ness of the scene suited the mood 
pourri, it's the type of show that Lesser, as emcee, interviewed Cavanaugh Trio to wham over one the closeup lens shooting An- of the show, but at the same time 
might have gotten by 18 months each of the visiting celebs, tossing of their novel arrangements. It's other highlight was the cigaret diminished the impact that both 
ago when video was going through ' enough plugs for the shows in a device borrowed frem radio to puffing puppet. these performers might otherwise 
the initial groping stages, but with which each is currently appearing give the comics a breather but it Sullivan had Allyn McLerie and have made. 
TV's more exacting programming ‘° make that seem the payoff for was fitted into a format that al- husband, Adolph Green, writer The magnum opus of this pro- 
standards, the pedestrian quality is their doing the video program. lows for such musical interludes. on an original melody called ‘“In- gram was the waltz scene choreo- 
al! too obvious today Since the show is supposed to If this type of guesting can be spiration,” which lyrically and mu- graphed with a wide sweep of mo- 
J. Walter Thompson, with a fat showcase the new talent, however, maintained the show should build sically told of the manner in tion by Valerie Bettis. Terps had 
chank of billings at stake, has as- | ‘* might be more in order for Les- a good audience and perhaps smoke which various inventors. com- picturesque movement. listenable 
signed a formidable crew of staff- 5¢™ to interview them. That would up some sponsor interest. _ __| posers, etc.. may have gotten in- music and excellent dance values 
ers to the show, including Ear! Ebi at least make the program run With the home lookers it will spiration for their work from brought out by Dorothy Ethredge 
on the directorial end: writers longer On the initialer, Lesser catch on, comedy being what it is wives. It was well done, but over- Georgiana Bannister provided the 
Bob Wrigley and Larry Marks, and 44 to pad by having Billy Daniels, around these parts, but its salva- long. vocal backgrounding. ’ 
Fred Kelly handling the choreo- Pe?™anent singer on the show. do | tion lies in the reception back east.| Sarah Vaughn, now at the Para- In the song departments. Eu- 
graphy. As a concession to “visual” a repeat chorus of his tune of the It’s too costly for spots and par- mount, New York, was another genie Baird sold New York Blues 
production, Kyser and boys frolic week’ — = this case, Bye, Bye, ticipations. and that’s about all name _ act Songstress handled in a picturesque setting. and 13- ) 
wround in cap and gowns. To pic- Baby from the Gentlemen Pre- they're buying out here. The kine herself admirably in churning up year-old Junie Keegan gave an ap- 
torialize the quiz sequences, such ‘©! Blondes” score. will have to sell it, if not ABC will two tunes and looked well doing it. pealing rendition of “All Aboard 
talented performers as Michael Show had few production values. have to tote the tab. For how long An excellent novelty act, Johnny for Blanket Bay Latter item 
Douglas, Sue Bennett. Liza Palmer, Lesser and his guests talked be- would become the net's problem. Lander, featured his balancing on could have been over-syrupy but 
and Honeydreamers quintet cavort bind a small table, while the new Helm. a tall ladder throughout the turn, fortunately wasn't 
in front of the orch, led by Carl talent performed directly in front nenrenmmane playing violin, maracas, etc. Ray —_—- 
Hoff, with a supplementary angle of the orch. Lesser demonstrated QOUR GAL TONI Bloch's music was unusually loud Richard Kollmar’s “Second 
of three bearded jurors designat- an oke personality, although too With Toni Gilman, Charlie Flynn through most of the show. Chance Club” appears to be one of 
ing the winners among the partici- often the lenses caught him taking Producer-director: Anthony Rizzo - - the few WOR programs that shows 
pants, the trio also doubling into cues from the stage manager. 60 Mins.; Fri.. 9 p.m. Dave Garroway'’s Chicago-origi- come indication of being worthy 
an acro bit. The inevitable Ish Orch, conducted by WOR'’s Sylvan PARTICIPATING nated video program ‘NBC), per-' of a permanent network slot. It's 
Kabibble is in and out for some Levin, backed the acts well. Stal. WENR-TV. Chicago haps the most imaginative show eccentially a variety pattern. but 
facial grimacing and a comedic —_ meena An interview show that could on the air at the moment. showed jnctead of having an act lineup. 
assist, and Ben Grauer, designated | _ _—— easily drag into oblivion in an what can be done. tele-wise, with this display has a succession of 
as the “Dean of Public Speaking.” KORNY KLOWNS hour's time, “Our Gal Toni” is kept | a pop song on his Sunday ‘4) eve- crite The sketches are enactments 
practically stooges four Kyser in a With Dave Pritchard, Waliy Mach- moving by the lively manner of ning show He fitted pop tunes to of letters purportedly sent in by 
classic example of miscasting lan, Eddie Wickner, Stanley fast-thinking Toni Gilman. Dur- action as the opening and closing listeners asking Kollmar what he 
Kyser himself is in there pitch- Wolonick ing interviews with such people as numbers and the two routines weuld have done in the situation 
ing from opening to close, trying Director: Barry McKinley opera star Richard Bonelli, alone. without the smart produc- represented. Maybe the show isn't 
valiantly to give the whole thing 15 Mins.; Mon., 7:15 p.m. Raphael Kubelik, symphony con- tion work intervening, made the pulling in sufficient mail or the 
» bounce. but he’s bogged down by HOMER BROS. FURNITURE CO. | dictor. or 13-year-old Dennis Al- show a standout in the series letters sent in do not suggest sit- 
some uninspiring scripting and the WGN-TV, Chicago wood, ventriloquist, Miss Gilman l sing “Lovely Bunch of Cocoa- uations worth dramatizing. since 
buoyancy begins to pall after a (Robert Kahn) carries on, and, while stumbling, Duts” as the debut tune, Garro-| Ko})mar seems to be reading letters 
while. For people who enjoy Spike ever falters. If guests become | way and his producers built an at- from what looks like the same bit 
The Ford commercials get a two- Jones, “Korny Klowns” does a fair tongue-tied or taciturn she always ag ae a and routine around of stationery. 
way spread, one a filmed sequence job of meeting that standard. has some quip on hand to respark _ | _ Ri it over with @| There were some good enact- 
with a college background (Prince- " Led by Dave Pritchard, the ‘he conversation. led” ut, the “atent idea cou- ments on Thursday's (1) show. no- N 
ton campus was used for the teeoff), “Klowns” run through some enter- _,!formal format allows scenes to pled to the pop, “Slippin’ Around” tably that between writer-director 
and Roy K. Marshall. who has his taining. but corny. comedy situa- C@nge from coffee table, to couch, was the clincher. It pictured three Ernie Glucksman and Bill Meigs. 
own science show on NBC-TV. giv- tions, intermittently throwing on ‘° blackboard, to piano. so camera teams of his actors meeling Darny Dayton’s portrayal of a 
ing a scientific evaluation and ex- and off mop wigs. false mustaches doesn't bog down. Miss Gilman clandestinely and at momentary jerror-stricken jewelry salesman , 
lanation of the Ford mechanism. and screwy hats. The music. which includes the crew, directors, and intervals before an apartment ceemed too phoney. All the skits 


ut the latter bit lacks the fasci- 
nating simplicity of his own show. 


is good, doesn't distract from the program which gives viewers feel- 


offstage personnel as part of the’ 


house setting. each handling parts 


of the lyric. As the bit progressed, 


seemed to be based on tailor-made 
situations for vauderies. In fact the 


Rose. — ape ee Ad pA Bons ing they are part of show too. Part the pairings were interrupted contribution by Bernie West and 
| rather than peo show ta good TV played by Charlie Flynn, male m.c.,| sneaking off separately, then get- Mickey Ross could easily be part 


MEETIN’ TIME AT MOORE'S 


compliments Miss Gilman, Flynn 


Commercials, which are on film peing affable himself. 


ting together again. 
ters went 


As charac- 


in and out of windows 


of their vaude and cafe catalog. 





i Sally Flowers, Billy Scott; and slides, are interesting since Commercials, regular film par- and doors. the thing built up to the , , 
bas lb announcer they depict inside story of the ticipation spots, are interjected at point where different males were _ Currently the costliest of = 
Producer: Walter Jacobs sponsor's manufacturing plant. The odd times. which adds to informal lyrically “romancing” different Saturday night TV —s s. ‘ ac ; 
3@ Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:30 p. m. films are short, and balance nicely theme. Miss Gilman and Flynn gals each time in a welter of Carters hour-long Cava cade S 
MOORE'S STORES, INC. with the rest of the program. team up on live presentations as planned confusion. The thing ap- Stars” may not keep a cont 
WLW-C, Columbus Opening and closing the presenta- contrast to those on film. Per- proached a satire and became {tom going out, but for the stay- 


Sallv Flowers, a hillbilly singer 
over WBNS for nearly 15 years. 
startled the trade in Columbus this 


tion with the Klowns singing the mitting guests to perform occasion- 
commercials make the viewers ally is good idea. providing addi- 
more attentive towards the spon- tional interest. and relieving focus 
sor’s product. on two central characters. 





highly amusing and entertaining 


Milton Berle delivered another 
Satisfactory session with a batch of 


at homers it’s an entertaining dish. 
As indicated by this weeks (3) 
program, Carter is offering a well 
balanced vaudeo show. Though 
broadcast travels at 


fall when she severed relations Given greater space before the Hado. good talent combining efforts to "°t yockful, cade aanmeal 
with that outfit just as she was C@meras. the “Korny Klowns” on —_ keep the show on its previous high @ pleasant pace. is ommte y —_ : 
being prepared for WBNS-TV pres- might show more pep. As they're BREAD TIME STORIES levels. It's becoming increasingly by Carter and features some oka) \ 
entation She went to WLW-C_ Placed now, surrounded by instru- With Ralph Kanna apparent. however. that Berle is #¢'S. _, ‘ — 
where William Moore, owner of ; ments and props, they seem ham- Director: Arnold Wilkes sticking close to a formula which ,, Show's opening spot . Ve with } 
100 stores in Ohio and three sur-  Pered in their actions. Hado. 15 Mins.; Mon.-to-Fri., 5:15 p. m. starts out with an acro or novelty the tap team of Lewis & J an - 
rounding states, bought 15 minutes —— FREIHOFER BAKING CO. act, followed by a interview with the camera doing a good ov © 
daily for her, starting Oct. 3. With- wa» é WRGB-TV. Schenectady a name, followed by a femme sing- P/@ying up their fancy stepping. 
in six weeks the volume of mail ©Y DETECTIVE (‘Goldman & Walter) *— er, whé introes the first production ! the vocal department bot Me 
requesting more of her was so im- Director: Carl Degen Moderately cneenaine stories- number. In this instance. the Merrill and Carl Ravazza ewes 
pressive that Moore upped the Producer: Vance Hallack with-sketches program for small Piero Bros. (2) gave the layout a ‘© 800d advantage. Miss Merri | 
show to half an hour. 30 a Fri., 9:30 p.m. children features Ralph Kanna, hot sendoff and Edward Everett With her warbling of “Sing You 
Miss Flowers is now dishing out — -. ng Washi WROW miker and new partner in| Horton provided an easy going dis- Sinners” and “How Did He Look ' 
Ser untae been of cam. Gite “TV Det ashington an Albany advertising agency. cussion with Berle. Mary Smal) #24 Ravazza with his oes s 
ains a : tremendous response in binati tr: d is # neat com, From the title through video back- delivered “Tenement Symphony” 2 novelty number and “There's _ 
Rese poste belese @ ctalie endl. snation of a wre a io on aud ground and into name of principal | and Berle, Horton and others re- T™Morrow. Comedy slot was 
ence eM hich she freely pulls into participation | a tilizing the animal character, sponsor identifi- turned in drag with comedy terps ©@Pably handled by Vera Vague | 
> nb tie taeeiaien’ Gaaeeee | aa - tec ~~ this show | cation is all-pervasive. However, to “Irish Washerwoman.” Miss Helene & Howard zany _ ball- 
from the audience, makes fun of sy f € pickup, tense. in the on third, and best, telecast viewed, Small picked the wrong tune for "omology also registered 
ia Gain ae tak of le, Gal ae guise 0 : — detective, at the signs of a letup appeared. Even | this part of the show, and camera- Program closed with a capsule 
a ee timate hn — o A e fag my to pick Up kids at studio are incorporated; wise her blondined personality version of the Milton Berle and 
ene she knows relevant clues In the reenactment they munch handouts, while ca- | didn't come off too well, Ed Wynn tele shows. Carter im- 


Billy Scott, young folk singer. 
is her straight man. although his 
abilities are definitely limited to 
looking gawky and grinning fool- 
ishiy most of the time. 


of crime yarns. The plot unfolds| meras follow. 
like a straight meller right up to Kanna. veteran at one time as- 


the solution of the mysteries when | sociated with WOKO. Albany. and 
the action is stopped to permit jater with Hartford — , 


three guest sleuths to crack the played unexpected sketching tal- 


stations, dis- | 


In the second half. the Mazzone 
Abbott dancers got things going in 
a high vein with their Apache 
dance with Berle adding a further 
bit of comedics. Phil Regan. as is 


personated both comedians and got 
off some funny bits. Pau’ Winchell 
and Jerry Mahoney were briefly 
spotted for good results. Piugs for 
Whelan Drug stores and products 





The show case. ent. As he weaves simple yarns, | usual, got off on the ri i were fr but inoffensive. 
s ; ’ : ) - ~_ ‘ } S, : ight sid ) equent u inoffen: 
is Miss Flowers’ and she gives On the preem (2). the drama was he draws pictures. Chief char. the audience mmnediiniabe a since they served mostly as a break 
every indication of running it with cleverly constructed around a mur- acter is a rabbit named “Freddy warmed up the crowd to the extent @tween the acts. 
») an iron hand. der in which four suspects were Frejhofer”: another is “ ueeky,” that he converted his turn into a aves 
P J has no particular formula, a pone Bie, RD a mouse. Mr. Cat and Mr. Bear | community sing. Presentation of excerpts from 
xcept to chatter . . s are am ’ : L p~ ; , ant 
atter at great rate, im ti: ales Gan euminel ong others. Third shot, The proceedings wound up with the legiter, “Texas, Li'l Darlin. 


liberally sprinkling her talk with 
her favorite catch-phrases. She 
solos a song with enthusiasm and 
sually takes the play away from 
tt in duets, Dean. 


had the most narration, the most 
sketching and the most interest. 
Studio youngsters watched with ab- 
sorption. | reacted spontane 
ously and audibly. Jaco. 


alert viewers were given enough 
evidence to name the culprit. The 
clues pointed to a left-handed 


i (Centinued on page 39) 


an entertaining plug for the Berle 
picture, “Always Leave Them 
Laughing.” in which a variety of 
performers impersonated some of 
the showbusiness greats. Jackie’ 


on “Tonight on Broadway” ‘CBS- 
TV) Sunday night (4), made this 
one of the best airers in this series 
to date. A good, old-fashioned 


(Continued on page 36) 
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NEW YORK 135% more 


PHILADELPHIA 191% more 


- 





LOS ANGELES 55% more 


CHICAGO 110% more 


that happstc wha visi bald light mayer market © 


more 





WASHINGTON 30% 


CLEVELAND 131% more 


To say that television is growing would be bro- 
midic. To say that in eight major markets televi- 
sion’s audience has passed that of the nation’s largest 
circulated magazine would be specific. Such is the 
case. 

Not only has television's circulation and audience 
in these eight markets surpassed the top national 
magazine, an advertiser actually reaches more peo- 
ple with the average evening television program ® 
than through the average black and white full page 


advertisement in this magazine, 


« 





Now you can demonstrate your product in your 
prospects homes with a medium that is human... 
alive... convincing. And best of all you can reach 
more people in the nation’s mayor markets than your 
national magazine advertisements can reach. Like 
most advertisers, when you buy television in the 
eight markets listed below, youll probably seiect 
the leading station—a station represented nationally 
by NBC SPOT SALFS. 


* Lhe average evening television program on a station represented 
by NAC Spot Sales. 





Netion's Largest Magazine Area's Leading Television Stetion 
Metropoliton Area an Noters per ov. block & Ne. bf TV sets Viewers per av. 
white | poge od evening program 
Sources: Magazine ciren- 
: lation — Latest published 
New York 504,713 304,039 875,000 714,866 matket breakdown of cit 
Chicoge 164 986 99,388 254,000 207,515 culation of the magazine. 
Los Angeles 219,551 132,257 251,000 205,064 Noters a ay — 
on request. No. of 
Philodelphia 133,202 80,240 285,000 232,842 og 
Boston 166.64) 100,385 177,026 144,628 Dept. Official estimates 
Clevelond 60,279 36,312 102,000 83,333 (Nov. 1. 1949). Viewers 
wi ave rage evening pro- 
Washington 72,485 43,664 69,600 56,864 aah ( E eupes 
Echenectody 278,019 16,880 38,000 31,046 (Sept. 1949). 

















SPOT SALES 


Representing Television Stotions: WNEBT, New York « WNBQ, Chicogo + KNBH, Hollywood « WPT7, 
Philodeiphio - WBZ-TV, Boston + WNBK, Clevelond «+ WNBW, Woshington + WRGB, Schenectody 


BOSTON 45% more 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 


Radio actress Sara Berner, heard 
on such shows as Jack Benny and 
Jimmy Durante, guesting on CBS- 
TV's “Toast of the Town” Sunday 
night (11) . Charles Speer, co- 
writer of DuMont’s “Hands of 
Murder,” lectured the Univ. of 
Pennsylvania's TV writing and 
production class yesterday (‘Tues.) 
in Philadelphia N. Y. World- 
Telegram radio-TV editor Harriet 
Van Horne and actress Hope Miller 


guest Sunday (11), together with 
radio emcee Art Linkletter, on 
NBC-TV's “Leave It to the Girls” 


Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co 
signed to sponsor DuMont’s pickup 
of the bowling championships from 
Chicago tomorrow (Thurs.) and 
Sunday (11) Nat B. Eisenberg re- 
xlaced Roger Bauer as director of 

OR-TV's “Get Together with 
Gambling” DuMont's “Easy 
Aces” slated for launching next 
Wednesday (14) in the 7:45 to 8 
p.m. slot. Frederick W. Ziv film 

ackage will be bankrolled over 

’ABD by Hudson Dealers Silent 
film star Constance Talmadge 
makes her TV debut Friday (9) as 


eo on Dennis James’ “Okay 
Mother’ show via DuMont N.Y. 
Television Dealers Assn. estab- 


lished as a service organization for 
its members, providing a clearing 
house for surplus merchandise and 
a group buying plan Paul S. Elli- 

‘ " chairman af the Acen 


ean aArmar 


| of National 


sales vee of Archer Productions, 
commercial films and TV producers 


Advertisers, named) 


Maurice C. Dreicer doing a se-| 


ries of TV films on his forthcoming 
book, “How to Be a Gourmet.” 
Pix are be lensed in St. Louis 


by Premier-Hardcastle Television 
Enterprises... Chesebrough’s 
“Greatest Fights of Century” 


scheduled to add WSB-TV, Atlanta, 


to its list of stations starting in 
January Glenda Farrell mulling 
a weekly half-hour TV package 


titled “Angel of Hell's Kitchen” 
Richard Golden, formerly with the 
Schwerin Research outfit, signed 
by Lester Lewis Associates to script 
‘Eloise Salutes the Stars” on Du- 
Mont. Lewis also signed Florence 
Roman, formerly with ABC-TV, as 
production assistant and named 
Marie Stroud as casting director. 
She replaces Robert Quarry, who 
resigned to join the Katharine Hep- 
burn company of “As You Like It.” 
Dec. 20 issue of Look to carry 
three-page piece on NBC-TV’s 
“Howdy Doody”... John Tillman, 
WPIX chief announcer, lecturing 
today (Wed.) at NYU on video 
production Actress Ethel 
Everett to make her third appear- 
ance on CBS-TV’'s “Studio One” 
Monday (12). She does CBS-TV’s 
“Big Story” Cec. 23... ABC-TV’s 
“Crusade in Europe” co-op has 
been bought by Detroit Edison on 
WXYZ-TV and by Stromberg- 
Carison aver WHAM-TY. Roches- 


ter... WOR-TV will air as ial | 
program Friday (9) from a charity | 
ward in Bellevue Hospital for its 


Inside Television 


fifth annual children’s fund drive. 

j People who live outside the range of television transmitters dwell 
H ollywood | within an “ion curtain,” according to a kidding editorial in the Adiron. 
| dack Daily Enterprise, published at Saranac Lake, N. Y. “So the 
Red Nichols and his combo will Constitution guarantees all of us equal rights, but do we get them up 
start a 15-minute once weekly lay-| here in the Adirondacks?” the editorial asks. “We, along with other 
out on KTTV on Dec. 13. Pro- | parts of the U.S.A., do not. While half of America has life, liberty and 

gram replaces “The Annette War-. the enjoyment of Milton Berle on television, we have no Berle.” 

; Titled “Collect | _ For those Adirondacks residents who want TV, the editorial advises 
ren’ show. e 0 ors | they move down to White Plains or Yonkers. It warns them, however 
Items,” layout will feature Nichols | that “a singing commercial looks even worse than it sounds, and that 
who will go into the history of old | the television comedians have already run so far out of fresh jokes 
jazz classics and then turn 2. _ that Milton Berle is already reduced to stealing from himself.” In 
come tes a xR - fact, it continues, if present TV programming continues, the migration 
} se _"9 vba oy t $75 000 Tele- south “may meet an oncoming surge from downstate as tired people, 

erry Fawvenss Sylow: | weary of a living-room full of neighbors every night and a swelling bil} 


vendor will film “mail order” com- > nee euae = : . . 
mercials for television giving video for beer every month race to escape television and to settle behind the 





viewers a Sears, Roebuck catalog- Jon Curtain Some day our proudest boast up here may be: ‘Tele. 
type blurb. Fairbanks said new, V'S!0M cannot be received’, 

firm has no connection with his a. tins emge~eNs 

Jerry Fairbanks Productions .. . N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, continuing its emphasis on public service 


programming. has bombarded viewers during the last week with in- 
formation on New York City’s critical water shortage. TelePIX news. 
reel carried three different pictures on conditions of the city’s reser. 
voirs, as well as an interview with Stephen J. Carney, Commissioner 
of Gas, Electricity and Water. Carney also guested Saturday night 
(3) on John Crosson’s “City Hall” show on WPIX. 

Station on Friday (2) started airing of a twice-daily film spot urging 
viewers to conserve water. Spot will continue until the crisis has been 
passed. NBC's WNBC and WNBT are including the phrase, “Save 
Water,” on all station breaks. 


Spade Cooley has been reoptioned 
for 13 weeks by Central Chevro- 
let. Program is beamed by KTLA 
.. . Carroll Righter starts a once 
weekly series of 15 on KLAC-TV 
tomorrow (7) First “Dick 
Tracy” telefilm, being written and 
produced by P. K. Palmer, wound 
shooting Saturday (3). Film was 
made for ABC-TV audition pur- 
poses. Web will buy the series if 
it can find a sponsor for it. Richard 
Byrd, Chili Williams, Dorothy 
Ford, George Offerman, Ben Wel- 


Frank Folsom. new RCA prexy, is given a warm profile in the Novem- 
ber issue of Nation's Business. Mag says that “Folsom is acknowledged 


don. Lee Patrick, Joe Devlin and 4% the man who sold the United States on television. He did it so 
Paul Newlan comprise the cast. effectively that most sets are being bought by low- and middle-income 
Terry Morse directed. Pic was Sroups, “once regarded as outside the market.” Article recalls that in 


Folsom invited 100 of his actual and potential competitors 


rolled at Filmtore’s Darmour stu- March, 1947 

dios .. . “Ranch Roundup,” head- to a meeting in Philadelphia, where he showed them the blueprint 
lining T. Texas Tyler and Ann for RCA’s production and promotion plans and then took them ona 
Jones. debuts on KTTV today (6) tour of his company’s Camden TV plant so they could see how things 





























were done. 





| Further uses of television as a sales medium are expected to result 
| from the tie-in between major book publishers and the “Author Meets 
| the Critics” show on ABC-TV. First presentation of annual “AMC” 
| literary awards are to be made on the show tonight (Wed.). based 
| on polls of critics throughout the country for the best fiction and non- 























° * | fiction. Book pubs who have published works of the winners are pre- 
paring special promotion material based on the awards and will thus 
| take advantage of the extra publicity to be gleaned from TV 
| Martin Stone agency. which packages “Author.” is building the 
awards as an annual prestige event for the show on the assumption 
| they can lend added impetus to forum-type programs. Nominating com- 
mittee includes program moderator John K. M. McCaffery, Joseph 
Henry Jackson, Fanny Butcher, Edward Weeks and Lewis Gannett 
New Stages, professional off-Broadway group, is currently lining 
up a series of television program ideas for submission to networks and 
ad agencies. Plan is to specialize in inexpensive packages, with the 
| actors doing as much ad lib dialog as possible to cut down on cosily 
rehearsal time 
| Group had been working with West Hooker TV Features on & pro- 
| posed “Peace of Mind” series but severed that association through 
| inability to come to terms with Hooker. 
j * ——EEE - 
‘Cisco Kid’s’ Bakery Dough Three More TV Shows In 
| Interstate Bakeries have signed ° h f W d B : 
; to sponsor the upcoming series of | t or en y arr 
‘¢ i. - i films in &@ Three video shows are in pros- 
jmumber 0 T markets on the pect for Wendy Barrie on ABC. 
‘Coast and in the midwest. Weber's Aside from her current program, 
Bread. an Interstate | subsidiary, ABC is prepping an audience-par- 
—_— bankrolls the Kid" show on ticipation show. “Forfeits.” slated 
radio. Agency on the account is to start sometime after the new 
| Dan B. Miner _ | year, and she's also siated for an 
Pix are being produced by Ziv afternoon chitchat session. There's 
TV Productions in association with a possibility that the latter may 
Philip N. Krasne. who turns out emanate from her home, but it's 
Kid” westerns for L nited Artists not definite as yet 
a on ee r hey are to be Current Wendy Barrie show will 
. o-, ré evening starti dec. 23 
for 52 a year for the next 10 years. . aon L ae. =. 
_ Tele Authority Huddles | Wants To Keep Man 
Small wonder so many new products and adver- n ace . . 
tising campaigns are launched over WLW. For F f Wid . 
its over-all performance is remarkable. . 0 ; ening F rom Going 

In four weeks, The Nation's Station reached Rif Am P f 
FOUR-FTIFTHS—80.7% -— of all the 3,644,800 | I t ong er ormers Berserk 
radio homes within the WLW Merchandise-Able Faced with a widening rift in 
Area between 6 a.m. and midnight.* That's cov- performers’ ranks. the  newly- Ss here — ' 
erage! iosmed Soleviel ) Somewhere .. . there is a ra- 

— elevision Authority is | dio or television executive .. . 
, Of all listening omens all radio homes between holding the first meeting of its ex- 

a.m. and midnight during an average week, ecutive board at tl ato wl rg is director so 
WLW received six times MORE listening than N. Y.. todav (Wed) a Astor. much ——- cody nyt 
the average of the nine major competitors.* That's frst sie a the hi : : } 0 
penetration! St ste ia In organizing live tal- thing to keep him from blowing 

ent in video Set , his top or going berserk 

Of the 258 stations heard In WLW-land. The member guilds of rl ™ alt the , . 

Nation's Station received ONE-SIXTH—16.6% — Actors and ' — 2 ssociated That's where I come in 1 
of all listening to all stations.* That's dominance! ctors and Artistes of America. J none 

And wh , excepting the Screen Actors Guild, ™ 

nd when you put teh netration and the TA machinery is starting to op- : 
dominance together... THAT'S IMPACT! . - : = tO OF IT want a job where ms 
erate exacily on the scheduie blue- experience and love of radio 
i you are planning to launch a new product or advertis- printed almost two months ago ; o p . ; ‘ 
ing campaign, tall de oer fi 1 with The Nation's Station initisl problem fact I . and television and mania fot 
Write or call any of the following WLW Sales Offices: board ill } acing the rA details would relieve a busy di- 

140 West 9th $:., Crncinnan 3, Obie the j é' isd ae the Ironing out of rector for more important 

$60 N. Michigan, Chicago 1, lil the BAG ictional controversy with | things. 

630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. e SAG. wu hich is blocking the 

638! Hollywood Bird, Hollywood 28, Calif. = outfit s congrol over films for Even though 1 have learned 
*Nielson Radio Index, February-March, 1949 | Video rA leaders have been try- to listen well ‘ [ have ideas 

- ing to reach a compromise settle- galore which I can give m) 
ment with SAG chiefs in order | bosses at the drop of a problem 
| to avoid the likelihood of a juris- ; 
| dictional war in performers’ aie T am positive that in addition 
when you want 'SAG has rejected previous over- to working like a trojan 
tures made by the eastern talent seme of my ideas based on m) 
; . om ‘ : "iences j "3 i fatrons 
impact you want guilds; but the TA board is ex. | Sdvertising agencies. the. the- 
, pected to mi s : bi . — 
to restore mone still another bid atre, and network radio and 
EROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION lon 9 initial stages it's expected ass ay ate oe 
. + that TA will confine its organiza- ——— - 


tional activities to the live TV 
field where SAG does not contest 

| its authority. SAG. on its side, is 

starting to ink pacts with vidpix 
pecasees to sew up that TV sec- 
or. 


My name 


is. .EVELYN ELIASON 


My Address is: 46 E. 50 St., N.Y. 
My Phone is... Plaza 9-6788 
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w will z ours. It’s our sponsors’, and they find it enormously sales-productive. 
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musical such as “Texas” 
itself to this sort of tele 
proved excellent 
Half-hour program 


tuneful 
lends 
show. and it 
entertainment 


had a smooth flow. rather than 
being jerky or truncated. thanks 
to a good adaptation by Robert 


Sy!vester. Excerpts shrewdly pick- 
ed the musical and comedic high- 


lights. with Kenny Delmar and 
Loring Smith socking over thet 
*Politics’” duet. and Danny Scholl 


and Mary Hatcher scoring in the 
lavish production number, “Bye and 
Bve Fave Emerson. as commen 
tator lent a good deai of charm 
and beauty to the proceedings, to 
give it tone. Two commercials for 
Crosley at the beginning. and two 
more at the end. weré laying it 
on a little thick, howeve 


Luise Rainer, making her bow in 
British video, brought rare charm 
o the starring role of “By Candle- 

ht” first aired Sunday ‘27! and 

peated last Thursday ‘1 It is 
tt'mated the show attracted an 
" audience of almost 1.000.000 
ewers on its initial presentation 
is lighthearted frolic of a lady's 
maid who poses as a countess to 
a valet. who leads her to believe 
that he is a baron, is an ideal TV 
subject, and deft production and 
accomplished all-round = acting 
made it a scintillating 90-minutes 
o! entertainment. Casting of Miss 





Roiner for this role was a natural 
t . z + 
you can 


do it better 
with the | 
revolutionary 
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Tele Follow-Ups 


—— (Continued from page 32 


and she was every bit at home in 
the elaborate and authentic Vi- 
enese settings. Other top roles 
were flawlessly played by Robert 
Flemyng and Clive Morton. 
NBC-TV's “Philco Television 
Playhouse” attempted a moody dra- 
matic piece based on F. L. Green's 
“Mist on the Waters’ Sunday (4 
It was a novel that called for mas 





terful direction—the kind that 
John Ford gave the film classi 
“The Informer.” Lacking such 


characte 
atmosphere and 


careful delineation of 
slaw bhuilding of 
suspense, and othe narrative 
values, it failed to regisier as a 
convincing document 


Story concerned a Belfast tailor 


played by Torin Thatche who 
kept a batty old tramp around his 
shop as a buddy. The yammering 


old man, who was thesped by Dan 
Morgan. talked the tailor into 
blackmailing a clerk When the 
latter committed suicide the 
strange friends suffered a moral 
disintegration, Thatcher being tor- 
mented by conscience and Morgan 
crazed by fear of the police. The 
weakness of the characters 
Thatcher's indecision and Morgan's 
frantic panic, made an essentially 
unpleasant tale. And there wasn't 
enough insight into their person- 
alities and motivations to make it 
worthwhile viewing for a full hour 
show 


The acting was, by and 
good and Thatcher got across some 
feeling as the man who succumbs 
to the lure of cash only to regret 
quickly. Sets were naturalistic and 
lighting was suited to the low-key 
atmosphere. However. there were 
a few times when direction made 
the action more ludicrous than 
pathetic And the final scene 
when the tailor shop was supposed 
to go up in flaming explosion 
failed to carry a realistic punch 
A filmed sequence would probabl) 
have yielded better results 


large 


Fay Bainter and Joseph Schild- 
kraut, topping an excellent sup- 
orting cast. brought the “Fore 
‘heatre” series back up to its 
standard top quality on CBS-T\ 
Friday night (2) in an adaptation 
of \dward Chodorov’'s “Kind 
Lady.” Adapted by Ellis Marcus 
the hour-long meller had Miss 
Bainter as a wealthy Londoner be- 
ing victimized by a gang of clever 
crooks who moved in on her and 
taking advantage of her heart con 
dition, tried to make her sign her 
fortune to them. Show might not 
have elicited all the suspense pos- 
sible from the plot but the acting, 
production and direction were of 
such quality to glue viewers to 
their sets 

Miss Bainter, in her second per- 
formance on the Ford show. was 
sock as the old lady and Schild- 
kraut was sufficiently nefarious as 
the gang chief. Topping the sup- 
porting players were Phillipa 
evans. doing a fine bit as Miss 
Bainter’s maid, and Zolya Talma. 
as her best friend. Others show- 
ing well were Jack Manning. 
Elaine Ellis, Bruce Gordon. Mor- 
ton Stevens and Arnold Robert- 
son. As usual on the Ford series. 
Mare Daniels’ direction was sure 
fire 

Show, produced by Garth Mont- 
gomery, was replete with top pro 
duction values, including Sam 
Leve's sets and Cy Feuer'’s back- 
ground music. Show plugged the 
new Mercury cars but the filmed 
spots were not half as good as the 
usual Ford commercials That 
“better than ever” routine can be- 
come as irritating as Lucky Strikes’ 
triphammering. 


A firstrate comedy prospect was 
uncovered for tele Sunday night 
(4), with Menasha Skulnik’s ap- 
pearance on the “This Is Show 
Business” program (CBS-TV) Yid 
dish comic revealed himself as ex- 
cellent TV fare with his dialog 
characterization and pantomiming 
in a monolog on his trials and trib- 
ulations in a police court. Vet 
comic is at home in the English 
medium, his accent being soft in 
stead of es the approach to 
his material eing gentle and 
shoulder - shrugging instead of 
harsh, and his delivery being easy 
and graceful instead of obviously 
punching. , 

Program continued at its high 
level, being entertaining, clever and 
pleasantly phoney as of yore. Emcee 
Clifton Fadiman brings on the top 
talent with their bogus “problems,” 
and gives them scope td perform 
their specialties. Skulnik. whose 
“problem” was whether to stay a 
comic or become romantic actor 
answered it perfectly with his 
monolog. Ethel Griffies. whose 
“worry” is how to retire gracefull: 
from a stage that continues to 
need her services, repeated her 
“Only for Americans number 





from the “Miss Liberty” legiter. | 


Paul Sydell and Susie did their 
sock dog balancing act, after Sydell 
disclosed his “problem” of being 
so lonely on the road. Gypsy Rose 
Lee's presence on the board of ex- 
perts, along with George S. Kauf- 
man and Abe Burrows. helped the 
quips fly fast for a highgrade half- 
hour. 


“People’s Platform” was the 
arena for a highly informative 
discussion on modern art on the 
CBS network Friday ‘2), although 
it's likely that the average viewer's 
reaction was “so what’. For the 
intelligentsia, however, the pro- 
gram made a firstrate attempt to 
pose and answer some of the knotty 
problems in appreciating Picasso 
ei ai Charies oll wood, as 
moderator, did a good job of keep- 
ing the pro and con participants on 
the point and the stanza was given 
a big lift by the numerous art 
prints used to illustrate the argu- 
ment 

4 nod should go to Household 
Finance Corp. for venturing into 
these somewhat esoteric realms for 
the benefit of a relatively narrow 
listening segment. The plugs. how- 
ever, tend to be somewhat pompous 
in getting around fto~the pitch 
about HFC’s role of lending money 


ling 
VUs0csdin 


Robert Garland, N. Y. Journal- 
American drama _ criti proved 
once again that someone who can 
tell the difference between a good 
and bad egg doesn’t have to know 
how to lay one too. Garland’s one- 
acter on the “Chevrolet Tele-Thea- 
tre’’ Monday night (5) was of medi- 
ocre calibre. Titled “At Night All 
Cats Are Gray,” the play was a 
deliberately artificial comedy that 
didn't have sufficient wit to carry 
it off. The seript evidenced erudi- 
tion but the play lacked the more 
essential theatrical know-how 

Basil Rathbone, in one of his 
standard urbane _ performances 
plaved a Scotland Yard inspector 
who traps a femme jewel thief 
after engaging in some _ comic- 
romantic patter with her. Pamela 
Conroy, as the gal, overplayed in 
accordance with yarn's require- 
ments but the performances 
couldn't salvage the play 











Authors League 
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ree 
taken part in NTC meetings. It 
has become allied with the SWG, 
which gives that Coast group rep- 
resentation in the east and further 
complicates the picture 

One of the factors moving to- 
wards an early settlement of the 
jurisdictional question is the need 
to organize TV scripters not now 
in the League. At present they 
can become ALA members-at-large. 
But it’s apparent that if video 
writers are to discuss their com- 
mon problems, they must be able 
to get together, whether they're in 
one guild or another 

NTC is divided into two halves. 
Eastern division membership tn- 
cludes Oscar Hammerstein If, ALA 
prexy: Elmer Rice. Philip Dun- 
ning. Milton Paseal and Richard 
i.ewine, for the DG; Robert Landry 
and Richard Lockridge. AG; Erik 
Barnouw, Pete Lyon, Sheldon Stark 
and Stan Silverman. RWG: and 
lee Berg, Max Wilk and Ruth K. 
Friedlich, TWG. Coast division 
includes Albert Maltz, AG: Robert 
\rdrey and Dale Eunson, DG; True 
Boardman, Milton Merlin and Sam 
Nioore, RWG; and Morgan Cox, 
Valentine Davies, Oliver H. P. Gar- 
rett, Sheridan Gibney, John 
Larkin, Emmet Lavery and Mary 
McCall, Jr... SWG. 
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1950 will not be approved until 
mid-January, unless a special 
board meeting is called. so Esso 
hasn't the funds at this time to re 
new the program for an additional 
l3-week cycle. Bankroller’s re 
newed interest is based on what it 
considers a steady quality improve- 
ment during the last few weeks. 
plus the fact that its ratings have 
climbed steadily. 

Esso reportedly wound up in its 
present state of indecision on the 
show by moving too fast in can 
celling the time. On Nov. 23, it 
was forced to apprise CBS whether 
it would continue and, since the 
Hooperating at that time was only 
a 109 (for N. Y. only), it decided 
on the cancellation Network rat- 
ing appeared two days later. how 
ever. showing a 21.4. but the can 
cellation notice had already been 


accepted by CBS. 








NBC Affiliates 
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four burglaries, two cases of ar- 
son, two suicides and one case of 
blackmail. Cases of assault and 
battery, survey reported, “were too 
numerous to tabulate.” 

The group found much of the 
action in the whodunits taking 
place in saloons with brawls and 
drunkenness “too numerous to 
mention.”. Stories dramatized also 
included crooked judges, sheriffs 
and juries. The crime programs 


according to the association, were 
viewed on all L. A. video outlets 
during the week except KFI-TV 


In lott 
aa eee 


ers to each of the stations 
the group said: “TV comes into the 
home and many children are look- 
ing at these programs. We believe 
that without too much effort your 
station could substitute acceptable 
programs which would be suitable 


for family viewing.” 














4 Big Indie Assn. 
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prez of the eastern group, with 
Mal Boyd, prez of the Coast or- 
ganization. On the assumption that 
the indie producer in TV has a 
tough road ahead, the two organi 
zations believe they will get farther 
by putting up a united front with 
the networks and ad agencies. In 
2ddition, as a national organization 
which will eventually include Chi 
cago producers, they will be able 
to meet and work out problems 
that might arise with various tal- 
ent and craft unions 

Topping the cooperative agenda 
of the two groups is a program 
for standardization of contracts 
Negotiations are to be undertaken 
with the Authors League on pro- 
ducers’ contracts with TV writers. 
In addition, the general member 
ship of.both is expected to act 
soon on a proposed fair practices 
code and a code of ethics. which 
will be submitted after approval 
to the nets and agencies. Also, a 
series of legal seminars will be 
held in N. Y. under the chairman- 
ship of ITPA general counsel 
James L. Fly. Similar series will 
be held by the Hollywood outfit, 
with the lectures later to be ex- 
changed 

Boyd is now headquartering in 
N. Y. and will handle Coast pro 
ducers’ problems via correspond 
ence with acting TPA chairman 
Bernie Ebert in Hollywood. 











| Wynn, Murray 
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Garden for the rights. If that goes 
through. CBS is convinced the 
three-way parlay of Murray. Wynn 
and sports will find a new, un- 
tapped audience among Saturday 
night stay-at-homes. 

Speidel’s first 13-week cycle on 
the Wynn show concludes with the 
Dec. 29 broadcast, so that the pro- 
gram will continue under Camels’ 
bankrolling with no intervening 
lapse. Show will continue to be 
staged in Hollywood on a once- 
weekly basis and kinescoped for 
subsequent transmission in the east 
and midwest. Web has not yet de- 
cided what to toss into the Thurs- 
day night at 9 period now occupied 
by Wynn but will probably select 
from among several house packages 
now being wrapped up for a kine 
audition, including “Escape.” 
“Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar,” 
“Stage Door” and “Our Hearts 
Were Young and Gay.” Latter two 
are being produced by Carol Irwin 
in association with CBS. 

Proof that Saturday might be a 
good TV night has been demon- 
strated by DuMont's “Cavalcade of 
Stars.” hour-long variety show 
aired from 9 to 10. Program has 
hit the Hooper top 10 several times 
in the last few months NBC, 
meanwhile, is still sitting on its 
plans for a three-hour video spread 
Saturday nights. 


Andrews Sisters in Free 
‘Christmas Party’ Platter 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 
Andrews Sisters have tran- 
scribed a 30-minute show. “Christ- 
mas Party.” for shipment to 200 
indie stations for free Transcrip- 
tion was made up of seven of their 
recordings, including those made 
with Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye. 

Guy Lombardo and Vic Shoen 
Trto received permission from 
their sponsor, Campbell's Soup, to 
release the program, i 











WPIX Hikes Rates 
To Spot Clients 


Pointing up the significance of 
spet announcements as the finan- 
cial lifeblood of indie television 
Stations, the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX has upped its rate for spots, 


effective Jan. i, while maintaining 
the old scale on program time. 
While the station has had an in- 
crease in program sponsors during 
the last year, it is no secret that 
most of its revenue is derived from 
spot advertisers Same situation 
is believed to hold true for most 
indie stations throughout the 
country 


Rate hike marks the first by 
WPIX since it went on the air June 
15. 1948 New rate for a minute 
plug, either live or film. is $200. 
compared to the current charge of 
$150. Twenty-second announce- 
ment is $150, compared to the cur- 
rent $90. Advertisers pacting for 
spots before Jan. 1 get 26 weeks’ 
protection under current rates 

Station has also reallocated its 
frequency discounts for spots, now 
offering 5°> for 13 times. 10°; for 
26. 15° for 52, 20% for 104 and 
25° for 260. New Class B rate for 
spots will be 75° of Class A and 
Class C 50% of Class A. Class A 
time will include 6:30 p.m. to 10:30: 
Class B, 5 to 6:30, and Class {". aj} 
other times Station's basic time 
rate of $1.500 per hour. which is 
scaled down accordingly, remains 
unchanged. 


San Angelo, Tex.—Bob Mc(Clel- 
lan, former announcer and sports- 
caster on the staff of KTXI1. here 
has been promoted to the post of 
station promotivun manager 











Will Do Anything ? 


There isn't anything I won't 


to assist a radio or tele 
vision directo) 


I will give him the benefit of 
my 12 years in local radio 
the theatre advertising agen 
fies... and network radio 


I want to take off his hands 
the petty little details that 
are so important to a show 
but which take up too much of 
his valuable time 


IT will be his buffer . . . His 
girl Sunday and come up 
with an idea every now and 
then which wiil provoke a 
nod of approval 


_I know a good radio and tele- 
vision show when I see one. It's 
because I see so few good ones 
these days that I honestly feel { 
can make an important contri 
bution in seript. in ideas. in 
many other ways... 


... that will make my salary 
look like petty cash 


My name 


is... EVELYN ELIASON 
My Address is: 46 E. 50 St.. N.Y. 


My Phone is ... PLaza 9-6788 











“ARCHIE ANDREWS”® 
SCRIPT #234 
By Carl Jampel 
CAST 


Archie. .._._... Bob Hastings 
Jughead .... Harlan Stone 


Mom ...... Alice Yourman 
gee Art Kohli 
Veronica. .... Gloria Mann 
Betty....... Rosemary Rice 
Director... Ken MacGregor 


Announcer. _._.. Dick Dudiey 
Organist .. George Wright 


+ 


NBC, Saturday, 12:30 P.M. 
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A RADIO HISTORY OF THE | must stir and hold by the dramatic | SOc seeeeser,! 
ES WAR me Ma element too. Facts. no matter how | | SRIPPY HOLLYWOOD THEATRE RHYME AND REASON 
| With ackson Bec &, narrator well expressed or narrated, tend to Radio Followu (“Something Special”) With Dr. Nandor Fodor; Bill Gor- 
| Writer-Producer: Cott become dull and tiresome in a half With M 
production Coordinator: Henry hour of listening emer Mitch - , »- | a 
| Morgenthau, 3d a 4 | OOo ec essseeeeess ooo? el, others; Van Desautel, Producer: Ted Cott 
, Cott’s production w vith | announcer; Del Castill : 
30 Mins . Sun 5 p.m . p : n as done with | 1 - - . 0, music 1 yal 
ac 8 admirable restraint. Jackson Beck’s | t cost CBS’ Bill Paley a lot of Producer-Directer: Mitchel > es Se, 5 Om. 
WNEW N.Y —— = equally fine. But the OUt-of-the-network-pocket coin to Writer: Marie Poche Sustaining 
a. ‘ia real, live documentary for an era tie u es WNEW, N 
on Sub-titled “A History Book lacking patriotic emotionalism or Co} = oem © @ Giepgeer | 60 Sines Tham. 00) am. oe 
nan- Wired for Sound,” WNEW’s “Radio | wartime hysteria is still to be writ- umbla exclusive as “Guest SKIPPY PEANUT BUTTER A novel program idea, “Rhyme 
ision penn A org kk —s- which ten; the formula is still to be * ry No. 1 in circuiting the AM CBS, from Hollywood and Reason” consists of psycho- 
ews’ vrendable venture “” iome e — ~— - TV airlanes, but the payoff was (Young & Rubicam) analyzing popular songs. On the 
R already evident in Jolie’s first time This ll program caught (5), Dr. Nando 
j A b : anscr “s ¢ » ear L v', . r 
pots, indie station programming. It aP- ELLIOT LAWRENCE , out last Wednesday (30). Guesting is a ae a ty Gramatic series Fodor, H arian-bor : 
ning proximates for radio the job Co- 15 Mins., Fri. 9 p.m on Bing Crosby's Chesterfield a modestly-budgeted package dor, ungarian-born analyst, 
ime lumbia Records did in Volumes | Sustaining ‘ _ stanza ‘he’s already committed to a one fair pretustien values. The had as his patients “I'll Never 
“ » y ' . ° “ e on - . ~ * . m < S 'y 4 ree (5) » TT - ; 99 ’ 
in. rg ASS = Lyk IM. Can o~ WNEW. New York an of five with the Groaner), Sen eh wolnaiaiaes he _ aes, Smile Again,” “Don’t Cry, Joe” 
: ’ » ‘ : or episodes > ’ oe the teamup ‘ a . pam ve : as « an aie about an. “Dp = ” 
rang | in the events leading up to and in- Maestro Elliot Lawrence started jp radio oe hy yy  & improbable situation. The heroine and “Paper Doll 
thet | eluding World War II. this trapscribed ‘show on New leling those of Bob  Hope-Crosby Played, by Marjorie Reynolds, was |e ee eee eee wow w- 
, a” are oa ~e at. se oO ope-Crosby ; ' } , " P say? . ’ 
rae Written and produced by Ted ye gn nage SS eee dream sequences” when scripts Bag y en who fell’ in that “I'll Never Smile” revealed 
nost Cott. the stations program man listeners on in - art eae pe are tossed out of the studio win- in flashb i. ,* ; ie 0.7 an obsessive mental state in which 
“ ager, the program represents an music.” He Ran pee oe dow as they slug it out on the the tar ~ a d a related how the singer yields completely to the 
the intelligent and sympathetic editing should and could be deme to “uate banter front of her ie = i= PS "— mood of infatuation and to ses all 
job. utilizing historic broadcasts : Despite the prev: . ’ “Aas a oe ae — 
: this tvpe Isic . - : I ie prevailing tendency cialite scio ' < sO ve ar : 
by made by all the great figures of — / vd apogee yp pe of the comics to go “trade, pr om , c.g A - Wi told reason overboard. Such romantie 
lune the period and culled from Ameri- fyjiy be Longe 7 5 | a a or and the Bingle parlayed the intra- she was oneal tm ba th a intoxication, he added, is retrogres- 
nute can. British and French documen- om the taeke of o om i h a. trade stuff into nearly a half-hour ing stiff Gncunventenths 5 . “h » sive and unhealthy, but tunes of 
200. tarv wartime airings. th i pual our pel of delightful listening, punctuated second wedding day. the pela this kind are popular because of 
e of | As a job of reporting, Chapter ; ; 9y some solo and duo vocalizing edly-dead spouse turned up. B ‘ni y i | 
g awrence’s - — ; AI B : i se, ut, listeners’ self-identific 
nce- One detailing the causes and a ee ae ~ a was strictly off the $6.60 at- conveniently, the sailor wal killed commie d “ —~ — = 
cur- events leading up to the war re- there y - anne was - + te = ~ — Jolie's “Own Back in some labor dispute, and she kept oe as Cy _ 
for capitulated them with startling ana failed as not too cohesive Yard" and the Bingle’s “Lucky her well-to-do hubby and the mem- the other hand, he feels demon- 
eks’ clarity. It remained simple and ~ Rye a... ee any solid Old Sun” ‘with a choral back- ories of her poor lover Strates a realistic recognition of 
unemotional throughout, without - aR... _ } the fact —— se particular gems. The The bromidic plot was unfolded Mecessity in that the jilted sweet- 
. recourse to sound effects or mu- el. ~ nade ke time in- - my Play on Paley and Co- with fair dialog and competent. if heart is advised to drop his fixa- 
its sical assists. Thus the show was » 4 ' » one eg we ag in + cae om ‘ video's inroads on radio not outstanding. acting. Del Cas- tion. In “Paper Doll” Fodor found 
now kept on a purely history-recording — 9 . . isnt a likely that he'll —s the Jolie re velation that tillo’s musical backgrounding was psychotic indications, a psy ho-in- 
for level. It could be that this obiec- Pe — . = y now gotten oe hay — on some CBS-TV capable. But the entire vehicle had [4Mtilism that rejects real women 
and tivity lent a greater impact to the oa + witha Pa —— yee Bd ea or border- the ring of a formula—-albeit a '" favor of idealized dream-lovers 
nen. A : sic w yne e% atche r sugg S as Jolson’s re- ; ; 
for Drew Middleton excerpt that the cjosely onto the ‘bendlender’s dic- lations with "Columbia. Pieteven formula that may appeal to the he can possess absolutely. 
and program quoted with stunning im- cussion of backgrounds ' 1 ("The Jolson Story,” “Jol : teen-age and housewife purchasers Psyching songs serves a good 
s A plications. From Middleton’s N.Y. jdeas etc. -_ een musical \ anion 1 on - fy ot ree Sings of peanut butter. Commercials for purpose in raising public aware- 
30. Times article of a ceuple. weeks neal ( yorthctn 0:' nted by Woody ~ state Genie yy a , yy Skippy were good, stressing its ness of unconscious emotional fac- 
all back. that the supposed denazifica nn . Mel i's Te _ evitable boosting of Gee —A een food value Bril tors in American life. However, 
ime — = eo] has resulted in the py, j}) oie . talc y vocal prowess) coming i fee ties WNEW may have erred in its se- 
. o'd Nazi guard again taking power : ‘ffect ; t isic” ¢% ' lection of a mental Gisk jocke 
h is mere . F Lawrence made one remark in W!ndup to effect a neat integration the Music” can easily stand on jOCECy . 
ains ee its unpointed his talk that many bandleaders with the B& A stanza which fol- their own entertainment merit to wh Fodot although the author of 
moral, suggesting that the series pimself included. should accept. lOWS the Crosby show day. Latest to follow the pattern several articles in learned journals 
) would show how hard we must , _ accept, « NBC’ se va . and “Search for the Beloved,” does 
fight for peace when he explained that “modern B& A, in a resumption of the !§, NBC's “Hollywood Calling,” not have a medical degree, h 
| , :; progressive music doesn't neces- “tradey format,” even went so far which has just negotiated a deal jungian le: ond ‘on extreme 
‘lel. That the need exists to hammer sarily have to be loud.” Wood as to simulate a Burns-Harry Ack- with George Jessel for the come- | a eanings and an extreme 
ts- home these facts constantly goes , erman ‘CBC Coast programming @!@n-producer to provide a weekly — tal ae ae 
ere without saying; that the overall in- RESERVED FOR GARROWAY _— )°CPCe? comedy sequence, with the fillip to the show. Results were 6f- birth oe a 
a tent of the program is admirable wi, Dave Giesnneen C ote laugh dividends making CBS the @Pparent last Sunday (4) when, phasizing the <... Bom ‘ ee 8 
is equally apparent; that to hear — So i hil onnie Rus- beneficiarv of a solid 60 minutes with an assist from Celeste Holm life g the importance of early 
np the sheer beauty and force of Nor- Dam i askell, Art Vam of Grade A entertainment. Jessel broke up the monotony of _* : 
: man Corwin’s words from his nini me Quintet, Caesar Gievan- ea the telephonic exchanges with a he series, however, should pro- 
memorable “Note of Triumph” is : - , , ; variety of good-humored GJ vig- voke discussion. Will Karen Hor- 
’) to again capture some stirring mo- a Parker Gibbs eee ee on the Sup- nettes. B- ney be given equal time to answer 
s ments. But this WNEW documen- cnet ~ Mon. thru Fri., 11:15 p.m. cenare ni vitanhe kdown on anime . Fodor's views? Will Margaret 
tary, as most documentaries, does NEC, —s , ublic will nevitaDie or that the — " Mead be offered opportunity to 
n't not come through on radio. Fine ° C, from Chicago a ~ - —— tire of the Cleveland Singer Ken Ward probe the anthropological implica- 
words and fine thoughts, though , Adding to his multiple TV and i ya network ‘and Planist Jack Elton are ofter- tions of “Bali Hai’? And will Ar- 
they be. this “history ‘5 AM activities. Dave Garroway is aways in recent weeks have ing songs of struggling composers nold Toynbee get a crack at the 
A history book wired . been accentuating the entert: ‘r both WT i TV 
™ for sound” still enly adds up te 2 breaking into daytime radio for the ment aspects —_ le ente rtain- over both rAM and WNBK-TV historio-sociological factors in 
es lle The madiom of first time with an procelinemee: og Roem nee = i tele- ne S~ ar~n * of — ‘Buddy, Can You Spare a Dime”’’’? 
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. Again and again and again WOR shows clock top ratings in New York. There 
ad are reasons: 1. WOR’s astute sense of showmanship, built on a bedrock 
-_—— = . . . 
— of more than a quarter-century of building and buying programs that make 
, | cash registers click. 2. A crack staff of writers, producers and directors 
! who know what appeals to the majority of 36,000,000 people in 
430 counties in 18 states and the Dominion of Canada. 
. . . . . . 
3. A total station’s Scotch instinct for making eyery sponsor s 
/s 
e penny spent bring two, three and five or more pennies back. 
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Circling the Kilocycles 


Houston-—A new quarter-hour 
program which wil! feature inter- 
views with guests and celebrities 
of the Shamrock hotel is to be 
heard daily Monday through Fri- 
day with Art Finger as m. c., ever 
KXYZ. Airings will be under the 
sponsorship of the Grennan Cake 
Division. This is the second local 
program being heard here for Pur- 
ity Bakeries. 


Dallas—A new full-hour program 


titled “Happiness Exchange” is be- 
ing heard Monday through Satur- 
day over KLIF with Jimmy Jef- 


feries aS m. Cc The 
heard on a participating 
totai Of iz 
assists Jefferies on the 


program is 
basis and 
SPUMSYIS af ¢ 


paadaaa 


nas a 
Mai 


show 


Edmonton, Alta.—Alberta’s first 


French-language radio station is 
being operated by Radio-Edmon- 
ton, Ltd Aim of the station 


CHFA, is to promote French cul- 


ture, according to Dr. L. O. Beau- 
chemin, president. R. LeClair is 
manager. There is a staff of 20. 


Boston—Craig Lawrence. gen- 
eral manager of Hub’s WCOP, has 
been appointed chairman of radio 
division for the National Founda- 
tion for Infantile Paralysis cam- 
paign. General chairman for drive 
is Charles E. Kurtzman, Loew's 
New England Division manager 


Pittsburgh—Jack Craddock, for- 
mer manager of WMCK in Me- 
Keesport, has joined that town's 
other station, WEDO, as commer- 
cia! manager Before going with 


WMCK, he had managed a station 
in New Kensington, Pa., for a long 
time ... Marty Cohen, former pub- 
licity director for WWSW and now 
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a freelance writer in New York, 
came home to be best man at wed- 
ding of Herbert Rosenthal te 
Louisa Saul .. . Jimie Spanos, who 
succeeded Cohen here and then 
went to WIND in Chicago in a simi- 
lar berth, is now handling general 
advertising and exploitation for a 
chain of retail stores out of New 
York ... Ralph Petti, announcer 
at WJAS, and Anita Cole, an archi- 
tectura! student at Carnegie Tech, 
have announced their engagement. 


Tulsa — Perry W. Ward has 
joined the staff of KRMG, new 50 


000-watt ABC outlet in Tulsa, as 
program director Nard has been 
Treeiancing tiie past (WU FeCdis UUs 
ing which time he was associated 
with Gene Autry 


Dallas—Southwestern Assn. ofl 
Broadcast Representatives recently 
formed were hosts here to over 
100 advertisers, agency and station 
personne! at a special luncheon 
held at the Baker hotel here. Gen- 
eral purpose of SABR is to further 
increase the effectiveness of spot 
radio and broaden the service 
scope of station reps George 
Harding. Branham agency; Frank 
Brim. Katz agency; Howard Duna- 
van. Lone Star Chain: Buell Her- 
man. Edward Petry Co.: Ken Sib- 
son. Ra-Tel; Clarke Brown, Texas 
State Network, and Clyde Melville, 
Taylor-Borroff, compose the mem- 
bership of the group 


San Antonio—A city wide cam- 
paign in behalf of a Latin Ameri- 
can women who lost her husband 
and three children in a fire which 
destroyed their home is being con- 
ducted here with KCOR as the 
central receiving spot for- the 
money Several appeals for aid 
were given in Spanish with con- 
tributions pouring in shortly after- 
wards Station officials report 
that-contributions are also being 
received from all types of listeners 
despite the appeals made _ in 
Spanish Station sponsors have 
also promised aid if enough money 
is raised to help build a home and 
furnish it at cost and less. 


Cincinnati—Paul Shumate, form- 
erly a producer for KMOX, St 
Louis, is a newcomer to the WKRC 
staff, succeeding Harvey Cary as 
program director. Cary filled the 
post for 30 months and has been 
promoted to the station's sales 
force. handling national and local 
accounts. Fred Gregg. promotion 
manager of the Cincy Post, joins 
WKRC next week as public rela- 
tions director. Spot was vacated re- 
cently when Charlton Wallace 
transferred to the station's Times- 
Star affiliate. 





Richmond—Construction has be- 
gun on four new towers designed 
to turn WI.FE from a 250-watt sta-— 
tion to a 5,000-watt metropolitan 
outlet. Construction is expected | 
to be completed in February, giv- 
ing the station the same power as 
two other local outfits. WRNL and 
WMBG. Station is managed by 
Irvin Abeloff. 
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assignment in a forenoon strip. But 
a.m. or p.m., Garroway makes for 
palatable listenin 
tempo and unstraining line of gab. 
“Reserved for Garroway” is a neat 
variety stanza which doesn't try to 
burn up the airlines but should 
easily snare a big listener segment. 

Garroway, backed by a solid ros- 
ter of vocalists and instrumental- 
ists, punctuates this session with 
chatter about sundry matters rang- 
ing from puppies to the weather. 
There's no special point to the chit- 
chat except to build an informal 
mood. Connie Russell and Jack 
Haskell. who have appeared on his 





the vocal assignments on pop bal- 
lads in neat style with a good in- 
strumental assist from the Art Van 
Damme quintet Her 


THE MELODY TRIO 
15 Mins.;: Mon.-thru-Sat., 6:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOKO, Albany 

Listenable music filters through 
the loudspeaker on _ originations 
from the cocktail lounge of the 
De Witt Clinton hotel. Instrumen- 
piano, Hammond organ 
drums. A nice balance has 
been achieved with this odd com- 
bination, although occasionally the 
drums over-intrude or fail to in- 
Trio wisely stresses mel- 
on the air 

One shot had a medley of 
Viennese waltzes, “Among My Sou- 


venirs,” “Ramona.” “Did Your 
Mother Come tro Ireland?” and 
“Do You Care?” wurgan and piano 


interpretations by Mr. and Mrs 
Duke Melody sounded beaucoup. Al 
Weinlein is drummer. Marty Ross 
rides the beam in tabbing num- 
bers. Jaco. 
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personnel setup is scheduled to get 
a complete revamp. 

At the moment there's even 
some conjecture as to whether 
Henry Wolf, the Pepsodent prexy, 
will join in the Manhattan move- 
in. That the Lever switch will ef- 
fect some serious agency disloca- 
tions has previously been detailed. 

Barnett meanwhile has an- 
nounced four new appointments to 
the ad department, effective Dec. 
5. These include Howard R. Bloom- 
quist, ad manager of the Toni Co., 
who will join the Lever outfit as 
ad manager for a group of Lever 
brands; George B. Smith, of Foote, 
Cone & Belding, who will take over 
other LB brands; Paul Laidley, Jr., 
now with Gardner agency in N. Y., 
who will be assistant ad manager 
for a group of products, and 
George T. Duram, media director 
in the N. Y. office of Dancer, Fitz- 
gerald & Sample, who has been 
appointed media director for 
Lever. 

John R. Allen has been named 
to the newly-created post of tele 
vision manager. He was veepee 
in charge of TV for the Grant 
agency. 
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ceiling, with Cadillac to make re- 
mote broadcasts, and with all ex- 
pert help he needs. 

Weekly road show Wednesday 
nights, replacing four and _ five 
times a week remote news broad- 
casts, has been consistent sellout 
in hinterlands and is now being 
| booked a year ahead. An easy-go 


’ | ing, relaxed extrovert, Adams is a 


regionai 
appeal. 

Adams will be in N. Y. Dee. 13 
to emcee the Pillsbury luncheon at 
the Waldorf-Astoria for baking 
contest winners, with Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Arthur Godfrey and 
Linkletter also on deck. Adams 
and Godfrey for some time have 
been close friends. Godfrey plug- 
ging, series of Minneapolis Star & 
Tribune ads, lifts from Adams col- 
umn in New Yorker magazine, have 


phenomenon in popular 


given Adams start on national 
buildup 
Figure involved in CBS series 


wasn't revealed 
described 
Perkins, 

in radio.” 


Adams, however, 
himself as “Poor Pa 
lowest-paid network act 





Fort Worth—"The Chuck Wagon 
Gang” comprising the four mem- 
bers of the Carter family, spon- 
sored by the Bewley Mills has be- 
gun its 18th year on the air and 
its 12th year on WBAP here and 
,carried by member stations of the 


‘Lone Star Chain. 


with his casual | 


DU MONT’S ‘MATINEE’ 


SET TO GO DEC. 12 


Extension of DuMont’s daytime 
programming to the full intercon- 
nected network has been set for 
Monday (12), with the two-hour 
“Shoppers’ Matinee” program fea- 
turing 21 entertainment segments 
and time for 12 one-minute spots. 
Show had originally been sched- 
uled to tee off last Monday (5), 
but was delayed because of dif- 
ficulties arising from the current 
scenic designers’ strike in TV. 

Show is set up so that DuMont 
affiliates can sell the 12 spots lo- 
cally, while at the same time gain- 
ing the advantage of having after- 
noon programming to offer view- 
ers. Format Wiii utilize the sub- 
jective camera, with the lens mov- 
ing from shop to shop. Segments 
are to be linked by Minnie Jo 
Curtis as an emplovee of the shops 
In case a station does not sell a 
given spot, it picks up a news bul- 
letin which DuMont will transmit 
at each time break. 

Talent, in addition to Miss Curt- 
is, includes Susan Raye, Dorothea 
McFarland, Sydney Smith and the 


Jene Bartal Quartet. Show will 
follow by a half-hour Dennis 
James’ “Oky, Mother,” which Ster- 


ling Drugs will extend to the net- 
work simultaneous to the start of 
the shoppers’ program. Latter is 
to be aired from 2 to 4 p.m., with 
the show for the intervening half- 
hour not yet set. 
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1943 with Southern Broadcasting 
Stations, Inc., calling for a per- 
centage of receipts. Agency held 
the contract constituted an improp- 
er transfer of responsibilities of a 
station licensee. When WGST 
complied, the management group 
sued for breach of contract. 

Commission declared it acted 
within its authority in condition- 
ing the renewal of license on the 
abandonment of a Contract it con- 
sidered in violation of the law. 

Commission decisions, brief said. 
“can effect an alteration of private 
rights when a denial of that conse- 
quence would frustrate commission 
action which it is authorized to 
take.” 
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liability into an asset, the super- 
visors also work on local merchan- 
dising angles. 

New Valuable Tcol 

Other disadvantage, that spot is 
harder to buy than network airers. 
is being partly overcome by the 
Spot Estimator recently published 
by the National Assn. of Radio Sta- 
tion Representatives at a cost of 
$10,000. This gives figures for 
time and announcements in more 
than 1,000 markets. True, the 
NARSK admits, there isn’t a simple 
mathematical formula to figure ex- 
act costs of a spot campaign. But 
its Estimator proves a valuable tool 
in getting approximate tabs for 
various selective plans. 

Answering the charge that net- 
work shows have publicity and 
glamor values, spot advocates ad- 
mit that many sponsors new to the 
field may be embarrassed at not 
backing a Jack Benny, Bing Cros- 
by or other web personality. How- 
ever, it's added, there's plenty of 
allure in a cash register—and that's 
where the jingles prove their 
worth. 

Spot baliyhoo boys cite the suc- 
cess of United Fruit’s Chiquita 
Banana and the fact that Gertrude 
Stein's favorite piece of music was 
“We are the Makers of Wonder 
Bread.” Saleswise. BC and Stan- 
back headache remedies each 
spend upwards of $1,000,000 annu- 
ally in selective programs and an- 
nouncements, with excellent re- 
sults. Leading spot spender is 
Halo, which is the top-purchased 
product in its field. Skippy peanut 
butter and La Rosa macaroni are 
both successful spot users. And 
Bulova, spending $3,500,000 in spot 
broadcasting ‘(including about 
$750,000 in TV), has done an im- 
pressive job for itself and the en- 
tire watch industry. 

Those who favor network airers 
over spot, stress that webs give dis- 
counts while local time costs are 
relatively higher. In reply NARSR 
says that it is cost-per-sale-effected 
that must be measured. And in 
these terms spot radio is more eco- 
nomical, because of the impact of 
locally-produced shows. 


Stan Hubbard's — 
- Sports Showdown 


Minneapolis, Dec. 6. 
Policy of the State Athletic Com. 
mission is not to attempt to exer. 
cise any control over a boxing pro. 
moter in the latter’s decision re- 
garding the radio broadcasting or 
televiging of his fight cards, Stan 
HubWard, KSTP president, was 
told when he appeared before it 

to air his grievances at a hearing 


Hubbard heatedly charged 
George Barton, commission chair- 
man and local sports writer, with 
diceriminating agairct Fc TrR 
awarding the Si Paui COXxIng 


franchise to Ben Kaplan. In an 


angry tirade he contended that 
Barton had specified that, prior to 
the award, the St. Paul franchise 
holder would have to cooperate 


with rival WTCN-TV. He claimed 
that a group of his, Hubbard's, 
friends had their franchise appli- 
cation rejected because it 3 
have meant a KSTP-TV 
On his part, Barton answered 
that he alone had no authority to 
issue franchises. One of the other 
two commissioners, Tom Tolman, 
said the commission knew all about 
the St. Paul situation and _ ex- 
plained the policy of non-inter- 
ference. “I just wanted to get the 
record straight,’ said Hubbard 
Neither the Minneapolis nor the 
St. Paul fight clubs is permitting 
their cards to be televised. ai 
though the main events are broad 
east. Tony Stecher, who has staged 
weekly wrestling cards in Minneap- 
olis and St. Paul for many years 
to very profitable attendance. as 
well as the Minneapolis fights, 
won't even permit the grapplers’ 
shows to go out over T\ te- 
cently. however, a new St. Paul 
wrestling club was organized after 
a KSTP-TV tieup and its weekly 
shows are being televised. 


tieup 





JOB HUNTRESS! 


More than a husband... 
more than my name in lights.. 
more than a million dollars... 


... I want to be an assistant 
to a director of radio or tele- 
vision 

Radio, showmanship, script 
writing. production, acting and 
direction have been in my blood 
since my premiere radio appear- 
ance when I was 10 years old. 


I know the importance of 
freeing a director or producer 
from hundreds of distracting 
details. 


I listen well... because I am 
only 22 years old ... and have 
a lot to learn. 


But because I have worked so 
hard so long, and so energeti- 
cally in radio, in writing, in the 
theatre, in advertising .. . I will 
stack my 2 and 20 against most 
3 and 30's ... and even some 
4 and 40's I have worked with. 


My experience covers a va- 
riety of chores in a 50,000 watt 
station in a large city .. . writ- 
ing. research, assistant director. 
and program supervision for a 
4A advertising agency .. . also 
script writer ... assistant to the 
director ... and research direc- 
tor on a successful half-hour 
Sunday network show originat- 
ing in New York. 





I have stock company experi- 
ence both in acting and direct- 
ing. 

... and as staff member of a 
Television Packaging Produc- 
tion agency, supervising. co- 
ordinating and presenting en- 
tire show. 

Salary is THIRDENARY. 


My name 


is... .EVELYN ELIASON 


My Address is: 46 E. 5@ St., N.Y. 
My Phone is . . . Plaza 9-6788 

















Courtesy of M-G-M 


‘THE GREAT AMENDOLA’ 
For George Pal Prods. 
Every rriday te + oer. NBC 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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cigaret smoker. The yarn, more- 
over, was interesting on its own 
merits aside from the brainteaser 
elements. 

As operated on the opening 
stanza, the appearance of the three 

uests was entirely superfluous. 
Fhey merely noted their solutions 
on a piece of paper without their 
being revealed to the viewers. Some 
interest would undoubtedly stem 
from the guests’ statement of their 
deductive processes. 

This show will be aired every 
other Friday night, alternating 
with “The Big Story.” Herm. 


PARADE 
With Don and Vera Ward: Adele 

Scott, organist; Al Bain, pianist 
Director: Joe Byrne 
30 Mins.; Mon., 7 p. m. 

TAUBER BROS. 
WENR-TYV, Chicago 

‘*Parade,’’ dedicated to the 
struggling, often pallid endeavors 
of youngsters who sing, dance, re- 
cite and play musical instruments, 
fails to entertain. On show caught 
some of the performers were so 
bad it was painful to watch. A 
more careful screening of partici- 
pants during auditions would be 
desirable 

Vera Ward, who has a calm, sin- | 
cere way of handiing children, 
does a neat job of introducing the 
moppets before each act. Don 
Ward, a good TV salesman, han- 
dles the commercials, entertaining 
viewers with his reserve of (ricas | 
as well as telling them about 
Tauber Bros., Ford agency. Ques- 
tion arises whether a children’s 
talent program is a good medium 
for selling such a product. Some- 
thing more appropriate to young- 
sters would be a better idea. 

Stints are done in front of a 
tage. On occasion an entertainer 
is lighted with a single spot, with 
contrast being lost and set appear- 
ing dimly lit. Either spot should 
be brighter, or ignored entirely 
and straight blanket lighting stuck 
to. 

Audience which makes up view- 
ers probably consists of a large 
matronly majority Chance for 
such an audience to grow is slim. 
Show is not one that appeals to 
everyone, but to those whom it 
does, at least it should be more 
entertaining. Hado. 


AT HOME WITH EDDIE AND EV 

With Eddie Marr and Ev Barrows 

Producer-director: None 

Three hours; Mon., through Fri., 
10 a.m. 

Participating 

KLAC-TV, Los Angeles 

Eddie and Ev moved into a 
three-hour morning slot on KLAC- 
TV last Monday. Program got un- 
der way as an extremely weak en- 
try, with the couple pacing to and 
fro in front of the lens seemingly 
at a complete loss for what to do 
with themselves. By the end of 
last week, program was beginning 
to show signs of settling down. 

Interviews, which initially were 
carried on for 30 minutes over a 
cup of coffee or while guests were 
reclining on easy chairs in a living 
room set, began falling into a more 
definite pattern. Layout, though 
stepped up to some extent by the 
week's end, is still too long for 
the couple, taken out of a tailor- 
made, 15-minute nightly segment 
across the board. 

Intermingled with the dropping 
in of guests to their home, Eddie 
and Ev play disk jockey and han- 
dle sponsor blurbs. Though Eddie 
and Ev are solid performers, they 
just haven't conquered a platter 
pusher knack of handling song- 
pluggers, record moguls and their 
product. 

Camera work, which proved ex- 
cessively weak during program’s 
opening days, had come around by 
the end of the first week to where 
lens was focused in the proper 
place at the pruper time. Free. 


MYSTERIES OF CHINATOWN 
With Robert Bice, Spencer Chan, 

Herb Ellis, Cy Kendall 

ucer: Ray Buffum 

Director: Richard Goggin 
30 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KECA-TY, Hollywood 

Bret Harte once wrote. “the 
heathen Chinese is peculiar.” but 
ABC is guilty here of a peculiarity 
of its own. Net's videoracles shot 
the works on production, scenic 
seep nes of authentic motif and 
eight distinct and separate sets 
(par has been two) but forgot all 
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about actors and a story to tell for 
the cameras. Few shows along | 
these channels have had such orn- | 
ate mounting, the work of Herb-| 
ert Phillips, nor has the acting and | 


writing been of such uneven) 
quality. 
It didn't require any occult 


wers to find the fault in its lair. 
much was spent on sets and 





props that what little was left of 
the show's budget wouldn't allow 
for more than a couple of hours 
of camera rehearsal. Lines were 
read instead of acted and fluffs 
were as common as a Chinese lot- 
tery. Considering the short dough 
paid actors, they can’t be blamed 
for the spotty performance, nor 
can Director Dick Goggin be dealt 
with too severely for the poor per- 
formance. 

Ray Buffum may have good idea 
in the sneaky, side alley intrigues 
of the Oriental but it'll take more 
than production to make it pay off 
At IVVAC d like "Stidiurai avi a i’eicel 
Lorre but unknowns dominated the 
casting with resultant letdown for 
the lookers. ABC will wait it out 
for a good one before shipping the 
kine east. 

Helm. 





First of Georgia Institute of 
Technology's 10 home _ basketbal! 
games was televised Saturday (3) 
night over WSB-TV under sponsor- 
ship of General Electric Supply 
Corp. and Hotpoint dealers in At- 
lanta. 





“TOAST RETURNS TO 
| MIAMI TV CIRCUIT 


Miami, Dec. 6. 
Miami vacationers this winter 
may not be able to see Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” on 
television, but they wiil have Ed 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town.” 
Show returned to WTVJ Sunday 
night (4) via kinescope after a 13- 
week lapse, after a persona! pitch 
by Sullivan to the Lincoln-Mercury 
Dealers, who bankroll the opus. 
WTVJ had carried “Toast” from 
June until early October, during 
which time it was a CBS sustaine: 


sponsorship for the new season 
however, they excluded the Miami 
market from the kine list When 
Sullivan visited Miami in Novem- 
ber, he reportedly had so many in 
quiries from viewers on why the 
show was not on the air that he de 
cided to pitch it personally to the 
sponsors. 

Berle show is not aired in this 
sector under Texaco’s edict to ex 
clude where kinescoping is neces 
sary which do not have a company 
branch office. 


jew EE FOY, vf. 


NY. Colleges Seen Suffering From 
‘Gap-Osis’; Radio Needed as Aid 


Syracuse, Dec. 6. 

Declaring the New York state 
secondary education is suffering 
from “gap-osis,” Don Lyon, radio 
educator at Syracuse U.. urged 
serious consideration of radio as a 
supplemental facility for statewide 
education. 

The appeal was made at a week- 
long conference of the state’s high 
school administrators held in Svra- 
cuse beginning Dec. 5. Lyon listed 
t1 y at te spat “4 ANG ae Lae the 
evident disregard for the use of ra- 
dio as a means of educational com- 
munication, and (2), the failure to 

erve the 50°) of high school stu- 
dents who do not graduate 

An instructor at Radio Center of 
Syracuse U., and main speaker at 
the opening conference 
L.von suggested formation of a 
council which would meet with pro- 
duction agencies to set up goals 
and standards for in-school tran- 
scriptions. He quoted a figure of 
$75 as initial outlay for playback 


session 


equipment plus a rental fee of 50e 
to 75¢ per half-hour program. 


Lyon also suggested that teach- 
ers using transcriptions in class- 
rooms and educators utilizing com- 
mercial radio time for programs 
meet with university radio work- 
shop representatives. These meet- 
ings, he said. would be designed to 
develop a greater appreciation for 
radio's potency and to point up the 
techniques demanded by radio as 
well ac 
tions broadcasting educational pro- 
grams 

“The possibilities are unlimited,” 
said Lyon. “The industry is willing 
to cooperate but initiative must, 
of necessity, come from you—the 
educators.” 





San Antonio — Louis E. Smith, 
merchandising manager for WOATI 
here has been appointed to the 
sales and service department of 
WOAI-TV 
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TV stole what PM audience from what AM? 
In Boston's first year of TV, the evening share of audience for “FM, TV and all others” zoomed from 
3.3% in 1948 to 18.3% in 1949. Mostly this is TV, of course, and obviously had to come from AM 
station evening audiences — 
But what stations ? 
Again the answer is supplied by Hooper’s May-September 1949 figures with the comparable report 
of 1948. All network-affiliated stations individually lost from 2% to 5.8%. And the total, interestingly 
enough, approximates the gain for “FM, TV and others.” 
On the other hand, one Boston station held its evening audience — and even gained listeners against 
TV competition. This independent station’— the Herald-Traveler station WHDH — demonstrated the 
power of news-sports-music programming to complement video fare in the home. 
Now with TV in the picture, Boston’s fastest growing station continues to be your surest, best buy in 
Boston radio. 
— . 
Here’s what TV did to Share of Audience May through September 
Boston Evening Radio Listening... | 
Evening Sunday through Saturday 6:00 p.m.—10:30 p.m. 
ooumauens cations lost — as 30% Network Stations 
of their evening audiences, according fo Homes Using Sets A B Cc oD WHDH 
Hooper figures, in Boston's first full year of TV. 
And inde ent WHDH is the only station that 1948 26.2 218 120 207 14.0 23.8 
pend Y 1949 25.0 16.0 94 187 98 242 
gained! In Boston, look to WHDH to protect your | 
. Audience change ~5.8 —26 —20 -42 +404 
radio position. i 
Owned and operated by the Herald-Traveler ~ 


BOSTON 





















































- 50,000 WATTS 
Represented Nationally by John Blair & Co. 


WH 





the nroblems faced by sta- 
we LA ble MD |. I + A 








= Pee ee™, 


tatorship” 
for broadcasting 
world and the beginning of an- 
other.” 


Coy 
casting continued to flourish.” 


operations, Coy took occasion io re- 
iterate 
reexamination of chain practic 
ite, in licht of the 
in television 
tirely possible,” 
o1 additional 
needed to 
nopoly.” 


ture 
These and other problems, he said, 
all contribute 
job of 
guarding freedom of expression trv nor the 


courts on the 
chairman 
simply” 


point of infringement of the Con- 
stitution, 
is quite clear 
of lottery 


to decide whether 
giveaway 
a washing machine or a trip to the 
North Pole 
tion of the capital”) are “a 
mate exercise of free speech and 
therefore come under the umbrella 
of the First Amendment or whether 
“hey 
as such, 
public interest.” 
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State of American Radio 


Continued from page 29 





over radio and marked 
“the end of one June relaxing its “Mayflower” 


cision of 1941 which 


he agreed with it. 
Coy thought 


“Despite these dire comments,” 
asserted, “American  broad- 


While on the subject of network Vania censorship 
decision by the Su- 
preme Court, “a decisive one.” Re 
ferring to Kirkpatrick's 
that the federal government 


“COM pie ici} vd 


absence of a 
his recent statements that a 
s is 
developments. 
and FM. “It is en- 
he said, “that othe 
regulations 
against mo 


. . a ' 
ee et ae 
Upearu cane steals 


regulation in radio, including the 
field of censorship,” Coy declared 
I think Judge Kirkpatrick 
the Communications Act in Its 


are 
read 
protect 


. clear and unmistakable lan 

Those Giveaways guage The Act says there shall 

Coy also touched on the Com- be no censorship; the Commission 
mission’s ban on giveaway pro- says there shall be no censorship, 
grams, rulings on station edi- Judge Kirkpatrick says there shall 


torializing, and the Pennsylvania be no censorship.” 
court decision denying the state The FCC chairman said he was 
censorship powers over motion pic- wo) aware that the Commission 


films used on television. jower of broadcast licensees car- 
ries with it the danger it might be 
used to control what is said over 
the air Neither the radio indus- 
Commission show any 
disposition to allow such abuse, he 
added, but “eternal vigilance is in- 
dispensable.” 


Nor 


to the complicated 


the Commission in 


sate 
The question before the 
giveaway shows, the 

said, is “plainly and 
whether the Commission 


main 


can the industry be counted 


regulations fall within the lottery oy to discipline itself against abus. 
Be tion of the criminal code In of radio facilities for private ad- 
obtaining a stay of the FCC rules. vantage, he continued. “Only the 
he noted, the industry raised the government can prevent such arbi- 


trary restrictions. But it must have 
the aid of an enlightened public on 
this score. For the private pres- 


“despite the fact that it 
that the publishing 
information is not a 


no’ & sure groups that exist are rarely 
right protected by the First interested in seeing that all sides 
Amendment are fairly treated—they are anx- 


he added, will have 
“these grandiose 
(which award 


The courts, ious to see that their own point of 
view is presented to the public.” 
Coy said he would be the first to 
agree that some of the Commis- 
sion’s actions restrict the broad- 
caster’s freedom “to be unfair 
to dole out time to his pets and 
withhold it from those groups with 
whem he happens to differ .. . to 
dodge his responsibility to operate 
his station as an open forum 
to evade his responsibilities as a 
trustee.” 


programs” 


“for guessing the loca- 
legiti- 


violate the criminal code and, 
cannot meet the test of the 


Coy said he did not participate 
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in the Commission report of last | 
de- | 
banned sta- 
tions from editorializing, but that 


the decision of 
Judge Kirkpatrick in the Pennsy!- 
case, in the 


opinion 
“has 
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Singing Star of 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade 


NBC Every Saturday Night 
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Personal Management: 
JIMMY RICH, 1619 Broadway, New York City, Cl 5-5976 
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No Fooling for Coy 
Amherst, Dec. 6. 
FCC Chairman Wayne Coy 
doesn’t agree with the Ameri- 
can Liberties Union that David 
Sarnoff or William Paley 
should appear on the radio 
only as private citizens on oc- 
casional forums and not as 
heads of broadcasting com- 
panies. Defending the Com- 
mission policy on station edi- 
torializing against ACLU criti- 
cism, Coy told an Ambherst 
College audience last week: 
“Just how one decides when 
Mr. Sarnoff, chairman of the 
board of RCA, or Mr. Paley, 
chairman of the board of CBS 
is not occupy ing hi sp osition as 
head or a gre aU Comm uillca~ 
tions company and is a private 


2 Pe eer meee ° rR ae ure 


citizen, I do not know. I do 
know this it just can't hap- 
pen that way 

‘The FCC recognizes their 


right to be heard even though 
they hold these positions. Such 
a position, however, does not 
give them the right to divert 
radio to their private interest 
The public interest can be 
served, without violence to the 
rights of anyone, by permitting 
broadcasters to speak over 
their own facilities and re- 
quiring them to be fair in the 


presentation of all public 
issues.” 
ACLU had attacked a Com- 


mission report last June re- 
laxing its previous ban on the 
right of radio stations ts edi- 
torialize. The ban was im- 
posed in a decision in 1941 
after a Boston station waged 
an editorial campaign to back 
candidates for public office. 


TV vs. FM 


ts Continued from page 23? = 











their attention and promotion to 


TV, then the FM broadcasters 
should not be saddled 
creased costs of operation, with no 
corresponding anticipation of in- 
creased revenue.” 

Longer hours for FM stations, 
WARL-FM said, will not itself “in- 
crease the value of FM as an en- 
tertainment, information or adver- 
tising medium.” 

WARL-FM, which also operates 
a daytime AM station, asserted the 
Commission proposal “improperly 
imposes on the AM station the 
burden of sustaining the FM op,» 
eration, even though at a loss.” It 
is unfair, it contended, to “require” 
one service to carry another. 

Station added that the AM Assn., 
which insisted on the proposal, is 
no longer the spokesman for the 
FM industry because less than half 
of the FM stations are members 
and because FM is soon to be dis- 
solved by a merger with NAB. 

Instead of making additional FM 
service available to the public, 
WARL-FM declared, the Commis- 
sion proposal “may have the oppo- 
site effect through forcing FM sta- 
tions to turn in their authoriza- 
tions rather than face the increased 
costs of operation. Specifically, 
WARL-FM might very easily be 
one of these casualties.” 

Station suggested that hearings 
determine, among other things, 
network promotion of FM, position 
of Radio Manufacturers Assn. on 
the future of FM, and desirability 
of requiring nets to offer their 
services to FM stations in areas 
where they have no AM affiliates. 


‘Mutual's Chi, L.A. 


Continued from page 232 =e 
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to handle a great deal more net- 
work originations. In L. A. he 
interviewed scores of indie pack- 
age producers and brought back 
75 possible new programs. Sev- 
eral Windy City airers are in the 
works, a couple of which have 
sponsorship nibbles. 

The MBS v.p. also toured the 
web’s stations in San Diego and 
Frisco. At KFRC in the latter 
city, he said, there are several 
shows which may be picked up 
for summer sustainers in '50. 





JOE FRANKLIN’S WJZ SHOW 


Joe Franklin, who formerly con- 
ducted the “Antique Record Col- 
lectors Club” on ,.WMCA, N. Y., 
will start a cross-the-board disk se- 
ries on WJZ, ABC's N. Y. outlet, 
on Dec. 19. Stanza will be heard 
from 11:35 p. m. to 12 midnight, 
replacing band remotes. 

WJZ spot may be a prelude to a 
network stint for Franklin. 


|as ABC's 





| sellings 


' film, 


LL 


sized firms which can be attracted | 
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Bargain Radio 


Continued from page 29 


ito AM. 
In this connection, Broadcast Ad-| 


vertising Bureau comes up for) 


criticism from some network sales 
chiefs. They grant that BAB is 
doing a bangup job with its many 
aids—dealer co-op data, 
the newsletter “Pitch!’’, its strip 
leaflets and the latest tool, 
Retail Information folders. 

But these, it’s pointed out, are 
directed at local stations wooing 
retail stores. True, the webs say. 
the NAB member Mattons nee ed 

SST Raa BOTs 
their large staffs, but B AB should 
do more of an overall job. They 
add that the all-industry promo- 
tion film, designed to boost the en- 
tire medium, has been a long time 
in preparation and still hasn't been 
released. 

But it’s also argued that the task 
is chiefly the networks’ responsi- 
bility, that they must go after new 
accounts with new techniques, such 
“less than 13-week cycle” 
and shared-sponsorship plans. If 
that doesn’t happen, these sources 
warn, the webs will be biting big- 
ger and bigger chunks out of each 
other 





} Mer ging of FMA | 


— — Continued from page 723 ——— 


sky, FMA has been purely a pro- 
motional activity “which has now 
served its purpose. It is to the 
best interest of all broadcasters 
now to get together and consoli- 
date their interests in one organi- 
zation which will intensify produc- 


tion of FM receivers as well as 
keep before the public the im- 
portant aspects of FM _ broadcast- 
ing. 


“During its existence, the FMA 
has been successful in focusing at- 
tention on the problems of a grow- 
ing industry, which we believe at 
the present time has reached a 
stage of wholesome maturity. 

“The United effort of all broad- 
casters is all that is needed to 
make FM service a reality in every 
community in the U. S.” 

Plans mapped by a joint 
NAB committee for the 
the department call for servicing 
FM member stations on (1) prog- 
ress of FM operations, including 
set distribution, (2) FM audience 
studies, ‘3) statistics of FM sta- 
tions, (4) effective sales plans de- 
veloped on FM stations, (5) ex- 
change of programs and promo- 
tional ideas, (6) management 
studies of FM operation. 

It also provided the FM mem- 
bers be given equal access to ali 
material issued by other depart- 
ments of NAB. 

Members of the FM executive 
committee which will supervise the 
department are Josh L. Horney of 
Rocky Mount, N. C.; Matthew 
Bonedrake of Oklahoma City; Ed- 
ward A. Wheeler of Evanston, Ill; 
Everett L. Dillar of Washington, 
D. C., and Frank U. Fletcher of 
Arlington, Va. 


_ Wik | 
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tablishing working relations with 
its local daily, the Norwalk Hour, 
and has charged the newspaper 
with pressuring advertisers against 
the broadcaster. 

Some time ago, Ginzburg says, 
he wrote to NAB’s genera! counsel 
about the Norwalk press-radio situ- 


ation, asking for info on legal de- | 


cisions regarding discrimination by 
press against radio. But, he said, “I 
received a baby-language letter ad- 
vising me to straighten things out 
locally. I realize that NAB has 
members who are affiliated with 
newspapers, but if this stands in 
the way of the association defend- 
ing the interests of radio stations 
against predatory newspapers, it is 
time for stations like ourselves to 
look for help elsewhere.” 
Ginzsburg claims the big net- 
works are interested in fighting the 


, government regardless of where 


the public interest lies, and con- 
tends NAB had no business joining 
the networks in the fight against 
the FCC giveaway regulation, 
which the WNLK chief believes 
was in the interest of small sta- 
tions. 

WNLK was the first in Connecti- 
cut to take advantage of the new 
FCC stand regarding station edi- 
torializing. The station is now in 
its second year, recently expanding 


, to full time, 


aade- at Pe to 
ve aca 


‘Miss. B’casting Convict 


In Suspended Sentence 
For His Illegal Airing 


Mobile, Dec. 6. 

William Frank Moody, known ag 
Mississippi's broadcasting convict, 
is under a sixmonth suspended 
sentence for illegal broadcasting 
from Camp Six on the state’s pris- 
on farm. The sentence was im- 
posed by Gov. Fielding L. Wright 
on recommendation of the state 


law officials and the 


Miss 

Veoody-> whose home is” at 
Point, Miss., near here, was sent 
to the Parchman, Miss., peniten- 
liary on a seven-year sentence for 
robber: He tried to escape on 
three different occasions 

During last October an FCC 
monitoring team took three short- 
wave broadcasting units from 
Moody at the prison camp. Prison 
superintendent Marvin E. Wiggins 
said only one of them would op- 
erate. 

Wiggins said at the time 
Moody was one of the best prison- 
ers in the camp, and had given no 
trouble since he returned from his 
last escape about six years ago 

Working as a trusty, Moody was 
not punished in any way by prison 
officials when the _ transmitters 
were taken. He built the sets after 
taking a correspondence course in 
radio while a — 


KOOL VICE KOY 
AS CBS AFFILIATE 


Phoenix, Dec. 6 

Long pending deal for CBS net- 
work switch in Phoenix becomes 
effective Jan. 1, with KOOL, 5,000 
watter owned by Gene Autry, re- 
placing KOY as the Columbia link. 
Latter station will hook on with 
Mutual. KOOL has been NBC 
affiliate since going on the air in 
1947. 

Changeover also affects Arizona 
regional nets. KOOL, key station 
for radio network of Arizona, will 
feed CBS programs to KOPO, 
Tucson, and KCKY, Coolidge. Mu- 
tual setup for KOY’s Arizona net- 
work will include KSUN, Bisbee, 
and KTUC, Tucson. 


enforcement 


state parole board 


that 
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XMAS GIFT 


TIMERS 
$12.50 


(Unprecedented Price) 
(7 Jewels) 


TELEVISION 


RECORDING 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Please specify time-out slide or bet- 
ton. All taxes, postage inciuded 
on prepaid orders. ENGRAVING 
Te letter. 


Write for Catalogue 


D. J. Leighton Company 
427 Broadway, New York 13, N. Y. 
Phone: CA 6-5157 
“Precision Timers for Every Need” 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


New York stations have water on the brain in the wake of the city's 
worsening water shortage. 
to get residents to conserve the dwindling supply: WNYC aired inter- 
views with a family from Roosevelt, N. J., town whose wells went dry, 
and WJZ last night ‘Tues.) aired a special program on the crisis. NBC 

will carry a special program on national aspects of the drought Sat- 
urday (10). 

WOR two weeks ago began broadcasting three jingles written by 
Bruce Eliot and Dan McCullough. WNEW’s four tunes in singing 
commercial style were written by Bob Stewart and Stan Rhodes with 
music by Roy Ross. 


Radio department of the A. F. L.’s Labor's League for Political 
Education is planning to hit the nation’s stations with public service 

WASOSELL ¢ o~omient. thos.during.th 
The radio ft nt has been in existence for nine months of 1949. 
during which it is issuing a total of 35 15-minute disks. At the start 
last April, Labor’s League estimates about 50 stations carried the 
shows, which have built to a peak of 189 broadcast outlets this menth. 
in 43 states, D. C., Alaska and Hawaii. 

The AFL people say that in 1950 they expect to increase greatly 
the number of stations using the platters without charge. Labor's 
League pays for the transcriptions and mails them out. New gimmick 
developed in recent months has been for union locals to pick up the 
recording after the station has used it and then to replay it at union 
meeting. 

Major special program this year has been a series of three 20-minute 
_, carried by Mutual web, “Mr. Congressman Reports From 

road.” 
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Arthritis & Rheumatism Foundation has skedded two network shows 
plugging its current fund drive. Peter Lind Hayes will emcee a stanza 
on Mutual Sunday (11) with Mary Healy, Nancy Andrews and Billy 


St a hve > 


‘CLEVE. SYMPH PACTED 


WOR and WNEW have been using jingles | 


Eckstine. CBS will air a program for the foundation on Dec. 18, with 
Abe Burrows, Herb Shriner, Jeanette Davis and Robert Q. Lewis, | 
emcee. 

In addition to the network pitches, transcribed five-minute shows 


and announcements with Morton Downey, Hildegarde, Geraldine Fitz- 
geraid, Sammy Kaye, Arthur Godfrey and other air performers, have 
been shipped to local stations. 

At a luncheon meeting yesterday (Tues.) the N. Y. City drive was 
launched. Industrial section chairmen include: Bernard C. Duffy, 
eof BBD&O, advertising; Edgar Kobak, ex-MBS prez, commercial and 
professional, and Sol Schwartz, RKO Theatres, films. 





Listening Post Committee for the New York area of the George 
Foster Peabody awards has been set up. Chairmen of the reviewing 
subcommittees are: Mrs. William D. Sporborg, news; Charles R. Bell, 
drama; Elizabeth McStea, youth; Arno Huth, international understand- 
ing; Henriette Harrison, education; and Mrs. Ruth O. Sokoloff, music. 

Committee chairman is Mrs. Harold V. Milligan. 





New N. Y. board has been elected by the American Federation of 
Radio Actors. Successful candidates are: Alan Bunce, Bud Collyer, 
Staats Cotsworth, Vinton Hayworth, Leon Janney, Virginia Payne, 
Anne Seymour, Karl Swenson and Vicki Vola. 

Announcers elected are: Ken Banghart, Frank Gallop, Ed Herlihy, 
Ken Roberts, Tom Shirley and Gene Rayburn. Singers tapped are: 


| 


| 


IN 756 DEAL BY SOHIO 


Cleveland, Dec. 6. 
Standard Oil Co. of Ohio has' 
signed for a series of 10 hour-long 


twilight Sunday concert broadcasts 
by the Cleveland orchestra over | 
WTAM and a network of nine! 
other Ohio stations. 

The broadcasts will commemo- 
rate Sohio’s 80th birthday, and will 
start Jan. 8 at 4:30 p. m. from Sev- 
erance Hall. During the short in- 


termission, Ww. » 2 Holliday, 
chairman of Sohio’s board, or 
President C. T. Foster, will give 


a. short_address on the comoagny’s. 
history. There will be no commer 
cial product announcement during 
the broadcasts. 

Rudolph Ringwall, associate 
conductor of the orch, will direct 
The program will be fed through 
WTAM to a special network in- 
cluding WSPD, WCOL, WKRC, 
WLOK, WKBN, WHIO and WIZE. 
McCann-Erickson is handling all 
details of the series that is costing | 
upward of $75,000. 


Baltimore Gabbers Hit 
Rival Station, Papers 
For Charity Fund Slant 


Baltimore, Dec. 

Baltimore fans who + 
await the 11:30 p.m. commentaries 
by “Ian and I” (Charles Roeder 
and Ian MacFarlane), are cur- 
rently scorching the ears of 
WMAR-TV for devoting slabs of 
time-raising charity funds for 
survivors of two firemen killed 
recently. 

The V'CBM (Mutual outlet) 
commentators are known for pull- 
ing no punches, though their socks | 
are ungrammatical. Their big beef 
is that the Hearst paper and the 
Sun and Evening Sun, which owns 
WMAR, are showing petty atti- 
tudes, and humiliating the relict 
families by raising charity funds, 
which are not substantial anyway. 

Roeder and MacFarlane came 
through with a blast against the 
city for not providing either a 
trust fund or insurance protection 





Mutual Swap of Video Shows Between 
Canada and US. Urged By Avco's Craig 





Montreal, 6. 
S. and Canada Aum en- 


‘Album’ com 
Thomas on Al m courage a mutual exchange of tele- 


Thomas L. Thomas, the baritone, vision shows in the future, John 
joins “The American Album of Ww. Craig, Aveo veepee and gen- 
Familiar Music” as a starred vo- 4.5) manager of its Crosley divi- 
calist starting with the broadcast ‘ : 
of Dec. 18. Program, produced by said here yesterday (Mon. . 
Frank Hummert, is heard Sundays before the Canadian 

Club of Montreal, he predicted 


at 9:30 p.m. on NBC. 
Other regulars on the pregrem that_tele would become of 
prime importance 


aie s7GRGa wir. 
Daum, soprano; Virginia Mac W at- tire national economy, 
has done in the U. S. 


ters, coloratura (subbing for Jean 

rn Se —- a Noting “several statements” to 

inist, - Scuingna wir ane the effect that Canadian TV should 
be for Canadians and not used to 


Gustave Haenschen’'s orch. 
7 —_— broadcast non-Canadian material 


POOR RICHARD AWARD caus. it‘is very true that any na. 
TO DAVE GARROWAY 


tion’s communications media should 
Chicago, Dec. 6. 


be devoted to native arts, science 
Dave Garroway, Chi disk jockey 


sion, 
Speaking 
soon 


}e 22 . 
as 


aime 


just as it 





and progress. But isolationism 
here, as elsewhere, could easily 
be carried too far. We will miss 
an historic opportunity if we fail 


and TV star, has been chosen the 
1949 winner of the Poor Richard to encourage an exchange of tele- 
Award. vision services between our coun- 


tries. And by exchange, I certainly 
mean both ways.” 

Aveo exec predicted the U. S. 
industry would turn out 3,200,000 
receivers in 1956 and that total 


The gold medal presented by 
the Poor Richard Club of Phila- 
delphia is one of the top honors 
emanating from the advertising 


world. ‘ 

Chosen last year was Milton Sts in use by 1953 would number 
Berle Other resipients in past more than 20,000,000. At least 700 
years. include Gen. H. H. Arnold, stations will be on the air by that 


time also, he said, and TV's day- 
to-day audience will number some 
75,000,000 people. 


Gary’s WWCA to Preem 


Gary, Dec. 6. 


Citizens of Gary will be able to 

tune in a new station Dec. 12 
when WWCA hits the airways for 
the first time. 

Dee O. Coe, president and gen- 
eral manager, announced that the 
1.000-watt station will have its 
studios in the Hotel Gary. WWCA 
will operate 20 hours daily. 

Todd Branson, who will handle 
most of the station’s play by play 


Walt Disney, the late Will Rogers 
and Bob Hope. 

Garroway will plane east Dec. 
16 for the three-day eeremony, 
planning to telecast his “Garroway 
at Large” Sunday evening show 
from New York. 





Columbus, O0.— Robert French, 
general manager of WVKO, city’s 
only indie FM, last week resigned 
his post to form Bob French As- 
sociates. The firm will handle the 
production of “Ohio Go-Round,” a 
state news program introduced by 
French, af other radio features, 
presumably for the Standard Net- 
work, an Ohio web composed chief- 
ly of FMers and small stations. 


Kay Armen, Julie Conway, Chuck Goldstein, Travis Johnson, Alex in addition to pensions for fami-| French will maintain his offices at sports assignments, is program 
McKee, Lanny Ross and Conrad Thibault. lies thus bereft. WVKO. director. 
RE — —~ nt - — =! 


















































IT ISN'T NEWS— 


BUT IT‘ IS NEWS- 


CONGRATS, BOYS! 


We — 8,000% 





TWO SHOWS 1s THE ‘TOP 15’ 


that Raleigh’s “People Are Funny” is in Hooper's Top 15. 
Art Linkletter has kept it in EVERY REPORT for over a year! 


that Groucho Marx's FIRST trip to Hooper's Top 15 lands him in 7th 
place! You bet your life! 


And that Art Linkletter’s Pillsbury “House Party” is the most popular 
of all daily half-hour audience participators. 


JOHN GUEDEL RADIO PRODUCTIONS 


Network B — 4% 


Network C — 2% 


(We don't know whet this means, but it looks good, doesn't it7) 


cot 8 Petal te a arta —e- 
in Canadas en- 
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3- Speed Player Due for Victor 
Feb. 1; See LP’s for Red Seals 


RCA-Victor’s radio manufactur-+ 
ing division is preparing to put a 
combination machine on the mar- 
ket about Feb. 1 which will be 
equipped to handle all three record 
speeds—33 rpm Microgroove LP's 
45 rpm platters developed by Vic- 
tor’s engineers and the regulation 
78 rpm platters However, RCA 
spokesmen insist that the intro 





Pop Field Slumps In 
England, Sez Mills 


Jack Mills, president of Mills 
Music, who returned to New York 
Monday (5) from a two-month Eu- 





duct ion of an RCA playet that will ropean trip, declared that the pop 

a 0 9 -etnanas . ae Le. eee rs penaas AEE ee Pe AOD om aR rain Brom - 
reproauce tne Lr dIsKs aves fw sic iicld in Engiaid was” ii a 
necessarily mean that the organi- poor state and chiefly attributed 
zgation’s recording division intends 


. the slump to the tough economic 
manufacturing LP platters 


RCA‘’s move 


conditions which that country has 


as been 
has beer While abroad, 


more ol : 
been experiencing. 


less expected In spite of con- 4 . 

tinued denials reports persist he renewed publishing agreements 
that the company will, after the = — houses. , ¢ frest 

first of the year, begin marketing Although a num er 0 resn 
its Red Seal catalog on LP’s. And deals were made both with British 
; cod dian of ot diej. and continental publishers, Mills 

s logical that its home-set divi- #™ ’ 
it is log said that most of them had not 


sion precede such a move by be- 
ginning the manufacture of players 
built to spin the LP’s. That the 


been finalized and he preferred to 
wait a few more weeks before mak- 


a ; , > 
move wouldn't be made until after re an — yo - a 
Jan. 1 was also a foregone conclu- — ‘publish! - a oo i 
sion, since current models would '" SUCD publishing centers as Lon- 


don, Paris, Milan, Florence, Naples 


be drowned out of Xmas sales in 
and Rome. 


many instances by the advent of a 
more improved combination, i.e., 
one able to reproduce Microgroove 
sides. 

Even if RCA does go into the 
manufacture of 33 rpm recordings, 
the company’s execs say, the 45 
rpm idea brought to market earls 
this year by its engineers will defi- 
nitely not be dropped. The 33- 
speed would be applied only to 
classical material, where it is most partners, Irving Berlin and Saul 
valuable, and the 45 system pushed Bourne, waxed a bit warmer in 
for pop disks. N. Y. supreme court last week 

Record men see in this a possibie when Bourne moved to examine 
solution to the entire vari-speed the songsmith before trial in order 
ste nn that has bothered the disk to prove existence of certain 

usiness for some time. It might agreements made between the duo 
be that if RCA were willing to for- in 1944. In his suit, originally 
get its bitter fight with Columbia brought in 1946, Bourne wants 
Records, developer of the 33 sys- $10,000, while Berlin is asking $26,- 
tem, enough to produce its Red 000 in a counterclaim. 

Seal catalog on 33s, then CRC Bourne charges, among other 
might be willing to go along on things, that Berlin owes him syn- 
Columbia's chronization fees on two tunes and 
own seven-inch pop platters on 33 is responsible for damage to furni- 
rpm's have not been successful. ture that went with office space 
In this way the disk business could once leased to the songsmith. Lat- 
become eventually a two-speed ter contends in his counterclaim 
problem instead of the triple head- that Bourne has failed to pay him 
ache it is now. Capitol Records, certain royalties and also hasn't 
alone among the major companies, returned a sum set aside to exploit 
is in all three speeds at the mo- songs that later were assigned to 





Berlin, Bourne's 
Court Sparring 


Legal sparring between onetime 


a 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mule Train” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Mule Train” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Mule Train” 
Best British Seller 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 











Jones’ Teeth Dull 


Oi 20 11.b.U. bile 


It’s just a year since Spike 
Jones’ RCA-Victor recording of 
“All I Want For Xmas Is My Two 
Front Teeth” exploded into a hot 
holiday hit, on record and sheet 
music, and was being heralded as 
another “annual” bestseller. RCA 
reissued Jones’ disk weeks back, in 
preparation for the second big 
year for the tune, and so far it 
hasn't made the slightest portion 
of the noise it did last season. 

So strong was the belief that 
“Teeth” would become high again 
the second season around that 
Decca cut the laugh melody with 
Danny Kaye-Patti Andrews, and 
Columbia did it with the Mary 
Kaye Trio, in order to have com- 
petition with the Victor version 


ready for their dealers. They 
haven't been heard from since, 
either, although some copies are 


being sold, of course. 

Jones’ disk sold between 1,300.- 
000 and 1,400,000 copies last year, 
maintaining a selling pace well 
into February. Though the plat- 
ter has gotten slight attention from 
disk jockey popularity polls and 
has not once made bestseller lists 
this year, Victor says it will dis- 
pose of about 200,000 copies this 
season. That’s still not bad in 
view of today’s sales, but not near 
what was expected. 


Goodman Dishands 
After Manila Concert 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 

Benny Goodman, just back from 
a concert in Manila, has broken 
up his band. He plans to rest at 
home for two months. 

Before hopping to Europe in 
late spring, he will appear as 
soloist in several longhair concerts. 








new 45 pressing machines are be- 
ing installed in its Scranton, Pa., 


steadily rising, to the point where - 
VARIETY 


ment and it claims its 45 sales are Berlin's own firm. 
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Perry Como—“A Dream Is a! 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 








of these four. Best potential 


Wish Your Heart Makes”-“Bibbidi-| seems to lie in “Johnson Rag” be- 


Bobbidi-Boo” (Victor). Best re- 
cording of the two top tunes from 
Walt Disney’s “Cinderella” score. 
Como's handling of the ballad, 
“Dream,” makes it a clear-cut po- 
tential for both jocks and jukes. 
His lightly rhythmic, relaxed cut of 
the “Bibbidi” novelty is from the 
same cloth, nicely capturing the 
Saxton stimeonherea mith the sid of 


the Fontane Sisters. 


Jo Stafford - Johnny Mercer— 


“It's Great to Be Alive”’-“Yodel 
Song” (Capitol). From the Mercer- 
Robe:t Emmett Dolan score of 


Darlin’,” the rhythmic 
“Great to Be Alive” has a live 
chance at hitdom. A good song ex- 
cellently fashioned ‘by Mercer and 
Miss Stafford, backed by & vocal 
group and Pau! Weston, it sells 
smartly. It’s one of Cap’s best in 
recent weeks. Not as much can be 
said for the “Yodel” novelty, al- 
though the disk will get many jock 
spins. It’s well done. 

Andrews Sisters—‘“Blossoms On 
the Bough’-“Open Door, Open 
Arms” (Decca). A good coupling, 
although the trio has had better 
material. “Blossoms,” a good bal- 
lad melody and a fair lyric, aside 
from the title phrase, is well pro- 
duced, with the Lee Gordon Sing- 
ers*and Vic Schoen’s orchestra as- 
sisting. Utilizing the same back- 
ground setup, the trio does a solid 
job on the flipover, a tune that 
builds acceptance with every spin. 

Jerry Wayne—‘She Wore a Yel- 
low Ribbon”’-“! Gotta Have My 
Baby Back”; “Send 10 Pretty Flow- 
ers’-“Blue Ribbon Gal” (Colum- 
bia). If Columbia continues to 
punch with Jerry Wayne, the guy 
can click. These sides are all 
smartly turned, each, however, 
having heavy competition from 
other labels. Wayne's “Ribbon” 
runs along a solidly commercial 
trail on a bright beat; he does “I 
a good 
new tune, nicely though it’s not his 
type of material. On the second 
disk, Wayne clicks with both sides, 
his “Flowers” bouncing along a 
sales path (split by a socko guitar 
solo}, and “Blue Gal” continuing 
the same impression. They're ex- 
cellent sides for jocks. 

Russ Morgan — “Johnson Rag’’- 
“Where Are You, Blue Eyes”; 
“Send 10 Pretty Flowers”-“Care- 
less Kisses” (Decca). Morgan can 
get hot again on any one of three 


“Texas, Lil’ 





Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Week of Dec. 3. 


factory. CF HFOFEHH SHES OOD 
we — {Frankie Laine........ Mercury 
) ¥ AT? ‘ ) 
MUL® TRAIN (5) (Disney bid Coe Se. .... saeeeee. Decca 
CR “ armony » T CAN DREAM CAN'T I (12) (Chappell). .........0005005- Andrews Sisters........ Decca 
. : . { Ferry Como Te, ti 
. 4 P| . é ( e - Ay ° 
3 DREAMER’S HOLIDAY 3) (Shapiro B) oe eee ewer eee eee eee ) E. Wilson-Jenkins seeeets 
v9 _ , { Whitine-Wakely ........ Capitol 
Deal Status Quo 4. SLIPPIN’ AROUND (3) (Peer-Int.) ..... reensesacecoetonss Sn ore ‘apitol 
| DON’T CRY JOE (7) (Harms) { Frank Sinatra ........Columbia 
Whether Columbia Records Corp. patie. . yee Decca 
will discontinue its Harmony (49c) . , —_ { Frankie Laine. ........Mercury 
label permanently or eventually 6. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (14) (Robbins) ..... 'Mijij(j—jieie | lM lll lO 
revive the series is still undecided J 9. THERE'S NO TOMORROW (2) (Paxton) ........ noeceheae. TD ED. thatesccece ee 
with CRC execs. Company's tric: & §. 1 NEVER SEE MAGGIE ALONE (8) (Bourne) Kenny Robe .. Coral 
tion with Eli Oberstein, owner of : — — , on ourne) ... eee , 'Yy BOUUUER. .cccccee. Coral 
the Wright Record Corp., which 9. SOMEDAY (15) (Duchess) fv aughn Monroe......... Victor 
solely distributed Harmony sides ore ee UMills Bros. ....... . Decca 


¢hrough department store and simi- 
lar type outlets, has not been re- 
lieved as yet. And CRC is con- 
tinuing to hold up Harmony press- 
ings and recording dates, which 
were cancelled two weeks ago. 

Meanwhile, Columbia has cut 
some of the former Harmony art- 
ists and intends releasing the ma- 
terial made on its 79¢ Columbia 
series. Dates with Rosemary 
Clooney and Jeanette Davis were 
done during the past week, and if 
the situation isn't cleared these 
sides will find their way to market 
on the higher-priced platters. CRC 
released a Pearl Bailey disk on Co- 
lumbia this week; Miss Bailey had 
been a Harmony name 


Lacy’s Double Trouble 


ENVY (Encore) 


Jac k Lacy. WINS, New York ' " . . 
disk jockey, ran into double trou SATURDAY NIGHT FISH FRY 
ble R. t week Called to Hartford, 


his home town, due to the death 


@f his father, Lacy slipped on icy 

pavement and fell and broke his LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) 

elbow He was brought back to 

N. Y.’s Doctors hospital, where if IT EVER LOVE AGAIN (Paxton) .... 


an operation was required. 

His shows on WINS are being 
handled by a substitute. 

General Artists Corp. signed a 
Latin-musica! combination fast 

week called the Six LaMotta Bros 
Outfit actually is made up of six 
brothers and a girl singer, who is 
Rel a relative. 


FHFESE SHS SESHSEFSSFSFSSSSHFFFSFFFOSFOPEOFOOSSOF OOO FOOD 
a 
a 


$ CHARLIE MY BOY (Bourne) 


OLD MASTER PAINTER (1) (Robbins) 


DEAR HEARTS, GENTLE PEOPLE (Morris) 


GOT LOVELY BUNCH COCOANUTS (Cornell) . 
WHISPERING HOPE (Hanover) 
ROOM FULL OF ROSES (20) (Hill & Range) ... 


WHY WAS I BORN (T. B. Harms) e 
I'LL NEVER SLIP AROUND AGAIN (Peer-Int.) . 


MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (15) (Triangle) 
YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (17) (Algonquin) 
YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (9) (Barron-Pemora) 


THROUGH LONG, SLEEPLESS NIGHT (Miller) 


HOP SCOTCH POLKA (Cromwell) ... 


SHE WORE YELLOW RIBBON (Regent) . 


Second Group - 


eee ee eee ee eee 
ee ee eee ee eereeeee 
eee eee eee eee eee 


eee ee ee ec eee 


(Preview) 


ereeveeeeeee ee 
‘eee eee eee eeee eee ee eee ee ee eee 
eeeeee ee eee een eee ee eee eee 


{ Jack 
1 Jimmy 

(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
LEPFEFFEEFFEEFEPPPOSOFOO> ESOS FOES OSE OOS FEFEFEEFEFEFEFEFOOOSO ESSEC CSEEoee% = Lia Morris agency is setting up. 


Frank 


{ Bing Crosby 
1 Dinah 


** (Connie Haines......-. 
Vic 
j Eve 
"(| Blue 
Louis 
{ Dinah 
i Vie 
| Bing 
iJo 
j Frank 
lJo Stafford.... 
{ Art Mooney 
| Guy Lombardo 
§ Andrews-Morgan....... 


OS PES PESOS F008 6S * a 


Sinatra ... Columbia 


Shore 


. oa 

* 

+ 

pales b4 
ing Crosby Decca 
Di Si Columbia 
{Freddy Martin......... Victor 
°° (Prime Seale... ....c.c. London 
Stafford-MacRae........ Capitol 
{Sammy Kaye ......... Victor 
‘| Dick Haymes.......... | Decca 
.. Vie Damone...........Mercury 
Whiting-Wakely ....... Capitol 
{Fran Wearren......... Victor 
** | Buddy Clark..........Columbia 
§ Dick Haymes......... Decca 


Coral 
.Mercury 
Decca 
Barron M-G-M 

JOTEAR . cccccce: Decca 


shes eoaad Columbia 
..Mercury 
Decca 
Capitol 

. Columbia 
...Capitol 
...M-G-M 
Decca 
Decca 
Rainbow 


London 
.. Columbia 


Damone 
lyn Knight 


“eee eeer 


Shore 
Damone 

SEN. s ceceee 
Stafford 


Sinatra.... 


se eeee 


*#eeeees 


Miller 
je 


Dorsey 


oats oe 


cause of the song’s rising sales 
curve, plus the fact it gets a socko 
workout from Morgan, his vocalists 
and band. Closely behind, how- 
ever, comes the “10 Pretty Flow- 
ers” side. Morgan's solo vocal, in 
his usual ingratiating style, is 
backed by a fine arrangement and 
it should sell. “Blue Eyes” backs — 


‘Dp. 


entire outfit. 
is the flipover of 
It's a fair melody nice- 


chorused by the 
“Careless Kisses” 
“Flowers.” 
ly done. 

Vaughn Monroe—‘So 
Love’’-“There’s No One Here But 
Me” (Victor). “Love” is a waltz 
from Walt Disney's “Cinderella.” 
It’s an attractive piece of music, 
and Monroe and his Moon Maids 
whip it into something that will be 
played often but which doesn’t 
seem to carry hit punch. On the 
reverse, Monroe and/or Victor 
look for lightning to strike twice, 
for the tune is by Stan Jones, 
writer of “Riders in Sky.” It 
hasn't much of a chance. 

Frankie Carle — “Blossoms On 


This Is 


the Bough’-“My Rose Garden” 
(Columbia). Carle injects a lot 
more piano into the “Bough” side 


and the melody shines brightly un- 
der his key-mastery. Marjorie 
Hughes handles the vocal, an event 
which does neither any good, 
“Rose Garden" gets almost identi- 
cal treatment and makes no im- 
pression at all. 


Kay Starr-Jubilaires—“Game of 
Broken Hearts’-“Tell Me How 
Long the Train’s Been Gone” 
(Capitol). Nothing may come of 
eitber of these sides, but they're 
good. Miss Starr and the Jubi- 
laires, a vocal combo with a future, 
are a happy coupling. They work 
nicely, in torch, then rhythm tempo 
on “Broken Hearts,” and it sells 
smoothly. “Train,” a rhythm nov- 
elty of a sort, is in many ways the 
better side. It’s good jock piece. 

Ella’ Fitzgerald-Mills Bros.— 
“Fairy Tales”’-“I Gotta Have My 
Baby Back” (Decca). A good coup- 
ling. “Tales” has been reaching 
for the tall sales timber, and this 
side may do it. Run through a 
ballad groove part way, then 
bounced into a rhythm run, the 
side is a potential. Miss Fitz- 
gerald’s soloing on the reverse 
makes the tune more impressive 
than ever as a possible hit—at 
least on disks. 


Platter Pointers 


Axel Stordahl coupling of “Yes- 
terday’s Roses” and “Dormi 
Dormi,” vocalled by Ken Carson 
and choir, is excellent iock music 
(Columbia!}.. Mindy Carson 
turned a commercial pairing with 
the bouncey “All the Bees Buzzin’ 
"Round My Honey” and the ballad, 
“Too Whit Too Woo” (Victor) 
Best side Juanita Hall has made to 
date for RCA-Victor is her current 
“Blow Them Blues Away,” a solid 
rhythm piece. Buddy Clark's 
“You're Wonderful” a fine disk 
Decca put two ace hillbilly names, 


Ernest Tubb and Red Foley, to- 
gether on one disk and got two 
good sides—‘‘Tennessee Border 
No. 2” and “Don't Be Ashamed of 
Your Age” Phil UHarris, while 
he always hasn't had good ma- 
terial, is usually a lively per- 
former; he’s just the reverse on 
“Old Master Painter.” which re- 


quires his style of punch (Victor) 

Pearl Bailey’s “Saturday Night 
Fish Fry.” done with comedian 
Jackie Mabley, follows the “rent 
party” formula of the “Huckle- 
buck” hit Miss Bailey made with 
Hot Lips Page, and is a solid disk 
(Columbia)... Louis Jordan best in 
a long time and likely to grab a 
lot of disk-jock spins in _ his 
“School Days” (Decca) . Coronet 
Records issued a group of tunes 
by Jack Sheedy’s Dixieland jazz 
combo, among which is an inter- 
estingly done item titled “Gam- 
bler’s Blues” 

Standout western, hillybilly, race, 
polka, etc.;: Owen Bradley, “Great- 
est Mistake of My Life” (Coral) 
Joe Robinson, “Roll With the 
Boogie” (Victor) . Red Foley, “I 
Gotta Have My Baby Back" (Dec- 
ca) Hank Snow, “Nobody's 
Child” (Victor’.. Eddy Arnold, 
“Take Me In Your Arms and Hold 


Me” (Victor) Sokach-Habat Or- 
'chestra, “I Knew from the Start 
(Decca). 





Ethel Smith’s TV Yen 


Ethel Smith, the organist. opens 
Friday (9) in Chicago's Mayfair 
Room of the Hotel Blackstone for 
four weeks. 

She's due back in New York for 
her own video show which the Wil- 


J ie? . 1 
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Indie Televisors to Pay Interim Renal eae 
Coin to ASCAP; New Deadline Feb. | can There ve 


| 








Can There be TV 
American Society of Composers,¢- 


Without Music? 
Authors and Publishers have con- 
cluded an arrangement with the Cap itol Pushes 7-8 


“ 
televisor’s per-program committee | Christmas Disk 


which calls for the deadline on a_ Hollywood, Dee. 6. 
deal to be extended to Feb. 1. At Capitol Records’ will break 
the same time, the video men “Yingle Bells” and “I Yust Go 


Roanoke Electric Star 
Cues Song Composition 
Roanoke, Dec. 6. 
When the Roanoke Mercharts 
Assn. and the Chamber of Com- 


one of the many editorial features 
in the forthcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 








agreed that ASCAP will be paid Nuts At Christmas” as a national of merce erected a i00-foot electrical 
interim roy alty coin back to Jan. 1 release next week Platter was VARIET? ‘sta : ' 
) , i i star’ on Mill mountain within the 

last and forward to whenever the .....4.:103 90 ic woteict. WM setae — ARI TY Bi Letter Menitc,.. 4%. = oe ee , 
“two factions agreé “on a finai Con- ee ae omppaaeen ; vo i. an” ae ‘ 
sonal Minnesota entry but wide recep- Out Soon leadet F; reddie Lee an idea. He 
. . ' wrote a tune which he called 





tion in that territory has precipi- 


Coin angle prescribed that some “Magie City Star.” Then he called 


60 to 70 indie video operators pay tated a national release in Kav Lee ‘no relation). adve! 
ASCAP $50 a — in cases —— Harry Stewart handles the v« ~ Selani k W tising manager ot a Roanoke store 
a station's annual gross is youn er cals on the platter under the guise nic arms to do the words 

wed 150,000 and $180.00; 0178 of Yogi Yorgesson. Sanam 50 Gaye Gay Ras te cong 
a month from that figure to $300,- made the arrangements of the 
000, and $250 monthly for all above tunes. Stewart. a radio director, 
the $300,000 mark. It’s to be paid was once billed as “The Great 


on the 12-months past. or since — 
E Hindu Mystic” in vaudeville. He 


such time a station went into oper- , p soar L; a. 
ation, and until a dea! is concluded "45 @irecte ce Lassie program 
and also the Ai Pearce show. 


one way or the other, after which ; name singers. are by Ginger Crow- 
: , ‘an . . : singers, are_by Ginger Crow 
the proper amounts due the Society Cap will put full exploitation , tow and Chagien Maton 
¢ Values behind the Stewart } eater Major recording companies ran ‘© 4 aries ba 


Stewart lso 
own . written, arranged, tested, recorded 


Di IL and broadcast by Roanoke stations 
ajor IS ers The arrangement was made by 
Woody Caligan. arranger for Tex 
Benecke’'s orchestra. Vocals on the 


Ty ° 9 Benecke' ! : 
recording, which has been sent to 
i r all a flock of music publishers and 


leasing Organization, reminding 


Jimmy Van Heusen and Johnny 
Burke are in the process of mak- 
ing a hookup for the publication of ed to jump the prescribed Jan. 
their songs with the Paramount-Fa- release date. 





the terms finally laid down into a new angle on the release- 
ASCAP also agreed to indemnify date jumping situation last week. ~ 
the stations against infringement lr e- al Top firms received wires signed by Oll- ro uctive 
. or that was more or less a and advertising of the Selznick Re 
formality. Video outlets had been , 
however. each company that they had not 
Indie negotiating yet been licensed to market record- h 
deal they made is subject to re- : -. A ~ Get BMI Brus 
fusal by the others. That's not ex- “The Third Man. Wires implied 
retaliation if any company attempt- Hollywood, Dec. 6 
rary terms will be recommended 
do some housecleaning after the 
a " first of the year on its long list of 
Daile Skeds ]-Niter |Paramount Pictures. Paramount ered by the wires, since they feel 
y attorneys and Arnold Grant, B-VH that, though Selznick owns the contracts. Dope here is that a 
; number of contracts of all types 
week and Grant presented the to whom they can be responsible. oo il i aaa te 
Meadowbrook Fears team’s idea of a deai covering a for mishandling the song's release SP"'P8. “! = " a i . 
publishing affiliation. Whether it j ; cause of a lack of action by the 


will be computed on the basis of ‘ 7 a - 
liability, until a final deal is made, Robert Gillham, head of publicity 
3 eta 
operating without such protection, aramount é Pu IS ers Will 
committee 
only represented video operators in | Re laci Morris ings of “The Third Man Love| 
the discussions, of course, and the | D ing Song,” from the Selznick film, 
pected, however, since the tempo- 
1 Broadcast Music, Inc., intends to 
mous publishing setup, owned by . cs were a bi . sae 
P 4 P 7 Recording execs were a bit both affiliated and supported publishing 
A 1.20 t Lull Kid P legal re met in New Y rk last | | { 
al rep, me New York last “Thir an” . ar : 
t $ . 0 1a$ P hird Man” pic, the only party which expire next winter and 
would be the copyright owner, in i of BMI largesse 


Frank Dailey. constantly experi- will go through or fold again will this case Chappell Music. They recipients 
One of the most recent scissor- 


ee ,-° 
oa tr) «a 


menting with ideas for operation be known later this week or early didn’t like the 


of his Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., will trv a new one next 
Wednesday (14). He intends op- 
erating his spot as a ballroom for 
one evening, getting a flat $1.20 
admission to dance to Elliot Law- 
rence's orchestra with no minimum 
or no demand that patrons buy 
anything except entry. 

Idea has one purpose—to con- 
vince local teen-agers who have 
been staying away from Meadow- 
brook in droves that the spot is 
not an expensive proposition for 
an evening out. He feels once the 
kids are lured and glem the prices 
they'll agree and come back. He 


Burke-Van Heusen arrangement 
with Edwin H. ’ 
which at first called for a complete 
major publishing firm. then was re- 


has stopped paying B-VH the $3,000 
per month guarantee against 


unquestionably 
be followed by a division of 
copyrights they contributed to Mor- 
i It will be accomplished by a 
division of copyrights they contrib- 
is. It will be accom- 
plished by one side making up two 
lists, the other having the choice 


“implied threat” in 
Gillham's wire. 

Recorders say the incident was 
caused by an apparent indecision 
over a release date. It was origi- 
nally dated Jan. 1, then moved up, 
apparently by Chappell, to Dee. 15, 
then set back to Jan. 1, with Selz- 
nick’s wires pegging that date fast. 

Fact that none of the disk com- 
panies as yet has licenses on the 
song is in itself a preventive. Un- 
der the 1909 copyright law no disk 
company can market a “first” plat- 
ter of a new song unless properly 
licensed. After the first one ap- 
pears, others can follow without 8 
license under the compulsory 


ing jobs by BMI was its refusal to 
continue underwriting Freddy 
Martin's Fremart Music a couple 
months ago 


‘No Wholesale Cleanup’ 

BMI's Robert Burton, veepee in 
charge of publisher deals, con 
firms the report that BMI will drop 
some publisher contracts He 
states, however, that there'll Fe no 
wholesale cleanup. It’s stated tiat 
a number of deals now in existence 
will not be renewed, but that will 
occur only when present pacts run 
out. 

BMI's aim will be for “quality” 
affiliations rather than quantity. 








says he sagen | has —- -3 of either clause of the law. By withholding 
action in the calls to Meadowbroo A deal with Paramount, which all licenses, release dates can be — ey 

rT ” 4 ” . . .. b : b s 
to check on the —— _ — B-VH almost worked out a year or governed. Few publishers use the Paxton Adds Four to § _ = 
of which ye dou : . so ago following friction with Mor- law, however, because unless atune Powell, Chicago, and Leonard 
$1.20 ‘or $2.20 a couple) will be pis is somewhat of a natural since was a hot hit possibility pressing Stevens and Henry Marks, New 
needed to pay the freight. they are under contract to pen the issue might induce a disk com- York, have been added to the staff 
































_, Dailey devised 4 , y= scores for Bing Crosby's films, re- pany to bypass completely a new of George Paxton’s new Paxton 
idea on the theory that the cur- jenased by Par. song. Susie Gem. 

rent crop of teen-agers do not go 

to Meadowbrook because they fed pe — ; —— 

















UI SOON! 


The 
Hence, the dance idea at flat 


44th Anniversary Number 
admission as a lure and to impress 


upon the kids the fact that Mead- Of 


owbrook is comparatively cheaper 


than either the Sherbrook or Ivan- 
Forms closing shortly Usual Advertising rates prevail 


hoe. 
HAMPTON MAY PLAY 
Special exploitation advantages 
Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 


it’s too expensive for them. This 
opinion was based on the fact that 
his Sherbrook and Ivanhoe spots, 
both fairly close by, cater to much 
larger crowds though they're half 
Meadowbrook’s size. He feels that 
the onetime youngsters who once 
made Meadowbrook the name band 
spot it was are now grown and 
married, with their own financial 
problems, which do not caii for 
frequent nights out. And that the 
youngsters have heard so much 
about Meadowbrook and spiraling 
prices that they're afraid it’s too 
expensive. 











EUROPEAN CONCERTS 


Lionel Hampton's orchestra may 
go to Europe on a concert tour 
after the first of the year. Joe 
Glaser, Associated Booking head, 
who handles Hampton, is discus- 
sing a program that would cover 
almost the same Continental terri- 
tory as Louis Armstrong did sev- 
eral months ago. Nothing is con- 
cluded, however. ; 

Hampton's orchestra goes into 
Bop City, New York, tomorrow 
night (Thursday). 


LONDON, W.C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trefeigor Squere 


CHICAGO 1 
360 N. Michigen Ave. 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucce Sr. 


NEW YORK 19 
154 W. 46th Se. 





Billy Bishop orch replaced Chuck 
Foster at Mural Room, Baker ho- 

















tel, Dallas, for four weeks, j 


Report Cuba Bars Yank Musicers 
In Retaliation vs. Petrillo Pact Nix 


* President of the Cuban Federa- 


tion of Musicians is said to have 
refused entry of U. S. musicians 
bevond bands and combos already 
booked, in retaliation for the re- 
fusal of American Federation of 
Musicians president James C. Pe- 
trillo to consent to a reciprocal 
arrangement 

Outtits already set with contracts 

qitiiva ST TOp iaiia, Sais Goi ae * 
and Montmartre cafes assertedly 
were allowed in with the hope that 
the AFM would agree to a deal, but 
since it was rejected, U. S. book- 
ers have heard that after the cur- 
rent contracts are fulfilled, a halt 
will be called. There is no definite 
confirmation as yet, however 

Music Corp. of America booked 
Gene Krupa into the Tropicana, 
opening Jan. 15 for four weeks. If 
that deal is allowed to stand, Krupa 
will be working in opposition to 
Tommy Dorsey, due into Sans 
Souci Jan. 16 for four weeks, a 
contract already signed and sealed. 
Krupa was sold by MCA's Joe 
Sully, who just got back from 
Havana, while T.D.’s date was han- 
dled personatly by his manager, 
Arthur Michaud, although he also 
is MCA property. Sully also sold 
the Vagabonds for a run at the 
Tropicana sometime in March 

On the barring of U. S. mu- 
sicians, none of the New York 
agents seems to have clear infor- 
mation. Harry Kilby, of General 
Artists, who also was in Havana, 
says it's definite. Others say it's 
not, but they don't seem too certain. 
They say that by complying with 
Cuban musicians’ laws, which call 
for all foreign musicians to pay a 
$50 entry fee to the Cuban federa- 
tion, plus 5°) of gross income as a 
tax, plus 100° standby salaries in 
the event the club they play for 
doesn't also hire a Cuban band, a 
U.S. outfit can get through. Those 
terms were in effect, however, be- 
fore the report of the raising of 
barriers in retaliation against Pe- 
trillo’s refusal of } COMpOSEED. 


Publisher Buddy Young 
Threatens Suit If MPCE 


Doesn’t Recant on Rap 


Buddy Young, owner of Life 
Music Co., placed on the Music 
Publishers Contact Employees 
union unfair list last week for re- 
fusing to sign an MPCE basic con- 
tract and operate within its terms, 
has formally demanded that the 
union retract its action and state- 
ments or be sued for defamation 
of character, ete. MPCE and 
Young shipped each other regis- 
tered letters last week, Young re- 
fusing the union's missive, which 
formally advised him of the action 
taken, while the MPCE accepted 
his letter demanding the retrac- 
tion under threat of suit. 


Meanwhile, the MPCE has got 
10 acceptances from 11 major 
publishers for a general meeting 
to discuss ways and means of al- 
leviating the admittedly wide- 
spread payola situation. Confab 
will occur early next week, on a 
date not yet determined. MPCE 
had invited a total of 15 tep pubs 
to sit with its execs to go over the 
situation. 


Union is, in the interval, pro- 
ceeding with gathering evidence 
against musicmen breaking rules. 
At a meeting within the next two 
weeks, formal charges will be 
made egvast several music P peagee. 


HAVERLIN’S RADIO-TY 
SLOGAN: ‘50-50 BY ’59 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 6. 
Springing the slogan, “50-50 by 
59.” Carl Haverlin, Broadcast 
Music, Inc., president, to'd a Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters re- 
gional meeting here Monday ‘5) 
that his organization hopes to 
ichieve an even split on the amount 
of music used by radio and tele- 
vision Aim is to reach that 
prominence by the time the eur- 
rent radio contract with the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 

and Publishers expires in 1959. 
Haverlin pointed out the hit 
songs that BMI's publishers have 
promoted during recent months 
and thanked the regional men for 
their help in establishing the songs, 
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The DJ Poll voted her ‘most likely to hit the top’ 
—she proves it with her biggest pairing yet! 








Any - 


Just out! Stirring up terrific trade excitement! 
H 


Ze | —sONILTHE BEES ARE BUZZWN 
=) —_ PONY Hone 


Pius a new best-seller from England! 
Mindy’s first novelty! 


T00-WHIT! T00-WHOO! 


RCA VICTOR 20-3602 (47-3108*) 






Eddy’s got another loaded with sentiment, 
in the tradition of his all-time greatest! 


MAMA AND DADDY BROKE MY HEART 


THE CERTAIN SEVEN Take Me In Your Arms and Hold Me 


(Best-sellers that no dealer “ 
can afford te be without) RCA VICTOR 21-0146 (48-0150*) 


MULE TRAIN Vaughn Monroe 
20-3600 (47-3106) 


: 'S RELEAS 
to Fi vagy THIS WEEK ire=-= 








ERNIE BENEDICT 











A DREAMER’S HOLIDAY Perry Come (Both 78 rpm and 45 rpm. Numbers marked * are 45 rpm.) Marlene Woltz 25-1143 (51-0039") 
20-3543 (47-3036) - 
THERE'S NO TOMORROW Teny Martin POPULAR COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
20-3582 (47-3078) Mamo ond Daddy Broke My Heart EDDY ARNOLD 
THAT LUCKY OLD SUN Voughn Monroe So This Is Love VAUGHN MONROE Toke Me In Your Arms and Hold Me 21-0146 (48-0150") 
20-3531 (47.3018 There's No One H But M i . 
C-H-R-1-5-T-M-A-S "dey areal ee 20-3606 (47-3112") | Gotta Have My Baby Back DAVE DENNEY 
21-0124 (48-0127) A Dream Is A Wish Your Heart Makes Perry como My Bucket's Got A Hole In It 21-0147 (48-0151*) 
CLAIR DE LUNE Jose Iturbi 11-8851 (49-0176) Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo 20-3607 (47-3113") BLUES 
ee ee ee a ee ee ee ee gc — — PHIL NARS Southern Blues ROOSEVELT sYKes 
SLEEPER OF THE YEAR! decreed 20-3608 (47-3114°) ~My Baby Is Gone 22-0056 (50-0040") 
Climbing fast — grab it! All The Bees Are Buzzin’ DEALERS! Are you ringing up those extra profits with RCA 
THE 3 SUNS Round My Honey MINDY CARSON  Victar’s new Multi-Play Needle? Counter disploys. Co-op mots, 


Too-Whit! Too-Whool 20-3602 (47-3108*) end national advertising add up te easy sales. 
Close Your Eyes and Dream 


20-3583 (47-3079*) 
A) Al, 
The stars who make the hits are on... RA aes rs 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 











The “45” market is booming 
—with the world’s fastest, 
lowest-priced automatic changer! 





Over 50,000 of these changers moving every morith... 
over 50,000 new record-sales opportunities every month! Plays thru any set! 
Cash in! Keep a FULL stock of RCA Victor "45's"! 
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. | Parks Assn. Seeks Tie 
| PPPFPPEETD RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS | With Ballroom Group 
To Revise ASCAP Rates 
| a - aie Chicago, Dec. 6. 
VARIETY = + 8 y National Assn. of Public Parks, 
Survey of retail disk best > sic S Blisi. Pools and Beaches last week de- 
ete Poon = sapere +4 c . « 5 5 Si. S ele blr cided to ally itself with the Na- 
tained from leading stores tn E | 6 poe Sia 4 
11 cities and showing com- a | 2 2 $ ¥ E Olg!|#!iS$ig| o tional Ballroota Operators Assn. 
parative sales rating for this S | o e S Els | ¢ | Blieclielié| fT and seek a revision of the struc- 
and last week. 2 5 4 er a |@ | 8 & 5 é 2 A ture used by the American Society 
& is | 5 § ] | | r | y | i ~ L of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
° " = ° | g ; £ lishers in setting music-licensing 
= . atl site a National | Week Ending ~ | = ¢ S S ~ = = | 3 R22 fees. Organizations would like to 
a ™ | Rating D 3 = elgg i sif#igial ~ |g 4i see a change from the outmoded 
ec. ~ es </|§ . | & s § i\figs |\S | N method of computing individual 
This Last 4 2'3/186 so, ,8\e\s& eis | «| T charges on the basis of such fac- 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZziOoisa i@i'£/\1@\0' ln lela! ‘5S tors as size, etc., of a ballroom to 
: ————— — oe . = om a levy on gross income 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) Joe Malec, of Peony Park, 
! 1 “Mule Train” 1 1 1 ' 1 5 4 3 ¢ _2 - 89 Omaha, head of the NAPPPB mu- 
ANDREWS SIS.-G. JENKINS (Decca) _ — “ sic committee, and also a member 
2 2 “ft Can Dream, Can't I” e © 2 © 8 ff § f fF 88 | of a NOBOA, pointed out “in- 
a — ———————— ~-=-—- memes equalities” in ASCAP’s current 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
P ‘ “or o” system among ballroom operators. 
3 3 “Don’t Cry, Joe 10 4 3 5s 43 383 2 4 61 i: a 
— : eee cca. peemaarmin —_—_—— t was claimed, and figures backed 
| OMBARDO M. WHITING-J. WAKELY) (Capitol) 1 3 53 this up, that the footage theory 
4 — 4 ___“Slippin Around aos 9 3 al 3 3 - 2 -: _ brought about a situation wherein 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) some ballrooms grossing as much 
4g 
, 5 6 “That Lucky Old Sun” ee . fF 4 1 5 33 as others in different sections of 
d td — wee Ss eae = io 
an is FREDDIE MARTIN (Victor) the country paid widely different 
® 6 7 “A Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts”...... 7 7 6 6 8 7 2 sums One spot, which grossed 
Royal Ganadians EES Vid - $5,455, paid a $50 levy, while are 
7A 5 “Dreamer’s Holiday” . 4 ) 10 6 ‘ 7 10 20 other spot paid a similar tap with 
i = : os = : —— a gross equal to 20 times as much 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) rage recei ™ : ; 
' 73 8 “You're Breaking My Heart” - 2 6 5 po ee SS ae 
Now Greater ‘< von % S Ne, . Sete a ane ———— taken from 60 ballrooms amounted 
YOGI YORGESON (Capitol) to a gross of $60,000 and ASCAP 
Than Ever! 8 9 “Jingle Bells” rae 4 Ss fees of $500 
’ FRAN WARREN (Victor) e - Malec suggested that NAPPPB 
9 10 “Envy” a 6 4 8 = . = 15 members taken a similar sample 
——ii “MORGAN (Leadon ——---— poll and act in concert with the 
” 10 13 db mening ~ sand ondon s 8 8 12 NOBOA. Malec also explained that 
— - . —— e- SL ame - - _—— a survey was being taken to de- 
1 10 Se 8 5 9 11 termine the percentage of Broad- 
Just Released! = — — ——, x oes a —+______— cast Music tunes being used in re- 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 10 lation to ASCAP-controlled musie 
12 “Mule Train I = and that its results would control 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG (Decca) negotiations with BMI on licensing 
13 TT 7’ ........ + «sseeeeses io : 2 —_ 9 contracts 
) JERRY WAYNE (Columbia) Report also suggested the 
14 “She Wore a Yei'ow Ribbon” ea 3 8 NAPPPB seek a revision of copy- 
JOHNNY LONG (King) meee nee ————- right laws, but it was not clearly 
5A 16 “Build - rate to he 4 ; 7 explained along what lines and for 
= —_ — od nA — ——_—— — what purpose. Malec also is head- 
7 JACK TETER (London) ing a committee seeking to gain re- 
“ ” 10 5 7 > 
15B = Johnson Rag : ’ ee To a lief from the 20°) tax 
(it’s Later Than You Think) SAMMY KAYE (Victor) - - — 
I5C_ .. “Careless Kisses” Js esees — a nm ~— 2 7 , 
INK SPOTS (Decca) Decca’s 12'c Divvy 
coupled with 16A .. “Echoes” a ae 5 = _-- 6 Decca Records’ board of direc- 
OWEN BRADLEY (Coral) tors declared a regular quarterly 
16B “Blues Stay Away From Me” 5 a -- +. » 6 dividend of 12'2c. a share on cap- 
“VAUGHN MONROE ‘Victory  — ital stock. 
16C 15 “That Lucky Old Sun” 2 as 5 6 Coin is disbursed Dec. 28 to 
- ——- WHITING.J. WAKELY —— - a Shareholders of record Dec. 14. 
17A_.. “I'M Never Slip Around Again” — , 6 —_ 5 
“~ TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
178 15 “Toot, Toot, Tootsie Goodbye”... .. .. 8 ——— = 5 FRANK WALKER 
J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Capitol) QL. . bf , 
17C “Kehoes” = ss @ = 5 thy dhowmastyy (nomad 
‘JAN GARBER (Capitol) — , 
Decca 24825 17D “Jealous Heart” | - —_ 5 WELCOMES YOU TO THE 
G. JENKINS-E. WILSON (Decca) EX OT 
+ 17E .. “Dreamer’s Holiday” = ....... ss = 5 ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 
YOGI YORGESON (Capitol) Sth at Spring St. LOS ANGELES 
17F . “I Just Go Nuts at Xmas” —_—Ts ee es ee 6 5 x 
deetinad ~~ PTEX BENEKE (Victor) + ls pm, 
. . oo . . , ” $$ rou c- 
Current Lombardo 17G 16 “I Can Dream, Can't I”. ..........-. = 6 5) sore ee oe. 
if our friends in show 
Best-Sellers! | 1 2 | 3 4 5 business. And now 
FIVE TOP | soutn pacieic merry CHRISTMAS JOLSON SINGS NIGHT BEFORE | KISS ME, KATE ~ Gan = 20 . 
HICAGO AGAIN CHRISTMAS Frank Walker serv. 
Cc A L B U M cS Broadway Cast = Bing Crosby Al Johon Fred Waring Broadway Cast oe aaa ; 
DARDANELLA ' , theatrical rate! 
? Columbia Decca Decca Decea Columbia S DRIVE-IN GARAGE 
Decca 24795 bao stale 7 lt wl, al 
JUST A KISS APART Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
SVE SVE BABY No. of ! No. of WISE PROGRAMMING 
Decca 24793 Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Pe ..cskeewes 6 179 London 2 19 
THE MUSIC GOES eer eT 3 Ee | SEED co cccoscscoscocees i ll CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 
4 PTI rte 8 91 King ........... Toccccesvess i 7 
ROUND AND AROUND Capitol ® 90 | Coral 1 6 
HOT TIME IN THE OLD JUNGLE 
e 
soe pecce 2a7e2| ON the Upbeat Pittsburgh Band Reviews 
c Harry Bigley’s band winds up BAY PEARL ORCH (11 DRUMS 
Ley » >» ‘ ni 4 ) 
THE BLUE SKIRT WALTZ New York 1g eg Tanale Resa. Dec. 17, N,, With Darlene Benson 
Don Cornell leaving Sammy "°le!’s Triangle Koom Vee. I’. NO Muehiebach Hotel, K. C. 
HOMECOMING Kaye's orchestra to begin soloing, 5¥¢cessor named yet... Jack Wal- Stand of the Ray Pearl orch in E. B. MARKS 
D 24714 Kaye auditioning for a replacement ‘® into Bill Green's Friday (9) for the Terrace Grill of the Muehle- 
ecca : . two weeks, with Tommy Carlyn re- bach is getting to be a regular 
Phil Braunstein, band and mus- obi . event, with Pearl in for a fou- —— 
HOP SCOTCH POLKA ic biz accountant, snagged three turning there Dec. 23 following en- week date for the fifth time in as — 
sailfish, one a rare one. on Florida %48ement at Trianon, Chicago ... many years. A crew designed for 
(Scotch Hot) vacation Decca reissuing Mildred meoetwenss trie inte ,4— ae clubs, hotels and ballrooms in the The American Love Song 
+ io tee nd or indefinite stay ...Slim Bryant’s midwest territory, Pearl is stick- 
DANGEROUS DAN os disks to aed build financial Wildcats, KDKA hillbilly outfit, ing pretty much te the pattern of { CANT GIVE you 
McGREW aid of ill singet Coleman Haw- signed to play for regular Saturday music he has eschewed in the past, 
Decca 24704 kins in Paris to start new Contin- night square and round dances at with a bit of added emphasis on 
ental concert tour.. Alan Dale in- East Pittsburgh Boosters Club... the sweet and soft rhythms. ANYTHING BUT 
to Paramount theatre. N. Y.. after Trombonist Tommy Turk rejoined Instrumentation includes pair of 
‘ & re gy Deuces Wild at Carnival Lounge trumpets, pair of trombones, three 
' first of year and set for Milton after finishing up latest “Jazz at reeds, recording bass, piano, drums LOVE, BABY 
Berle TV show Jan 10 £Russ Philharmonic” tour for Norman and guitar. m the vocal side, 
* Carlyle orchestra had its Thanks- Granz. . . Gloria Bergman, drama band has Darlene Benson to war- 
giving dinner aboard a bus travel- school graduate of Carnegie Tech, ble the novelty and rhythm tunes, Music by eee 
ling between Maryland and Boston, joined Wes Parker's orch as fea- Pat Herman from the trombone 
RECORO'S turkey and trimmings pre-cooked tured vocalist. She's a niece of section to handle ballads, Don JIMMY McHUGH 
and spread out at 2 a.m. on the Brian McDonald, former musical Decker from the trumpet section 
| wing into Totem Pole, Auburndale, comedy leading man and now mc. to sing rhythm tunes, and the | MILLS MUSIC 
j Hub suburb. i (Continued on page 53) ‘ (Continued on page 53) ' 
{ 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Federal, state and local government “should consider seriously what | 
can be done to further the arts in our country,” U. 8S. Secretary of | 
Labor Maurice J. Tobin points out in the current issue of Allegro, 
monthly house organ of Local 802, American Federation of Musicians. 
His proposal for Government support of culture particularly empha- | 
sizes that state-assisted American writers, composers, painters, etc., 
would obviously have free rein for their expressions in contrast to the 
Soviet Union, where the subsidized artist ‘must do as he is told.” 

“As a first step.”’ Tobin writes, “it might be advisable for leading 
groups in our midst to appoint a commission of outstanding citizens, 
specialists in the various arts, to examine the state of the arts in the 
Tr, S. and to make recommendations, after detailed study, to those in 
positions of influence and authority.” He opined that organized labor, 
“which would, of course, be represented on such a commission, would 
thoroughly ‘support such a project.” soiles i. 

Invited by Local 802 to discuss the views of the Department of 
Labor on problems which affect musicians’ livelihood, Tobin also felt 
that “as a country we should devote more of our resources to maturing 
our human resources, not only physically but also spiritually and cul- 
turally. I think that we must in coming years seek out the talented 
youngsters—the potentially good artists and help them so that our 
country can materially contribute even more richly to the cultural 
growth of the democratic world.” 











Disk jockey Fred Robbins, a neighbor of Port Washington, L. T.. 
housewife Mrs. M. Levine, heard her entertain at several local parties 
and urged the femme to try her hand at pop songwriting. He introed 
her to Milt Ebbins, Billy Eckstine’s manager, and Harry Myerson. 
M-G-M recording director, which resulted in her “Temporarily Blue” 
being recorded for the first time. Mrs. Levine, who uses the pseudonym 


of Evelyn Danzig, authored “Blue” with Lucille (Mrs. Fred) Robbins 
She also collabed with Jack Segal on “Scarlet Ribbons Both tunes 
are published by Mills Music. Tyro tunesmith, incidentally, is the 


sister of N. Y. Times sports scribe Allison Danzig 


Foy Willing and his Riders of the Purple Sage do the backstopping 
on Doris Day's last four sides for Columbis being billed as 
“Country Cousins” instead of under their own name. Reason for this 
is that the backstopping outfit is now under exclusive contract to RCA- 
Victor. Before signing that deal, however, Foy had done the accom- 
paniment to Miss Day on the Columbia oatunes. Columbia, not wanting 
to publicize a rival label, dug up the “Country Cousins” billing. “Quick- 
silver,” most recent of the Day-Willing hoedown efforts, is breaking 
for a big hit. incidentally, and other major companies are hurrying out 
their own versions. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





but they're 








Covers Tota) 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin* Waldorf (400; $2) G 2.175 20.200 
Guy Lombardo Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) 10 2.425 22.775 
sammy Kaye Statler (450; $1.50-$2) l 1.950 1.950 
Don McGrane* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) 10 1,275 - 11,475 
* New Yorker has “Salute to Cole Porter” show. Waldorf, Peter 
Lind Hayes-Mary Heal) 
Chicago 
Bill Bennett ‘Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 250; $2 min.-$1 cover). Holding 
at fine 2.000 covers 
Wayne King ‘Marine Room, Edgewater, 700: $1.20 cover). Slippery 
roads caused skid to 3,000 tabs. 
Dick LaSalle ‘Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Kay Thompson doing neat 3,000 covers 
Frankie Masters ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 
Ice Show way up. with Agricultural Exposition helping to 4,725 covers 
Jack Nye ‘(Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Hildegarde sharp at 4,300 covers. 
Bill Snyder ‘College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min_). 


. - ' 
eowiy, 


“College Inn 


’ ‘ OAM *#4ekbse 
evweee v.vuy vaws. 


Los Angeles 


Eddie Fitzpatrick ‘Ambassador, 900; $1.59) 
week, 2.150 covers 

Henry King ‘Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Twelfth week. 1.975 covers. 

Eddie Oliver ‘Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Slow 750 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels | 


(Chicago) 

‘Trianon: $1-$1.15 adm.). Dropped to $.000 admissions 

‘Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Dean Martin 
neat 4,000 tabs. 

Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


With Carl Brisson, fifth 


Tommy Carlyn 
Cee Davidson 
and Jerry Lewis: 
Teddy Phillips 
8.800 admissions. 
Freddie Nagel ‘Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min-80c cove: 
reno out Tues. ‘29). Xmas show doing slow 1,700 covers 

(Los Angeles) 
Harry Owens-Leighton Noble (Aragon, Sania Monica’). Thirteenth 
weekend for Owens; third week for Noble; okay 7.100 admissions 
Harry James ‘Pailadium B., Hollywood). Second week slower, 9,875. 
admissions. 


, 


Cut because of cold nip, to 


Buddy Mo- 
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"Best British Sheet Sellers 








(Week ending Nov. 26) 
London, Nov. 29. 

Breaking Heart Sterling | 
1 Don't See Me Yonnelly | 

Harry Lime Theme happell 

Confidentially New World 

Forever and Ever... .F. D. & H. 
Wedding Samba....... Leeds — 
Hop Scotch Polka Leeds | 
Leicester Square Rag Norris | 

I'll String Along Feldman 

Careless Hands Morris 
Shaw! Galway Grey Connelly | 
Echo Told Me Lie’ Sterling 
F LAINE Second 12 | 
FRANKI Mon.. Tues., Wed. Dash | 

Rose in Garden Weeds B c 
39 Snowy White ei | 
“MULE TRAIN Buy Killarney P. Maurice 
Riders in the Sky Morris 
ond Baby Its Cold Morris | 
99 Kiss in Your Eyes Bosworth | 
“Tuck Old Sun December Bradbury Wood | 
Too-Whit, Too-Whoo Reid | 

Angelus Ringing Southern 

ON MERCURY RECORDS Is It Too Late Yale 
F.D. & H 











Phillips Back to Baton 


Panto at Palladium 
London, Dee. 6. 

Woolf Phillips, leader of the 

Skyrockets orchestra at the Lon- 


don Palladium, who quit suddenly 
a couple of weeks ago, due to dif- 
ferences with the band, who are a 
cooperative organization, is return- 
ing as head of the orchestra on 
Christmas for Val Parnell’s panto- 
mime, “Goody-Two-Shoes.” 
Phillips will stay on after the 
panto, to lead the band for the 
vaudeville session. 


ri..t. = e. . 
“asectas MCV Gs; iN: 6. 
Buddy Rocco Trio to a 
contract. 


“$i REG “iis 


one-yeal 


a ee eS = ee ee ee SoS 


Goday Begins Action 


On His New Pub Co. 


Happy Goday, who recently ex- 
ited Leeds Music and its affiliated 
firms, has begun action on his own 
firm in New York. Titled Goday 
Music, so far unattached to either 
Broadcast Music or American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, the firm is licensed in 
California and will be in N. Y. 
within the next weeks 


Goday’s first 


g~ ‘ + ' 


couple 

song is titled “Su 
Los Angeles housewife, an amateut 
songwriter. 


“EIFFEL TOWER’ FILM 
SCORE SET BY REGENT 


Regent Music will publish the 
score of the Irving Allen-Franchot 
Tone French-made film, “The Man 
in the Eiffel Tower,” being re- 
leased in the U. S. through RKO. 
It's the second RKO film music 
chore for Regent; it is now han- 
dling the tune, “She Wore a Yel- 
low Ribbon,” from the film of that 


name now on release. 

Film contains two songs by 
VExheb-Alichet-H 4a. ete-dn 
Paris starring Tone Charles 


Laughton and Burgess Meredith. 
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The Most Unusual 
The Best Selling 
Version of ALL 


“THE OLD MASTER 


MERCURY GIES 10U A WinWeR/ 





PAINTER” 








Richard Ha 


MERCURY 5342 


WON. BREAKABLE RECORDs 
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Bye Bve Baby Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”...... J. J. Robbins 
Dime a Dozen Morris 
Fiddle Dee Dee is @ Cpe COU”... .cccsccsccaese Harms 
Happy Times Inspector General’ Harms 
Hop Scotch Polka Cromwell 
Ii | Ever Love Again Paxton 
] Never See Maggie Alone Bourne 
i” as esses Ce ee Miller 
Let's Harmonize Oxford 
OS re Laurel 
Now That I Need You . ££ ££ 2S oeerrrrree Famous 
Old Master Painter Robbins 
Someday You'll Want Me Duchess 
Souventi Beacon 
Winter Wonderland BVC 
Wishing Star BMI 
You're All I Want for Christmas Porgie 
You're Always There BVC 
You're In Love With Someone Top O' the Morning” Morris 


You Told a Lie Bourne 











Joe Higgins. assistant to Manie i ? 
Sacks. returns to work at Colum- Autry S Rudolph Tops 
bia Records, New York, next Mon- . 
day (12). after a brief hospital As Col. Disk-Seller 
= es oe Columbia claims that Gene Au 
tumor : P 
S — z iry's “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.” essentially a kiddie 


PERFECT PROGRAM NUMBER 


VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


+ 
++¢¢¢++ ( Wusical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) *****+++ 


Compiled for )ARTETY 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright inc All Rights Reserved) 

legends and other basic background information, attendant te the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct 6, 1948, issve when the Variety Song 
Cavalcade started publication serially is suggested that these installments be 
clipped and filed for future reference. 

Attention is hereby <alled to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may net 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 

1937—Continued 

early as 1926 put on the N. Y 
Symphony Orchestra; by '29 its air- 
ing of the Philadelphia Orchestra 
had obtained a sponsor ‘Philco). In 
30, CBS started a series with the 


+ 
» 
> 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
a 
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Variety 


Carolina students worked out 
the steps of The Big Apple, a modi- 
fied square dance which took the 
younger generation by storm 


The public happily joined Ron- 


ald Colman and Jane Wyatt in the N. Y. Philharmonic. Others fol- 
motion picture, “Lost Horizon.” lowed But the milestone was 
Be > Cention K f Swin really reached when Arturo Tos- 
~ : th ,- ae rt th — canini was approached in his 
ee , y ' kB , 6 -_ "3.000 por native Milan and persuaded to 
SB new sae 7 2 om. ©: come to America for NBC. On this 
assembled. most of them high 


memorable occasion, the--audience 
of about 1,000. were supplied with 
satin programs so that the 


school students. By 7:30 the crowd 
was so large that 10 mounted po- 











for the HOLIDAY SEASON 


SLEIGH RIDE 


by LEROY ANDERSON 








Recorded by ARTHUR FIEDLER 
and the BOSTON “POPS” ORCH. 
(RCA-Victor) 

A Sell-Out from Coast-to-Coast! 











MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway - New York 19, N. Y. 
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. BOURNE 
TO LIVE 





disk, is the biggest seller it has 
had in many a moon. Company as- 
serts that it had one day last week 
during which it shipped total dis- 
tributor orders of 102,000, a phe- 
nomenal figure in the current mar- 
ket, and that the platter has been 
moving out of its factories at the 
rate of 30,000 a day. Those are 
shipped pressings. not necessarily 
sold, In three weeks, 
over 500,000 have been pressed. 
CRC has no competition among 
the major companies on Autry's 
recording. Not one has so far re- 
a version. Dana Records, 


indie label, last week turned out 
one by Ted Black's orchestra. 

Columbia sells Autry’s record- 
ing of the tune at two price levels. 
One is dispensed in a kiddie-type 
envelope at $1 and the other is 
handled by the pop division at the 
regular 79c. tap. 

Tune is selling strongly in sheet 


of course. 


leased 


music form, too. Music Dealers’ 
service, New York jobber, which 
handles the heaviest amount of 


music flowing between publishers 
and dealers, reports the tune No. 
1 on its listing of Xmas _ songs. 
Other jobbers cross-country list it 
on top or near the top. 


‘ Goodman. 


licemen were assigned to control 
it. There was frenzied dancing in 
the aisles by these teen age “jit- 
terbugs” or “alligators,” who were 
adding to the American vocabulary 
such expressions as “in the 
groove,” “spank the skin,” 
“schmaliz.” “boogie woogie,” “jam 
session” and ‘“killer-diller.” 

The next year or two, youngsters 
knew the names and reputations of 
Tommy Dorsey, Artie 
Shaw, Gene Krupa, “Count” Basie, 
Teddy Wilson, Louis Armstrong, 
Jack Teagarden, Larry Clinton and 
innumerable others as a seasoned 
baseball fan knows his professional 
players. 

During this general period, odd- 
ly enough, appreciation of good 
music was one of the most remark- 
able phenomena of the decade. 
Part of the credit belonged to the 
WPA, which offered music courses 
(along with other cultural arts) 
and maintained 36 symphony or- 
chestras at the beginning of the 
30's. Even more credit belonged 
to radio. For a long time, radio 
executives ‘especially those who 
approved the programs dreamed 
up by ad agencies) were convinced 
listeners did not want good music. 
But for a long time before, broad- 
casting companies had been ex- 
perimenting with music of high 
quality——-partly for prestige, partiy 
to impress those who wanted radio 
‘to be “more cultural.” NBC, as 


great 
maestro and his musicians would 
not be distracted by the rustling 
of paper. 

The armies of Franco were be- 
sieging Madrid, and America’s 
farce of “non-intervention” smooth- 
ed the road for Mussviiai io heip 
him. In midsummer, the Japa- 
nese began systematic attacks upon 
China, thus adding a new major 
invasion to the lengthening list of 
international aggressions. Amer- 
ican women debated whether or 
not they should wear lisle stock- 
ings on behalf of suffering China. 

Public libraries did a landslide 
business, as contestants all over 
the nation spent every spare mo- 
ment on the Old Gold Puzzle Con- 
test. 

Joe Louis 
Braddock at Chicago 
titular heavyweight champion of 
the world. ‘It was not until the 
following year, however, that he 
kayoed Max Schmeling.) 

Edgar Bergen leapt into national 
publicity when he and dummy 
Charlie McCarthy became features 
of the Chase & Sanborn program. 


knocked out Jim 


to become 


His phenomenal success disproved | 


the accepted theory that a ventrilo- 
quist act would be lost on listeners. 

Amelia Earhart Putnam flew 
from New Guinea 
land Islands, was never seen again. 
(During a stopover, at Hawaii, a 


‘plaque was dedicated to Miss Ear- 


towards How-| 


PA 
Richard Himber’s new development im logging broadcast perform {RETAIL S 
ances lists tunes in the survey based on four major network schedules t , 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaming instrumental | 
2 points for sustaining vocals 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for | | 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of ‘he 3 major pe . VARIETY | ns | | 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vecal in a ; - coum 4 | » 
tl ree territories counts 12. Added to these totals s the listener ratings Survey of retail vo, - 4 j 3 | 5 Ss 8 ie 8 
of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. sales, based on reports o tatne . z ¥ | e | 
Week of Nov. 25 to Dec. 1 from leading stores in 12 cities ® .| & 5 2 | 3 
First Guus ; and showing comparative sales j | Be & 3 o $ 3 S| . 
. : Publishers rating for this and last week. Ss vieifZ!gi ~lelizis} o 
Songs oo Sie BiBiS Sisisglis2#iz2izs 
A Dreamer's Holiday Shapiro P a 4 g Pa Oo | 3 c = 4 T 
“Ain't She swe cae WIT. Tory Advanced 4... ee pee yn oe 215 AZiSligisleleiSisi 2a 
A Thousand Violins rhe Great Lover” Famous ° = - = Sidaie|® 2 Ssi0's 1S L 
Charley My Bo Bourne | vio Week Ending = = 52 7\% 6 g\tliay 2 
Dear Hearts and Gentle People Morris . - a Oo & 96 w~ < = = > == Fy Pp 
Don't Cry Joe Harms aos D 3 ye ei ig mtigiai#a®i<|/518)12;/9'0 
Festival of Roses Witmark ec. > © x § 8 a v | ~ s é 1 
Hush Little Darlin Mi — This Last s bs ba ._ = r° a F £ a ¢ = 4 
] Can Dream Can't I Chappell » wh Title and Publisher es = gsia ec 5 FS is — 
Jt's a Wonderful Life Lombardo . ‘ . — a 0) s 2 Hh Hh = olm af a s 
] Want You to Want Me “Oh You Beautiful Doll” Mills - : rm 4 : - _ a 
Soe Ei fenc4tlie Meten® Srenn cme > 2 Lucky Old Sun” (Robbins) _5 2 6 1 3 2 5 6 3 1 1 5 102 
Last Mile Home Leeds 2 3 “Dreamer’s Holiday” (Shapiro-B) 1 1 1 7 6 3 i 4 3 2 2 90 
Maybe It's Because eee ee cence cece eee eteeeeces ec 3 4 “Cam Dream, Can't (Chappell) 2 4 3 2 2 =... 3 2 2 5 #7 3 86 
Merry Christmas Waltz — 4 5 “Don’t Cry, Joe” (Harms, Inc.) 7 3 2 38 aes see eee 
hivie Tr: a ging ; «”” . a = = “ae on 3. ee _ 7 — — . _ — = 
— Campbell 5 2 “Mule Train” (Disney) 3.8 5 5 4 «#41 3 4 10 56 
ayiv ree . “_©6©©©€=CTmhm.t~<~S—sé‘< HC > 7 = eee —_ ” _— — — a _—— — pa we — 
River eine Remick 6 6 Slippin’ Around” (Peer-Inter)... 4 7 6 F- & &€ tEeT 6i Ss 
en oo a ae = @6@6t—“(‘é‘“=“#é=éEnL nn wed OS GODS RON Hill & Range 7 a g “Dear Hearts, People” (Morris) : 6 5 ia a 10— ; 6 5 6 22 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeet St —s 8 “Rudolph, the Reindeer” (St. Nich) 6 2 4 21 
Sonta Claus Is Coming to Town els 9 rr = y er ery = - - " 
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon--!“She Wore a Yellow Ribbon’ Regent Ses Sy Ease” (eee! 5.5 4 asl 20 
Siippin’ Around Peer 10 a 12 “Hop Scotch Polka” (Cromwell) 8 6 4 9 10 i8 
Stay Well Lost In the Stars” Chappell LIA 13 “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Range) ic - 7 4 7 10 17 
Tiat Lucky Old Sun oe 11B. 8 “Jealous Heart” (‘Acuff-Rose) 9 “9 : % 7 % % i7 
There's No Tomorrow ‘ ont 12. il “White Christmas” (Berlin) 4 9 8 7 16 
Tox ‘oo Tootsie JOSE Sings gain 3 : — : 
. fl _ ea , a Berlin 13 10 “Someday” (Duchess) 10 9 10 5 8 13 
Younger Than Springtime South Pacific” Williamson 14 “Old Master Painter’ (Robbins) 8 4 10 
You're Breaking My Heart =  ——— .«seseeeeees Algonquin 
ry FHEPEFOPHFFFSOFISO SISOS SOS OSO POSES OOOO OOOSPOOOS 0 When originally set in place, 


the stone bearing the plaque broke 
trom the foundation and fell face 
downward, arousing an old super- 
stition among Hawaiians that the 
flier would never return to the 
islands.) 

Stage hits of the year were “You 
Can't Take It With You.” “Brother 
Rat.” “Room Service.” Maurice 
Evans’ “King Richard IIL.” 

John D. Rockefeller died at the 
age of 97. 

Joe DiMaggio led the American 
league in batting for the first, but 
not the last time (he was first man 
again in '40) 


Skiing, once the sport of the 
privileged few, was taken up by 
the masses, and snew trains and 


buses came on the American scene, 
operating out of New York, Chi- 




















cago, Pittsburgh, Portland, San 
Francisco and other cities 
1938 
A-Tisket A-Tasket. w.. m., Ella 
Fitzgerald and Al Feldman. Rob- 
bins Music Corp., cop. 1938. 
Bach Goes to Town. Prelude 
(Continued on page 60) 
— ne oe es 
it's Music By 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ONCE IN A 
LIFETIME 


(From Earl Carroll's “Vanities™) 
(Robbins Music) 























THE EVER POPULAR 
STANDARD 





| DO 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 1? 






































WALTER WINCHELL seys — “Mule Train has been replaced in the local record stores by 


DOLPH THE RED-NOSED REINDEER 


Thanks to GENE AUTRY'S Smash COLUMBIA Recording 





All Material Ready on “HAPPY NEW YEAR, DARLING” — In Preparation, “MIST ON THE MOON“ 
ST. NICHOLAS MUSIC PUB. CO., 1619 Broadway, New York 19 — JU 6-5157 
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MOST PLAYED SONG 
(Nov. 25-Dec. 1) 
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Performer Union Names Henry Dunn .[ *vsw:".<<» ~~ | Havana Making Pitch for Tourist 
Exec Head, Connors Runner Up | ‘vss. since" Trade With Top U.S. Talent as Lure 


Fo ? 

A eo = nase agen ¢ Havana, Dec. 6. 
administrative secretary of the — " oe See vo we » Be Havana is making a serious bid 
American Guild of Variety Artists Las Vegas Niteries In on Gnestatnere Paris Lido Club Revue (80) for the tourist trade that —ae- 


at a meeting of the executive board eo & @ lv hits Miami and Miami 


last week. Dunn, along with AGVA Hassle Over Chorines | 2 emvsins byline fearure in the To Fly to Nice Carnival Shsiire ant Gate operators ent 

















| Henry Dunn was named national¢ 














organizer Vic Connors, were the ‘ upcoming ' 
. : ae . >. . vs) 1 2 : » i< = 
only candidates considered by the Las Vegas, Dec. 6 . Paris, Dec. 6 — pg | history of * s Ys 
yi ‘ ; a: , : . ' » } 4 
board. With eight board members Beefing over the booking situa 44th Anniversary Number | Due to impossibility of bringing PUDME for >. es os 
: | Havana's bid for the American 
attending, vote was five for Dunn, tion at the Last Frontier and the of to England the animal acts whicl second . 7 buttressed by relexed 
? » far ‘ » : and ane ne wrest = ‘ : PESts s re SS 
’ ade D = a ‘i il vy $200 inunaerbira rival niteries has . — are part of the Lido Ciub revue gaming laws which are figured to 
| connie unns Saiary willl be $2 reached the point of bitterness. but VARIETY Pierre Louis Guerin has given up entice mans Miami Reach Vaca 
‘ likely won't be resolved outside Due Soon having a BBC video » tioners. In addition, plane lines 
Dunn succeeds Dewey Barto, courtroom Fight centers about J a say: A . are cooperating with trips from 
who resigned recently, and who the booking setup for chorus lines of his show, as was done last yeat Miami to Havana hourly at com- 


will serve on the executive board. in floorshows at the two clubs Instead. in coniunction th the paratively low fares 
Dunn, treasurer of the union 


° 9 
‘ , , Battle started when Hal Broadus matra OW s Tourist Office. which w thus find The biggest lt S show to hit 
was on the board which took ove! | totaling the island will be “From Paris to 


bec ime associ ated with the Thun t t | 
P . P ‘ . P . . . . . 1t a patent piug, the show oa i 
ti< Ss le 1 . . 
t administration atte Barto’'s derbird as talent booker and be New York being staged by Lou 


—_ ‘ , 80 -ople t! sicis ill be ; 
on gan producing a line of girls at tty gy * etry gps o— “Walters, operator of the Latin 
Union is currently in the best that spot. The Frontier up to that ee en flown to Nice in two Constellatior Quarter, N. ¥ for the Blanquita 

9 planes. there to play the Casino theatre, Havana This 6,700-seat 


financial condition in many months, point had been the only Vegas big- 


having around $40,000 Recently. time niterv to use chorines. Fron Municipal Feb. 13-14-15, during the er is shelling out $100,000 for a 
it applied to the Associated Actors tier had a contract with Broadus Hartford, Conn., Dec. 6 catnival days three-week show which will in 
and Artistes of America, parent to supply “Kathryn Duffy dancers” Frank Sinatra, playing his first Guerin meanwhile will get a ¢lude a line of 50 plus principals 
union, for a $25,000 loan, which for their shows. Breadus, as a re- theatre date in two years, broke all Paris plug for his show when un being imported from the U. § 
was granted However, the new ported partner of Miss Duffy, sup- records at the State here, with an der the name of “One Night at the Show is slated to start late De- 
AGVA insurance pregram, which plied the girls Contract between $18.267 gross for eight shows over Lido” it doubles for three weeks cembet An import from Spain 
makes paid-up members eligible the Frontier and Broadus doesn't Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 at the Gaumont Palace. a 6.000 Will succeed this layout 


The Havana niteries are simi- 


for death benefits, brought in pay expire until May, but the nitery Opening day's gross, despite a seater vaudefilm house, which has 
ments of back dues and put the or- wants out charging that Broadus snowstorm, was $11,385 On the booked a condensed version of it as !arl) shelling out the biggest 
Ranization in a solvent condition is supplying better girls for the bill with the Verce was Harvey a stage presentation for the three budgets in history with U. S. bands 
P Thunderbird Stone and the Ziggy Elman orch. week Xmas booking of Warner's S¥ch as Tommy Dorsey booked for 
Lind Bros. reopening at the Five Eddie Rio, Coast AGVA chief, The Dunhills were also slated to “Don Juan.” Harrison and Fisher a —s Woody Herman 
learned of the complaint through 4@ppear, but couldn't get to the the- currently topping the Lido bil woked for the Tropicana; Kathryn 


Duffy Dancers, Clark Bros and 
Gavnor and Ross are set for vari 
ous shows at the Montmarte. Deals 


O'Clo lul Miami > t | i ; 
ck club liami Beacl - chorines who are members of the 4tre being held up by the storm. won't double at the Gaumont, but 
morrow Thurs It's a repeat union He flew to Las Vegas last They were driving in from a De- instead will play the ABC variety 


date having closed in that spot week in an attempt to iron out the troit date house for four weeks beginning 
two weeks ago difficulty Sinatra is in the east while his Jan. 20 
= Lucky Strike sponsored show with 


Dorothy Kirsten is originating 


(Continued on page 51) 
WORLD’S GREATEST PUNCH AND JUDY SHOW from New York He's planning a 


theatre tour some time after Jan T Hl E M A X¥ W E t | § 
TOMMY TRENT 1 in eastern cities where he hasn't | 
played previously 
Now in their 20th week at the Stevens Hotel wish | 


_ . For the time being. cafe shows 
Originator of the Modern Trend of Marionettes ave out. Sinnive had planned gies be Ghat Mnsstet Gbhat® Gee ber conten 


ig class niteries, but no deals 
Now, ROXY, New York —_ 3 Weeks oer e jelled - ve ite definitely in bringing them to America and giving 
Dec. 28—Orpheum, L.A. Jan. 5—Orpheum, Oakland | Shere “the police, is three shows them the finest engagement they 


nightly He declared his pipes have ever played. 














Direction: 
, wouldn't take that number of —_ m , 
Chicago: SAM ROBERTS New York: EDDIE SMITH shows along with his radio chores SOLELY REPRESENTED BY 


Arthur Godfrey did $20,000 in 10 LEW & LESLIE GRADE, INC. 


Merry Xmas— Happy New Year to All shows in a two-day appearance last 250 West 57th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


ERIC 
































FAST 

BECOMING 

ONE OF AMERICA'S 
OUTSTANDING 
HEADLINERS 


* 


JUST CONCLUDED 
HOLD OVER ENGAGEMENT 


KING EDWARD HOTEL 


Toronto, Canada 
























“Gentleman of Song’”’ 


OPENING 
Dec. 16-29 at the 


BELLERIVE HOTEL 


Kansas City, Kansas 


* 


Dec 30-Jan. 12 at the 


MONTE CARLO 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


os 


Jan. 13-Jan. 26 at the 


HOLLENDEN HOTEL 
Cleveland, Ohio 


f 


Jan. 28-Feb. 10 at the 


WHITEHALL HOTEL 


Palm Beach, Fla. 
(PREMIER ATTRACTION) 


* 


Bookings Still Coming In 
... Thanks AL HERMAN 


CURRENTLY 


FLAME ROOM 


Radisson Hotel 
Minneapolis, Minn. 





Exclusive Management 


MAY JOHNSON CO., inc. 


745 Fifth Ave., Mt. Royal Hotel 
New York, N. Y. Montreal, Canada 
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N.Y. Cafes Hit Unexpected Pre-Xmas |7tSn"Aeeney Pex: Dent: 


Highs, Biz Elsewhere on Downbeat 


New York's cafe business is 
holding up unexpectedly well dur- 


ing the pre-Christmas shopping 
season. The town’s major spots 
hav> been hitting grosses consid- 


erably higher than last year 
Upbeat of the Gotham spots is 


in direct contrast with biz in cafes 
in other parts of the country, pal 
“itu wiv Chit ae tare... Wy" “ay 
seems to have drifted away from 
the center of town to the nabes 
At that, Chi nabe business isn't too 
forte in most cases 

Still the top grossers in N. 
a the Copacabana where J 
Di inte is headlining the Latin 
Quarter show which has been get 
ting terrific play since the recent 
Life spread on near nudity in 
cates the Diamond Horseshoe 
which preemed “Banjo On My; 
Knee” recently. The Versailles is 
a'so hitting high grosses’ with 
Edith Piaf Leon & Eddie's takes 
are somewhat higher than last 
ye 

The cafe upbeat. according to 
bonifaces. indicates a healthy Ne 
} rs Eve ide Th > Vea the 
cafe owners feel they re getting a 
bad break because of the fact that 
t bi night of the vear tal's 
on a Sat which is ordinal 
SRO or near it Although there 
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CALLING ALL COMICS! ! 
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oe TTD WOLEE 
} RROADWAY x. Y 
co »- OS 
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“poor man’s fred allen 


(thanks mr. 


q ‘ « complete 
medy act ONTY SERVICR © ijT™= AIND 
if WORED introductory Prices wf 
4 adard Acts 
Act Pree 
uC $29.00 
NTRILOQUIST 15 of 
Boone PARODY COMIC 19.9 
TORY TELLER 15.00 
tALECT Smeciiy) . ; i of 
{. 61C Comedy 10.90 
BURLY SKITS 6.00 
COMEDY DOUBLE 0 | 
j- Special Material Writt te Orde ¥ 
Inquire Boeout Dick Jockey Comedy 
Servece Ra’ C. @ O.s Accepted ‘ 
a Sript W Camedy Writing Service 








ef 


allen) 


jefferson hotel 
louis 
dec. 2 to dec. 15 


p.s.: thanks, too, danny graham 


ray's 
declares she obtained an exclusive 
franchise 


Chandler 


trial 
fair similar to that of the 
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JACK DENTON 


World's Leuciest Disk Jockey 


S4TH WEEK! 
THE PENTHOUSE 


fos SNGELES 











are no reservations in quantity as 
yet, cafe men think there will be 
no trouble selling out. 

Prices will be the same as last 
year, in most cases, with top cafes 
charging around $20 per person for 
ringside tables 


Arthur Murray Sued _ 
For 1006 on Dance Deal 


Angeles, Dec. 6 
Janet Cosgrove. dance instructor. 
filed for $100.000 against 
Arthur Murri ay and Constance 
Moore charging breach of con 


Los 


sult 


tract 


head of Mur- 
dance studio, 


formerly 
bivd 


Plaintift. 
Wilshire 
Murray 


to operate a 


dance studio in San Fernando Val- 
ley, in which she invested $10,000. 
Later, she claims, Murray char- 
tered Miss Moore to operate a 
similar establishment in the same 
district and ruined her business 


New ( :roup Formed To 


Sponsor Chi’s 1950 Fairs 


Chicago, Dec. 6 

1950 Lake Front Fair, a non- 
profit organization, was announced 
by Mayor Kennelly, with incor- 
poration papers having been filed 
in Springfield, Ill.. Tues. (29 
Name of setup will be Chicago 
Lake Front Fair, Inc., with Kent 


as prexy. 
Group will attempt to get indus- 
and commercial backing for 
Railroad 
1948- 
in- 


summers ot 
the railroad 


Fair during the 
‘49. produced by 
dustries 


——— 


A.C.’s . Luxury Tax Dive 


Atlantic City, Dec. 6 
tax collections, regarded 
here a sure barometer of resort 
business, are off $115,409 for the 
first 10 months of this year as com- 
pared with 1948 

The tax. collected 
resort visitors with a 2°%° levy on 
hotel rooms, amusements. bar re- 
ceipts and tobacco, was $33.780.11 
lower this October than last. Re- 
ceipts for October, 1949, were 
$85,318.98 while a year ago they 
were .$119,099.09 

The cut during the 10-month 
period is reported the greatest 

since the municipal tax was insti- 
tuted in 1947, it was stated by Col- 
lector Allen. Wiesenthal. At the 
same time municipal real estate 
tax collections also are reported 
down as compared with figures a 
year ago. 


Luxury 


as 


mostly from 





Singer Paid for Silence 

Radisson hotel, Minneapolis. 
paid Paula Drake full two-weeks’ 
salary for laying off. Hotel wanted 
to cancel the singer before she 
opened because material was too 
risque for the spot. American 
Guild of Variety Artists insisted 
that hotel live up to the contract. 
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Mgt.: MCA 
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EDDY MANSON 


“The Heifetz of the Harmonica” 
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Currently 


a.x.o. PALACE, NEW YorK 
“HIGHLIGHTS 8-ACT BILL AT PALACE.” 


“TOPS IN HIS FIELD.” 


DAILY MIRROR: 


N. Y. POST: (€. w. P) 


(Frank Quinn) 


At the Steinway: 


MARGERY WELLES 
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ALLAGCENTS— 


are incited to submit Acts and Attractions for booking ai 


» ORPHEUM THEATRE. LOS ANGELES 
» ORPHEUM THEATRE, OAKLAND 


0 BILL NAClLWAIN 


720 Orpheum Theatre Bidg..816 §. Broaduay. Los Angeles 11, Cali, Michigan 6272 







Jack Bertell has joined the A. 
& S. Lyons Agency, where he will 
handle personal appearances of tal- 
ent under centract to the agency. 
He will also set up radio and tele 
packages. Bertell will be coordi- 
nator of all the personal appear- 
anc. departments in the N. Y. 
office. 

Bertell recently resigned from 
the Bernard Schubert office, and 
prior to that operated independent- 
ly. He also had been with Music 
Corp. of America and the Colum- 
bia Artists Bureau, which was ab- 
sorbed by MCA ee ye 


AGVA FINES RITZ BROS. 
FOR CUFFO STINT 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 

Harry and Jimmy Ritz have each 
Leen fined $100 by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ local trial 
board for putting on an impromp- 
tu, unpaid routine some weeks ago 
when Sophie Tucker opened at 
Ciro’s. Miss Tucker recently was 
fined $100 for introducing the 
Ritzes Comedians were not 
brought before trial board until 
last because they were in 
N. Y. working on teevee. 

Dean 
who 
to 
charg 
third 
Chicago 





1 
WeeCK 


Lewis, 
are still 
similiar 
in their 


Martin and Jerry 
are out of town 
be brought up on 
jes. They're currently 
week at the Chez Paree in 
and won't face the trial 
board here until they return to the 
Coast. 


also 





Burl Ives May Co-Bill 
With Lisa Kirk at Plaza 
Bur! Ives may be co-billed with 
Lisa Kirk when the “Kiss Me, 
Kate" comedienne debuts into the 
Persian Room of the Hotel Plaza. 
N. ¥.. Dec. 29. Bob Grant band 
would hold over 
Tito Guizar, just opened. inci- 


dentally suffered a slight accident 
on his opening night when he fell 


and broke his guitar as he was 
making his entrance, but that 
didn’t stop his acen 


Réctor’ s 1900 New Year's 
Eve Described by Esquire 


The clock struck 12. The guests 
rose, champagne held high. “To 
1900,” they cried. “To the 
century!” 

The famous and near-famous 
who gathered at Rector’s on the 
night that marked the birth of our 
century were the bright and glit- 
tering figures of the western world, 
declares the nostalgic January Es- 
quire article, “Once Upon a New 


Year’s Eve,” by Alexander Kirk- 
land. 

On that historic night; the 
world’s handsomest  prizefighter. 
Gentleman Jim Corbett, the 


naughty-eyed Anna Held and Flor- 
enz Ziegfeld, O. Henry, George M. 
Cohan, Buffalo Bill Cody, Diamond 
Jim Brady and the wise, witty pin- 
up girl of all time, Lillian Russell, 
arrived at Rector’s to greet the 
new year and the new century. 

On the roof, Annie Oakley fired 
a cannon as a salute to 1900. 


This was the éra of the private 
Pullman Palace Car, the diamond 
sunburst and the 14-course dinner. 
Nightlife zoomed and tips were 
good. When Paul Perret, ®the 
maitre d’hotel at Rector’s, cured 
Jay Gould's headache the million- 
aire gave him a $100 tip. 

Pear! Jim Murray dropped pink 
and black pearls into the cham- 
pagne glasses of dazzlingly beauti- 
ful young women. Jeweled brace- 
lets were tucked im a bouquet and 
tossed anonymously to show girls. 
Money flowed like fizz-water. This 
was the fabulous, fantastic old New 
 <eleees Upon a New Year's 
Lve. 











Jack P 
Powell seein 





CLUB DATES 


THIS WEEK 
(ALWAYS WORKING) 


Mqr.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
RKO Bids. Suite S07 1Udren 63905 
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CLUBS, AGVA TO 
SHARE IN BENEFIT SERIES 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists in cooperation with the 
Variety Clubs of America is slated 
to hold a benefit at the Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., May 21. 
New York affair is to be one of a 
series staged in all cities where | 
AGVA maintains a branch and | 
where the Variety clubs have a 
tent. 
funds of both organzations. 

Tieup is a result of a deal 


worked out by both organizations 
~. aherebs:._the. nerformerunian, 
would cooperate with he show- 
men’s organization in supplying 
talent for various Tent shows, in 
return for which the Variety clubs 
would care of AGVA members 
who become ill in any city where 
Variety clubs has a branch. Latter 


make periodic contribu- 
the AGVA welfare fund. 


aiso 
to 


will 
tions 


N.Y.’s New Yorker Hotel 
Undecided on ‘Salute’ 


“Salute To Cole Porter” will 
move out of the New Yorker hotel, 


New York. Jan. 11, and whether 
the policy will be continued or 
whether a new one will be sub- 
stituted is so far undecided. “Sa- 


lute”’ idea, successful at Chicago's 
Sherman iwiel. where it originated 
and later at the Ambassador hotel, 
Los Angeles, has not done well 
in New York There are many 
theories as to the reason, but none 
clear-cut 

Music Corp. of America booked 
the “Salute” show. and is offering 
the hotel another in the series 
“Salute To George Gershwin.” 
which was the first of the series 
at the Sherman. General Artists. 
on the other hand, is discussing 
with the New Yorker's execs the 
installation of a name band and 
one or two act policy. Nothing is 
definite. 


Marion Hutton Teamed 
With Hubby in Cafe Act 


Hollywood, Dec. 6 
Marion Hutton and husband 
Jack Douglas have formed an act 


which will break in Dec 
Thunderbird club 
Douglas 


22 at the 
Las Vegas 

formerly a vaude comic. 
has lately been writing comedy 
material for Bob Hope, Red Skel- 
ton and Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis 


N.Y. Roxy Pruning 

The Roxy theatre. N. Y., is mak- 
ing further cuts in the production 
staff by retaining regulars on a 
pev-show basis. Several of back- 
stage staff. including hairdressers 
and assistant dance directors, have 
been put on that schedule 

Roxy has been retrenching for 
some time. Vocal group, long a part 
of the stageshows. has been elim- 
inated for the current display, and 
the large chorus has been trimmed 
to eight boys and eight girls. 


—_—_—____2 


NEW DALLAS NITERY 


Dallas, Dec. 6. 

The Theatre Lounge will have its 
officia! opening here on Tuesday, 
Dec. 13. Norman Kantor and Dave 
Tobin have been named managers 

The structure. formerly occupied 
by the Colonial theatre, is being re- 
modeled and redecorated. 

The theatre seats have been re- 
moved and will be replaced by six 
graduated tiers of tables to accom- 
modate 300 persons. 





Proceeds will go to welfare | 


Ag 


N.Y. Ice Show Still 
Warms S, America 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 26. 
“Holiday on Ice” show, from New 
| York, currently playing at the 


Luna Stadium, Buenos Aires, is 
drawing well here. 
Show opened Nov. 4. and. al- 


though originally only skedded to 
run to Dec. 1, will be held over for 
another two weeks Probably clos- 
et ac. be 12 le “-.*¢ 
iutevties and later 
de Chile had to be 
this year, as the cast had been 
promised Xmas in the U. S.. and 
there would be too heavy a cost in- 
volved in bringing down a substi- 
tute cast in the meantime 

The current tour represents 
investment of around $500,000. and 
is part of a five-year plan for the 
whole of Latin-America, excepting 
on'!y Ecuador. Teeing off in Mexi- 
co three years ago. the show has al- 
| ready stopped over in San Juan de 


Sax SS 
in Sentions 
abandoned for 


an 


) Puerto Rico, Rio de Janerio and 
Sao Paulo in Brazil. After Bue- 
nos Aires there wiil be a hiatus 


until next year. 








Miriam 
_-sEABOLD .*? 


Novelty Ballerina 
12 Mins. 
Drum Room, Kansas City 





An alumna of the Ballet Russe 
and the HRadiv til Bane os 
Miriam Seabold has been doing 
solo club and theatre work since 


the wal 

First rate at classic ballet 
she's added a w alil ‘ 
comic and mid \ s 
make her turn varied throughout 
Session in the Drurt Room 
cludes acrobati boca lle to It 
Danube.” samba to Tieo, Ti 
litterbug baller i t ‘> 
O'% lock Jura and = oA fer ne 
turn to the “sal Da " 
her toes 

Comely blond i mini 
on the Drum Room floor seem all 
too short Qi 

Variety lasue Nov. 80th 


Exclusive Met.: 


_ LEN FISHER 


159 Nerth Dearbern, Chicage 























NYLON © 


LASTEX MESH We 
OPERA HOSE %& 
at $4.95 pr. 


LASTEX MESH 


TIGHTS 
at $7.50 pr. 


Special 10% discount when 

ordering 3 of more pairs. 

COLORS—Biack - White 
Suntan & Pink 


catalogue of 
net briefs - 
shees, ete. 





Write fer free 
Danee belts 


leotards - 
THEATRICAL 
Herbet shor co. 
1674 Hronwdway 
New Vork City 
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1775 Broadway 








aueWanitie 1950 


oko moma e Xe Xe) 
— 9 a2 On wy - Von i 


A Complete New Show Every Year 
Staged by GAE FOSTER 
The 8th Editien NOW BREAKING ALL RECORDS 


Huge Success in Paris, London and Zurich Last Year. 
Sailing April Sth for Return Engagements for 4 Months 


ATTENTION ARENAS 


For Future Bookings, Write: 
HAROLD STEINMAN, Owner-Producer 
Suite 608—General Motors Bidg. 





New York 19, N. Y. 
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are also on for Gene Krupa, Duke 
Ellington and Jimmy Dorsey to 
play cafes in Havana. There's also 
the pessibility that some of the 
acts and bands will double into 
the Warner theatre, Havana. Cab 
Calloway has already doubled be- 
tween the Montmarte and War- 
ners. Dancers Berk and Hallow 
are also set to play the same set 
of dates. 

Heyenan aneratars 
ting a 
Beach 
of a 20% 
and a 3% 
effect. They 


figure on. 
sizeable share of Miami 
trade because of the lack 
Federal amusement tax 
Miami sales tax now in 
plan to publicize the 
fact that the coin saved on these 
items alone may pay the plane 
fare. In addition, the higher pu 
chasing value of the Yankee dol- 
lar may entice a wider variety of 
spenders. 

The Cuban tourist 
perks up during the 


always 
Beach 


trade 
Miami 





RUTH WALLIS 


Saucy: Sophisticate of So 


NOW APPEARING 
SANTA RITA HOTEL 
TUCSON, ARIZ. 
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ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS, 


PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS 
1950 CATALOG FREE 


largest Selection ef Comeds Matertal 
in Showbiz! We also write material 
to order 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 


5146-K Strohm. North Mollywood, Cal 
Telephone: Hilixide 0141 











pO _  _____ =: 


YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
mon Street (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 















SOCIAL DIRECTOR 


A prominent hotel in Sullivan County 
is open for a social director, for the 


summer season. State oge, experience 


and references, which will be kept 
confidential. Write Room 1503, 303 
Fifth Ave., New York. 











LOEW'S 


THE THEATRES 
OF THE STARS 


Havana’s Tourist Pitch 


Continued from page 49 


cet- 
A Fae 


MARCUS 


season without any special effort. 
However, this year the propaganda 
to capture the southern U. S. va- 
cationers with gambling, names 
and name bands will be more pro- 
nounced than ever. 

American talent agents Harry 
Kilby, representing General Art- 
ists Corp. and Joe Sully, of Music 


Corp. of America, have just com- 
pleted lengthy stays in Havana 
selling talent. Kilby made _a tie 


up with the Cuban columnist. ra 
commentator and impresario 
Cuca Conde While here, Kilby 
was also guest of Senator Her 
nando Herera, a retired legisla 
tor, who owns the Blanquita the 
well as other important 


dio 


atre as 
holdings 
It's reported that the U. S. tal- 


ent agencies would rather sell te 
Havana cafes than Miami Beach 
spots. The new Florida booking 
law which prohibits agencies out- 
side of that state from booking 
direct, makes the procedure for 
Cuban _ bookings considerably 
easier 


RAPPAPORT TAKES OVER 
HIPP, BALT., BOOKING 


Baltimore, Dec. 6 


Rappaport, operator of the 
Hippodrome, Baltimore, and the 
Edward Sherman Agency. N. Y 
bookers of the house for the 
18 years, have severed relations 
Rappaport will do his own book 
ings The split is amicable 
Rappaport has gone through sev 


Izzy 


past 


eral cycles of entertainment for- 
mats with the Sherman office 
House has used practically every 
type of show from names, name 
bands to non-name_ eight-acters 
Policy to be instituted by Rappa- 


port hasn't been decided as yet. 


Bojangles’ Mementoes 


Richmond, Va., Dec. 6 
Robinson's mementoes have 
Virginia Union 
aside in a 
Room.” 
Ellison 


Bill 
been willed to the 
Univ. and will be set 
special “Bill Robinson 
according to Dr. J. M 
president of the university 

Collection includes keys to the 
cities of Richmond, his birthplace 


Chicago, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles 
and Cambridge, Mass., as well! as 
other gifts and items which the 


late dancer had accumulated du 
ing his career. 


So lalisasieaeendaiiaiea 
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|N.Y. Roxy Makes Further 


Additions to New Stage 


New Roxy stage is expected to 
be completed in time for the next 
show. New platform, designed by 
executive producer Arthur Knorr, 
was unveiled with opening of cur- 
rent show Friday (2). Additions 
will include a glass platform in 
front and carpeting on stairway. 

Next show will start Dec. 22 
with Vie Damone heading the bill 
and “The Foxes of Harrow” on 
screen. House is planning an eve- 
ning premiere, with theatre closed 
until 8:30 p.m 


Harry Hershfield Feted 
By 1,200 at Waldorf; 
1006 to Cardiac Home 


Notables in all phases of indus 
iry. journalism and show business 
turned out Saturday night (3) at 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y 
in a marked tribute to Harry 
Hershfield newspaperman, car 
toonist and one of the great wits 
of Broadway for almost half a cen- 
tury 

The 
marking his 


occasion was a testimonial 
50th anniversary as a 
newsman. The attendance of more 
than 1.200 shelled out $36,000, at 
$30 a head, in one of the most 
spontaneous salutes given a New 
York persenalily in many ‘years 
Proceeds went to the McCosker 
Hershfield Cardiac Home, of which 
Aifred MceCosket1 former board 
chairman of station WOR, N. ¥Y 
and Hershfield are the founders 
A lavish journal brought the gross 
up to $100,000 

Nizer, the toastmaster 
eryone who was invited 
showed up It that kind of 
an affair It was a dais of who's 
who. A Negro baseball star ‘Jackie 
Robinson)! sat next to a famous co 
median (Milton Berle) A rabbi 
Dr. Louis I. Newman) sat next to 
a Catholic prelate (Msgr. Fulton J 
Sheen) An oft-accused “reaction 
ary” columnist (George Sokolsky) 
was “surrounded” by known liberal 
writers such as Quentin Reynolds 
and Dr. Frank Kingdon 

Of those introduced on the dais 
Mrs. Wendell L. Willkie, widow of 
the “One World” protagonist, re- 
ceived the greatest ovation 

The biggest laughs of the eve 
ning, of the guest speakers, were 
gotten by Hershfield’s sidekick of 
the past 35 years, Joe Laurie, Jr., 


As Louis 
stated, “Ey 
was 


as he kidded the former Laurie 
hoped that Hershfield “would live 
to be as old as his jokes.” 

The most compelling speaker 


was Msgr. Sheen in a highly articu- 
late plea for faith. 

Among other speakers were Rey- 
nolds, Acting Mayor Vincent Im- 
pellitteri ‘in the absence of the ail- 
ing Mayor O'Dwyer), Dr. Kingdon, 
McCosker, Dr. Ralph Bunche (who 


presented the Four Chaplains 
Award to Hershfield), Berle, Eddie 
Cantor and, of course, Hershfield 
himself. Kahn. 





COLUMBIA’S N.Y. NITE 
CLUB SHORTS SERIES 


Columbia Pictures is touring 
New York's nitery belt in a series 
of one-reelers currently in produc 
tion Under the title of “Caval- 
cade of Broadway.” the series is 
being shot in eight different night 
spots and will feature some of the 


floor show talent Earl Wilson, 
N. Y. Post columnist, will do the 
background narration for the 
shorts. 


Initial short in the series, to be 
released in 1950, was shot recently 
at Cafe Society Downtown in 
Greenwich Village with Patricia 
Bright, Donald Richards and Gene 
Baylos in the nitery lineup. Next 
one-reeler will roll at Leon & Ed 
die’s with Eddie Davis, the club's 
boniface, starring Columbia is 
dickering with other clubs for fu 
ture locations 
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Percenters in Worst Slump in Years: 7 


Slowdown Shows in Most Fields 


Talent agencies are in the midst to bookings. They cite the case 
of one of the worst recessions in of Sam Levenson, who with a pair 
vears. Business has been slowed of tele appearances zoomed to the 
down considerably for the past $2,000 class. In the case of some 


month, but December's takes are performers, particularly novelty 
probably the lowest acts, one or two TV shots make 
Slowdown has been evident in them ineligible for theatre or cafe 
—_ 7" ri , ¢ . P — 
almost every field. The vaudeville bookings for as much as three 
departments, which started out Months afterwards. Problem is 
ee ih thn baiethtent.. aee-siern.’ has still to be met. py the nercenters 
been on the decline because of the 
fact that many circuits, including ° ‘ ; 
RKO. Schine and Comerford, have ? Doubling Into Porter 
cancelled all stage shows for one 
to two weeks before Christmas The Honeydreamers, who came 
Cafes aren't buying any high- to attention on the Dave Garroway 
priced talent for this period, and Ty show out of Chicago. are now 
th | id iltery sei ) sn t he , ; 
e Florida nite eason isnt tine doubling from the Kay Kyser video 
bonanza it was in ftormer years 
Sole bright spot in the cafe field show in the east into the Hotel 
are the Havana bookings, which New Yorker They're part of the 
" > > ’ . " , . " 
have added somewhat to agency #lute to Cole Porter” revue 
revenue Betta St. John, from “South Pa- 
The percenter offices are also '! is also doubling She is 
being hit in the radio and tele Partnered with Kenneth McKen- 
fields. Buying of new shows is 7¢. replacing Kriza & Koesun. The 
virtually at a standstill because of Honeydreamers replace the Lyn 
the fact that many advertising Duddy Singers 
Te 





working on ——— 
plans are 


agencies are now 
budgets Until these 





COMEDY MATERIAL 


formulated, advertisers are merely 
looking over properties Por all branches of theatricels 
i. PUN-MASTER 
A gradual pickup is expected The ORIGINAL Show-Bit Gag file’ 
rf » arc ._ we , @ Nos. | thera 35 @ $1.00 en. © 
after the first of the vear, although (G@eéer t= Sequence Oely) 








some fields, particularly the cafes SPECIAL: Wiest 13 les for $10 
with the exception of Florida and All 36 files for Si0 
@ * he. PARODIES. per book 810 © 
Havana spots, will remain practi @ MINSTREL RUDGET 2 e 
cally dormant. Vaudeville should + 5 wl kachoum why Me = 25 @ ° 
> > . . — : e 4 7 S.. en. b “ue 
resume the level of revenue or all 3 diff, Vols. for 850 
achieved in October, while the out e “HOW TO MASTER THE 
onnegaien oes CEREMONIES” s 
door agencies will start work on — (Releases) $8.69 per coos 
spring and summer bookings NO €.0.D."'« 

The percenter offices aren't PAULA SMiTH 
making any predictions about 200 W. 54th S#. Dept. v 
1950, inasmuch as _ television's NEW YORK 19 
effect upon the agency business 
will remain the big question mark. == — 
Agency men say that video acts 


both as a deterrent and a stimulus 


Hi AIRCUTTING 
EADQUARTERS 


FOR SHOW BUSINESS (Men Only) 
EDISON HOTEL, New York 


trance on 46th and 47th Bin. N.V 4 
ve Time . Make Appoiatments 
Phone: Circle 6-5000 


Lee Sherman has been signed by 
the Latin Quarter, N. Y., to stage 
the show starting Jan. 1. Layout 
will mark the U.S. preem of the [| * 
Charlivels, who have reached name 
status in France 



















BOB JOHNNY 


HANNON * RYAN 














MARSHALL 
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| Not trying to get ahead 
Just trying to stay even 





Management: 
MARK LEDDY — LEON NEWMAN 





OPENING DECEMBER 14TH 


BLUE ROOM, ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


NEW ORLEANS 


After 8 Grand Weeks for JOE DANIELS in the 
Pacific Northwest 


Currently: 3 BIG RECORDS for DECCA— 


“DEAR HEARTS AND GENTLE 
PEOPLE” 


NEVER SEE MAGGIE ALONE” 


“AIN'T SHE SWEET” “THERE'S A BROKEN HEART” 


(for Every Light on Broodwey) 
“THE GAME OF BROKEN HEARTS” 
“YESTERDAY'S ROSES” 


a | whet Jimmy Loewe. famous KROL, Port Worth, Disk Jockey sage: 
theat efi¢eption, Deren's recording» bys Bob Hannon and Johany Ryan 
are the greatest things te come aleng since women! 


Cereer Direction: 
AUL KAPP 
Ave., Mew York 


Exclusive Agency: 
GAC 
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Persian Room. N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) 

Tito Guizar, Artini & Consuelo: 
Bob Grant and Mark Monte bands; 
$2 and $2.50 cowvert. 

What looks like a mild booking 
on paper plays surprisingly well 
and probably does right by staying 
within the requisite pre-Xmas 
budget until Lisa Kirk (‘with pos- 
sibly Burl Ives) comes in for the 
New Year's semester opening Dec 
29. Tito Guizar, away from the 
States fo some time, is a romantic 


figure in his native charro ( Mexi 
can cowboy) getup and now em 
ployvs a more romantic style of 
“guitaTing than wWueét we firsi tir 
the east vears ago. Incidental! 
the guitar which is so much ot a 


prop in us songalog, experienced 
a strange mishap via an unexpect 


ed breakaway during his suppet 


show. This was the result of a fall 
in the darkened room when Guiza 
made his entrance from the side 
of the bandstand. but that didn't 
limit his impact 

Guizar is a sort of Mexican Per- 


ry Como in vocal delivery. and 
errs only in overstaying. By and 
large he registers with a good pot 
pourri of South American famil 
lars, some being excerpts from 
Mexican films in which Guizar is 
prominent. He just returned from 
Brazil, where he was on concert 
tour 

The sub-billed Artini & Consuelo 
are personable and expert ball- 
roomologists. They evidence pains 

f preparation with their ve: 
satile routines, which run the ga 
mut from Viennese waltz to all 
the Latin assorted rhythms, inciud 
ing a Polish polka, a maxixe im 
pression of The Castles, et 

Consuelo is an attractive 


ianiitz 


brunet 


who inclined to mugg archly a 
bit. She’s cute, but still it's mug 
ging, and some of it could be toned 
down to advantage. They're pol 
ished and professional, and fil nice 
ly into class rooms as at this hos 
telry. Per usual, the Bob Grant 


band does a tiptop show and terp 
accomp. and Mark Monte’s Con 
tinentals, relief quartet, manage 
their usual high score despite the 
minimum numerical rosie 

Abel 


Terrace Room. Buif 
(HOTEL STATLER) 


Buffalo, Dec. 5 
“Stars ‘n’ Skates,” featuring Jo 
Ba "haa Shirley Reed Ed Lowry 
Hal Kanner Orch (7 - no cover? 


NO Miintnwm 


In its own cameo-like fashion 
this pint-sized icer is a mighty 
satisfying replica of its big sisters 
currently crowding the mastodonic 
auditoriums of the country. With 
in the confines of the tiny Terrace 
Room rink, the six-girl-three-boy 
production manages to duplicate 
most of the approved routines of 
the ice super-spectacles which 
calls for a deal of doing. With its 
presentation, the local Statler hos- 
pice brings continuing credit to 
itself for sponsoring another item 
of topmast entertainment appro- 
priate for its swank cafe milieu. 

Diminutive Jo Barnum draws 
the stellar gliding assignment 
which she fills with pert grace and 
dexterity. In stature, she is built 
to size for the presentation. Ed 
Lowry is the juvenile and like the 


two other lads (unbilled) of the 
production is an excellent preci 
sion skater. The four-girl chorus 


is well groomed and good looking 
Shirley Reed does the vocals. and 
adds a few warbling spots with the 
orch during the evening 

Hal Kanner’s band cues the 
dancing as well as the skaters 
Kanner also acts as emcee and is 
somewhat more in evidence ver- 
bally during the proceedings than 


seems necessary for this kind of 
set up Burton. 
Green Room. N. ¥. 


(HOTEL EDISON) 
Henry Jerome Orch (9) with 
Ha! Barton; Jay Stol: Minineune 
$2.50 weekends, none weekdays. 





With a flock of New England 


road bookings behind him. Henry 
Jerome returned to the Green 
Room of the Hotel Edison. N. Y 
Friday (25) to mark hiS third 
stand at this pop-priced midtown 
spot. Styled on the sweet side, the 
combo breaks down into three 
brass, three reed and three rhythm. 


Jerome's outfit has been coming 
up in the past few years. Its tech 
nigues are smooth and emphasis on 
the reed section plus the muted 
trumpets of the three brass help 
produce an overall listenable and 
danceable resuii For the most 
part the group leans toward the 
standards with a dash of Cole Por- 
ter and Rodgers-Hammerstein. 

In the vocal department the 
band is fairly well set with Hal 
Barton, who creditabiy warbles 
the majority of tunes calling for a 
singing refrain. Slight fault that 
could stand correction is his occa- 
sional habit of glancing at a card 


to refresh his lyrical memory. Dou- | 


bling from the band en piping are 
saxist Joe Grimm and three of his 
colleagues who are billed as the 
Three Jays. in addition, trombon- 
ist Morey Allen handles the com- 
edy chirping. 

Jerome is a personable leader 
whose own trumpeting blends in 
well with the general scheme of 
things. Set for the season here, 
the band will likely benefit by the 
Green Room’s nearness to three 
legit houses on the opposite side 
of the street. Some of the after- 
theatre crowd is bound to wind up 
at this street-floor spot. Jay Stolz 
strums the console during late- 


. aT 
me tavrmicotane G,ild 


euvten arene 


Minnesota Terrace 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 


Minneapolis. Dec. 3 
lerry Lester Mario & Flora 
Cecit Golly Orch with Viildred 
Stanley $l cover $2 50 TIAL ALL 


This show is loaded with laughs 
and also has slick dancing for an 
added value. Exceedingly energetic 
Jerry Lester worked for approxi- 
mately an hour at performance 
caught and had the customers in 
stitches most of the time The 
Mario & Floria dancing team dis- 
plaved unusual routines that 
aroused frequent applause 


Lester clowns skillfully. shoots 
funny gags and stories in rapid- 
fire fashion, discourses humorous- 
ly on various topics and engages 
in laughter-producing banter with 
some of the ringsiders. In no time 
he’s on a friendly footing with the 
paving guests. He precedes Mario 
& Floria to tell about the show 
and. after the dancers’ stint, starts 
what's really hard labor 


With the aid of Cecil Golly and 
another orchestra member as well 
as some abbreviated scenery and 
props, including a table weighted 
down with 50 telephones. Lester, 
portraying a radio giveaway show 
bug. presents a skit Take It or 
Shove It.” that’s unvarnished bur 
lesque. It winds up with the dis 
tracted contestant who had 
crammed for the occasion. missing 
a simple deciding $240.000 jack 
pot question after answering all 
the difficult ones correctls He 


impersonates Peter Lind Hayes im- 
personating a punch-drunk fig!ter, 
Al Jolson doing “Aprii Showers” 
and Harry Lauder essaying “Roam 
ing in the Gloaming.” Then he be- 
comes an African explorer in a 


lampoon of a movie travelog 
Despite his unusually long stint, 
he doesn’t wear out his welcome, 
but, instead. leaves the customers 
insistently clamoring for more 
Mario & Florin score with their 
smooth stepping. which is dis 
tinguished by slick spins and 
whirls. Their version of a 1912 
turkey trot wins particular favor. 
They also demonstrate their ver- 


satility by doing al! of the various 
kinds of dances requested by cus- 
tomers and doing them _profi- 
ciently. 

As usual, the Goliy music for 
the show and dancing and glee 
club singing along with its vocal- 
ist. Mildred Stanley's warbling. are 
all to the good. Room well filled 
at late supper show Friday 

Rees. 


Shelton Corner. \. ¥. 
(HOTEL SHELTON) 


Paul Taubman Toptowes with 
Joe Bivians, Tony Coluce Lois 
Bannerman, MO Mitte or covert. 

Formerly usMg a_ two-piano 
team, the sedate Shelitom Corner 
took on a larger unit last week 
when Paul Taubman’'s Toptones 
moved onto the podium This 


group is a versatile combo compris- 
ing organist Taubman. accordion- 
ist Joe Biviano and veteran Tony 
Colucci on guitar. Lois Bannerman 
‘(New Acts), who fingers the harp 
during intermissions, also does a 
short stint with the ensemble. 
Although the Shelton booking 
represents the crew's first time to- 
gether, the trio works proficiently 
and capably handles anything from 
a Viennese waltz to the “‘Hawaiian 
War Chant.” Taubman is musical 


director of several radio shows. in- 
cluding “Chandu, the Magician,” 
among others. Conceivably the 


leader's network backeround as 
well as the wide foilowing of Bi- 
viano and Colucci will draw the 
radio and agency trade to the 
room's confines. 

Corner, itself, is conservatively 
decored and appears an ideal set- 
ting for the lithe Toptones, as well 
as Miss Bannerman’s concerty 
harping. However, inasmuch as 
the room has sacrificed a previous 
policy of dancing, it’s difficult to 
predict whether the stricily “lis- 
tening’” customers will be abun- 
dant enough to offset the loss of 
others who may have been bent 
upon terping. On the other hand, 
impresarios John Andrew and Paul 
Perez are reasonably confident 
that the new strategy of showcas- 
ing fresh talent will pay off in. the 
final analysis. Gilb. 


Bine Angel, N.Y. | 
(FOLLOWUP) 

The Blue Angel has a particu- 
larly satisfying program with ac- 
cent on comedy. With two zany | 
turns, Roger Price and Connie) 
Sawyer, there's sufficient incentive 
for patronage to linger over an 
extra drink in order to get another 
gander at these turns. Holdover 
Andy Williams and another singer, 
Kay Perton, round out a well bal- 
anced show. 

Both of the comics have made 
their mark in intimeries. Price 
has been brought back to this hos- 
pice after several lengthy engage- 
ments last season, while Miss Saw- 
ver is a familiar figure around 
some of the other postage stamp 
sized bistros Price, at one time 
was a writer for Bob Hope and 
other comics before deciding to go 
in business for himself He has 
an unusual slant on buffoonery 
giving illustrated chalk-talks with 
a scholarly mien His humor is 
often delicate and could easily mis- 
fire if delivered with less-expert 
projection. 

Miss Sawyer is similarly excel- 
lent material for the intimate spots 
with some excellent comedy ma- 
terial. Her satire on statistics and 
spoof of “Oklahoma!” produce the 
desired effects 

Kay Penton has a soft 
style particuiarly 
rooms Her low 
listener attention and the essen- 
tial pash in her voice keeps the 
customers interested. 

Williams, formerly of the Wil- 
liams Bros., who worked with Kay 
Thompson, shows signs of develop- 
ing into a different type single. 
Although he hasn't the necessary 
space in this cafe to go into terp 
interpolations of his songs. the 
dance suggestions during his tunes 
enhance his overall effect 

The Herman Chittison trio, as 
usual, showbacks excellently 

Jose. 


intimate 
suited to small 
volume forces 


Monte Carlie. N. Y. 

Raye & Naldi. Fran Grequry,. 
Dick Gasparre Orch. La Playas 
Sextet; $3.50 minimum 

It's been a dozen vears since 
John Roy brought over a ballroom 
team from London and the Con- 
tinent and booked them into the 
Rainbow Room atop Rockefeller 
Center for what was to become 
a socko 44-week run. Marv Raye 
and Naldi haven't stopped being 
socko. 

The passing years have endowed 
them with a great feel for audi- 
ence values, besides sharpening 
their varied style and interpyreia- 
tive flair. They can still play any- 
where. 

The tipoff to Raye and Naldi’s 
expertness is the flock of rhumba 
teachers who attend their midnight 
shows, wherever they may play. 
They serve as an object lesson for 
any team with their nifty styie 
and good taste. 

Dick Gasparre is handling the 
show music, and he remains a 
neat accomp, plus plaving expert- 
ly for the straight patron hoofing. 
And the La Playas Sextet. for the 
Latin rhythms, is one of the best 
of its type around. 

Fran Gregory is the show's only 
other act. She has a pleasant voice 
but obviously lacks experience 

Kahn. 


Club Carnival. Mpls. 
Minneapolis. Dec. 3 

Beatrice Kay ‘(2', Jan Aueust, 
Perry Martin Orch (12); $1-$1.50 
cover, $2.50 minimum 

This is a lively show which has 
the customers demanding more 
after each of the two fine acts. 
There's fun, entertaining vocaliz- 
ing and highly listenable ivory 
tickling on tap and it all jells into 
a pleasant hour. 

Beatrice Kay duplicates the hit 
which she scored last season at an- 
other local spot, the Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room. Her original 
comedy antics and trimmings again 
give bounce to her renditions of 
the songs of the Gay ‘90s and 
make them amusing as well as 
ear beguiling. She and her accom- 
panist impart almost production 
values to such old-timers as “Put 
Your Arm Around Me, Honey,” 
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game.” 
“Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” 
“Waiting at the Church.” “Oceana 
Roll,” “The Man With the Little 
White Coat,” “Waiting for the 
Robert E. Lee,” “Honey Boy” and 
“Sheboygan.” The distinctive in- 
terpretations as well as the accom- 
panying patter produce laughs. 
The younger element in the audi- 
ence seems to enjoy the oldies as 
much as the oldsters and every 

dy has a good time, too. joining 
her in some of the vocals. Insert- 
ing one of the recent hit parade 
numbers, “On a Slow Boat to 
China,” she proves her ability to 
span time. 

It's the second time at this 
nitery for ace keyboarder, Jan Au- 
gust, who demonstrates once more 
the piano performing wizardry 





that has made him topdrawer in 
his line. The swing and other frills 
and furbelows with which he dress- 
es “Cumbanchero,” “Intermezzo,” 
“Hungarian Rhapsody.” “Misirlou.” 
‘Oye Negra” and a medley that in- 
cludes, among others, “Clair De 
Lune” and “Tea for Two.” make 
them all the more intriguing. The 
customers are loath to let him go. 
The Perry Martin orchestra, ab- 
sent during the Ted Lewis four- 
week engagement. is back and is 
adequate in playing for the show 
and -customer dancing, with Mar- 
tin’s singing an asset, too. Room 
about half-filled at dinner show 
caught. Rees. 


ihavana-Niadrid. N. Y. 
“Las Mulatas de Fuego” with 
Canelina, Oscar Lope:, line (10), 
Pupi Campo Orch; $2.50 minimum. 


a native Cuban company at a ter- 
rific tempo give Angel Lopez's Ha- 
vana-Madrid a solid layout that 
should go a long way in counter- 


acting the pre-Christmas slump 
along the nitery belt. Colorfully, 
when not scantily garbed. this 


troupe flashes plenty of talent in a 
45-minute layout heavily spiced 
with sexy touches without going 
overboard into bad taste 

Canelina, who clicked at this 
club last year, headlines with her 
torrid brand of Latin warbling and 
strutting. Her repertory is exclu- 
sively comprised of Latin numbers, 
which she renders with solid pipes 
and dynamic showmanship. Oscar 
Lopez, a tenor, also drives across 
a brace of numbers. working both 
solo and with Canelina for solid 
results. On the opening = show, 
both singers had trouble project- 
ing over the orch, which consist- 
ently blasted at an excessive vol- 
ume level. Simple mike adjust- 
ments would correct this flaw 

The company of Latin gals and 
lads back up the principals with a 
series of ace production numbers. 
The costuming is daring and the 
gals race through their routines 
with verve and style, bespeaking 
full preparation. In addition to 
working together, these youngsters 
split up into smaller combos for 
singing and hoofing sequences. all 
snappily executed. The line works 


hard, coming cen for half-dozen 
times in various guises. 
Pupi Campo’s orch is a_ full- 


sized aggregation comprising three 
sax, two trumpets and five on 
rhythm. Although too loud while 
cutting the show, this combo ex- 
pertly fashions the rhumba beat 
for customer hoofing Herm. 


—E———E 


Minn. Terrace. Mpls. 
‘HOTEL NICOLLET) 





Minneapolis. Dec. 1 
Three Suns, Hoctor & Byrd. Cecil 
Golly Orch (12), with Mildred 


Stanley; $1 cover. $2.50 minimum. 


Three Suns are proving they're 
even better in the flesh than on 
the disks and radio. Besides get- 
ting the delightfully pleasant, stir- 
ring and ear-intriguing tunes and 
vocalizing that have zoomed them 
to the present place among the 
best popular instrumental groups, 
customers receive the added divi- 
dend of their warm personalities 
and superior showmanship that 
make their offerings even more 
delectable and land their act in 


ithe top drawer. 


Musical skill, wise selection of 
numbers, boff, distinctive arrange- 
ments, along with the performers’ 
engaging personalities add up to 
sock here. That a combination of 
three instruments. accordion, banjo 
and piano or organ, can be capa- 
ble of producing a symphonic vol- 
ume of music and such arresting 
and smooth tones probably amazes 
ringsiders previously unacquaint- 
ed with the trio. The boys hit 
the jockpot a second time by fol- 
lowing their regular act with a 
stretch of request numbers for 
customer dancing. That gives the 
paying guests more pleasure. 

Trio unwinds with “That's 
a’Plenty” and follows with their 
distinctive interpretations and 
treatments of sure-fire “Peg o' My 
Heart,” “Some Enchanted 
ning,” “Claire de Lune.” “TI Can 
Dream, Can't I?,” “Room Full of 
Roses,” “Girls Are the Same All 
Over.” medleys of hit parade num- 
bers and, for a comedy session, an 
amusing business-packed version of 
“McNamara’s Band.” The frequent 
vocals spice the swift proceedings 
and, like the ungarnished instru- 
mental emanations, are carried off 
perfectly and prove highly listen- 
able. 

Extraordinary and novel difficult 
tap routines, solo and precision, 
lift the Hoctor & Byrd dance act 


to the upper quality brackets. 
They're slick, and their rhythm is 
superb. Their “LaConga”  step- 


ping is one of a number of high- 
lights. The first-rate Cecil Golly | 
orchestra opens the show with “It’s 
Great Day,” embellished by Mabel 
Stanley’s and glee club warbling. 
Room filled for supper show. 
Rees. | 


Eve- | 


| Shelburne ys N. Y. 
(HOTEL SHELBURNE) 
Juanita Hall, Patricia Bright 
'Mivais & Miranda, Norman Wal. 
jlace, Cy Coleman 3; $2.50 mini. 


Petre, 


| Juanita Hall's entry into the 

supper club field. doubling the mu- 

sical smash, “South Pacific.” is a 
tent lure for the Shelburne 
ounge. 

Miss Hall probably scored one 
of the most incisive hits in the 
short history of this room with a 
wide catalog of tunes, which winds 
up with a reprise of “Bali H’ai.” 





from the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
musical. Her numbers have the 
Slamp Of authority pri chal ii aiid 
feeling. She embraces a wide va- 
riety of chansons, including blues 


and tunes with a spiritual flavor 
Miss Hall obliged with a couple of 
encores and still left them clamor 
for She's 


ing more doing one 
show nightly in this spot. 
The rest of the bill is similarly 


in a high vein. Josef Mirais and 
Miranda, South African baladeers, 
deliver a melodic and humor laden 
turn. Their folksongs are styled 
in a refreshing manner and with 
content and delivery rating marked 


attention. Efforts are well re- 
ceived. 
Comedienne Patricia Bright, 


lone holdover on the bill, continues 
to project clever and biting satires. 
She preemed a Russian impersona- 
tion on this program in a manner 
which indicates that knowing cus- 
tomers will keep on calling for this 


number, as well as her better- 
known French singer spoof. Miss 
Bright has developed into one of 


the smarter supper room satirists 
and has acquired a fairly large fol- 
lowing. 

Cy Coleman is one of the more 
promising of the younger pianists. 
His renditions come off with feel- 
ing. as well as dextrous keyboard 
ing He’s backed by guitar and 
bass and net result is one of pleas 
urable listening Other item on 
the bill is Norman Wallace ‘New 
Acts). Jose. 


Mermaid Reom. N. ¥. 

(PARK SHERATON HOTEL) 

Adrian Rollini Trio. Alyce Cro- 
nin, Stan Hyers; no cover or mini- 
rreadrn. 


The Mermaid Room of the Park 
Sheraton hotel underwent a quiet 
transformation on the talent policy 
sometime ago. It seems to be work 
ing out successfully inasmuch as 
business is going along at a fairl) 
hefty level. Major change is the 
shift to musical acts only. Singers 
and other type of cocktail enter- 
tainers have been given the go by 


so that the spot is in position to 
eliminate the 20°: federal amuse 
ment tax. 


The trick in buying talent for a 
spot of this type is to vary the mu- 
sical entertainment. The cafe has 
accuiupiished this edrcellentiy to 
the extent of getting a name out- 
fit to head the bill. The Adrian 
Rollini trio, a standard in theatre 
and cafes, is one of the better mu- 
sical outfits, having excellent vis- 
ual and well as aural values. Rol- 
lini’s work at a variety of instru- 
ments, including the chimes. vibes, 
piano, holds attention. His col- 
leagues at the bass and electric 
guitar throw in some virtuoso licks 
as well as providing a solid musi- 
cal background and beat. He's a 
long term holdover here. 

Other acts fare well in their re- 
spective spots. Stan Hyers plays 
an ear-arresting electric organ in 
a variety of styles that meets the 
musical tastes of a variety of pa- 
trons, while Alyce Cronin charms 
the customers from her piano. 

The straight musical talent does 
better in this room than the pre- 
vious format. Revolving platform 
upon which the acts work has been 
difficult for singers and talking 


acts because no sooner would they 


interest one group of listeners, 
they would spin away to another 
set and lose the original crowd. 
With a straight musical format this 
doesn’t exist. Jose. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 6 
Okum in from Raybrook. 
N. Y., sanatorium to mitt the gang. 
He reports that Isabelle Rook, 
Princess Alda Benedict and Pa- 
tricia Mitchell are all doing O. K. 

Wilton H. Birdsong. of the 
Neighborhood Theatres, Inc., Rich- 
mond, Va., checked in for rest and 
observation. 

Sam LaBalbo elated over good 
clinic report. 

Ted Hooper. former manager of 
Palace theatre, Akron, O.. doing 
nip-ups over his latest medical re- 
port which ups him for all meals 
and privileges. 

Jack Waldron. emcee. and Don 
Grosini, magician, took time out 
between shows to ogle hospital 
and chat with Ban Schaffer and 
Eddie Vogt. 
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Wednesday, December 7, 1949 


Rexy. N. Y. 

Mindy Carson, Chandra-Kaly 
Dancers (5), Debonaires (5). Tom- 
my Trent, Los Gatos (3); “Dane- 
ing in the Dark” (20th), reviewed 
in Variety Nov. 9, "49. 





The Roxy’ s stageshow makes a 
couple of auspicious debuts with 
this program, notably the unveil- 
ing of its new stage and the Broad- 
way theatre bow of Mindy Carson. 

The new platform designed by 
Arthur K.norr appears to be as ver- 
satile as a troupe of acrobats and 
a lot prettier too. The new addi- 
tion comprises a combination shell 


and bow! which houses the band, 
and which is flanked bv stairs 
on each side. It can be moved 


forward to give keen backing to a 
singer or shifted to the rear to 
provide the needed space for dance 
and novelty acts. The decor is ex- 
tremely tasteful, sufficiently sub- 
dued not to detract from the turns 
working in front of it, and at the 
same time striking enough to add 
lustre to the proceedings. 

In this atmosphere, Miss Carson 
made her bow. Comparatively un- 
known until recently, she _ estab- 
lished herself with a recent Copa- 
cabana, N. Y.. date, as well as 
Victor recordings and an NBC 
thrice-weekly sustainer. Songstress 
has a good deal of warmth in her 
voice and a fine interpretive flair. 
She’s nicely gowned and carries a 
good song portfolio, thus giving 
her all essentials for a rousing 
mitt and scores handily. Tunes 
were well mixed for variety and 
show her off to advantage. 

The Roxy has also brought back 
another act, The Debonaires, who 
haven't been on Broadway for a 
long time because of a European 
tour. Male quintet has an imagina- 
tive terp routine depicting the ma- 
chine age turning out various prod- 
ucts until the engineer feeds liq- 
uor to robots and is subsequently 
beaten by the mechanical men. It 
goes over neatly. 

The rest of the program is also 
solid. The Chandra Kaly dancers 
show some picturesque Javanese 
jive. Their routines are tasty and 
stagefilling and make it easier for 
the rest of the show. Los Gatos 
provide an expert acro display hit- 
ting applause jackpots with a three 
high while Tommy Trent also 
scores with a Punch and Judy 
turn and a puppet dance as an en- 
core. Both do well. Jose. 


Olympia. 1, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 4. 
Bob Sydney, Paul 
The Parkers, Del- 
Cats, Les Rhode 
“Easy Living” 


Sonny Tufts, 
Beckley & Co., 
lan's Boxing 
House Orch; 
(RKO). 


Sonny Tufts is the marquee lure 
here this week, with dual appear- 
ance on stage and screen. e's a 
personable performer, but by no 
means, can his singing be labelled 
sock. Rather, his is the typical p.a. 
with his amiable approach aiding 
in glossing the obvious weaknesses 
of stint. In spots he comes up to 
a fair songselling standard, but, 
overall, the voice just isn't there. 
Best in his version of “Egyptian 
Ella.” 

Show stealers are Dellan’s 
ing Cats and Bob Sydney. | 
feline fancvings in a ring raise 
howls and mitts: Sydney for a 
smoothly working emcee and in 
own slot garners a steady howl via 
fresh gags and some incisive im- 

reshes of screen and radio well- 
— 

Paul 
novelty 
landscape 
aud reception. 


Box- 
The 


Beckley works in on the 
side with his lightning 
sketchings for healthy 
while the Parkers’ 
balancing and muscle control hit 
the groove. Les Rhode house 
orch handles showbacking in able 
fashion. Lary. 





Apollo. N. Y. 


“Smart Affairs of 
1950,” with Milt Buckner Orch 
(12). Mabei Scott, Aland & Angell, 
George Kirby, Butterbeans & Su 
sie. Janet Sayre Line (9); “Feath 
ered Serpent” (Mono). 


Larry Steele's 


Aside from a line of six femmes 
and three boys, Larry Steele's 
“Smart Affairs of 1950" largely re- 
sembles a standard Apollo show in 
format. Milt Buckner’s band sup- 
plies the music while some five 
other turns round out the bill. 
There’s a fair amount of talent 
in the layout. however, and for 
the most part the unit succeeds in 
pleasing the payvees. 

Buckner, who used to pound the 
ivories for Lione] Hampton, now 
fronts his own aggregation of three 
rhythm, six brass and three reed. 
Iader is no bargain on the vibes, 
but’ proves to be much better on 
the On the latter instrument 
he works up plenty of steam via 
“Milt's Boogie.” a tune which 
elicits warm applause. 

Smartly attired terp team of 
Aland & Angell clicks with its ball- 
room prancing and scores particu- 


larly with lifts and spins. 
shows an added grace and preci- 
sion which the couple lacked in a 
previous stint here. Mimic George 
Kirby, who only played the house 
a couple weeks ago, unwraps vo- 
cal carbons of more than a half- 
dozen top Negro performers. De- 


spite his quick repeat, Kirby earns 


a solid response. 


Comedy slot is held down well 


by Butterbeans & Susie, a familiar 
act at this spot. Veteran couple 
sock across their songs and patter 
and register handily with a _jit- 
terbug routine at the windup. Girl 
and boy chorus competently does 


~ 


a jungle number that brings in 
an unbilled lad and fe mme for 
wd AB « appeCa.. ay DE Sli aK? i2htial 
dance 


Line's other production number 
is tagged “Show Business.” Steele 
does an introductory spiel for this 
sequence, but unfortunately, much 
of his comments are partially 
drowned out by the band. But on 
the whole. Buckner’s outfit cuts 
the show well and also shines with 
“Hamp’s Boogie” at the finale. 
Steele’s lengthy “Smart Affairs,” 
incidentally, would be a lot punch- ’ 
ier if it were trimmed down 15 
minutes. Janet Sayre, terper, and 
sen’stress Mabel Scott are re- 
viewed under New Acts. Gilb. 


RKO. Rent on 


Boston, Dec. 2. 

Congaroos ‘4), Chris - Cross, 
Peagy Taylor Trio, Fred Sanborn, 
Patsy Garrett, Rudy Cardinas, 
George Kaye, Pallenvergs Bears, 
Larry Flint House Orch; “Story of 
Molly X” (UI) 


Due to usual pre-Xmas slump, 
current stanza winds up vaude here 
for a few weeks, but this layout 
gives it a neat bowoff that should 
have fans wanting its prompt re- 
turn, for it adds up to fairly solid 
fare throughout. 


Highlighting is the youthful 
Mexican import. Rudy Cardinas, in 
sixth spot, and one of the most 
amazing jugglers seen here in 
some time. Guy has a tremendous 
amount of ability coupled with 
agility and sock timing, and is a 
master of balancing twirling balls. 
Neatest stunt was balancing three 
twirling balls. two on his finger 
tips and the third on a stick held 
in his mouth. Bows off with nifty 
top hat juggling stint. hats landing 
on his head to strict rhythmical 
band background. 

Bill gets off to fast start with 
the Congaroos, a mixed sepia quar- 
tet of dancers, who give out with 
some strenuous jitterbug routines. 
Chris-Cross, one of the better ven- 
tros, scores neatly with his three 
singing dummies, the Ink Spots im- 
presh garnering neatest applause. 
Peggy Taylor Trio, a cute femme 
with two male partners, draw nice 
returns with some nifty adagio 
tricks, the gat taking quite a toss- 
ing around. 

Fred Sanborn. who combined a 
deadpan comic style with an agil- 
ity on the xylophone. proved to be 
a neat laugh getter with his zany 
antics. Patsy Garrett, late of the 
Fred Waring family. ably vocalized 
three pops with “Ill Be Seeing 
You” strictly in the groove. George 
Kaye. a comic in next-to-closing, 
got mixed returns for his gab, his 
psychologist routine grabbing loud- 
esi vocks. Pallenberg's Bears, 
playing ball. juggling and riding 
bikes. make a neat closer for what 
was overall an okay bill. Elie. 


Casino. Toronto 


Dec. 2. 
Martez & 
Thel 
Shir- 
Ehala, 
Girls 
Orch: 


Toronto, 


Gate Quartet 
Bozo Snyder (3) 
Wilbur Rance, 
Madeliene 
Gregory 
House 


Golden 
Lucia ‘2) 
ma Frechette, 
ley Cameron, 
Jimmy Cameron 
(18). Archie Stone 
“Dark Mirror” (U) 


On rhythm spirituals and pops, 
Golden Gate Quartet is packing 
them into this vaude spot for ter- 
rific reception and begoffs, with 
customers unable to get enough of 


these splendid harmonizers. Boys 
do such standards as “Tiger Rag” 
and “Shadrach.” seque into “Luc ky 
Old Sun” and “Don't Cry. Joe,’ 
and then wham with “Dry Bones” 
and “Mule Train 

Traveler parts on a flash, mod- 
ernistic full-stage opening with 


girls in metallic costumes for kicks 
and step-out specialties, with Thel- 
ma Frechette on for spirited song 
solo. “You've Got to Have What 
It Takes.’ Bozo Snyder scores on 
his standard panto act; with Mar- 
tez & Lucille over big on their 
rhumba rhnvthmiecs. acrobatics and 
head -stands. Charles Gregory, 
choreographer. has girls back for 
a nicely costumed interpretation of 
Ravel's “Bolero” to flame effects, 
with Madeliene Ehala doing a spec- 
tacular wand dance. Whole 85- 
minute layout is swiftly-paced and 
top entertainment, with eve-filling 
company roundup. McStay. 


Duo | 


Palace, N. ¥. 


Louis & Oliver Sisters, Eddy 
Manson, Ruth & Tom Rafferty. 
Keye Luke, 3 Extreems, Crosby 


| Sister (2), Johnny Burke, Edwards 
& Diane, Don Albert’s house orch: 
“The Threat” (RKO), reviewed in 
VARIETY Oct 26, °49. 


New Palace stage layout blends 
neatly such established acts as 
Johnny Burke and Eddy Manson 





with vaude newcomers such as 
Ruth and Tom Rafferty and the 
Three Extreems ‘(New Acts’. cap- 


ping the bill with a film name in 


the person of Keye Luke. Result 
is an audie nce pleasing nn min- 
titac \f oes ‘ 

tined ond solidly paced. 

Louis and Oliver Sisters, latter 
two sturdily-built gals, open the 
bill with some impressive bal 


ancing feats, involving mainly the 
distaffers standing on Louis’ head 
while he parades up and down 
some stairs. Different versions of 
the routine. in none of which he 
uses hands, lend it enough variety 
to draw hefty applause. Harmonica 
Virtuoso Eddy Manson demon- 
Strates a fine, sure-noted technique 
in a mixture of classic and pop 
tunes, topped by his outstanding 
renditions of Enesco’s “Romanian 
Rhapsody” and “St. Louis Blues.” 
Guy has complete control of his 
instrument and looks to be one 
of the better mouth-organeers 
around. Marjorie Wells accomps 
competently at the piano. 

Luke, the “No. 1 Son” in Charlie 
Chan pictures for a number of 
years, has a nifty act for his cur 
rent personal appearance tour, 
marked mainly by some excellent- 
ly-done impressions of pix stars 
Bits of foreign dialect he tosses 
in sound sufficiently surprising 
coming from a Chinaman to get 
the necessary laughs. Crosby Sis- 
ters also score with their vocal- 
izing and slapstick. Blonde mem- 
ber of the team carries most of 
the load with her uninhibited com- 
edics, but nullifies some of the 
results in spots by punching too 
hard. 

Burke is still doing his World 
War I draftee monolog and, with 
the exception of a few lines to 
tie in the more recent fracas, ap- 
parently hasn't changed his mate- 
rial at all. Change is not neces- 
sary, however, since the surefire 
lines and his well-paced delivery 
still get yocks. Edwards and Diane 
close the bill with graceful ball- 
roomology, featuring some stand- 
ard and neatly-done lifts and spins. 
Don Albert and the Palace house 
orch back the show capably 

Stal 


Orpheum. L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 
Jack Spot, Anita Martel, Doris 
King, Frank Payne, Inesita, with 


Villarino; Arthur & Morton Havei, 
Hoffman & Schoop, Pat Rooney, 
Sr., Rene Williams House Orch 


(10) with Herb Kern: 
signment” (Lippert). 
It’s a slick layout this week at 
the Orpheum, but the appearance 
of Pat Rooney, Sr., alone is suffi- 
cient to carry the entertainment 
load. However, sprinkled among 
the supporters are several good 
vaude acts which help make the 
time pass nicely while awaiting 
Rooney's closing spot appearance. 
Rooney works with seasoned 
ease, sure of himself, the wares he 
has to offer and how the audience 
will accept them He points up 
fact that while vaude is showing up 
some smart newcomers to the four- 
a-day, it is still the oldtimers who 
can take just a fair bill and wrap 
ii up into something worth see- 
ing Showy soft shoe to “Rosie 
O'Grady.” “It Seems Like Old 
Times” and “Tea tor Two” is Roo 
ney at his best, and he is captur 
ing audience fancy at every show. 
Still a personality kid after 60 
vears in show business, the passing 
of time has mellowed his work, 
rather than slowing it down. 

Atop a unicycle, Jack Spot gets 
the current bill off to the proper 
start, and earns himself a good 
hand. Anita Marte!, a curvy bun- 
die from Britain, juggles her way 
through seven minutes of excel- 
lent palm-pounding. Gal's not de 
buting in these parts having 
played nitery and other dates lo- 
cally, but the British accent. pert 
personality and looks get over 

Frank Payne started slow with 
his singing impersonations of 
vocal names, but style and presen- 
tation build to a smart reception. 


“Tough As- 





Arthur & Morton Havel. vaude 
vets, get over with a lot of tomfool 
patter, particularly pleasing with 


their bits on a boxing lesson and 
song writing. 

More concert than vaude are 
Hoffman & Schoop, piano team. 
Keyboard work is okay technically, 
but lacks color for a vaude stege. 
In the recital class is Inesita. Span- 
ish dancer. Her work is just mild- 
ly received. Terper does have a 
polished guitarist in Villarino, 
though. His work is interesting in 
between the three dances Inesita 


{ 
offers. 


Doris King. 
leoker, pleases with soprano range 
on three straight songs, but should 
chuck the jazzed up “Blue Danube” 
version used for encore. Brog. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 2. 

The Antaleks (5), Bonnie Baker, 
Terry & Ralph Rio, Al Morgan, Irv 
Kupcinet’s “Harvest Moon Festival 
Winners,” Cari Sands Orch; “Anna 
Lucasta” (Col). 

Regular stage show has been cut 
to four acts due to the length of 
the added revue of the Sun-Times 


amateur winners. However, layout 
stacks un ws solid ferelexcent. fax... 
the overdone “Mule Train” num 


ber by the band, which seemed un 
rehearsed 

The Antaleks, two men and 
three gals, rate high for then 
acrobatics, with quartet getting 


hefty hand for their shinning up 
poles and turns on the bigh bars 

Bonnie Baker has revamped her 
material and uses all her song hits 
af yesteryears in a clever parody 
on “Oh, Johnny.” Petit miss scores 
with “There's No Excuse for You” 
for strong bowoff 

Terry and Ralph Rio 
doing the same routine 
child heckler with the 
man, get yvocks laid one 
top another. Gal, attired in 
ers, really manhandles her 
ner. Duo click with “Ma, 
Making Eyes at Me.” 

Al Morgan, headliner, is one of 
the breeziest personalities to hit 
this stage in several months. He 
resembles a human dynamo as he 


while still 
about the 
straigh.: 
right on 
romp 
part 
He's 


flavs the piano keys with intro 
“When You're Smiling.” He re 
prises an oldie, “Everywhere You 
Go,” and in a happy mood gets 
the audience humming with “Pow 


Sunshine 

chatter, 
medley 

ears 


der Your Face With 

After some engaging 
singer and pianist does a 
of tunes, popular 10 or 15 
ago—a smart contrast to acts, who 
hammer out the top 10 Such 
songs as “Rose of Washington 
Square,” “I've a Pocketful of 
Dreams,” and “Goodie, Goodie,” 


register with the matinee young- 
sters as well as the oldsters. Mor 
gan follows with “Half a Heart,” 
similar in vein to his best selling 
record, “Jealous Heart,” which he 
uses to get off after hefty ap 
plause. 


Irv Kupcinet, Chicago Sun-Times 
columnist, makes an easygoing m.c 
but doesn’t have much to work 
with in this crop of Harvest Moon 
winners, with the exception of Bob 
Deu, handsome six-foot crooner. 

Zabe 





| on the the Upbeat | 


of <<: amet George Wells 
band had option picked up again 
at Majestic Gardens. 


Continued from pace 46 =! 





Chicago 

Jimmy Dorsey into Deshler-Wal- 
lick hotel, Columbus, O.. for two 
weeks, Jan. 2... Singer Joe Isbell, 
rounding out a year as yodeler at 
the Swiss Chalet, Bismarck hotel, 
penned and recorded one of his 
tunes, “I Cried and I Prayed.” 
Claude Thornhill on one-night- 
ers in midwest territory in Jan- 
uary Ditto Henry Busse and Tiny 
Hill Frankie Masters.currently at 
Stevens hotel. off to Florida with 
wife for two-week vacash. the first 
break Masters has taken during his 
year stand in the Boulevard Room 
Bob Ehlert and Layton Bailey, 
with MCA Chi office, switched to 
cocktail department from bands 
Mort Schaeffer, music publish- 
attorney, appointed to copy- 
committee of American Bar 
Ass'n Lenny Herman set for 
Hollanden hotel. Cleveland, Jan 13 
for a month. following his current 
local Glass Hat, Congress hotel, 
stint Disk jockey Howard Mil- 
ler returns to WIND and a new dj 
<how across the board for Zenith 
radio distribs and MGM records 
Miller will also feature phone con- 
versations with musical names 
around the country Don Reed 
set for Peabody hotel. Memphis, 
Dee 12. for three-weeker Law- 
rence We'k hack to Trianon ball- 
room Dec. 25. staying until Feb 
18 Page Cavanaugh Trio into 
Basil's, Kokomo, Ind... Dec. 26 for 
one-weeker Ken Griffin set for 
Dude Ranch. Hamilton. O. for two 
we cks beginning Jan. 9 David 
LeWinter’s orch, at the Pump 
Room of the Ambassador-Rast 
hotel, celebrates his fourth anni at 

the spot, Dec. 12 


Hollywood 


Sportsmen Quartet gors on a 16- 
city personal appearance tour of 
clubs and vaude dates after their 
four-week stand at the Cocoanut 
Grove, opening Dec. 13 Avian 
Jones etching two standards and 
a pair of pops for RCA-Victor 

Dick Haymes doubling of “Keep- 
sakes” and “Hush, Little Darlin’” 


ers’ 


right 


tall bionde | 


has just hit the racks for Decca... 
Andre Previn has dashed off 
“Dancers at Home,” original to be 
sung by Fred Astaire and Vera- 
Ellen in Metro’s “Three Little 
Words” . Jack Smith tees off in 
February in San Diego on a Coast 
concert tour, using Frank De Vol’s 
orch, girl singer and variety acts 
in the package. He's guaranteed 
$2,500 nightly for the show. 
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Darlene Benson, 
Aronia. af. the 


ow els — 


ot naelig “section 
A hard-working guy on the band- 
stand, Pear! draws on this assem- 
blage for its full variety, the port- 
folio generally being geared for 
rhythms in the sweet-commercia! 
pattern, with a generous sprink- 
ling of pop standards, Latin tunes 
and current faves 

In addition to work for dancers 
and nightly radio time via WDAF, 
crew has the assignment here of 
backing the George Arnold 
“Rhythm on lee” show on a three- 


a-day schedule With advent of 
the Pearl outfit, Arnold, whose 
company has held forth in the 
Grill for five months now, came 
up with a revised edition Pearl 
sparks the show as m. c., and the 
orch-ice show is proving a happy 


combo for this deluxe dinner room, 
with biz holding a steady pace 
Quin. 


SANDY SANDIFER ORCH (7) 
With Betsy Jones 
Drum Room, Kansas City 


A crew well-known on the Coast 
and through the southwest. Sandy 
Sandifer orch is playing its first 
date in this area at the Drum 
Room of the President hotel It 
evidently is drawing the paying 
customers, as the D. R. has lifted 
option twice, and now has set the 
crew through the balance of the 
year 

Brand of rhythms is in the soft, 
subdued stylings, with Sandifer 
sparking throughout on trumpet 
and solovox and in arranging. A 
onetime professor of music at 
Texas Wesleyan College, Sandifer 
turned bandleader and has more 
than a decade behind him on the 
bandstands 


On instrumentation of three 
tenors, string bass, drums, piano- 
celeste and trumpet, orch classes 


as tenor-flavored. In the vocal de- 
partment Betsy Jones adds hoth 
capable warbling and bundle of 
blonde looks Hal Nelson steps 
down from the reed section to vo- 


cal on pop ballads, and Sandifer 
takes the lead on novelty tunes. 
Combo of vocals and wide range 


of instruments makes crew long on 
entertainment for the thrice-night- 
ly shows in the room Outfit is 
well-rounded and fs!! favcred, the 
work it's putting out belying its 
size, Quin. 
BIX BELAIR ORCH (160) 

Bellevue Casino, Montreal 

After years around Montreal as 
one of the top dance combinations, 
Bix Belair is currently furthering 
his reputation at the iavish Casino 
with his sock production music and 
in-between offerings. 

With Belair featured on trum- 
pet, band relies on brass section 
of two trumpets, three sax and 
trombone for its neat arrange- 
ments Belair mixes his tunes 
neatly. pleasing both young and 
old With two elaborate shows 
nightly and featuring plenty of 
vocal offerings, Belair stays on the 
instrumental side for customer 
hoofing, avoiding the usual chirper 
and novelty kicks Newt, 


DEAN HUDSON ORCH (16) 
With Sherry Sisters 
Click, Philly 

Dean Hudson specializes in the 
bouncey rhythms which find so 
much tavor in the hotel rooms and 
at college proms; but srch also 
shapes up as a show band for 
straight listening. Notable feature 
of the instrumentation is one trum- 
pet and four trombones in brass 
section, which leader claims makes 
for greater depth of sound 


Leader neatly dresses up num- 
bers in presentation style 
A Dixieland four steps out of 


tenor-sax, 
to give out 
Band” 
in med- 
band vocalizes on 
“Why Don't You Haul Off and 
Love Me,” and Lenny Hove. pian- 
ist. joins the Sherry Sisters trio in 
the vocalizing 

Effective soloist is Ernie Olge, 
the trumpeter, who plays “Minka.’ 

The girls, Paula. Carol and Janie 
Sherry, are okay for looks and reg- 
ister best with their “Waiting for 
the Robert E. Lee.” Weakest offer- 
ing is the comedy trombonist, Phil 
Bauers, who cames on shoeless and 
shirtless in a hillbiliy turn that 
closes with Bauer playing trom- 
bone with his foot. Gagh, 


the ensemble ‘clarinet 
trumpet and trombone) 
with “Alexander's Ragtime 
and “Darktown Strutters 
levy. The whole 


Oe he we 









| 















ber 7, 1949 
y 
Wednesda 
































o 
Shee 
ord & 

For 












10 

Pepi 

vastio & 
k 

0c 

Laye 

| Johnny 





















, and 
re ey . 
— cts xt eee intime 
he A this dig, 
g t to iss In . 
frontin orchs d Mis: n wit 
from Styles mands attention, with 
ic n n an 
’ Dick he commands on 
E ds arra fron ” and 
Brooks ENZ an deft ‘Water Do” a 
Sack Fletche 3 T & D her nality. ith ‘ bry 1 bringin 
ore | dees gnaw —— | UMAR . which pe pening station, Arms, ate wi “e 
| oe bee (Giretsseeamere Novelty —_ - =| - . Me in Your ‘Sues Indig 
do , 9 Min A e ic am, | doe e Pe Wi iss In 
vill iland | Ciel Lind M 1 nov er ur d eM UP *, Miss fe. 
Ni t  oxe 9 nial, r Am to nd “Tak ing D san pe ca 
- ‘ | Peter ton in O Colo ula ian gia ffer Su -atio type 
ae Ryder | lary Hoch Ore ic tac tral o En or i ner © Old lific ller-typ' >wt. 
& &: Eady Bort | Spec ts eek t nga h ky i aed Ne 
a Pm e ore Ed cha } »d i ar is wee ine e rong | “Lucky eds a » the s 
De Moor so Se Misc | playe er his mi st e ee tee nce 
| Ss i S Hobby, Fete, ‘ve 0 | ere prevurns t 7 audeville 7 cinch f — 
i : istmas gZ Vv house. is aes 
Alen AG ks | whic hristt min ny r a 
“village Cc lar Ww Cc ir a m , 0 a 
I = CHI 3 Meadowlas Lae ‘show in a “January, oF <r EEMS 
T Y » | 4 HintOMes = ee s-presentatio 4 Rasppeared HREE EX 2 
new , ees Steve en age- yme Z +. ap t--iS THRE y rising 
ow tack Way tel ce } st ill co ibly ave ee, 5 ed} ris ized 
R17 of cb 8 gett 1 | Ho on | or wil oss a» ha see Be Com s. . comfy se siz 
_MBE das at; ck "Campbel "Spice wien Duo ry. P They ite at @ Mins nN. Y. ns. erage cent 
ECE - ning poo: a " erma ‘oa iis (2) ‘ebruar) all SGT a in front | oe - ctree! av ninise 1i- 
7 ARI oF D ; te ope indeewart —_ iariey Ore | jea — Fene® Hi: je Wi ing in eith Pala Ex oo on > sin 
Dia) Deot a MaxWeurt « isic =~ tite ning w ree iy. are the x= 
. EK - indica k <0; a cw ce Nag Hote Rob } Lewi s Mu eT aa ype n ‘op on. Thr ; a gu) ad. » but yi 
WE : low tit wee Metall: Jor aaie ne Buddy L a ait” OVE mn, ¢ “kd hme size ye ee oy sical it 
-- be pl hon | » st tre ksto »s0n Bud Ac dea at tur bac Trenc ta 1¢-S yint - anle : vsice abou 
bitte er © Fam ry is Biac “homy in ivian Bis ee: . é »ar's - of 1e - Fy inen - kir ne | & St phy nocké ich 
with r ful rM) Khe . cay 17 Mart Skating 3 yes “imax -scer or, as Conti , &\* nd 0 Hite inly »s kno whi 
‘tom pethe sanded 1) de fay-Bu . Bro peorse ier 1 ca > apes ore C cafe Jenzer, 1g mine, at an Lo, ™ mo rolve ns, = ns in 
nner eire ant; Ken Ta "Doy Pets one we t Ore |. ee: ry asters se a & I fferit anto s thz of Lo is inv st pa rjations 1g 
jn oO veg ee alter 3 0 lian F Bure - ot lie © Jer k Ma Hou of art io i pz tons (by pity act mos varia ancil 
le dic Para Wa > Ju fac n e Salle e eran er na nc anc ele il ; lar a he he ala 
ra inaies KR) - mg rty ck LaSal are Free im Dur ; and g a sk = >ms rt t > b 
= aoe. Oo iw pmeres Aaeer me Daye Ne es vis hegarde toe. tails a ee and lleys tree y for ' e on nny 
. ren Muss; a Le Talt« by \ + opper & PE - cnet la jildeg: re G Hote in - te lumin sles r pu ce. meds italiz e fu such 
in pew) 3 Noel Cros z } we HORFS cin po I lvato an atter. by > ais “sO dien co » capi - som a ith $s st 
Loew ; e Jackie Cros” rx cartons, | las Br **'sherm un pa a rope au -ked yc ee A wit res 
to tere Paulette et ee bles a pelt n 1 Step s Snese I dan und | ible 1 he blackes thes ht fe a. sual inte 4 
h) 1 & jen = OF adores ich eee s DIxO Soe a a. “College, rig a sh arow! rvisi of t re hos- heigh rou 5 usu nce nie t 
Powith Jis h 10 A pence ee eee Gs ie Sdorable <on Ore artis Gen ller dash 4 of ir ads © im a rom Pp s. d terp n, &: udie con ou- 
Y with giis ed -mal - fies dhea Dal sce “rres son llis smu on -ans hea : rit = fr ime an ma st a igh R : 
cit ae Saat 1A “ieee > Re aT dogg en ey Wei Nels nea he dito nes rostu c ittle m: mos nou off axi- 
ORK 8 Ray sen mi Mat Pa s Dresser 4 arre » Da » Ore on re (i! no I rey ¢t aut col e Cc mic, Lit -aws dae av ¢ ma 
vor) Ce AA P VEC IED $ ON Fi ; ts ce hito % Christit Albi ee ane tion th d co of dra tebe My to get \s 
new itol ore ,¢ ia 2 eae L e iM , & » Ros a Mi: Mon Ciro’s cn xen Fields stage ina int on an kill : ets, ‘cs a ons sd to Act 
Cap lds lymP ie pir en kie re vVictol ort act n et Stage lum in e s Im a he rest acea 
Fie ° i mnie, Greet D Phillipe & ust Giver es Norman, Fiel out; il b  eceet and ne the 1 idly-pac tion kings. 
a, A Lee Pat See tu aT Fletcher bt sen & os = Paul t I —_. 3 eo 9 yarnel o out, rescen ma ation bow 7 ca- a ke t solid . rece} boo tal. 
vves , Ae Roy ilos Cyril 4 — SHEPHER $ Loren Mori ward ih Rem horest sird. ina take by d ma s are S ie ude st 
‘7 ane _ y + ‘ z So pt beciactondiy hagine ise on ines a ont~ va 
Lath Ad = owese Maxe Bre 2 & 1 s iy sHE mpire f Lan Aaron elsing® w nnet Gree it . s in alr lau seco i tine aud imilat 
Joey “pt hea s Wally Bros FORO. r hangs om ‘% Wen ws Rive & « etbert erson teen orton ert B nbines -r s—apP avy - ipiec um < y sim 
MNES Can na mes BEO 10 . an | e & Rg Deel odes ers vets i1 Gi Jame Ei xy ™N Gilb con orde “obes ; hed Occ m » for » 
yea Ha " 4 w 1 Fr itch TE Rh rd } Paul = cue mn tt 1 athre as ~- ay 
a mere ‘Music He “ “ A... ™. : LR Lee . om “prugr & Jimmie e | For une Les, Weinrot ore high n pane Colonial bill d a ok a 
cee tine Rosa Nivel olds Pee _ me ce | » E\ rraine ifiel< ore _. bene ne br¢ y c he 4 t-act © cte hich R: 
~_ ' ( is on en die? Vere ony rde acit) t igh ctract wh »M 
Bet Lipt bod sim | > NDON & *. & n Mm Mauve lle 2) | n Br and k us Ga 1 pa at ne ext! in leg TC 
cart Bea 4 Ma —s see aclit Bette. ah aoe & Be met Billy Ch ismare = Vinsernot ight ot oO first bit dy’s > ITH & > a 
eee pros . ney ey a Ro Gusset ld © TER S$ Bebe Erne ‘essell Bills tel Bi jally  ppott a cth spo! are estive ; a lad) scene, RUT » have | 
One ites lle Vietariell 4 M'Dona es OL arom Bess we" ynn ; Doris A ler a ghs eee reels rond set 7 | nee a) Mage 
ke B at M NC - a A toda i nl ore ee eail ‘ aup” suss** feels con com! Danet S. , affert: re W 
a. a ad “Clive sur drom Wiitrians ee isbe tt » | Pele } le On per a oo is Mins. y. Ra Tn @ 
> "ek gan rs Alan ¢ ; Carr HipPeitiiott Maailey eal yor, Benne Bese Mel Co ore mil the b mmy mes strip 10: e, N. Tom e sa draws »s 
svm lace \ rris ann HE itana M ho a eontt Bill ater Me che — a of t dun lso s § tup alac ® nd danc but ckle S. 
: Pa nf Ha 4 & : G ' e G is Ke R arash dgew i Pan yne fa yh. a a 2s ge P ha ++ of “ks . chu suf- 
» D ond Fre op hee PO Gertie viel rs D& Ma lish H Ed nos “us ’s Oo grat 1ine, ones 0 Rut bit yockKs nce 1d s 
see othit De amet Oe iw lla anve ayce eng art Eva hor —o 5 ow ton ib Jac sant a YS dience at to 
Snot hie Bi thie x n El Da & j F Harry r ad an nc sa ge au ars a 
Sid Gat ; Trp 3 RN EKS » 110 silly wayne Betty nan Nancy rae a shi d p ull a plea ot 1 of erpe nists ich 
Sid Wong 7 3 ree P ette t »» V ra Lollis weet! ch Yon L — | u ant he sk ay n real tile t tom! whit 
Jim all nt (P ekski Burn > Pparbars en N nan S Fren “ae = 0 edy to th mi ady st ersa pan ines, ions 
“4 yaram oun Bd eed Te OO HIA i. pc Sut & slay nsbot . 1ade en steaas re V od routl variat ” 
Par nhi an sn -y F €L 7 Li 4o0lp Bros Iv » Du Gali . 4 nie - , th a . go sir 1 ev 5 all 
* Thor whe rert AD a“ an saelles rete e & e . oO V 1e1 - -sho ic-he 
. om stone . Pearman | Hengle! PASTLE Macrae ers N ov. m pas cing S ‘OTT Aeientl: ‘ith th sott-s '— a 
aos Bu niacs “ Rex 6 Se cwCA 7 Th li D oneet a fro All K * , SC oT fi ore Ww nostly ning k acr pune- 
Red pane & s ir N re ohyi © D $ ue . saa! aries — r se e 1 . se s0c r t “ 
‘ron ny J e Si = mp! 10 t oo 3 , ntin ” . dat BE ree Or - olve oO} ay > “h 18 nes. 
AC _" arson Co ser Roone ELO ly -. tees “Eig ae _ uo Ce * (M G Boun ‘Par’. M on One fot Ure ott inv fter . ey the} whicl og oe 
Mindy »K Pe *PLAINE! 11 on Stele ens . Smit! ( a Spark | Danube “Lost Irma” , in 9 Mins.; ¢ Y. Coast Mabel § this A num’ tango. cress we 
a ae Trent . w F aD Chris vel Rene ene res d ve ‘ol nc 9! - he ass I at ~ type ! ke me mt oe 1 Ww t 
Leb« my T! P fore. a 2 I Hen mich , > Lat« on = “Re » «Col, triend seco Apollo, on t stres: ion fortu stic , $0 sho tean y no 
7 a ate w OF eri <n vn Cal Duke am V Berty mb "g “Fri ‘sched rif sent sone: imat un ite slaps d by Ss a the t{ mal top 
Ss econ na . ommnen Ma eat GH 2 e n ler d she , Abs ‘Ss, S ni but | qui te doe d Ac > 
lk egg im Cee TIN pe ne N 1 nis ing ; real = t ‘ 1a n : : he alias 
Song = Hi ) enennens Dor oTT 4 Bo Law heen *) al fi hing ve le use, sn ship tu then. e a ps. the nce 
~sta ys , Bens m3 m N pire c Ce Joe « Ss ' FC ned l aug h four |} amp e he does san: ie- Gal utin ish ta for udie 
Fie Arne ello . oat i ol TER Em Leste all rord nal ve L ont ws aud ice salest gi ive Yo it Iris h = a stal. 
si as ez — ord - - x - sa boc pi. r¢ t oug sure St 
Dress ¢ Doe Gir! Betty cues e tegon & Royal Malcia “ Last ” “Lea he m t ae oll her vo eT te pator diy on st 
Diosz p Roe a a i RO a's ning el Kon ws 3 yor » 5 . ber. ib. ot t g ou Hal a her to 1 “tial “Elev ie with ong it’s a 
T —e W ie Lat Loe Fler - R & oo Z ire ant rv) Octo taas “R end artin tetos. tely ' up ; pal her Woog “ str but de 
Wa Yost honda 4 Paste os non $ Emeni van Be Zeside - the 08 st i ilitie . na sure dently » of ygie pro be ries r vau 
Bex lee inters Louis “alhou ‘Aan. V 1M nny ennis I ide. icture’ —— id ev pee Bot ith ap ee 
Co WwW RE Lo » Cs ' An Roya avne Jim De nce “Br pic pt +) al =) e's in Vv d wi . >ase E 
cee TIMO Rory Aga Rom: . TS Fra ovs and eral -ong ‘iM-G ig- Sh e i ”" an led , n't ple ACE 
‘ L Tren B T a er re ” (7 1 al 7 b ‘ 0 . Ml 
B ippedrome {0 Tee eA ag ~: _- n - | al Coverdale pine sev ieated st round e up — — - be — does c — AN W Al 
H a0 “ 8- $< b we KF 4 Te inie estly Gre *ric . Lew Sa indic leg hap ic O Bo Bo} ° sias 7) Is c ner M: . °o “4 2en 
Grane ie Bom RO Fs Hie en Tommy ray at i te a epic ie on acid I aaah NOR! jan N.¥. be 
Sta rey lac Fay Row det y Tor Murr ve tha . ” (Par “o's ike Bu en tt N o1 - to im- } s. DP r ye on 
f Ha as Pa + Sion ey eee i} ‘are ese ms tre li iate scott is V el 2 songs ge. whe ssi 
Pees en & Ea B ses Da rey Har th re} Me ks riat Ss his mb 5S Soe Ss. oun Vv rm - 
Pr rhe M jets s rat € sros adr nd nite of Lov g, 3 loo r- p fiss at I nu! se. she Min L ce. * ter fu 
Gina —— . « Ww to Pe lo B bs a ne Ww Le lies reat 4. rmer, e. ter Mis Wha es sponse eS, 5 n gil rne jalla in a is 
Parke ou for Co 7 end Des ry ise “Gre for ulg on i blu es toir ow Ibu W an *™ to ; hi 
Al ior Tt 4 free m0 3 Corn TH ar eer pan Gt ‘he B d r now a se 6 rt ‘kk gow" She ; s one , 
tor 45-1 Jer I 3 Con ou Maree T r the se four xy ‘anda! nc pe lac ng. § \an a ded ride "Ss 
Tas Mi roress GA Jive ° TSMO” $s asin st. of t it ba arst y” an audie r re} gb ying! : Norn ates pan rov " 
» Bros Gile } aot RATOGH | Ji POR al un arti C2 ges attle : hit firs Bob 1; ‘air a het fitting sw leers. I nd ce s ext yho Pp und. socal 
sf vats —“ ress Reve B as e Ba ding | the r. "a fai ting form- { hip nd es aroul t. has er W kgro the Vv s 
anys Gt cong only s on AKO th stan in Asto rer, ~ «7-7 S oe & tun ean oO back in the item 
; ay N \ erie *e8 | Jewell | uts se . = yve ter by ee of ter ia s -d er hee 
Parry alt MTOM . Le eeonet Cycling no —- © “ws ided SY © ral on bet 4 dged wee, ast ricre's. sti 
© BINGHA n it thur "pers Cy e resp N. dy, bass i A ffied $ ta of fle Kee his f ne ve be's 
yinghamton \! Saben’s ific eee he pe, eee oe not — n d 5 t styles. 
. < . . _— - s w fin h as tha tv 
eimut Dant Sabe Lorraine ri ks at tee ged para- | Ses ee ee tens eano! | ow ed te f st} ns 
it Dan ack $00 Oe on x ae on , br a em still st indicate ty 0 mson 
Helm & Martin June ba Roberts wee ‘s late ising N. ¥ mor ikely and al de ° d ina: in yariet) cha di- 
Paro & he sue ey : {TY e's misi s at? A id li ace, neral ise. and fiel ted a va Gallic ren ‘d 
Shir & Tho 3 Ww ns <. Lo KU Cc Hof pro eek as Jou of p ° ge ter Pp de temp vith Z eay e 
Ss la ur il 1EL0 Gee ae . Oo W tah h w s a rau to ttet w“ in. m 
Witte CAMDEN a SPRINGF IE! , NEW YOR git pi shelbour . SS aan _ eer aro c he chirper ._ for similar testing atten ith mumbers. ates 
, urt 34. _. a i ietel Mi { its » (Par, red sic the resul okay -ies Gi He's e ht trate ula 
Towe Hart Cen rmo ‘ Le ais Hall t 0 +4 ratte r Mu : uld he s lic pers traig cen cum ion 
cart & te €° | sherid — ange he srigh unt. ——_ i. Y. tain wo A eth py | inters ds Cee he OF ject 
> kus Ginget Dun lon e ule y mo He few N. cer ritha wi lio. a an to ih ro} e. 
Olive riesee > po eel Scanien Biv rice patricwemat atier “The , a the in pe- w ies Apo | tions ter unt in P Jos 
by hi = 2 seo a { iph } 1 Ps Co st re T lv t rns “ ns ” ter the bet e 
Bob ay W ~yller ( rk Do oget, nton ms Cy tel » « only n a etu ive 4 ni of _—— | to - til 
| F AGO Chester Dolb eee Williams \ Kaye et ore had its ru ng r re & us hat ) | of cker 
_ ‘ f 0 he n lh ¢ (4 pe ba 
How cHic iP 3 ( Free K nay Sav Samm % ‘ter v str w el we NG 1 ty h 
nee vale 3 * Bobbie Connie Saw Lorewiel ree ially d so Oo a a ug 
Chica , Ce B Mark ” c onenittis city ore Vincent werw Hall. oo Bm y done aking 8 N OF Ss yee -_—, eno — 
Bees: Ney erganngreny § titan oe Siero" al wn had oot 0m are rst lube ep yRE 
Li wack & 8 "+10 1) ae Ve n Freon T and ha ic tes. sek 20 n ir firs v ffe A 
areata =, t te | M ee ehes hnse DolPD cela lers cial wh jayda s wee ty | 2 rma eir this o an ET S ithe 
500m. sentt pe n & cnady Jo clety Kobb i-G), wn pia in rst pott; No th erts, nitery nts ~ JAN lit 
or san Jac ‘abia h uc So irch n ie nd (N lier fi t 8s he ing onc k me direc J ing e g. re 
er ee hes Prof Fal aglish » Cate cht an pent aes jamo in ear wins | wha dt Do of c soc nge e iS Dane ; On lon figu 
Al ie Ba 3 Pro yh Eni De nah rima Saph ae Dia Wo in sho " bi ome oun ries to @ arra r th ho D ins.: Y. a ely bra. 
Pe eantalaks iph 3 Raly on & ylor avann Ha Oram jarvey arte out g. Ss k ar se s in lid Inde te Ww am 6 M N. is hapely d 
2 AN Ra re “arit Ta) e S nny hop 0 at Qu st hin dad up ee so U het te c lie, re se Ss an de 
8 y & vs ¢ Ca “gie andr Joh Bis on Ne atin use ‘Laug ke lw hich sha its nt. uc ist. e. Apo Say “hos rts vau 
ett” wend oRD Mare”, ICA os Billy a ocks L Libus rs “y, rac itia w “ it tale To ian iton et rw sho lem V her 
‘arl Sanee T) se UTC c= avlor ae arcy De ¥.. in Bi, Dn with le d Pp bar d jan rpe by lar at 
Car aR 1) 10-1 — oe OF Ce, Te ol | Frank te “ott ectet N. on “(WwW ma ing har n te, ire te ff by. } er a 
Ore | Aaa illy a OD Joke AD Sex rns n r, K cing ‘Cc ra Whi - Al d gro t o this som ure 
a She Ellingte B Chin ales | ene pale 4 etu icor tobe weer, | a no ange er enor, mune Ne ll se at ith § feat 
Moor rr xe Pec TON Mor? ore Maz 5 Do bar © r atry. apr Oc one tio arr odg tt E en we tint s W ich 
Ost aa Grosso | & INGTO Ralph Font Ore | Bank ne Merce cou rc th in hin ee Men. both of li, first an wel” her § ee an ins 
Sammy GEoss PSWASHINGT oe | ere ine ¢ | Linda ine pe | “Une nine xing’s nice —_ oe enor; ge > ae qn Aaa 
Jima wooes . b+ ito ower R thar Wing Erne Trou ore d se up “ d to con Cam d te Th yea -oics use, rou kicks late som 
She! nm wh c ight , Ka y & 1 ne janer ishe ind h inte e ho on ta ero ho Ty igh rer. s § eo 
| ny das + ai Py wery Toy Fin . Lane vy fin » wi ont h cam Jo sec bass. bou 1 h nd dina fh eve orks — em 
Don AME » 12 oF Rea Lowe ey yra Bro \ art on on du m er. ber ing, a er a sua da or ber 0 how unc his ds 
(we Orc Fre A Re ivin 4 M ton avane =” Sch ore age the com "em K rua, eth us fiel nt m rn, he T an 
_ TY & cG vs Can a tie wet re ing ew ove a ris tog the Vv ‘Stude nu ve tu s : dst s 
pale Pas s cl 7 , 55, ee "s Re Duran | Frit r Cal ne_ © | auri n N r), Karls u es neds “S Pp I's hen stu han mp: 
; , i ss as (Pa -orkin o icon up Ga w ro d bu » 
Tony nsA® (Rm) owes wa ele “ore ; y le es Osca Tow te othe’ es ” ore or bo sic rom de , us ac an f tal 
Maissour lock onnet Alan Dale ck ae eibiliti gl ith | ¥°n om mu id Su impetus na = ly 
2G Has dor it Buckne sie Alan ak. | Jens Davis ssib aB week, with Cc the erpts are Old p- im lv go twhe estio ious! selop 
& G  Emit ilt Kirby | su Copse sieves” | adie  - pos se. ane ne Be $. om exc res ky rece fairl car sugg obv dev i- 
Vv en eres Sig a Bee e ve clo ot r on N. ey fr es encores uckK) da tel es t ile ; to ind 
lto Nag irby an Terr Ba uw n Ha a H inne ni k ‘ tur > E . L 00 ho ac fain Vh ds 
Car a V “o K terbe -ott pes. Ada Joa inia ni da, ‘in r4 g 1 the ly fea ’ as r zg : br ; . ee an for 
Ma auts » Ce H But 1 Se ° 1 Jan icia Ore Virg Yon “Re e W win nd ’ on : ince. ms ” fo : big sing lus a J ds. ‘ren nd dv 
Arnau lis n & abe! cove gel Patricia | | Ta 6 are lace showin rou vith i prin ite ain’ } for dress i- p rin Say Ss ar eae’ 
3 Tim Ally M et An yery Dur ore sesh Ya la Sm bo Oth Pp ild Its a 1, Ww ted uch Tr ay * tle SS dg Aiss = steps esr Ib. 
nthony jatson ahead fontgon Tavares mo Wahl Bel gnecen 1 its m ; resun (RKO dica to of s “Mule is oka} vit o ?P = d, M inal ste sh , 
" - 0 sl e ‘t. ted, igi fore 
Ant ane Weaen ree Mo auts Diamond | hy Ro out spotty wr te, in icture . and Act ith a vid Neu en or be Ss 
5 & z — BroRK only eonet roy orot arcUs ior yery Spot Affa yda hp jlews. ay ' d w ave | some tyle kings. 
jer nnin Beig 7 Wa Le dy Dor‘ Ma Fo ver) iday / pias ug rev tion : an h sc ls boo 
He cH gy AB. slori® on pee ae arto ‘Holida ce r te ice as SS auee ~~ r 
Pat s AN R) nd Op nN Gl C. ks c caure c re ‘ H van he n ‘ 00 e Vv tte ———— 
Herzots - iw Stree ole tr) e WiC Sess Sore \is mente © < mon —_ a rat etting starting 2 should — = k 
paramo nly “YOUNGS? ve One | Sal jorris® mye 6 aaa gh 8 no ck | Filities. ae ac 
yy OfGuile Nate onrt wale Me Bros Pe Play teap wor althou vu). j looms mal EY — — 
cher + os Gloria , pt = A Rigoletto Br La ig way sell. e dad” , niet. S wit d In Ss & GR | In pase 5 
Ar & & & Va B xk & ‘vans Ha r ‘De gZ e . yea. t- ES im- 
» >... U Jae Ev @ hn Parke s “Ba th on la} be NC 1 rey . rom ru 
Lo ucke oe y-Ho C yank Kin " AY 1 Pa ae ase 20n itati ts p ch ‘RA? treat G at lete d- 
FT Lort als es ANA Fr NY a enat Dell ell b e u ploi spots mu da on, FR: e Mon Gerry sock tinue omp fit-an 
Gauuier’s Tally hee * | Tome ans ons | Darr 8 saays h 7 o> ast did so a on a ine, and the lor- Con sa co pre’. sures 
Gau A (W) oree* ay Ha y eee att | Holida’ ille stur in it an w fig dese : 2™M Cas cis a up d co ———— ager ny § fig tic 
Lo neum Waele | pill ¥ as chico | The Mende Fonv rns tres ibit« -on- is. 4 vue Fran ding an Ce — man mpan) the rest 
Ore nel tap Cals | Harry te tow Li a c= etu hea xh rs d ga lle e headin rd rea ht co ng don at 
~ cone Cae walle ios oe on ste r t e bbe an e Be nn ly he wier® sc ow ne the mo e ip tha 
es . Tul Caba a Ri & aH ee web: me the -ro nd yher Jea ntly Ath was sh bra n A th lip : 
Bi & nt ee red ae nick so han ops rou horse rre wi Act 7 m on ion. to ly ¢ uf- 
cath Da 1 ‘ Ballestet on @ ig Hy’ ackg oe aan > See ce.) Taba big PEO oow sitic iy ow § 
Edit Larch TAIN stewar Mrorres parry t at t h tal b oin-& ploit vith = sine r dan Bal 13 a loss po an OF 500 w iis n 
siarityn R BRI nie Ste | vayito 3 | Gene Killiam | par ote = “sRO). W S| Vee ne Fe to spark thed lo: De ol tmen ree 
Mar Ron gown | ver ne Room raul steven vith s vr break (SR ms as ful s is fo e tos is clo nN cite was par in th 
a) Sheva py 56 ayne Paw Si w »s as 00 : ar fir : is ee ts ‘ de “et in “od 
STOW Fred S hurley Harold Bay adrid Bi MEA one — eS ae showings. 1 ‘|= ais “num f of ed 88 * ywined he foreign the a 1950 : pix 
A me Jac ile TO ita Mo a-M es jare . K ive “Fa “ds eaees™ not an ion al inte y pt ¢ ; ab, 0 19 B h 
?.—— . Melvilleis by | Rite, en Vald « rer’ ivin . g con -ecor all-s did r quctio xe h ; pain entry ttem { ring. onfa down bout wit 
ton £ "Davis ) Oirvangh care a flack Ga 5 eee wash to re = oo. (U» ands Fem ants oe If of teri eS, an ® See, us 
acksen f | ameter Migue tro ach oe man sh ies “B ilk tig kes T ge © ~ Sa ta -ludes yoti zav 
Jac ie 1 ey Cal ins b Ca ds : 2 ou sma ntry ‘orliss s. e up : silk ma er. hin lai go € - she La e 
Lia See peters Tw e , Be. adri A id ks s e Cor date ap ” s d rtn d pia! rs, BC in or si av 
a fe ylor Cees shin manos ia ’ ore ben yard big or st sha| el” in > an pa ri me CIS. | ea ich an ble. th 
Billy p Harris _—— @ , tes Dp i Ore sade ee, How = s Fo firs d to Whe nake her t to! = Fran . w he c ssi igh 
> & ai 4 Te une one Hava o bassae Sa ny “Kiss ll on aile ‘Big e s d - am‘ in by imes ct, in the poss m 
Fenton Bros ete Cat Mari panche aay Ore Johnny we 3) failed B som pag P rings © ee at tim u r in ‘ing any ich 
nt K Walcott a ‘ote! ance emere Denisore on ly fe Oe iMG th. y in on Grey's br tionin h at eithe nan¢ one. whi 
Ramen ne Haw a Was ty Br lorat les La Siitmore. gaye Deira if far ‘dent mon icely on nake tor noug it. - fi the c ilable. t. . the 
De y & ov lie (an rng Co & Ju Hotel gel a Gi ndra Burne ore cide ast id ni hers. it a is 8 y con ke ghou wt. new hat ix avai ingen el 
odney SHAM s Skating Beam H id aE Siso ore Sa poh orte In he p ich di in ot 7B) hi : thi: fancy) is slic throu Ne id t pix contif k ov ion to 
Belen MIN M 7 ingle “waT ‘Ss? Haro tel “ome Bu: ee in t hic ed °° (W in and a £ s est sa 40 " “e < Yor ditic e 
m me R c ire Ho Jere ipin Joe la e tA) W er al ate a ring | er to 1c Tew : ad “hi 
Hippodrome | een Henry |, a ~ ant Des park AY iv = flound Genera first = com ag int SHomeotfic ee in ub-ad Tack. 
Pr “ke ‘ Co La) came Ve Dan , OLS, tor its Ka) re. to e inclu ;, pu Pp. ¢ 
Albe ¢ Lo West Las Ivs »ssel lhane ax K ew le Billy ogers field sp eC n i any . whe o— ' turn inc ars, 11ze shen, 
Kathieen, West by Bers ne a Li = ee to Co Dick Wake fi | “Insp h o Dann) else sur- re kend, ad Se Schn Krus 
Reon Me Ket Mic reau % v MSalute ve s yn enthou ; his t the pened did : s DIG wee s an ieur, Mori 
Gas ey Mer rh URG "*Portet ame! L Pe reen new bu 0 UA) pots. IN f zarus eSi N 
zodfres obe INB M t dre hn , B “onto, ot | es CE . oO La “a Li le. 
eo eons Nom. ne N EDI" teeth honey. Jo " obby le Tore s n = F som me oY ing oF ar tee 
Fates wi & Ka Empir Stua } tta S Powe Michelle artin leu » ha Hon e in § »> ca : J s al t spr has How s S$ 
Krandon 0 adcpelton jimmie aeane Ore Dave ba ay edy out! trad " (RKC als bu Song ins. ontre g las ment sith “harles 
Krand\ Duo . Donal Shelto K McKenzie Davey terwald “with » big ight tota th. 25 M fe, M nin nage cle W a c 
Mar 10n cK POOL 2 irginia ony K n McG Pierre bi Os Brow : singly » Nig fine treng tz Ca he _ ma ~al cyc ig an 
Verguack a 2 bn ag a B Do tel ul Bi -hael pris by some ing Ss Pp Ri 4 “e t th — voca Indig 
»} Ho nze Mix its ive ith se ndi iR te ; Sinc dor, te ce 
Poleesie ,as wooo “ewe si Be and ore 3 Rift t “L wit tsta as ks Su li nple Joy 
‘an Thon | ee Belita EB La elba Jo Hurt ak 3 ugh red ou skian Jueee ~ Suzy e cor irper 
ee 4 Wiser Trp oy » Ore fosme | varis hrous owes atuc tou od th chi 
Plantation 4 Mill: ‘ & Freda Sante ‘feferteller Norms canahs a aie Gaitional Abandoned” fhe intro of 
on  auRY aiph tat ‘ an igh “* . 
Man lle sii u cM) alp Pp tt vis “Fig a ’ vera v- 
Bradies y Co ae Tp Sis Me 7 nsuelo Snotsie 4. Dortheo he ‘the: —_— in sem with ee h 
2 athe ¥ : Jer! iris ‘arza swin . ‘ito G & Co re sS -e on Ore ga ; t ‘| Oo ‘ ug 
eee s Seine = hy = Ande a -ing ust thro 
Fatversall 3 BE s “wy eo At Gran te O Tini pacer du hile J me 
Les nk COM ) _ J Po ev Bob Mon ore cille mar t q Ww co . 
vee spoarome | s A 6 ee rer Mark © Se tbes " a } ane wal (U ged Xe 
Hippodrom oe inth Shea Payson A eeeve ina “Bellof Jr mana 
Beth O'Dare ‘Man Sencind Nieeeel a rita Shura Hervath, 
‘N Be * ope Mack 10ns suy Lo St. — Loui Ve 
Andi Phi idy pempoden neers at Oe Cann Piaf 
June ‘ — - John lay si H eS ane is Edith 
Tor Pend tchle OM affor Y Ra ote rie 
bt Cri T Ss $8 Hott “ 
Ro ny | Stan GRIM ms rtha 
John n. ires ce d Ma 
@ Asta aty Palac -klan 
ic Be sirls stric 
ris m G ON 5 il s jaye 
ea wT mM) Ph eG 
8 NpRioh’ , Jeann 
odr 
Hipeoens 
> le 
Jor Caro 
Ma» 


Ss. 

s$10n 

‘e ses 

ral sizab-« 
e 

le 

Emi 





Ww rege. 
Jack 

and 

hes 

Hug 

Joho 

styling. 
bop 

- near 

er 

ore 

Petti 














c(i ev! 


on 
mn 
il- 
is 
"s 
al 
ns 
ill 


ns 
li- 


ne 


he 
ire 
ra. 
de 
er 
Zz. 


ins 
me 
me 
ids 
Ips 
al- 
lop 
di- 
for 


un- 
nd- 
res 
stic 
hat 
suf- 


ree 
‘od- 
pix 
jith 
rus 
ave 


lich 
the 
| to 
hief 
ack. 
en, 





ee sd 








wee eee 


gta > le 2° 
Lew s0t~ 


Wednesday, December 7, 1949 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 55 





B’way Legits Account for One-Sixth | 


Of Approximate U.S, Production 


Broadway theatrical productions¢ 


accounted for less than one-sixth 
the nuraber of new plays produced 
in the U. S. since last January. 
Out of an approximate cross- 
country total of 184 new works pre- 
sented this year only 30 were Main 
Stem entries. The remainder were 
put on by little theatre, college, 
and strawhat groups. Figures in- 
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PES. Peas; 
but do not take in revivals, impor- 
tations or translations of foreign 
works. 

According to the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy, at 
least 84 shows were preemed by 
regional, community, amateur and 
college theatres throughout the 
country. However, this total is not 
conclusive, but only accounts for 
productions on which ANTA had 
information. In addition, there 
were more than 70 plays tried out 
on the summer circuit. Those pro- 
ductions offered in barns or by 
small groups, and later brought to 
New York, are included among the 
new Broadway presentations and 
are not figured in the categories 
from which they originated 

As is usually the case, the num- 
ber of new plays availeble far ex- 
ceeds the number of productions. 
This is indicated by the 341 
submitted to ANTA'’s script de- 
partment since the beginning of 
the year. ANTA arranged for 18 of 
the little theatre productions, 
seven of which were offered via its 
New York invitational series. 

Among the 30 new Broadway of- 
ferings, two stemmed from barn 
productions and one from a uni- 
versity. The latter is “Touch and 
Go,” originally presented at Cath- 
olic U., Washington, under the title 
“Thank You, Just Looking.” 
“Texas, Li'l Darlin’,’” originally 
presented at the Westport ‘Conn.) 
playhouse, and “Clutterbuck,” orig- 
inally put on at Elitch Gardens, 
Denver, make up the former duo. 

There are four more offerings 
scheduled for Broadway presenta- 
tion before the year runs out. They 
are “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
opening tomorrow ‘Thurs.) at the 
Ziegfeld; “The Rat Race,” “The 
Velvet Glove” and “How Long Till 
Summer.” 

Besides the new Main Stem en- 
tries, there were “Shop at Siy 
Corner,” originally presented in 
London; “My Name is Aquilon,” 
adapted from the French; “Black- 


outs,” vaude revue brought here ' 


after playing seven years on the 
Coast; “Yes, M’Lord” and “The 
Browning Version,” both British 
importations; “Montserrat” and “I 
Know My Love,” both originally 
French presentations. 


Pemberton Advocates 
Above-Scale Prices On 
Seats to Hits for Charity 


Producers of other Broadway 
hits should follow the example of 
“South Pacific’ and “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” by selling tickets for down- 
front seats at higher prices for 
charity, according to producer 
Brock Pemberton. Speaking be- 
fore Monday's (5) luncheon meet- 
ing at the Drama Desk, legit re- 

rters’ group, the League of N.Y. 

heatres president said that he'd 
like to see the proceeds from such 
premium-price sales go to theatri- 
eal charities. Profits from the 
over-scale “South Pacific’ and 
“Kate” tickets go to the Damon 
Runyon cancer fund. 

“Such an arrangement would not 
only provide funds for the thea- 
tre’s own charities, but would cut 
into the black market,”” Pemberton 
asserted. “I don't wish to take 
any credit from Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein or the Committee of The- 
atrical Producers, but I've been ad- 
vocating some such setup for years. 
I've suggested having a pool for 
the desirable seats for all hits, to 
be sold for whatever the traffic will 
bear.” 

While defending the recent Ed- 
ward L. Bernays report on the 
state of the theatre, Pemberton ex. 
plained that the Broadway theatre 
is too “individualistic” to take ad- 
vantage of the suggestions in the 
survey. He added that he will “do 
nothing to push” its adoption by 
the League and that “for my 
money, I don’t care what happens 





to it.” 


plays | 





Not Enuf Patrons for 4 


| ° P 
' San Antonio Showings 
San Antonio, Dec. 6. 
| Local theatremen, in examining 
ithe boxoffice flop of Tennessee 
| Williams’ “A Streetcar Named De- 
sire” here recently, give several 
reasons which are contributing fac- 
tors to the low take of the legit 
show, which is one of three booked 
into the Texas theatre here for the 
season 

One of the factors, according to 
the group, is that there not 
enough local legitgoers to support 
four performances. A matinee 
and a night performance would 
have done the trick, it’s felt. An- 
other reason given was the high” 
scale, top was $4.55 Gallery 
tickets sold at a $1 and was filled 
at each of the four performances. 


R&H Nix Tab Cafe 


‘Pacific’ Version 


Chicago, Dec. 6 


are 





Move to present a condensed 
version of “South Pacific’ in the 
Mayfair room of the Blackstone 


hotel here Thursday night (8) was 
abruptly dropped last week when 
co-authors Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein II heard of 
it in New York. 

Proceeds from the show were to 
have gone to charity, and among 
the prizes for the evening were to 
have been two tickets for “South 
Pacific,” plus hotel accommoda- 
tions for a weekend in New York. 
Kay Thompson, currently appear- 
ing in the Mayfair room, was slated 
to appear in the tab edition of the 
musical, with singer Julie Wilson 
(currently in the local “Kiss Me, 


Kate’), film-legit actor Chester 
Morris (here in “Detective 
Story”), radio announcer Mike 


Wallace and disk jockey Dave Gar- 
roway. Odd angle of the situa- 
tion is that Rodgers’ and Hammer- 


stein’s lawyer, Howard Keinhei- 
mer, is also attorney for Miss 
Thompson, 


Refusal of Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein to permit performance of 
their shows, either in condensed 
version or as “production num- 
bers,” in niteries or elsewhere, is 
in line with their strict policy of 
protecting the rights as long-term 
“properties.” For that reason they 
have refused to consider any film 
offers for their musicals, “Okla- 
homa!” “Carousel,” “Allegro” or 
the current “South Pacific.” And 
as far as possible they forbid cast 
members of their shows to do the 
numbers when filling outside cafe 
engagements. 


What’s in a Name? 
Detroit, Dec. 6. 

What's in a name? Well, 
plenty of strange things 
cropped up in “Anne of the 
Thousand Days,” the Rex Har- 
rison-Joyce Redman starrer, 
which completed a week's en- 
gagement at the Cass. 

Theatre management said it 
was bewildered by the vari- 
ous names the play was called 
in advance orders for tickets. 
Orders were received for 
“Henry VIII,” “Anne of the 
Thousand Nights,” “Queen of 
the Thousand Days.” “Anne 
Boleyn—1,000 Nights,” “Man 
of the Thousand Days,” and 
“Anne of the Hundred Nights.” 





Tallulah Must Sure 
Love the Ol’ Scuth, 
With Those Sellouts 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 6 

Appearance of Tallulah Bank- 
head at the Carolina theatre here 
tomorrow (Wed.) in “Private Lives” 
has caused a boxoffice riot. Town 
has gone off its rocker and bought 
out the show weeks in advance 
Zuaranteeing a gross of $6,500 on 
the matinee and evening in the 
1,450-seat house. Matinee was only 
scheduled after the Mayor and 
chamber of commerce appealed to 
the star to play the added perform- 
ance to meet the public demand 

On the strength of a single ad 
announcing the performance, the 
show was sold out on mail orders 
alone, so no seats were available 
for boxofice sale. That was when 
the Mayor and the business men's 
group wired the actress, asking her 
to reverse her standing rule not to 
play matinees on one-nighters. Her 
telegram agreeing to the afternoon 
showing was published in the local 
dailies Monday (21), and the mati- 
nee was sold out that same night 
Moreover, manager Jack E. Austin 
intends putting 40 chairs in the or- 
chestra pit, and expects to have 
heavy turnaways at both perform- 
ances. 





Tallu Back Home 

Birmingham, Dec. 6 
Tallulah Bankhead’s home town 
‘she was born in nearby Jasper, 
Ala.) will turn out in force to see 
her when she arrives here Dec. 19- 
20 in “Private Lives.” Two per- 
formances in the 2,600-seat Temple 

theatre will gross about $17,006. 
Official announcement of the en- 
gagement was made last Tuesday 

(Continued on page 56) 


 @ ’ 
Englund’s ‘She’ Huddle 
Hollywood, Dee. 6. 
Ken Englund left for New York 
vesterday ‘Mon.) to huddle with 
Stewart Chaney on possible co- 
production of “He and She,” a 
revue, on the Coast. Englund and 
Chaney had originally planned it 
tor Broadway. 
Englund wrote the _ sketches, 
with Vernon Duke and Ogden 
Nash doing the music and lyrics. 


Blondes’ Lists 70 Backers, Has 
| Production Csst of $160,000 





r J 

Karlweis Speeds From 
. . * . 
Vienna for Citizenship 

Oscar Karlweis caused the tem- 
porary shuttering of two Vienna 
shows when he made a hurried re- 
turn to the U. S. last week to be 
sworn in as an American citizen 
Monday, (5), Prior to. his depart- 
ure, the actor had been making 
split-week appearances in “1,001 
Nights” and “Present Laughter” at 
the State and Josefstadt theatres 
respectively He's slated to plane 
back to Vienna the latter part of 
week, when performances will 
resume 

Karlweis is also considering 
turning to Broadway this 
Hle’s reading a number of scripts 
if no suitable Main Stem play 
turns up, he may tour Germany 
and Switzerland in “Harvey.” 
Karlweis starred in the comedy's 
Viennese version. 


next 


re- 
season 


Detective Fails 


To Get Chicago 


Chicago, Dec. 6 
Chester Morris company of “De 
tective Story,” which never really 
got rolling here, closes Dec. 17 at 
the Blackstone and moves on to the 
Davidson, Milwaukee, where it 
opens Dec. 19 for pre-Christmas 
week. It then continues its tour 
Meanwhile, the Blackstone 
which has been dark most of the 
last two seasons, shutters for a 
week before getting “The Student 
Prince” for a matinee opening 
Dec. 25 


Original Co.'s 120G Net 

Although the touring edition of 
“Detective Story” has failed to 
earn back any of its $31.000 pro- 
duction cost thus far, the original 
company, currently at the Hudson, 
N. Y., has already made a profit of 
nearly $120,000, exclusive of rev- 
enue from the film sale. Original 
investment of $75,000 was paid off 
early last fall. 

Distribution of the film sale pro- 
ceeds is complex. Paramount has 
so far paid $200,000 of the guar- 
anteed $285,000 and will ultimately 
pay an additional 15°% of the pic- 
ture's profits. The negotiator’s 3% 
fee comes to $6,000. Sidney Kings- 
ley gets $116,400 of the remainder 
as his 60° author's share. The 
production gets the other 40°, or 
$77,600. Of that amount, 40°7, or 
$31.040, is being withheld for fu- 
iure distribution, while the remain- 
ing 60°, or $46,560, is being dis- 
tributed. The general partners 
‘producers) get 60° >, or $27,936, 
while the limited partners ‘back- 

















ers) get $18,624. 
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edition of “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes,” which opens to- 
morrow night (Thurs.) at the Zieg- 
feld, N. Y., will involve a produe- 
tion cost of about $160,000, exclu- 
sive of bonds. Show was financed 
for $200,000, but made a profit on 
iis two-and-a-half weeks’ tryout in 
Philadelphia 

Unusufil difficulty in raising the 


st 
aacce 3 


“wy 


the fact that the show has 70 listed 


fi, ‘ , ‘ 
OLY Abbhetest tttme £8 88bteit eats 


backers ‘a number of whom have 
undoubtedly farmed out parts of 
their shares to other. unlisted in- 
dividuals Among the investors 
are Marie P. Arnstein, wife of 
Daniel Arnstein, the taxi-fleet op- 
erator, $3.000; their daughter. An- 
toinette Arnstein, $2.000: general 
manager Herman Bernstein, repre- 
senting producer Leland Hayward, 
$5,000; dancer Lucia Chase, $1,000: 
publicist Alexander Cohen, $4,000; 
Mever Davis, representing a syndi- 
cate, $2,000. 

Also. industrialist-producer An- 
thony B. Farrell, $8,000: ex-actress 
Peggy Fears, $4,000; Lynn Font- 
anne, $2,000; general manager Ed- 
win C Knill, $1,000; Anne Con- 
nolly Lester, daughter of the late 
Walter Connolly, $1,000: Dr. H 
Clifford Loos, brother of authoress 
Anita Loos, $4,000: Nedda Harri- 
gan Mrs. Joshue Logan, $1,000: 
agent Barron Polan, $1.000: film 
executives Arthur tapf and 
Michael Rudin, $6,000: Richard 


Rodgers ‘in partnership with Oscar 
Hammerstein, Il), $10,000; Billy 
Rose Ziegfeld theatre owner, 
$5,000 


Also, recording executive Manie 
Sacks, $8,000; nitery operator Jack 


Silverman, $4,000; Richard Smith, 


brother of co-producer Oliver 
Smith, $500; Maurice Stein, Ethel 
Styne, Norton Styne and Stanley 


Styne, relatives of composer Sam- 
my Styne, a total of $4,000; Mar- 
garet Hayes ‘Mrs. Herbert Bayard, 
Jr.) Swope, $1,26°; Selma Tamber, 
production assistant of producers 


Subber & Ayres, $800; theatre 
party agent Lenore Tobin, $1,000. 
and director John C Wilson, 
$4,000 


Karinska Waives $9,100 
Fee for N.Y. City Ballet; 
Hurok Also in Big Assist 


Two instances of qt. aid to the 
arts have come to light in connec- 
tion with the N. Y. City Ssiiet, 
currently performing at the City 
Center, N. Y. 

Mme. Barbara Karinska, dress 
designer and legit musical costum- 
er, waived her fee and donated the 
material for the new baliet, “Bour- 
preemed 


ree Fantasque,”” which 
successfully at the Center last 
week Donating her designs tor 


the costumes of the ballet, plus the 
material needed, Mrs. Karinska 
charged only the wages paid her 
seamstresses, thus saving the 
dance troupe about $9100. Mme 
Karinska said her move was a 
gesture to choreographer George 
Balanchine, the ballet troupe's ar- 
tistic director, as well as a desire 
to support the fledgling company. 

Other assist came from Sol Hu- 
rok. ballet impresario who brought 
over Sadler's Wells Ballet recently 
from England to N. Y. Balanchine 
wanted to stage a new “Firebird” 
ballet to the well-known Stravin- 
sky score, but the N. Y. City Bal- 
let lacked the funds for costumes 
or sets. Hurok owned a “Firebird” 
production, which he bad commis- 
sioned in 1945 for Ballet Theatre, 
which he then managed. Sets and 
costumes were by Mare Chagall, 
and it cost Hurok $25,000 to put 
the hailet on. He's paid storage, 
edditionally, on the production 
since ‘46 

When Balanchine expressed a 
desire to stage a “Firebird” this 
season, Morton Baum, chairman of 
City Center's exec committee, ap- 
proached Hurok for assistance. 
Latter was interested tn aiding the 
troupe, and let them have the sets 
and costumes for $4,250 “Firebird” 
has since become one of the N. Y. 
City Ballet's biggest hits 


‘B’klyn’ Score Set 
Milton Pascal and Gerald Marks 
will do the songs for Eddie Davis’ 
“So This Is Brooklyn” revue 
Davis, vet radio scripter, plans 
to preem it in Brooklyn and run it 
indef in that borough before its 
Broadway entry. 





Hayward Raps High Operating Costs, 
Cites High Rentals for Road Theatres 
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the Met Opera House, N. Y., Thurs- | 
day night (1) for the first time 
this season, sang the lead in “Tris- | 
tan and Isolde” in an impressive | 


ANTA Pushing Deal for Belasco 











“Everybody has to give way¢ 
somewhere” if the legit theatre 
isn't to dry up because of rising 
production and a oe In 
»raking that statement Monday ‘o' : ; : 
-- the monthly luncheon of the Bennington, Vt., Dec. 6. 
Drama Desk, New York legit re- Under the guidance of Arno!d 
porters’ organization, producer Le- Sundgaard and Bob Alvin, the 
land Hayward cited the example Bennington College players here 
of two shows which he said have are expanding their activities to 
been hit by prohibitive overhead inelude touring performances 
students, is 


Bennington Collegians 
In Touring Schedule 


. “ec ; , Group, composed of 
Noting that Streetcar Named 7 " > aa ’ 
Desire” will go on tour at the end = WY dig yg he oe — 
of next week, although it has been * sing \ os ‘ a ‘ .—_ 
getting what would normaly be was presente a 7 i 
+ Stark theatre here Monday (5) and 


Hayward 
that a 


attendance 
makes no sense 


profitable 


stated. “It is also booked for Littleton, N. H., 
ave 


play can’t run on a gross of $15.- Jan. 28; Putney School, Putney, 

as : oi . ll ™ = 

000 a week.” He also cited the Vt., March 4; Glen Ridge. N. J., 
- . rane Cun” March 10, and New York's Mat- 

case of “Annie Get Your Gun 


hattan School of Music. Date for 
the N. Y. engagement has not been 
set yet. 

Outfit gave its initial presenta- | 


which did not go on tour again this 
season because producers Richard 
Rodgers »nd Oscar Hammerst-in 
II, couldn't figure out how to send 


it out on a break-even basis. Simi- tion of the work on the Benning- | 
lar situation applied to “Show ton College campus Nov. 7 with 
Boat.” Hayward said. subsequent performances at the 
' oF; : : North Bennington high school, 
One major difficulty is the high ~ . . . 
rental terms for road theatres, the te o and Troy high school, 
P “er continued, adding that . ; : 
i _ ‘eae a § are Sundgaard is chairman of the 


college’s drama dept., while Alvin 


»ss because they have to meet - 
Rengeses See - is an instructor at the school. 


increasing vperating cosis in the 
face of fewer bookings. ‘Marcus 
Heiman has to pay $100,000 a year 
rental on the Colonial in Boston, 
besides taxes and operating ex- 
penses,” he explained, “and last 
season he had only about 10 wecks 
of bookings. So in a couple oft 
more years another theatre will be 
lost to legit.” 

Hayward remarked in passing Editor, VarRIETY: 
that sometimes it seems that the Things have changed since I was - 
booking offices don't stay awake. , newspaperman some 30 very odd 
“Last week there were four shows voars ago. Then, if one wore spats 
in Boston, but next week there 3nq carried a cane. one was a 
won't be a single one,” he sid. journalist. I was a journalist till 
“That's poor planning any way you one afternoon. so accoutered, walk- 
look at it.” He asserted that even ing down Fifth avenue I chanced 
if touring shows dont make a profit to meet up with my managing edi- 
for the producers or theatre own- to, Charles M. Lincoln, of The 
ers, they at least keep houses world. As I passed he queried, | 
lighted and thus pay overhead. “How's journalism?” 1 threw away 

The producer deplored the fact my trimmings and became a news- 
that the legit public is composed paperman again. I haven't seen a 
almost entirely of people over 25, stick or spats in the newspaper 
whereas film audiences are “mostly geld for 25 years. That is an im- 
under 25.” The theatre must at- provement. 
tract and hold young people if it 7 verifie 
is to survive, he believes, for under A... ty dt te ry he 


) nm \ eames legit is steadily didn't and had our facts wrong we 
P- were in trouble with the desk. One 


Other speakers at the meeting ts w 
included producer Vinton Freed- Be Ah AL A 


ley, president, and Robert Breen, . , “ 
executive secretary of the Ameri- pe Ri aso jan allies = 
ean National Theatre & Academy; - Ps correction something I om 
Morton Baum, chairman of the ‘sure you hate as much now as we 
permanent theatre committee set did then Under the caption 
up last spring by Actors Equity and .. ‘Love Me Long’ $60,000 Fold- 
ANTA; producer Brock Pemberton, ¢,50 " your young man proceeds to 


president, and James F. Reilly, ex- 
ern ah state that my recent production of 
ecutive director of the League of that play was capitalized at $50,000 


N. Y. Theatres, and James E 
0 ¢ aha ~~ . but involved a loss of the larger 
Sauter, chairman of the Mayor's figure. He didn't say where the 


t 
theatre committee. extra ten came from. 


| | ask for a correction, not purely 
ROBBINS BALANCHINE as a matter of pride but because 
bd your erroneous report is injurious 
T0 STAGE FOR SADLER’ to my reputation as an economical 
producer, if I have one. I consider 
Choreographers Jerome Robbins myself a lousy business man, but 
and George Balanchine wil! go to ™Y cost sheets are usually under 
London this season to stage ballets the ones I see published. Your re- 
for the Sadler’s Wells Ballet. Rob- Porter was only approximately 
bins expects to go abroad in March. ° 21,000 over in his estimate of the 
Balanchine in April. OSS. The bills aren't all in but 
Each will stage one work with they will total about $39,000. In 
the Britishers. Balanchine has also other words, instead of an overcall, 
been invited to Venice next Sep- (Continued on page 59) 
tember to stage both an opera and — 
a ballet for the Venice Music Fes- 
tival. Both choreographers at 
resent are busy with the current 
. Y. City Ballet Co. season, Bal- | 
anchine as artistic director, Rob- 
bins as associate. | 
Deal for Roland Petit, head of 
Les Ballets de Paris, to go to Lon- 
don in February to stage a ballet 
for Sadler's, has been called off 
Unusual success of the French 
troupe at the Winter Garden, N. Y., 
and prospects of a U. S. tour sub- 1 - teed 
sequently, has caused change of aunching the new organization to 
plan. French troupe is now ex- be known as the Philadelphia Civic 
cted to remain in the U. S. until | @™and Opera Co 
ate spring. | The Civie Grand’s first produc- 


_tion will be “Samson and Delilah.” 
Tustin’s Net Dip at the Academy of Music, Jan. 24. 
Tustin, Cal., Dec. 6. 


Other performances featuring 
American and European stars of 
Holiday Stage, all-Equity straw- the lyric stage will be given Feb. 
hatter, finished its third season in 24 and March 21. 
Tustin, Cal. with a 3% decrease _In addition to the Civic Grand. 
in profits. Harold Turney, manag- Philadeiphia this season is getting 
ing director, attributes the drop, opera from the Metropolitan, La 
fp one respect, to a scarcity of | 
ollywood names. |mopolitan Opera companies. And 
Theatre will run a nine-week | Maggie Teyte’s Opera Repertory 
, next summer beginning Co. just concluded a week at 





No Overcall Pemberton 
They Call Him; ‘Love Me 
Long’ Done on Short B.R. 


New York. 








New Operatic Troupe 
Fostered in Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 
This city, which has been getting 
more opera this year than ever be- 
fore, will soon be fostering a new 
troupe. Anthony D. Terracciano, 
former general manager of the 
Philadelphia LaScala Opera Co., is 





Seala, Apollo, American and Cos- 
| Witherspoon Hall. 


performance which the Herald 
Trib called “astonishing for its 
tonal beauty,” and one which the 
Times critic claimed he couldn't 
recall “of such intensity, so much 
subtlety and variety of tone color 
and dramatic eloquence.”’ 
Odd thing is that Melchior, who 
is 59, didn't take the Met preem 
too seriously, and sang the pre- 
vious night in recital in Philadel- 
shia. Afterward he went to a 
party, and didn't get back to N. Y 
till 5 a. m. 
still fresh, his manager 
tired to make the opera. 


~~ 


Although Melchior was 


was too 








Lee-Charlton Ready 
For Sante Fe Opening 


Santa Fe, Dec. 6. 


Ann Lee and Richard Charlton 
arrive this week from New York 
to begin final preparations for their 
second winter stock season at El 
Teatro. Their resident company, 
recruited in New York, is due 
shortly after Christmas to start re- 
hearsals for the Jan. 10 opening. 
Season will run 10 weeks. 

larry Ellerbe has been signed as 


| director, and the company will in- 


Brown May Tour 
Aussie ‘Harvey’ 


London, Dec. 6. 
Joe E. Brown finitely quits 
“Harvey,” at the Prince of Wales, 
Dec. 17, flying to America the next 
day. Brown is skedded for a lec- 
ture tour starting Jan. 6 in IIli- 
nois, with tour to last till end of 


May. Tour is under direction of 
Clark Getts. 

Brown has practically closed 
deal with London office of J. C. 


Williamson to tour with “Harvey” 
in Australia, opening at Melbourne 
for six months, some time in May, 
with six months to follow at Syd- 
ney. Dorothy Stewart, William- 
son’s N. Y. rep., initiated the deal 
during her recent visit. Nevin 
Tate, head of the London office, is 
carrying it en. 


Detroit Civic Opera Co. 
Sets Names for Annual 
Season Opening Dec. 25 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 

Allan Jones, Kenny Baker, Cass 
Daley, Sonny Tufts and Edward 
Everett Horton head the list of 
stars who will appear in leading 
roles with the Detroit Civic Light 
Opera Assn. in its 1949-50 season 
beginning Christmas night 

Baker will sing in two produc- 
tions, “Song of Norway” and “Up 
in Central Park.” Jones will ap- 
pear in “Chocolate Soldier,” while 
Miss Daley is scheduled for 
“Naughty Marietta.” 

Tufts will make his light opera 
debut here as Tom Marlowe, foot- 
ball-playing hero of “Good News.” 
Horton is being cast as the dreamy 
Jimmy Smith in “No, No, Nan- 
ette.” Billy Worth and Donald 
Burr, both seen recently in De- 
troit in the production of “Annie 
Get Your Gun.” will appear in the 
Civic’s presentation of that musi- 
cal. Miss Worth also will be in 
“Central Park,” while Burr will , 
have parts in five other produc- | 
tions. 

The opening operetta Christmas 
night at Detroit's huge Masonic 
Temple will be “Show Boat.” 


| 1 from page 55 











Tallulah 








| (29), and the house was sold out 


before the end of the week. 





| $4,900 for Albany, Ga. 


Albany, Ga., Dec. 6. 

This normally quiet burg, which 
gets few ganders at professional 
legit troupes, has already bought 
out the single performance here 
next Wednesday (14) of Tallulah 
Bankhead in “Private Lives.” 

According to Adolph Gortatow- 
sky, owner-manager of the Albany 
theatre, the show will gross about 
Koy at a $4.20 top. House seats 





Tallu for Interstate 
San Antonio, Dec. 6. 

The slimmest legit theatre sea- 
son in local history got a welcome 
lift with the announcement by In- 
terstate Theatres that Tallulah 
Bankhead will play here at the 
Texas in Noel Coward's “Private 
Lives,” Jan. 4-5. Play will also be 
seen in other key Interstate cities. 





“The Barrier,” new music-drama 
by Jan Meyerowitz, of the Tangle- 
wood Music School, and Langston 
Hughes, Negro poet, will be pre- 
miered early in 1950 by the Opera 
Workshop of Columbia U. 


| first 
|given the orch. In return the en- 


clude Boyd Crawford, Lewis Mar- 
tin, Francis Bavier, Natalie Scha- 


|fer and Kay Buckley, with Irving 


Stiefel as business manager. Actors 
will live at Echo Lodge, formerly a 
private ranch club in the desert 
just outside the town. 

Miss Lee and Charlton will book 
mostly Hollyweod players as guest 
stars for their weekly change of 
bill. 


Longhair Bobbysox Fad 
Started at Vienna Opera 
As U. S. Singer Scores Hit 


Vienna, Nov. 29. 

With his casting to play the 
lead in a new production of “Boris 
Godunov” at the Vienna State 
Opera Dec. 7, George London, 27, 
Los Angeles. bass-baritone, has 
been recognized by the opera man- 
agement as the major discovery of 
the season. He is the first American 
singer placed under contract by the 
Viennese company since the 1920's. 
London has scored heavily with 
audiences and the notoriously 





| hard-to-please critics of the Vienna 


press. He even got raves from re- 
viewers for Communist papers who 
usually frown darkly on every- 
thing American. 

He has sung leads in “Carmen,” 
“Aida,” “Tales of Hoffman,” ‘Iwan 
Tarasenke” and “Prince Igor” 
and drew a sellout house to a re- 
cital of lieder and Negro spirituals 
in the 1,000-seat Brahmssaal, un- 
usual record for a new singer here. 
Notably, London has brought opera 
a heavy piay by local bobbysoxers 
who flock after him as an operatic 
Sinatra, yelling their lungs out at 
every performance. They've even 
formed a London fan club, a new 
manifestation for this part of the 
world. 

London's present plans call for 
singing here until first of the year, 
then a return to the U. S. for a 
hoped-for cashing in on his Vien- 
nese success. He is dickering now 
for next season with the Vienna 
company. 


Miliza Korjus Sues 
For 106 Pay on ‘Danube’ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 

Miliza Korjus filed suit for $10.- 
000 in superior court against 
Ralph D. Paonessa, producer of the 
operetta, “The Red Danube.” 
which finished in the red. Singer 
declares she never collected any 
part of her $2,500-per-week salary. 


Paonessa declares the show 
failed to click because the singer's 
|manager, Tibor Fejer, who also 
| served as director, did not rehearse 
| the comparfy properly. 





' 





Philly Halves $100,000 


Orch Appropriation 
Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

The tentative $100,000 appropri- 
ation promised to the Philadelphia 
Orch was halved by City Council in 
its revised budget. The city’s gift 
of $50,000, although far below the 
symphony's expectations, is the 
municipal assistance ever 


semble will play eight free con- 
certs at Convention Hall. 

The solons had to act as Indian- 
givers on a lot of other appropria- 
tions when the taxmakers got 
through with their proposed 
budget. Robin Hood Dell, which 
was given $50,000 last summer and 
expected a similar appropriation in 
1950, was left out altogether. A 
proposed $50,000 for the Philadel- 
phia La Scala Opera Co. was also 
scuttled. Franklin Institute, an- 


* Committee of Theatrical 


iclause in 


Pro- 
| ducers may build a legit theatre 
in Washington. Proposal, to be 
considered at the group’s next 
_ meeting, is already favorably re- 
garded by most members. 
Although the project is still in 
merely the preliminary stage, it's 
expected that there will be little 
difficulty in lining up the reauired 
$2,000,000-$3 000,000 financing, and 
that a satisfactory site can also be 
obtained. Intention is to have the 
theatre designed to accommodate 
both musicals and straight plays, 
and to have the structure ready for 


__browMan Lawritz—|NY. Prods, May Build D.C. Theatre: 


operation some time during the 
1950-51 season. 
Since the shift of the National 


theatre to film exhibition because 
of the management's refusal to 
abandon its policy of Negro dis- 
crimination, Washington has been 
without a legit house. Because the 
capital was formerly one of the 
country’s most profitable one and 
two-week stands, the CTP attempt- 


ed recently to purchase the Na- 
tional, but the Munsey interests 
and manager Marcus Heiman 
turned down the feeler without 
even discussing price. Similar re- 
fusal was given several months 
ago to Robert W. Dowling, presi- 


dent of City Investing Co. 


CTP plan to build a new theatre 
in the capital is independent of 
efforts being made by the Ameri- 
can National Theatre and Academy 
to clear away official red tape and 
arrange for the lease of Washing- 
ton’s Belasco theatre. It's believed 
there is ample business in Wash- 
ington to support two legit houses, 
particularly since the Belasco’s 
1,400-seat capacity (‘only 580 on 
the lower floor}, is somewhat small 
for high-budget musical shows. 


ANTA has filed a formal bid to 
lease the Belasco, and hopes to ob- 
tain official clearance, complete 
necessary renovations and have the 
theatre ready for operation by next 
April. Some other space must be 
found for the storage of Treasury 
Dept. files, local building regula- 
tions must be modified slightly and 
about $400,000 must be spent on al- 
terations. 

Even if the Belasco and a new 
theatre are opened for legit, 
there's believed to be little chance 
that Heiman and the Munsey in- 
terests would modify their posi- 
ion and either lease the National 
or change it back to legit opera- 
tion with a non-segregation policy. 
Though the house is esiimated to 
be losing money on film operation, 
they remain adamant against ad- 
mitting Negroes 

On the other hand, Actors 
Equity, which pushed through a 
its contract with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres forbid- 


‘ding its members to appear in the 


theatre as long as it has a Jim 
Crow policy, is absolutely set 
against backing down from that 
stand. Moreover, the various name 
playwrights, who three years ago 
signed a pledge not to permit their 
plays to be booked into the the- 
atre as long as it continued its ra- 
cial-discrimination policy, are just 
as firm as ever in that attitude. 


MARGO JONES SLATES 
DALLAS PLAY FOR B’WAY 


Dallas, Dec. 6. 

“An Old Beat Up Woman,” cur- 
rent presentation of Theatre ‘49 at 
the Gulf playhouse here, will be 
produced on Broadway early next 
February by Margo Jones and 
Manning Gurian, her general man- 
ager. The Sari Scett three-char- 
acter drama will be rehearsed here 
and probably have a two or three- 
week tryout tour. 

Miss Jones, who staged the local 
arena-style edition of the play, flies 
to New York this week to cast the 
three parts, which are being played 
here by Virginia Robinson, Joe Sul- 
livan and John Denney. Gurian, 
who was here for the show's pre- 
miere performance, has already re- 
turned to New York. Broadway 


production is figured likely to cost 
about $40,000. 

Two other plays on the Theatre 
‘49 schedule that Miss Jones be- 
lieves may have Broadway possi- 





other tentative $50,000 recipient, | bilities are “My Granny Van" and 


was denied the appropriation. 


i“Southern Exposure.” 























Wednesday, December 7, 1949 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


S77 





Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’S 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 27th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 


Number of shows current 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week $590,500 


Total season's gross so far by all 


Number of new productions so far 


ROAD 


(Excludia 


Number of current touring show 


Total weeks played sé far by all 
Total road gross reported last we 
Pn total road gross so far 


This Last 

Season Season 

bs eal : 27 26 
shows on 436 535 
$644,700 

shows... .$12,495,000 $12,918,500 
18 29 

ig Stock) . 

s reported 24 29 
shows 409 568 
eek $467.000 $538.200 | 


$8,973,000 $11, 674, 500 








Chi Expo Helps; ‘Kate’ Big $51,000, 


N.Y. Opera sTAb, 


‘Salesman’ $19,200 





Chicage, Dec. 

International Live Stock Expost-” 
tion helped “Kiss Me, Kate” soar 
to capacity take after a small drop | 
last week, with “Death of.a Sales- | 
man” also faring well. “Finian’s | 
Rainbow” bowed out Sat. (3) after | 
two disappointing money - losing | 
weeks, with “Detective Story” also 
on the move Dec. 17 because of 
meager returns. 

Besides “Anne of the Thousand 
Days,” which opened Monday (5), 
new product slated for December 
are “Goodbye, My Fancy,” with 
Ann Harding, at Harris theatre, 
Dec. 26; “Yes, M’Lord,” at Stude- | 
baker, also on Dec. 26, and ‘ ‘Stu- | 
dent Prince,” Blackstone theatre 
Dec. 25. | 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Anne of the Thousand Days,” | 
Great Northern (1,500; $4 33). | 
Opened last night ‘Mon.) to poor 
notices. Ends tour here Dec. 17. | 

“Detective Story,” Blackstone 
(Sth week) (1,358; $4.40). Closes 
Dec. 17 to resume tour; last week 
$14,000. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Erlanger 
flith week) (1,334; $4.33). XMmas 
lull cutting slightly; $19,200. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Great North- 


ern (2d-final week) (1,500; $4.33). 
Closed Sat. eve (3) with heavy 
losses; week only pulled $14,000. 


Shubert (11th 
Near SRO as 
gave it 


“Kiss Me, Kate,” 
week) (2,100; $6.18). 
livestock show visitors 
husky play; almost $51,000. 

New York City Opera Co., Civic 
Opera House (3,593; $4.94). $37,500 
in second week of six perform- 
ances. 


‘OKLA!’ CAPACITY IN 
SEATTLE AT $24,000 


Seattle, Dec. 6. 
“Ukiahoma!”, filled the nouse 
at the Metropolitan, with excep- 
tion of a few gallery seats. 
The 1,500-seater, scaled from 
$4.50 evenings and $3.75 matinees 
(two), added up to okay $24,000. 


‘Smoke’ Dismal In 
Pittsburgh at $8,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 

“Summer and Smoke” hit a new 
low for the season so far at the 
Nixon last week, getting a dismal 
$8,000 at $3 top ($3.90 including 
taxes). This, too, despite the fact 
that Tennessee Williams drama 
came here under Theatre Guild- | 
ATS subscription auspices. That 
backing accounted for nearly $5,- 
000 of the take. 

There was virtually no window 
sale after the notices came out. 
Critics without exception turned 
thumbs down. 

Nixon currently has 
Time,” back again to big advance | 
sale, and then has nothing defi- | 
nitely set until “Man Who Came 
To Dinner” Xmas Week. 


‘Roberts’ Nifty In 
Columbus, $28,1 


Columbus, O., Dec. 6. 
After a mild start, “Mister 
Roberts” picked up steam in mid- 
week and came through with a 


gross of $28,100 in eight perform- 
ances ending Saturday night (3) at 
the 1,443-seat Hartman here. 
Show is playing the Taft audi- 
torium, Cincinnati, this week. 














CORWIN’S PLAY 


Norman Corwin is still polishing | 
his radio script, “Mary 
Fairy,” which he has expanded into 
a legit play. Alfred de Laigre, Jr., 
has the option on it. 

Corwin continues on the United 
Nations radio staff. 


(1-240; $3.90). 


“Blossom | 


and the | 


Lillie-‘Inside U.S.A.’ 
Mild $27,500, Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 6 
“Inside U. S. A.,” with Beatrice 
Lillie, 
1,775-seat Curran for 19 days. 


First stanza showed a fair $27.-' 


500 for 
$4.80 top. 


Blondes Smash 


seven performances at 





$39,700, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 
There won't be any te | 
pre-holiday letup as far as !egit 
activity is concerned this year. In 
fact after the long-delayed and 
slow-starting 1949-50 season finally 


did get underway dark weeks have | 
been infrequent in the city’s wou | 


regular playhouses. 

Actual biz, on the other hand, | 
hasn't been too good, with “Gen- | 
tlemen Prefer Blondes,” which left 
Saturday night after two and a half 
weeks at the Forrest, as the only 
smasheroo. 

Last night (5) saw three offer- 
ings bow in. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Forrest (3d week) (1,766: $4.55) 
Continued at capacity clip and 


grossed $39,700. Musical was a sell- 
out in final two weeks of stay here 
except for a couple of odd mid- 
“The Rat 


week matinee seats. 
Race” opens tomorrow (7) for 10 
days. 


“The Philadelphia Story,” Lecu:t. 


(2d week) (1,580; $3.90). Theatre 
Guild revival of Philip Barry com- 
edy, with Sarah Churchill and 
Jeffrey Lynn, got a modest $8,200 
in second and last week. “Sum- 


mer and Smoke” in this week for! 
| fortnight’s stay with tepid advance. 


“Metropole,” Walnut (2d week) 
Comedy tryout with 
Lee Tracy never survived adverse 
notices and word-of-mouth; $7,000 
in final two sessions. Blackstone 
opened Monday to good advance. 


“Blossom Time,” Shubert (2d 
week) (1,877; $3.25). Operetta re- 
vival didn’t fare as well as “The 


Student Prince” at same house a 
month previous. Not quite $19,000. 
“Brigadoon” current for two weeks. 


Ballet Russe Nifty 
$31,600 in Split Wk. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 





Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, | 


playing three engagements in L. A. 
Friday and Saturday (2-3), 
|a gross of $17,600. 

Troupe was finishing a split 
| week, having done a performance 
‘each in Sacramento, San Jose and 
San Bernardino, for gross of $14.- 
000 on the three dates, and a 
week's total of $31,600. 


| ‘La Carte’ Up to $13,200, 
But Still NSG, in L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 6. 

Nothing startling is happening 
in legit circles here except a mild 
lift in the b.o. for “A la Carte,” in- 
timate musical at Fl Capitan. 
'“Dear Virtue” staggers along at 
| the small Stage theatre, renvaining , 
open for the next week at least for | 
|two benefit performance. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“A la Carte,” El Capitan ‘1,142; 
$3.60) (3d week). Slightly up, to 
around $13,200, but still disap- 


pointing. 
Virtue,” Stace. (135; 


“Dear 
($2.40) (3d week). Poor $800. 





opened Tuesday (29) at the | 


ran up 


In 7 Shows, Denver 


Denver, Dec. 6. 
In seven shows, two matinees 
‘included. “High Button Shoes” 
| was slow at $20,000. 
| Top was $4.40; theatre was the 


= Tepid $20,000 
| 


municipal auditorium. 


‘Rat Race’ $19,000 
~ In Hub Tryout; 
“Dinner $ 


Boston, Dec 


Ballet Theatre teed off a 
at the Opera House and 
well, and “Alive and 
Kicking” debuts at the Shubert 
Thursday (8) with a mild ad- 
vance. “As You Like It” ‘Kath- 
arine Hepburn) follows at the Co- 
lonial Dec. 12 under Guild aus- 
' pices, and “The Velvet Glove” fol- 
lows Dec. 13 at the Wilbur. The 
latter originally had the 12th but 
Guthrie McClintic gave it to the 
Guild show when it postponed a 
week from its original date of 
Dec. 5 
Estimates for Last Week 
“A Night in Spain,” Shubert (2d 





The 
night (5) 
should do 


week) (1,750; $4.80). Wound up 
so-so fortnight, despite plenty cf 
|help from the crix, with about 


he folded here. 

“The Man Who Came to Din- 
wee,” Plymouth (2d week) (1,200; 
| $3.60). Final week dropped off to 
| fair $13,000. 

“The Rat Race,” Colonial 
week) (1,500; $3.60). Moved out 
for a fortnight in Philly in much 
improved state Saturday (3); de- 
mands for refunds after the ad- 
verse notices cut the gross to 
$19,000. 


‘ANNE’ GOOD $24,100 





| attendance 


13,000 : 


'ebbed to $25,800 


(2d 


IN 6 DAYS AT DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 6. 
of the Thousand Days” 
in a over $24,100 for a 
six-day run at the Cass. It has 
moved to Chicago, where it is 
slated to close Dec. 31 unless Rex 
Harrison suddenly decides not to 
leave the show The play's suc- 
cessor at the Case is “Student 
Prince,” in for two weeks. 

Shubert-Lafayette has  sched- 
uled “There Goes Yesterday,” 
starting Thursday (8) The Shu- 
bert had closed Nov. 26 after two 
dismal weeks of “Light Up the 
Sky” had produced under $20,000. 


‘Darretts’ Satisfies 
At 14G, Kansas City 


Kansas City, Dec. 6. 


First legit of the season in Fox 
Midwest's recently refurbished 
Orpheum was “Barretts of Wimpole 
Street” with Susan Peter. lay 
closed a six-day run Saturday (3) 
with $14,000, satisfactory for eight 
performances. Biz started gently, 


“Anne 
brought 





ter (28th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). 


but got going after favorable re- 
| 


views. 

Manager Jimmy Nixon has no 
other legit on the docket for the 
house until after the first of the 
year, and house closed after Satur- 
day’s biz. This is in keeping with 
announced policy under which Fox 


, Midwest is playing top films at ad- 
‘advanced admissions, 


keeping the house dark. Reopen- 


ing date hasn't been set. 


Dallas Planning For 


Fair’s Musical Season 


Dallas, Dec. 6. 

All State Fair Casino musical 
productions next summer will run 
two weeks. The program was ap- 
proved by the Casino committee of 
the State Fair of Texas. 

There will either be five or six 
productions, depending on the 
availability of desirable shows. 
The committee wants six. Charles 
R. Meeker, Jr., Casino manager, 
left here for New York to line up 
repertoire. 

There will probably be changes 
in the production crew, with Peter 
Wolf, scenic designer, and Lehman 
Engel, musical director, likely to 
return. 








Barter’s 9-Week Season 
Luray, Va., Dec. 6 

Robert Porterfield’s Barter the- 
atre, based in Abingdon, will play 
a nine-week season here again next 
summer. 

Barter theatre established a 
northern Virginia base here lasi 
|} summer for the first time, 


or legit, or. 
(40th wk) (CD-1,035; 


| road 





Pre- Xmas Slump Sloughs Bway Biz, 
But Cornell Gets 25G First Week, 
‘Texas’ 236, Several Shows Closing 


With the passing of the Thanks- 
giving holiday weekend, Broadway 
has begun its annual 
pre-Christmas decline. The general 
boxoffice pace slackened last week 
and is due to taper still further 
this week 

“As DUSsiiess 
three weeks only the strongest b.o 
draws will maintain SRO level, 
while some of the normally heavy 
grossers may dip briefly below the 
break-even point and weaker en- 
tries may have to close, a few go- 
ing on tour 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keus: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M ‘Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 


3 ; a gt em - eS 
Siities © ich Tro s! 


to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20° amusement tar. 
However, grosses are net; te., 
exclusive of tax. 

“As the Girls Go,” Broadway 
(46th wk) (M-1,900; $6). Feeling 
the pre - Christmas slowdown; 


Miller (200th 
Long-runner 
$6,000. 


“Born Yesterday,” 
wk) ‘(C-940; $2.40). 
also shared the downbeat; 

“Browning Version.” Woronet 
(8th wk) (CD-1,027; $4.80). Maurice 
Evans production couldn't hold on 
after theatre parties ended, and 
closes Saturday night (10); last 
week under $10,000 

“Closing Door,” Empire (ist wk) 
(D-1,082; $4.80). Suspense meller 
opened Thursday night (1) to two 
favorable verdicts, six pans and 
one so-so notice; prospects are 
questionable, but three weeks of 
theatre parties will help, particu- 
larly in the pre-Christmas period; 
first four performances tabbed 
$7.500. 

“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (Ist wk) 
(C-920; $4.80). London farce pre- 
miered Saturday night (3) to 
seven moderately favorable nods 
and two mild pans, single per- 
formance got $3,200 at upped scale. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(33d wk) (D-914; $4.80). Regis- 
tered capacity gross, but didn't 
have standees at a couple of per- 
formances, $24,000. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (37th 
wk) ‘(D-1,015; $4.80). Eased a bit 
with the general trend; $20,800 

“Diamond Lil,” Plymouth (16th 
wk) ‘D-1,063; $4.80). Also coasted 
off with the field; probably going 
on the road after Jan 7; about $19,- 
500. 

“Goodbye, 
(54th wk) (CD-769; 
set to close Saturday 
week $6,500 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
Felt 
the seasonal decline; $25,000 for 
eight performances, which will be 
the regular schedule until Christ- 
mas. 

“I Know My Love,” Shubert (5th 
wk) (CD-1,391; $4.80). Alfred Lunt 


Mr. Fancy,” Golden 
$4.80). Finally 
(10); last 


and Lynn Fontanne are pulling the | 


standee limit on all showings; with 


the end of Theatre Guild subscrip- | 


tion this week, gross is due to jump 
to maximum; $32,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (48th 
wk) (M-1,654: $6). Still getting 
capacity grosses; nearly $47,100. 

“Lend an Ear,” Mansfield (5ist 
wk) (R-1,041: $6). Shared the 
seasonal droop; under $17,000. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
(5th wk) (M-1,012; $5.40). Capacity 
again: $26,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Rovale 
$4.80). Hold- 
over click is feeling the deteriorat- 
ing conditions; due to go on the 
after Jan. 7; off last week to 
$13.000. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (21st 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Apparent hit 
has also heen affected 
$35.500. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin 
wk! ‘CD-1,360; $4.80). Longrun 


lately; 
(94th | 


comedy smash also joined the off-— 


beat to some extent, but stiil 
powerful at $31,700. 
“Montserrat,” Fulton (5th wk) 


(D-976; $4.80). With the end of 
theatre parties, the b.o. volume has 
diminished, but last week's $16,400 
was okay. 

“Regina,” 46th St. (5th wk) (D- 
1,319; $6). Also feeling the end of 
party bookings; losing $16,800. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (34th 
wk?) ‘M-1.659; $6). Still getting the 
standee limit at all showings and 
always has patrons at the ticket 
window; $50,600 again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (105th wk) (D-1,066; $4.80). 
Final two weeks for the Tennessee 
Williams bonanza, then lays off for 
a week before starting its tour; 
dipped to $15,000. 

“Texas, L'il Darlin’,” Hellinger 
(92d wk) ‘M-1.543: $6). New musi- 
cal may have a chance if it can 


survive the pre-Christmas slump; 
first full week registered alniost 


$23 000 

“That Lady,” Martin Beck (2d 
wk) ‘(D-1,214; $4.80) Katnarine 
Cornell started fast and appears 
set for at least a moderate 
iisv- ian Week Tpped F25.600 . 

“The Father,” Cort (3d wk) ‘D- 
1,064; $4.80). Doing fairly well; 
$15.200 

“Touch and Go,” Broadhurst 
‘Sth wk) (R-1,160; $6 George 
Abbott production sold out except 
at the Wednesday performances 
$34,000 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
‘60th wk) (M-1,059; $6). Slowed 
somewhat by the  pre-Christmas 
lull, but should recover capacity 
pace after the holidays; reached 
$36,000. 

“Yes, M’Lord,” Booth (9th wk) 
(C-712; $4.80). London import feel- 
ing the season slough; under 
$8 000 

Openings 

“Gentlemen Prefer 
Ziegfeld (M-1,628; $6). Musical 
version of the Anita Loos book 
and play, adapted by the authoress 


Blondes,” 


end Joserk Fields, music by Jule 
Styne, lyrics by Leo Robin. pre- 
sented by Herman Levin and 


Oliver Smith; enthusiastically re- 
ceived during Philadelphia tryout; 
production cost about $160,000, can 
operate at $31,000 and capacity 
for the house is $48,000; opens 
tomorrow night (Thur.) 

“Metropole,” Lyceum (C-995; 
$4.80). Play by William Walden, 
presented by Max Gordon, got 
mixed reviews out of town; cost 
$50.000, to bring in, breaks at $13,- 
000 and has a capacity of $21,500; 
opened last night (Tuses.), 


Streetcar 116, 
New Orleans 


New Orleans, Dec. 6. 
For the first week of a fortnight’s 
Stand at the 1,450-seat Poche thea- 
tre here, “Streetcar Named Desire” 
grossed a fair $17,000 at a $3.50 
top, plus tax. Show opened to mild 
attendance but picked up through 





the week. The gross is expected 
to reach $20,000 on the current 
week. Producer Irene Selznick 


was in town last week for the local 
opening. 

Tennessee Williams drama splits 
next week between Jackson, Miss. 
Little Rock and Memphis, lays off 
the pre-Christmas week and re- 
opens Dec. 26 in Atlanta. 


BALLET THEATRE HOT 
$29,800 IN SPLIT WK. 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 

Ballet Theatre grossed an esti- 
mated $2,500 in a single perform- 
ance here Sunday night (4). In a 
split week, troupe did $5,900 Mon- 
day (28) in Pittsburgh: $6,800 in 
three performances in Cincinnati 
Tuesday-Wednesday, and $14, 
in Detroit in four showings Thurs- 
day-Saturday. Total for the seven- 
day week was $29,800. 

Visits to Pittsburgh and Detroit 
were under new local manage- 
ments for the first time. Detroit's 
gross, under Irving Teicher spon- 
sorship, wae the best biz Ballet 
Theatre had ever done in that city. 





‘Brigadoon’ | Robust 
$32,700 in Baltimore 


Baltimore, Dec. 

“Brigadoon” mounted the firet 
realiy big figure of the current 
season at Ford's here last week, 
winding up with a robust $32,700. 
In as the first of five plays on 
American Theatre Society-Theatre 
Guild subscription, musical caught 
on from the teeoff, with seats at 
a premium for latter part of week. 
It was the show’s first engagement 


here. 

Town is dark currently, with 
“Summer and Smoke” set for 
Dec. 19. 


Tallu’s 19G | One-Niters 


Richmond, Va., Dec. 6. 

Tallulah Bankhead drew an esti- 
mated gross of $12,500 with a four- 
performance engagement of “Pri- 
vate Lives” at the 1,282-seat 
WRVA theatre last week. Star 
fot almost $6,500 in three addi- 
tional performances in Greensboro, 
Raleigh and Durham, 


ta a eels Till 


run; 
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| 
| good comic ability as a messenger. 
Pla § on Broadwa | Direction by Donald Carty "te . ound , 
Mory Halpern was okay. Play has . 


film possibilities. 








pm AR A -—— F - - Geter —T |__ “The Closing Door,” Cheryl Crawford's production cf the Alexander 
drama in two acts (four scenes), by Alex- The romantic mixup of three Mack Donald’s Dream knox ry | an |< gee Thursday (1) at the Empire, 
is financed at 000, wit ackers, including a number of 


Riitn: features Richard Derr. Directed Married couples on a vacation Except for some pleasant music N. Y. 
by Lee Strasberg; setting and lighting. cruise offers only moderate laughs and lyrics, Shoe String Produc- familiar show business names. General partners are Miss Crawford 
Paul Morrison; costumes, Robert Steven” and becomes progressively tedious. tions’ offerings of “Mack Donald’s and Ruth Norman. Limited partners and their investments include 

At Empire, } ” , It seems questionable for New Dream,” at the Carl Fischer Con- author's agent Carol Brandt, $1,200; Theatre Guild director Theresa 


$4.50 top ($6 opening). . en : 
Norma Trahern ......... Doris Nolan York es the road, but may fill a cert Hall, N. Y., for three per- Helburn, $600; Guild’s co-director Lawrence Langner, $600; Armina 
— Ce nee eee: Week for play-hungry summer formances, was an uneventful af-| Marshall (Mrs. Langner), $600; theatrica! accountant Jack Seidman, 
Vail Trahern _....... Alexander Knox stock managers. Because of the fair. A musical comedy of ama- ¢) 200; producer Bea Lawrence, $1,200; attorney Morris Schrier, rep- 
cael john Shellie adultery angle, the play is virtu- teurish genre, show revolves resenting Music Corp. of America, $4,800; orchestra leader-producer 
Dr. Ed Harriman.... Richard Derr ally impossible film material. around the title character's dream Meyer Davis, representing a syndicate, $1,800; producers Marjorie and 
Basil Johnson Ronald Ale kander The principal distinction be- of a magnetic device capable of Sherman Ewing, $600 each; theatrical program publisher Al Green 
Do ve indolph Echols 2 ug aaa .* “ —— : anti . . * . vd ’ ’ e 
Recter Trehera ales Masweem swoon Clutterbuck” and a scare attracting women. stone, $1,200; agent Moe Gale, $600; theatre manager Louis Lotito 
Guard : Lonny Chapman bedroom farces of the last genera- In addition to writing the book, $1,200: singer Robert Merrill $600: actor-ad “exec Winston O'Keefe. 
Guard .. Martin Balsam tion is that in this play the title Milton Hood Ward contributed to representing a syndicate $1,200: scenarist Alan Scott $1 200: theatre 





—— character appears briefly only the words and music. along with |. ; a 2 7 ; — 4a 

There’s presumably an audience twice, and has no lines until the Mare Gordon, Bert Boyer, Robert party agent Lenore Tobin, $1.200; ad Sy William Weintraub, 
on Broadway for such a staple com- finale, when he makes a satirically Lippman and Mace Neufeld. Smart Jr., $1,800; Clinton Wilder, Miss Crawford's co-producer on “Regina, 
modity as a melodramatic thriller, condescending curtain speech. wordage was noticeable in “] %690; industrialist-producer Anthony B. Farrell, $3,600; lighting tech- 
nician Eddie Kook, $1,200; film actress Anne Shirley (Mrs. Charles 





but it’s doubtful if “The Closing Otherwise, the play deals with a Never Felt Like This.” “I’m in 

Door” meets specifications. The situation in which two women find Love With Me.” “Publicity.” “I'm Lederer), $600. 

pay has undeniably tense mo- their former lover on the same Gonna Magnetize Ya” and “Fifty « 

ments, but the suspense is not sus- cruise ship, while their husbands Million Men.” Musical also show- Consistently conflicting critical opinions of Brooks Atkinson, of the 

tained and there is too much eso- discover they both had Sa cased some okay vocalizing the best N. Y. Times, and Howard Barnes, of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, are 

teric palaver. _ flings with his wife. In this in- of which was offered by Saunders arousing comment in Broadway legit circles this season. Fact that the 
Such a show might have regis- stance it seems contrived and only Devine and John Orr. two reviewers’ papers are generally regarded as more or less in the 





terod a smash success some years Mildly amusing. , , hone ; 
; : : same category and having somewhat similar type of readership empha- 
; , - > ] og oy y, oa ’ ors . - ; " rs 
> e elite oad "“alaslive My — 2 - oe Their Hills Are Scarred sizes the contcast in the tone of their notices. Thus far this season they 
than formerly, but high running others, and all are at least accept- Dealing with postwar Germany have sharply differed on six of the 16 new shows, excluding two other 
costs have made it virtually impos- able. they don’t succeed in bring- and working on the premise that Productions on which one or the other wrote a “no opinion” review. 
; . Case in point is “Clutterbuck,” which premiered Saturday night (3) 


sible to nurse along a marginal jing the situations alive. Arthur Nazism is still alive there, Nishan - : 
production until it finds its public Margetson, Ruth Matteson and Parlsian’s “Their Hills Are at the Biltmore. Atkinson praised the script, but suggested that the 


and builds to profitable operation. ToM Helmore manage to be attrac- Scarred” is an embarrassingly con- performance “does not sip much of the cream of (the) jest.” Barnes, 
Thus, even with numerous theatre tive, and although Ruth Ford and trived work. Presented by the however, thought the play “inconsequential” and “inoffensive,” but said 
parties to provide support, the Claire Carleton are not always Drama Lab for four performances that “the cast makes the most of a sophisticated verbal ping-pong 
mciler has little chance of paying audible, they and the others get by. ‘Nov. 16-19) at the Master theatre, game.” 














of!. But it might make an en- Norris Houghton’s direction is ade- N. Y., the play has little to offer Other shows on which the two critics have differed thus far are 
grossing film in the “Spellbound” quate, and Samuel Leve’s ship- as_ dramatic fare. : “Twelfth Night,” “The Browning Version,” “Touch and Go,” “I Know 
ca'cgory deck and resort-hotel settings look _ Patricia Sawyer failed to con- My Love” and “The Closing Door.” 
Play by legit-film actor Alex- authentic. vince as cong = Goomen ae on 
ander Knox is about a schizo- he opening-night performance W@!ting for the day when her - srek denies teili —_ ' 
phrenic who, hating his late father wac B. oe caentie disrupted country would strike again. Alice Henry Sherek denies teiling a London Univ. lecture audience that 
- . ~ ee ; Lint d Willi: Ss did he had been offered the British rights to “Death of a Salesman” and 
and his unscrupulous brother, bor- py late arrivals. besides which */mton an illam summers did /- oes OF : 
oa icids t. “).. ° = ‘ell her ; ddaught d ‘Streetcar Named Desire,” but had turned them down. He explains 
ders on homicidal dementia. Dur- several patrons were given wrong We!! a8 her granddaughter an a a ; , 
i = Gon . fc wi . a: ge os randson. Louis Grah was that he said, “I find no great pleasure in reproducing plays which have 
ing a five-hour period his wife seats. Also, the house lights were 8™4ndson u raham , ; 
gets rid of a siatternly maid who mishandled at the start of all three Creditable as an ex-GI, while Pat been done elsewhere with casts from the other side, because there is 
taunts him and sends away his acts Hobe. Hingle, Robert Morea, Sylvan little creative work involved. ; 
mother and son on visits. She has - Buch and Bill Jackel turned in He adds, “At no time did I suggest a comparison [with T. S. Eliot's 
arranged to have her husband sent , acceptable performances. Out- “Cocktail Party,” which he will present in New York soon, in associa- 
to a psychiatric clinic, but he out- Off-B way Shows standing aspect of the entire pro- tion with Gilbert Miller: Ed.), but in answer to a question, I was of 
wits her, returns home and nearly duction was Walter L. Stein- the opinion that whereas ‘Salesman’ and ‘Streetcar’ are local and very 
commits a murder. | harter’s professional set. specialized portraits of our time, I felt that the Eliot play would live 











Thanks partly to Paul Morrison's as Shakespeare lives because it would be rated as a great contemporary 


atmospheric setting of a loft apart- Trouble in July literary achievement.” 

ment, a mood of impending vio- ‘s ;' i i. «steed Play Out of Town 

lence and horror is quickly estab- Trouble in July” is a vivid — f b f f wittes tm Mow ¥ ot on 
lished, and the quiet events of the dramatization of the stupidity, resence of a number o out-o -town critics in New York last we ek 
first few scenes grip audience at- Viciousness and fear that accom- ‘ to attend premiere-week showings of the “Samson and Delilah” film 
tention. But talky passages and Pan) a lynching down south. This Encore brought an abnormal volume of requests for press seats for Broadway 
extraneous situations and charac- Owen Steele adaptation of Erskine Ben Bard production of drama ie iises legit shows. Pressagents for some of the top hits got as many as a 
ters (such as the amusing race- Caldwell’s novel of the same name fi \.4.eg py Bernard Szold; sets by Ken dozen calls from visiting reviewers. Fortunately, the annual pre- 
track follower who hates horses) Might have a chance on Broadway. MacCleliand; music and lyrics, William Christmas boxoffice slump had started, so it was possible to accommo- 
repeatédly let tension evaporate. AS presented at the Six Fifth Ave- R. Fowler. At Key (neatre, North Holly- date most of them. 


‘ wood, Cal., Nov. 29, °49; $1.20 top. 
Although interest is invariably re- ; 











. agar wea , > th . re 0 | ; : : . 
nue theatre, N. Y., by the Troupers, \yatt Burns William Marks Factor in the situation was that although Paramount was paying the 


. : we En IN ‘ee-ac av is 3 ccount Sadi aii cde iaes 1 Frankl : : Aad 
captured, the degree of suspenss ~ ie © 6 ee te ag”. gible Christine Fortune round-trip fares and hotel bills of the critical group, tt was not arrang- 
diminishes. - nd that one of its white femme Moe Gans _..---.++- George Wallace ing their entertainment schedules during their stay. Usually on such 

P ' we . os ‘or ‘ : i Sn, . .scesenses nnis Cross edad : ~ saa 
Not all the developments are jinabitants has been raped by a Gilda Vanessi..........._. Benna Bard Projects, the film company arranges a full entertainment schedule for 
clear and certain scenes are pat- wy... Lou Vanessi “""""""" prank Jurovich the aisle-sitters. 
Negro. Wanda Cortright...... Joanna Lamond 


ently the kind that an actor-author —- 
aii -_ : —ae . , . ; » he charge, Philip Manning ... John Chamberlain 

pong BM ge. A, the =e t df poet thre OOS -- Eras Veuners Production of “Clutterbuck,” Benn Levy comedy which opened Sat- 
the situation is plausible and the and eventually strung up. The Alth h ne thee a fate © urday night (3) at the Biltmore, N. Y., is financed at $50,000. Of the 
story, even up to the lurid climax, savagery of the mob is effectively ~. Sloate a a tb tenn eae 31 backers, 14 are from Denver, where the play was tried out last 
is believable. Presumably the psy- Portrayed, ringing with realism *ran gt - “uited love laid SU™mer. They put up $16,500 of the coin. Irving L. Jacobs, the co- 
chiatric confab is technically cor- and injustice. Also adding to the one rag = pon dh, back- Producer, is sole general partner, besides being a limited partner with 
rect, and it may be interesting to Play’s potency are the numerous Pe pA yoy Bowery and on ®@ $1.000 investment. Other limited partners and their contributions 
specialists on the subject, but it Characterizations ranging iroim the ell there is some good include Mary Coyle Chase, author of “Harvey,” $1,000; producer Bea 
impedes the action and mars the vehemently bigoted whites to writing in it, some flashes of humor Lawrence, $1,000; scene designer Sam Leve, $5u0; co-producer David 
theatrical effect. those more tolerant, who are and arresting drama. Production Merrick, $5,000; the show's director, Norris Houghton, $500, and Ruth 
Author-actor Knox has written aon ,a, , A -- at the Key theatre also serves to Matteson, featured in the cast, $500. 

himself _ showy pare as the psycho themseives. “Trouble” travels at display the fine abilities of Dennis : : _ 
who juggles plates, plays the ae a rapid pace and is sparked with Cross, as the Bowery piano-player Francis Mayville is a student at the Carnegie Tech Drama School, 
prea = = eee an abundance of action. who rises to riches and ae — 4 Pittsburgh, where he expects to get his bachelor degree in June and 
a _- ay Greg Hunter makes a pathetic mn gy od a KH ,® ntle his master’s next February. In addition, Mayville sponsored the Ballet 
somberness. gentieness. cruelty, in. figure as the hunted Negro, while , al that ri hon Shona Guam Theatre in Pittsburgh last week and is bringing in Margaret Webster's 
enuousness, guile, playfulness and Robert Berger gives a convincing oe me and a compelling personali- troupe later; he bought the physical production of “Medea” a year ago 
f : . and expects to send it on tour after the first of the year, and he’s also 


ysteria. Mostly, he brings it off portrayal as an intolerant white. 4)” But show hasn’t much chance ° —— 
pretty well, but some of the lengthy Ben Hammer is good as the sheriff either for legit or films. instructing in drama at Duquesne U. Mayville also ran a short season 
who finds it politically expedient “cio. has Benna Bard. musical °f Summer stock in Pittsburgh last August which folded, however, 


speeches defeat him. . ; 
sarfar , e v *h : 4 yy , , ; > “oO , , 
As the harried but only occa- - pA sa a comedy star, coming to a Bowery after a few weeks of bad business. He keeps pretty busy. 
sionally distraught, always courage- Llovd Richards Alice de I eache. dump operated by George Wallace. 
" " 4 « >, Ps - aVle . . ; ; sw . “oo le = , 
ous and devoted wife, Doris Nolan James Winslow, Tommie Tompkins S!U™ming with her producer, John —_Use of an offstage character’s name, with the actor supposedly play- 
(Mrs. Knox) gives a direct, well 354 Sheppard Kerman also proffer ae. She = in love ing the part, confused first-nighters and subsequent playgoers at the 
— =. wr aa. fine performances, as do most of se gp nny Bay ny help a with Alexander Knox meller, “The Closing Door,” at the Empire, N. Y., last 
at lamond is likeable as the the remaining members, of the 21- ¢" Stage career to help week. Device, a familiar one a generation or more ago, has not been 
son, Jo Van Fleet is properly frow- character cast his work. Cross writes acceptable yseqd lately. Idea is merely t islead ' val 
sy as the impudent servant, and ‘ a scores for musical shows, but fails ,)..° +3 : y to misiead anyone trying to figure out the 
y as ) ‘servant, Saen Mhen mote ot ned ws ov play’s plot in advance. In the case of “Door,” at least one critic re- 
Richard Derr is convincing as the James Vyas rates a special noG tg make money. He is frustrated ferred h : a an , a er 
erred to the extra cast name as indicating extensive tryout revisions. 


young doctor, although as a last- for his excellent direction. Karl py ag hunger to write greater . . 
minute addition to the cast he oc- Hueglin’s sets overcome the short- music, drinks heavily, breaks his Management also received several phone calls of inquiry. 











gopeney Ja soutien, the lines. me iF, .. ' wife’s heart in an affair with an- Selle de Ch 
ohn Shellie, Eva Condon, Ronald ay ope sday anc Is other woman. She disappears for alle de ampagne, combination cafe-cocktailery- pi 
Alexander and Randolph Echols are scheduled to run two weeks. more than a year, cane ae fatally Greenwich Village, N. Y.. employs young ping yo = = 
satisfactory in support roles. aceasta, ill in the last scene, just as Cross waitresses and bartenders, on a between-engagements basis. Spot serves 
Lee Strasberg’s direction avoids Commander’s Wife /has achiveded success as a com- no hard liquor—only wines and champagne—and it has no formal show 
exaggeration in the taut scenes, poser. She dies in his arms. This but the waitresses and/or guests may perform and pl ketches for 
but fails to give pace to the slow Scheduled for Broadway pro- tragic reunion takes place in the patrons. Establishment also exhibits and “t nts fo ‘polatiag 
passages. Hobe. duction in 1941 under its original Bowery dump where they first met. on a commission-free basis Pl ~ . 4 ay agents for paintings, 
cnsnnsempesneneniaee: title, “The Admiral Had a Wife.’ Next to Cross, Miss Bard is the wife, Dorothy Gillespi ‘ oe 2 CSRS ty Saas Sea ane Se 
4 Sedterbuck but cancelled because of the war, best of the players. William Marks - : a, ome. 


Irving L. Jacobs production (in associa this play was offered at New and Hazel Franklyn are excellent 


Ay | bo toe “ae av cece Cpilege for as a good-hearted pair of troupers. Fla. Stock Troupe Set ‘Sues to Restrain Use Of 


three performances. An innocu- Wallace, Christine Fortune, Ernie 





Arthur Marcetson, Tom Helmore. Ruth “gn : : 
Matteson, Ruth Ford, Claire Carleton, OWS Comedy, “Commander's Wife” Venneri, Frank Jurovi ‘ : 
Staxed by Norris Houghton: settings. is of the prewar variety and Lamond and chasheinte "aiee Operati ste cmp Red Barn Theatre Name 
Samuel Leve;: costumes, Alvin Col ; aw , “ “e Fatin as < j 
Biltmore. N. Y., Dec. 3. 49. at $4.80 a might have made the grade then, good support, ~ ‘ a a -y so Worcester, Dec. 6. 
Biltmore. N. gens like . pi c , mers at the Lake Summit Play- — , sila . 
$6 opening) seems like a spotty po- There is some adequate music poyse Hend ill . William V. McCormack, owner 
hetes | Wueeteet asthe eee tential for Broadway. Show pro- in the show, composed by Will Vemhend tage ii N. C., the of the Red Barn theatre in subur- 
Deborah Pomtret Ruth Ford Vides a few laughs, but not enough. Fowler, son of author Gene Fow- initial Fe ge eet ee weit ban Westboro, has entered suit in 
Clutterbuck eae Coase Rewritten and brought up to er. ‘Bygones” and “Everyone her th Pi ke nternaticnal 2uberior court here to — 2 
Waiter “.l Tom Chune Yun Gate by author Lowell Barrington, Must Have a Lullaby,” both senti- “Te a the inellas International piayhouse'’s name being used else- 
Bielissa Claire Carleton the play revolves around a lieut. ™ental ballads, reveal promising Airport's playhouse. A 10-week where. 

—- - commander who beats his 4dmiral talent in young Fowler. Bernard S@4son will get underway Jan. 17. He states efforts are being made 


London apparently saw a certain at war games Bob Smit} Szold’s directio is 5 : Choic f lay 
nEOR ape v ortain i i i 1 was ~2 n is good. Sets by ce of plays to be presented to con e | 
} mers _ Ay et = is ag as = lieut. commander Ken McClelland are okay. Dag = not yet been decided except a Ram FAY sither Weetbere 
r S broadway presemta- while Diana Douglas, as his wife, . or the tentative preeming of a or w 
st End (with and David Tyrrell were both good the Dallas little theatre, has re- by Effie Young and Ernest Paganc i i 
a name cast), and various New as comedy assists hile John Signed and won't he replz "A ~~ Pnest Pagano. name except in its present location. 
York managements considered it O'Hare Peal non” while John signe in ‘on replaced. A professional acting company, Named in the suit is Robert Dag- 
é : : > eC homas Reyn- Group wili finish out the seas consisti ly 
before Irving L. Jacobs acquired ol Mh 4 - . re ee ng mostly of New York ac- gett, lessee of the playhouse for 
the script and gave it a strawhat oe ge Ba od , onal aiflicubiine” Sor aun alte on ipervision of woeee, several summers. Currently mS 
tryout last summer at Elitch’s fessionally. John Perkins showed ‘eaving. . — Far wa Supervision of Robroy presenting the Red Barn Players 
\ qunar, ‘at the State theatre, Lowell. 
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Kansas City Officials Settle Big 


” Squabble Over City-Owned House 





Kansas City, Dec. 6. + 
The town will continue to have ' 


two legit houses following decision 
of advisory board to the City 
Council on the matter last week. 
Both the municipal auditorium, 
which has housed travelling com- 

anies for over a decade, and the 

rpheum theatre, recently re- 
furbished as a deluxe legit site by 
Fox Midwest Theatres, will house 
legiters from time to time, first 
time in years city has had two such 
theatres. 

The advisory board had been 
considering a letter from Elmer 
Rhoden, president of Fox Midwest, 
seeking a ruling from the Council 
against staging of legit road attrac- 
tions in the city-owned Music Hall 
on the grounds it was unfair to the- 
atre operators. The board, with R. 
C. Kemper, local banker, as chair- 
man, voted unanimously to con- 
tinue road companies in the 2,672- 
seat hall, leaving the situation 
pretty much as it has been since 
the Orpheum reopened in Sep- 
tember. 

Orpheum had played top films at 
admission top of 75c most of the 
fall, but last week played “Bar- 
rets of Wimpole Street,” with 
Susan Peters, for six days as its 
first legit With nothing else 
booked until January, city man- 
ager Leon Robertson decided on 
closing the house, in compliance 
with the circuit’s previously stated 
policy. Several plays are tenta- 
tively set for the theatre early in 
1950. 

Nieanwhile, four more attrac- 
tions were announced for the Mu- 
sic Hall last week, comprising the 
subscription list of the Theatre 
Guild, which has been inactive lo- 
cally thus far this season. First on 
the list is “Detective Story,’ with 
Chester Morris, in for four days 
opening Dec. 26. Second will be 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,” and two 
others are to be announced later. 

Guild dates are being handled 
by John Antonello, who also has 
handled earlier shows in the Music 


Hall already this season. It was 
bookings by Antonello that Fox 
Midwest sought to stop. He has 


set Charles Laughton for a solo 
date Dec. 9, and “High Button 
Shoes” for a return Dec. 10-11. 








‘No Overcall’ 


Continued from page 56 
which most flops indulge in, the 
investors will get a refund of more 
than 20°. Investors in so-called 
hits frequentiy doni“do as well. 








/polonaise embracing 


This loss includes two weeks in| 


town plus a week and a half road 
warmup, with all weeks profitless. 

Your report was also damaging 
because it made it appear there had 
been an overcall, when actually I 
am known to my investors as No 
Overcal! Pemberton. It is general 
practice to include a clause in the 
contract for as high as a 25° over- 
eall, which is frequently taken ad- 
vantage of. My contract expressly 
forbids an overcall on the theory 
that a producer should know his 
budget. 

To show that these figures are 
not a fluke you might be interested 
in hearing that the production cost 
of “Harvey,” put on more than five 
years ago when costs were equaily 
high, was $24,608.33. This proved 
to be a slightly more profitable 
venture than the latest, showing a 


profit in excess of $500,000 the | good deal 


second year. It is now in its sixth 


year. 
distributed. “Harvey” was capital- 
ized at only $30,000! Now I! 
know I am a lousy business man. 
This all may sound like boast- 
ing. It is, but you brought the sub- 
ject up. I have devoted 38 years 
of my life to the theatre as drama 
reperter, critic, manager and pro- 
ducer. I haven't many productions 
left in me and I am willing to give 
the body now, including figures, to 
science or anyone in the industry 
interested. Any producer or group 
of producers may study the figures. 
Why let the Federal tax men have 
all the fun. 
Yours for accuracy, 
Breck Pemberton. 


Schwar‘z to Tenur ‘Yosele’ 
Maurice Schwartz will close 
Sholem Aleichem’s comedy, “Yo- 
sele, the Nightingale’ Dec. 25 at 
the Yiddish Art theatre, N. Y., and 
will then tour 
“Yosele” opens 
dan. 1. 


in Montreal, 


Hartford, Boston To 


See ‘Lady from Paris’ 


With Billy Gilbert and Irene 
Bordoni signed for leading roles, 
Franz Steininger’s Broadway pro- 
duction of “Lady from Paris” has 
set tryout dates, beginning at 
Bushnell Aud., Hartford. Jan. 5- 
6-7, then to Opera House. Boston. 
for two weeks. Paul M. Trebitsch 
has arrived from Hollywood to be 
general manager 

Musical is a revision of the Patsy 
Ruth Miller show of two seasons 
ago, “Music in My Heart.” with 
Steininger’s adaptation of Tchai- 
kovsky melodies. 


BY SOL HUROK OFFICE 


Gregor Piatigorsky, top cellist in 
the concert field. has been signed 
by Sol Hurok, who is already book- 
ing him for 1950-51 dates. 

Piatigorsky is currently on a 
year’s holiday after celebrating his 
20th anniversary as a concert artist 
in America last season. He had 
been under management of Colum- 
bia Artists Mat Arthur Judson 
division, for almost all of the 20 
years. 





Ballet Followups 


N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
(CITY CENTER, N. Y.) 

The N. Y. City Ballet Co. has 
foliowed up its brilliant “Firebird” 
with another colorful premiere, 
this time “Bourree Fantasque,” in 
George Balanchine's choreography, 
to Chabrier music. Preemed last 
Thursday (1) at City Center, N. Y., 
the work shapes up as a worthy ad- 
dition to the N. Y. troupe’s reper- 
tory, one full of glamor, color and 
excitement. It's an immediate 
success. 

The ballet is in the classical 
style, set in three parts, and em- 
os the full company of 60. 

irst part, in prancing bourree or 
polka style, has Jerome Robbins 
and Tanaquil LeClerg as soloists, 
leading their group in some ex- 
cellent dancing and broadly humor- 
ous miming. Middle section is 
more serious, a romantic prelude 
with Maria Tallichief and Nicholas 
Magallanes as leads. Duo offers 
some beautiful dancing, flanked by 
a row of girls. Final section is a 
the entire 
troupe, but permitting Janet Reed 
and Herbert Bliss to do some bril- 
liant solo work. Ballet has been 
sumptuously designed and cos- 
tumed by Karinska, to the eye-fill- 











| ing as well as exhilarating. Bron. 


This year $200,000 will be | 
'straction, danced ‘or rather s- 


Les Ballets de Paris 


(WINTER GARDEN, N. Y.) 


Les Ballets de Paris, continu- 
ing its successful run at the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., has switched 
its four - ballet program slight- 
ly, with a new work, “Pas D’Ac- 
tion,’ replacing “Rendezvous” as 
the opener. Switch isn’t an im- 
provement, as the new ballet is a 
somewhat static, sombre piece and 
a little heavy and slow for a cur- 
tain-raiser. “Rendezvous,” now 
dropped from the _ repertory, 
evoked a Parisian atmosphere to 
place the French group in its true 
perspective, while also having a 
of choreographic and 
dramatic merit. 

“Pas D’Action” is a classic ab- 


tured) to the Prelude and Lie- 
bestod music from “Tristan and 
Isolde,’ and choreographed by the 
French troupe's director, Roland 
Petit. Petit also dances the lead 
role, with Renee Jeanmaire op- 
posite. Music for this dance is a 
bit incongruous, this effect being 
heightened by a bare stage, with 
its backdrops, pipes, lights, trunks, 
ete., as the setting. 

Otherwise, the three remaining 
ballets hold their great punch and 
appeal. Milorad Miskovitch, male 
member of the two-character ballet, 
“Le Combat,” has returned to 
Paris, to be replaced by Henry 
Danton. Latter is an excellent re- 
placement, and he and Colette 


Marchand combine to make the, 


dance-drama the finest thing on 
the French troupe’s current bill. 
Miss Marchand also continues to 
stun the customers with her gorge- 
ous gams and her sprightly spirit 
in “L’Oeuf a la Coque,” and Petit, 


Miss Jeanmaire and the troupe 
make a virtuoso bit out of the 
“Carmen” ballet. Bron. 


Current Road Shows 


‘Dee. 5-17) 





“Alive and Kicking”—Shubert, | 
Boston (8-17). 

“Anne of 1,000 Days”—Great 
Northern, Chicago (5-17). 

“As You Like It”—-Shubert. New 


Haven (7-10); Colonial, Boston 
(12-17). 
Ballet Theatre—Opera House. 


Boston (5-10'; Shubert, New Haven 
(11); Memorial Aud., Worcester, 
Mass. (12); Court Square, Spring- 
field (13-14); Bushnell Aud., Hart- 
ford (15-16): Klein Aud., Bridge- 
port (17 

“Barrets of Wimpole Street”— 
Home, Oklahoma City (5-6); Con- 
vention Hall, Tulsa ‘7': Robinson 
Aud., Little Rock (8): Aud., Mem- 
phis (9-10); Aud., Nashville (12); 
Coliseum, Evansville Ind (13) 
Aud... Lexington, Ky. (15) 

“Blossom Time”—Nixon, Pitts 
burgh (5-10); Hanna, Cleveland ‘12- 
17 


“Brigadoon” — Shubert, Phila 
(5-17) 
“Death of a Salesman” — Er- 


langer, Chicago (5-17) 

“Detective Story”—Blackstone 
Chicago (5-17) 

“Finian’s Raainbow”’—American 
St. Louis (5-10); Lyceum, Min- 
neapolis (12-17) 


“High Butten Shoes”—Macky 
Aud Boulder, Col (5): Chief 
Colorado Springs ‘6); City Aud., 


Pueblo 7 Convention Hall 
Hutchinson. Kans. ‘9); Musie Hall 
Kansas City (10); Stuart, Lincoln 
Neb. (12): KRNT theatre, Des 
Moines (13-14); Aud., St. Joseph 
Mo. (15): Aud., Topeka (16); Aud 
Springfield, Mo. (17) 

“How Long Till Summer” 
Shubert, New Haven (15-17) 

“Inside U. 8S. A.”—Curran, San 
Francisco ‘5-17) 

“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Chi- 
cago (5-17) 

“Light 
Erie (5); 


Up the Sky”—Shea’s, 
Colonial, Akron ‘6); Wel- 
ler, Zanesville (7); Murat. In- 
dianapolis (8-10); Memorial Aud., 
Louisville (13); Fairbanks, Spring- 
field, O. (14); Hartman, Columbus, 
O. (15-17) 

“Man Who Came to Dinner’— 


Royal Alexandra, Toronto (5-10); 
Erlanger, Buffalo (12-15); Aud., 
Rochester (16-17). 

“Mister Roberts’ — Taft Aud., 


Cincinnati ‘5-10): American, St. 


Louis (12-17). 


“Oklahoma!” — Royal Victoria, 
Victoria (5-10): Temple, Tacoma, 
Wash. (12-14): Memorial Aud., 


Sacramento, Cal. (16-17). 
“Philadelphia Story”—Erlanger, 
Buffalo (5-8); Aud.. Rochester ‘9- 


10'; Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
(12-17). 
“Private Lives” — National, 


Greensboro, N. C. (5); Carolina, 
Spartanburg, S. C. ‘6); Carolina, 
Charlotte, N. C. (7): Aud., Ashe- 
ville, N. C. (8); Carolina, Green- 
ville, S. C. (9); Municipal Aud., 
Savannah (10); Aud.,. Columbus, 
Ga. (12); Aud., Augusta, Ga. (13); 
Albany, Albany, Ges.. (14'; Tower, 
Atlanta (15-17). 

“Race Race” — Forrest, Phila. 
(5-17). 

Sadler's Wells Ballet — His 
Majesty's, Montreal (5-11). 

“Streetcar Named  Desire”’— 
Poche, New Orleans (5-10); Aud., 
Jackson, Miss. (12); Robinson Aud., 
Little Rock (14-15); Aud, Mem- 
phis (16-17). 

“Student Prince”—Cass, Detroit 
(5-17). 

“Summer and Smoke”—Locust, 
Phila. (5-17). 

“Velvet Giove” — Wilbur, Bos- 
ton (13-17). 

Webster-Shakespeare— Michigan 
State College Aud., E, Lansing 


(5-6): Central Highschool Aud., 
Ypsilanti, Mich. (7); Highschool 
Aud., Springfield, O. (8); Henry 


Clay Highschool Aud., Lexington, 
Ky. (9-10); Oller Hall, Huntingdon, 
Pa. (12); State Teachers College 
Aud., Shippensburg, Pa. (13); Lyric, 
Allentown, Pa. (15); College Aud.., 
Bloomsburg, Pa. (16); Highschool 
Aud., Rahway, N. J. (17). 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Caesar and Cleopatra” — Ald- 
rich & Myers, Julius Fleischman. 

“Dance Me A Song” — Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

“Enchanted”—David Lowe. 

“Happy As_ Larry” — Leonard 
Sillman. 

“How Long Till Summer”—Leon 
Bronesky & Edward Gilbert. 

“Jennifer Marches On’’—Theatre 
Guild. 

“Member of the Wedding” — 
Robert Whitehead & Oliver Rea, 
Stanley Martineau. 

“Paragon”—Shuberts. 

“Velvet Glove” — Guthrie Mce- 
Clintic. 








San Antonio’s Opera Sked 

San Antonio, Dec. 6. 
Opera in English will keynote 
the 1950 San Antonio grand opera 
festival. Mozart's “Marriage of 
Figaro” will be one of the four 
roductions in the sixth annual 
festival next February. i 


“Anne’ to Fold Two Weeks Earlier 


Than Planned In Chi; Still In Red 





‘Student Prince’ Okay 
$19,300 in Roch., Buff 


Buffalo, Dec. 6. 

“The Student Prince” toted up 
a pleasant $19,300 last week in two 
performances at the Auditorium, 
Rochester, and five showings at the 
Erlanger here, ending Saturday 
night 

Perenniai tourer is playing the 
Cass, Detroit, this week on its way 
to Chicago. where it opens with a 
matinee Christmas day 


ONE-PLAY AWARD NIXED 
BY N.Y. CRITICS CIRCLE 


Proposal to have just one award 
for the best play of the season 
regardless of nationality of author 
ship, was defeated yesterday 
‘Tues.) by the N. Y Drama 
Critics’ Circle. John Chapman, of 
the News: Brooks Atkinson, of the 
Times, and George Jean Nathan 
of the Journal-American had 
urged modification of the present 
setup, but the members voted to 
continue the annual citations for 
“best play” and “best foreign 
play.” 

The critics 
formal application for membership 
by Leo Shull, of Show Business 
He had charged the organization 
with “discrimination” in previous 
ly denying him admittance. 


DUTCH STAR’S MAYBE SOLO 

Charlotte Kohler, Netherlands 
legit star, currently visiting New 
York, may do a one-woman show 
here in Japuary, as a benefit for 
a charity to be selected. Program 
in English, would be the same as 
she has done in London. 


Legit Follow-Up 


The Philadelphia Story 
(LOCUST, PHILADELPHIA) 
Philadelphia, Dec. 1. 

The Theatre Guild has assembled 
a stable, satisfactory cast for its 
revival of Philip Barry's 10-year- 
old comedy, “The Philadelphia 
Story,’ which played a two-week 
engagement here at the Locust 
prior to what is intended to be an 
extended transcontinental tour. 

Naturally, main interest will be 
focussed on the two stars, Sarah 
Churchill and Jeffrey Lynn, both 
of whom played their respective 
roles over the strawhat circuit this 
past summer. Miss Churchill, in 
particular, has mellowed and im- 
proved as the much - inhibited 
Tracy Lord, and now compares 
very favorably with Katharine 
Hepburn, who created the part 
on both stage and screen. Her 
clipped, British accent does not 
seem to interfere with her inter- 
pretation of this Main Line gal. 
Lynn, playing the role originated 
by Joseph Cotten and afterwards 
played on the screen by Cary 
Grant, has also gained in assurance 
and aplomb since he started the 
strawhat trek. 

In supporting roles, the Guild 
has collected a fine roster of per- 
formers. Featured after the two 
stars are Margaret Bannerman, 
Hugh Reilly and Frances Tanne- 
hill. Miss Bannerman is gracious | 
and appealing as Tracy's mother; 
Reilly does very well by the showy 
role of Mike Connor, the reporter, | 
originated by Van Heflin and in 
films by James Stewart; Miss 
Tannehill right now is creditable 
as the gal photographer and will 
undoubtedly improve with added 

laying time in the part created 
vy Shirley Booth on stage. 

Outstanding, too. are Mark 
Miller, as Tracy's brother; Alex- | 
ander Clark, as her sympathetic if 
outlawed father; John Craven, as 
the pompous fiance finally thrown 
over by Tracy in favor of her 
former husband ‘Lynn), and How- 
ard Wendell, as gay and slightly 
bibulous Uncle Willy. 

There have been a couple of 
changes in dialog to bring this 
Barry play up to date but few 
changes were really needed, “The 
Philadelphia Story” was-—and still 
is — first-rate entertainment, and | 
the Guild has been wise enough 
to sense that a top-flight cast and 
a discerning overall production 
were vitally needed. The Barry 
play now has the advantage of fine 

rformances ‘both principals and 

its) who capture the fine, real, 
comedy flavor of the Barry script. | 
Waters. — 


also turned down a 














Chicago, Dec. 6. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
which opened last night ‘Mon.) to 
generally unfavorable notices, will 
close Dec. 17 at the Great North- 
ern after only two weeks’ local run. 
Play was previously slated to fold 
Dec. 31 at the expiration of Rex 
Harrison's contract as co-star. but 
the Playwrights’ Co. had hoped to 
persuade the actor to continue at 
lsast two additional week 

Although it has been averaging 


about 25.000 a week in recent 
stands the Maxwell Anderson 
drama has made only a slight profit 


on tour, as it had an operating cost 
ot over $23,000. As of the moment, 
the production still represents a 
deficit of about $35.000 on an in- 
vestment of around $160,000. Play- 
wrights’ Co. will send out a revised 
procuction of the play next season 
for a tour of colleges and schools. 


PLAY OF MONTH GuiLD 
RIVALS SHOW OF MONTH 


New ticket subscription organi- 
zation, along lines of the Show of 
the Month Club, has been formed 
by Helen Thompson, former co- 
producer of the Hunterdon Hills 
playhouse, Jutland, N. J Details 
of the new setup haven't been an- 
nounced, and Miss Thompson could 
net be reached yesterday (Tues.) 
at her New York office 

New outfit’s name, Play of the 
Month Guild, may be the subject 
of dispute Sylvia Siegler, presi- 
dent of the Show of the Month 
Club, claims .to have registered a 
prior claim to the names Play of 
the Month Club and Concert of the 
Month Club. Dues for the new or- 
ganization are reportedly $10 per 
season, compared to SOMC rates 
of $15 for orchestra-seat members 
and $10 for balcony patrons. 

Inquiry among managements of 
several incoming Broadway shows 
failed to locate any productions for 
which the new group has sought 
ticket allotments. 


Little Theatre Group 


| . > 
For Aramco in Arabia 

U. S. employees of the Arabian 
American Oil Co. are operating a 
little theatre group in Saudi 
Arabia. Calling itself Dramaramco, 
a combination of the word drama 
and the company’s abbreviated 
name, Aramco, the outfit presents 
legit, vaudeville and minstrel pro- 
ductions. in addition to playing at 
Dhahran, Aramco’'s headquarters in 
Saudi Arabia, the group also per- 
forms at Ras Tanura, Persian Gulf 
tankcar port, and Abquaiq, desert 
oil-producing site. The three points 
are 40 miles apart, with each com- 
munity sporting a company-built 
theatre, modern and _ air-condi- 
tioned, seating about 600. 

Nearly 2,000 American employees 
attend these offerings, of which the 
most recent was a production of 
“Mr. Roberts.” Rights to popular 
plays are released in these areas, 
which are too far removed to affect 
the sales of foreign rights. Costs 
for these productions are drawn 
from the budget of Aramco’s em- 
ployees’ assn., plus some assistance 
from the company itself. Admission 
charges are nominal. 





Aggies Present Play 
Washington, Dee. 6. 
The Agricultural Players here 
will offer the initial prese 
of “The Purple Bosom 
arrott a a 
Both are former . 
men. Play is scheduled for 
performances at the Agricu 
department's Thomas Jeff 
Memorial theatre, beginning 
~~ (9). 
t will be the group's first 
duction since discontinuation of ag 
tivities during the war. 
Fichandler is 





VIRGINIA DAVIS’ CONCERT 
Virginia Davis, folk singer, who'll 


| give a concert at Times Halli, N.Y., 


| bo ba dropped out of “Alive 
an c ‘y t now in 
sf 


rehearsal. program, “The 
Me ag Davis ~ my with 

Davis, Ha Fuller trio, Douglas 
| Gregory and Billie Sanda, been 
auditioned for a number agen- 
cles. 


She's daughter of bandleader 
Meyer Davis. 
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Yvonne 
comedy in four acts by Pau! Gerald 
Robert Spitzer 
may 
tumes by 


Plays Abroad 


L*Homme de Joie 
(The Playboy) 
Paris, Nov. 22 
presentation of a 


4 


Printemps 
anc 
Fres 
cos 


Directed by Pierre 
Scenery by ‘ 
Maggy -Rouft 


Gigax-Desruelles 


Michodiere, Paris 


Henri 
Exiouard 


Aumont 
Morel 


Jean-Pierre 
at P| ues 


Jolivet Nene Sierr 
i aeteine ‘ Renee Deviilers 
fargot Lysiane Rey 
re Lolita ae Silva 
Mireille Helene Vallie: 

Paul Geraldy and Robert Spitzet 
ha remodeled” their 20-) eai old 
comedy, but it dates Just the sain 
Madeleine is worried because het 
husband Edouard has a mistress 
(Margot and persuades Henri 
a playbo io steal het away) 
Needless to sas that in the process, 
Madelein. falls for Henri uch 
vaunted charm, but In the end 1s 
reunited w:th her husband It is a 
typical plot of what used to be 
known as “boulevard comedy) but 
it is pretty slight today 

if it weren't for the acting there 
would be little justification tor its 
revival! And while Renee Devil- 
lers as the wife and Lysiane Raj 
as the mistress are excellent, Jean- 
Pierre Aumont as the p! ov is 
unconvincing. Jacques Morel, on 


the 
pertorm: 


turns in a splendid 
husband. and 


other hand 
nce as the 


his bumbling confession to his wife 
in the last act is one of the high 
points ef the play. The costumes 
and scenery are tasteful. and the 
production on the whole is slick 
Incidentally Fresnay's direction 
for reasons best known to himself, 


is 


“incoenito’”—that is to say. his 


name does not appear on the pro- 


gram 


he 


although it is no secret that 


did direct He made a good 


job of it Fred 


c 
tion of 
scenes) by 
stures t 


Fe 
Bar 


rected by Mario Amendola 
and Falcomata; dances, 


Au: 


“Castellinaria,” 
cipally as a 
coming 


(asiellinaria 


(Castles in the Air) 
Genoa, Nov 
Grandi Spettacoli 
musical review in two avts (26 
Gelich, Amendola and Mac 
o Tognazzi, Lia Cortese. Rosy 
Oskar Denes, Erika Sandri. Di 
Music, D'Anzi 
Elsa e Grado At 

Nov. 20. °49; $2 top 


29 


omparnie produc 


sons 


rustu Genoa. 
staged 
vehicle for 
l 20 


prin- 
up-and- 


comedian Tognazzi, 


whose rapid-fire gag routines 
place him closer to the U. S. brand 
of comedy than to that of his 
Italian confreres, is a show bound 


to please a good share of its Italian 
custome! but one which wastes 
good material by spreading it too 
thinly over its long running time. 
Barest pretext of a plot repeats 
the old one about the rich Ameri- 
can uncle and the poor Italian 
cousin who'll inherit the fortune, 
but it frequently strays from the 
track 


the 
Ros, 
successfully 
standbys. 
st: 
Perelli., 
saded 
r 

ino 
cann\ 


he 


It 


factory” 
pampered 
with Tognazzi as a high-class beg- 
Leneth and slow pace of the 
pantomime 
sin- 


ar 

omeo-Juliet 
keep it from clicking 
gie exception of a Reno divorce 
couples 
dance out their troubles. all dance 
P 


oP OS ee 


court 


_—_——s 


—_ 


Tognazzi 
terial 


most of it political 


show Among others, 
Barsony and Oskar 
rely on. their 
Lia Cortese. 


in for two songs, 
up; De Marey 
ess in an acro-dance bit, 
Valdi amazes with 
near-perfect 


Sisters 


an 


alo comic Toto. 


Best sketches are one on 
with all comforts 


workers. and 


for 


dance 
With 


number, in which 


At Theatre de la’ 


working with good ma- 
and per- 
fect timing in his delivery. carries 

vets 
Denes 
old 
femme 
yr. is a looker with a voice: Lello 
looks 
im- 
while 
un- 
imitation of 


“ideal 
its 
another 


| numbers could easily be halved. 
There's no catchiness in the tunes 
by D’Anzi and Falcomata, but 
they're fine for the show's use. 
Chorus is good lovking: Gelich’s 
costumes elegant and brief. Sets, 
except for the carousel number, 
are on the modest side. Hawk. 


La Demoiselle de Petite 
Vertu 

Questionable Virtue) 

Paris, Nov. 24 

Claude Sair ! vreduction of comedy 
Marcel Achard. Directed 
! and costumes by Grau 
Sala At Comedie aes” Champs Elysees, 


Paris 


(The Girl of 


American singers Babe Wallace, Gordon 


Heath 
Youn Negro Diap Abdoulaye 
Penelope Margo Lion 
Pilar Jacqueline Pierreux 
Amanda Francoise Christophe 
Virginie Arlette Thomas 
Costello Claude Sainval 
Sam ‘ J. P. Ronsillon 
Consuelo Nadine Alari 
Dubois Antoine Fleury 
Marcus Jacques Castelot 


This comedy takes place in New 


Orleans and might as well:be lo- 
cated anywhere. Though it is a 
drama, it is plenty funny. The 


story features prostitutes, vet it isn’t 
censorable, holding nary a crude 
woid nor a suggestion of smut 
Above all. it is a smash hit in Paris, 
with all the earmarks of an inter- 


national bet for both stage and 
screen, since it packs both drama 
and comedy relief, and holds for 
the talent parts that are any actor’s 


delight 


The play is a one-setter, showing 
the bungalow of a New Orleans 
femme in 1889. Lady is cheating 


on her lover, who, after making a 
scene, repairs to the bedroom and 
shoots himself 

Next act shows the wife of the 
dead man trying to get her hus- 
band out of the girl’s clutches, and 
after finding he has committed sui- 
cide, trying to get her implicated 
by the coroner in a faked murder 
case. Last act shows the brother 


Legit Bits 


lan Hunter will play the male 
lead in “Heart of the Matter,”’ the 
Graham Greene-Basil Dean drama- 
tization of the former's novel 
Windsor Lewis is stage-managing 
Guthrie McCiintic’s “Velvet Glove” 
production . Vincent Sardi, Jr., 
en route home from Florida vaca- 
tion, mailed his father a postcard 
from Sardis, Ga., and now the res- 
taurateur is planning to have his 
Christmas cards mailed from 
there Maxwell Anderson is 
working on a new play with a 
Washington locale, besides discuss- 
ing with Kurt Weill and Rouben 
Mamoulian a drama based on Mark 
Twain's stories of Mississippi life. 

Leo Kerz will design the scenery 
for Martin Stern's “The Criminals” 
: Peter Yates, whose London 
drama, “The Wind Was North,” 
will be presented Dec. 8-14 by the 
Amherst College Masquers, ar- 
rived in the U. S. over the week- 
end to attend the performance. 
He'll also lecture at Amherst. 
Smith and Mt. Holvoke before re- 
turning to England for Terrence 
Demarney’s production of his “The 
Burning Mask”. . . Showcase per- 
formances of promising talent 
from the National Theatre Confer- 
ence will be presented Dec. 18-19 


at New Stages theatre, in Green- 
wich Village, N. Y Bertha Bel- 


more succeeds Margaret Wycherly 
in “Caesar and Cleopatra.” Latter 
actress goes to the Coast for a 
film assignment. 

Because of differences with co- 
star Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Sam 
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Wanamaker has withdrawn as di- 
rector of the Richard Aldrich- 
Richard Myers revival of “Caesar 
and Cleopatra.” Hardwicke has 
taken over the staging .. . George 
S. Kaufman, director of ‘Metro- 
pole,” returned to town ahead of 
the show to audition candidates 
for “The Enchanted,” which he’s 
also staging ... Backers of “Life 
Mother” 


With will probably get 
15°) return on their $100,000 in- 
vestinent New playwrights’ 


committee of the Dramatists Guild 
had a discussian meeting last night 
(Tues.) open to all Guild members. 
Speakers at the Eastern Theatre 
Conterence held at Delaware U.. 
Newark. Del., over the weekend 
included Clarence Derwent, Rob- 
ert Breen, Theron Bamberger, 
William Miles and Ted Mabley. 
Also Bernard Simon, N. Y_ press- 
agent; Richard Coe, Washington 
Post drama editor; Francis Cava- 
naugh, manager of the Delaware 
playhouse; Bryllin Fagin, head of 
John Hopkins U.'’s drama dept., 
and Joan Lee Walsh, repping 
Catholic U.’s drama dept. 
Richard Barr staging and Paul 
Morrison doing the sets for the 
Abbe Practical Workshop presenta- 
tion of J. M. Synge’s “Dierdre of 








the Sorrows,” scheduled for three 


of the dead man himself falling for | 
the girl. There is very little in the 
story: the whole thing is in the 


| treatment and dialog, which is ex- 


tremely witty and of the best Mar- 
cel Achard. 

Acting is of the highest order 
throughout. As the naughty lady, 
Francoise Christophe handles the 
part in a way both most alluring 
and sufficiently restrained. Arlette 
Thomas, as the ingenue, handles a 
very difficult part in a way that’s 
most commendable. Nadime Alari 
as the bereaved wife is ail that 
can be desired. Jacqueline Pier- 
reux as the girl's colleague is real- 
istic. and Margo Lion, as the maid 
servant, shows her long stage train- 
ing 

Claude Sainval handles well the 
double ‘part of the  brotheis. 
Jacques Castelot has a more impor- 
tant part as the coroner, and plays 
it very plausibly Apart from a 
Mississippi boat, the locale is aided 
by the presence at times of two 
colored singers. done by two Amer- 
icans currently playing Paris, Babe 
Wallace and Gordon Heath. A 
French colored boy, Diap Abdou- 
laye, has a small part as the maid's 
unrequited lover, while J. P. Ron- 
sillon does a bit as the wife’s coach- 
man, and Antoine Fleury another 
bit as the policeman on the beat. 

As producer, Sainval has done 
well by the play, through neat pe- 
riod dresses and costumes as well 
as a refreshing set Mazi. 


R. I. Symph Season 
Providence, Dec. 6 
Island Philharmonic 
conducted by Francis Madeira, will 
open its fifth season today (6) at 
School of Design Auditorium here, 
with Joan Lloyd, pianist-wife of 
N. Y. Herald Tribune critic Fran- 
cis Perkins, as soloist. Orch will 
do same program in succeeding 10 
days in Newport, Pawtucket, West- 
erly and Woonsocket. 

Orch, now in its fifth season, re- 
ceives a $5,000 annual state grant 
for school concerts. It will do 30 
concerts in all this season. 


Thea Rhade 


performances at the Master thea- 
tre. N. Y., beginning Dec. 14... 
Paul Nord, of 20th-Fox's homeof- 
fice staff. authored “Haven in the 
Dark,” slated for off-Broadway 


production by Originals Only at 
the Charles Weidman _ theatre, 
N. Y., Monday (12)... The Amer- 


ican National Theatre and Acad- 
emy, in association with the Amer- 
ican Theatre Wing, will begin its 
off-Broadway course next Tuesday 
(13) under George’ Freedley’s 
chairmanship, with Richard Beck- 
hard acting as instructor. 

Albert Marre of the Brattle Hall 
theatre. Cambridge, Mass., in town 
last week on a casting assignment 

. Carroll MeComas, back from 
guest-performing in “The Giass 
Menagerie” at Agustana college, 
Sioux Falls. S. D., spoke at the 
ANTA roundtable Friday (2). 

Co-authors Ruth and Augustus 
Goetz returned from Hollywood 
this week after completing the 
screen treatment of Theodore 
Dreiser's ‘Sister Carrie.” for Wil- 
liam Wyler... George Ross has 
succeeded David Lipsky and Philip 


Bloom as pressagent for “How 
Long Till Summer” Dwight 
Deere Wiman has commissioned 


Miriam Brunner to compose the 
score for a play with music based 
on the Heloise and Abelard story, 
for production next season... 
The Press Players, of the N. Y. 
Newspaper Guild club, will pre- 
sent Paul Cutler’s comedy, “Love 
Is a Simple Thing,” Jan. 25-28 
oe Aubrey Blackburn, of the 
Christopher Mann authors’ agency, 
London, sailed this week for Eng- 
land after several weeks in New 
York to see the shows and huddle 
with the firm's U. S. representa- 
tive, Leah Salisbury .. . Show of 
the Month Club has sold almost 
$80,000 in previews, theatre party 
and subscription tickets to “Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” . The 
Oscar Serlins sail in March to 
take a house near Rapallo, Italy, 
for an ext@nded vacation. 

Robert Hector is associate to 
Wolfe Kaufman, pressagent for 
Chery! Crawford’s productions of 
“Regina” and “Closing Door” . . 
George Ross is p.a. for “Alive and 


Kicking” New house man- 
ager assignments out of town in- 


clude Alice MeCarty, at the Ply- 
mouth, Boston, Harry Mirsky, Co- 
onial, Boston; Leo MeDonald, Har- 
ris, Chicago; Andrew Kish Little, 
Selwyn, Chicago; Noah Schecter, 
Cox, Cincinnati .. . With the drop- 
ping of one stagehand last week by 
“Lost in the Stars.” following the 
cutting of two immediately after 
the opening, the Playwrights’ Co. 
is reducing the running expense of 
the Maxwell Anderson-Kurt Weill 
show in an effort to afford an ade- 
quate operating profit on capacity 
business, 





and fugue in modern style. 


m., 
Alec Templeton. Sprague-Cole- 
man, cop. 1936. 
Cathedral in the Pines. 
Charles and Nick Kenny 
Berlin, Inc., cop. 1938. 
Pub., Bourne, Inc.) . 
Change Partners (film: 
free). w., m., Irving Berlin. 
ing Berlin, Inc., cop. 1938. 


w., Mm., 
Irving 
(Successor 


Care- 
Irv- 


Chiapanecas—Whiie There’s Mu-. 


sic There’s Romance. Spanish 
words, Emilio de Torre. English 
words, Alhert Gamse. m., M. V. 


de Campo; arr. by Ricardo Romero. 
Edward B. Marks Music Corp., 
cop. 1938 

Chiquita Banana. w., m 
Mackenzie, Garth Montgomery) 
William Wirges Maxweli-Wirges 
Publications, Inc., cop. 1938 

Falling in Love With Love (The 
Boys of Syracuse). w., Lorenz 
Hart. m., Riehard Rodgers. Chap- 
pell & Co., Inc., cop. 1938 

F.D.R. Jones (Sing Out the 
News). w., m., Harold J. Rome. 
Chappell & Co., Inc., cop. 1938. 

The Flat Foot Floogie. w.. m., 
Slim Gaillard, Slam Stewart and 
Bud Green. Green Bros. & Knight. 
cop. 1938. ‘(Successor Pub., Jewel 
Music). - 

Get Gut of Town 
Me). w., m., Cole 
pell & Co., Inc., 

I Married An 
An Angel). w 
Richard Rodgers 
Corp., cop. 1938 

Jeepers Creepers 
Places). w., Johnny Mercer. m., 
Harry Warren M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1938 

Love Walked In (film: The Gold- 
wyn Follies). w., Ira Gershwin. 
m., George Gershwin. Chappell & 
Co., Inc., cop. 1938. 


Len 
and 


(Leave It to 
Porter. Chap- 
cop. 1938 
Angel (1 Married 
Lorenz Hart m., 
Robbins Music 


(film: Going 


Music, Maestro, Please! w., 
Herb Magidson. m., Allie Wrubel. 
Irving erlin. Inc.. cop. 1938 
|(Suecessor Pub.. Bourne, Inc.) 

My Heart Belongs to Daddy 
(Leave It to Mei. w.. m.. Cole 
Porter. Chappell & Co., Inc., cop. 
1938. 

My Reverie. w.,. m.. Larry Clin- 


ton, based on Debussy’s “Reverie.” 
Robbins Music Corp.. cop. 1938 
The Night Is Filled With Music 


(film: Carefree). w.. m Irving 
Berlin. Irving Berlin. Inc., cop 
1938 

OV Man Mose. w m.. Louis 
Armstrong and Zilner Trenton 
Randolph Santly-Joy, Inc., cop 
1938. 


Pavanne (from: American Sym- 
phonetie No. 2). Piano piece. m.. 
Morton Gould. Mills Music, Ine.., 
cop. 1938. ‘Published for orches- 
tra, Mills Music, Inc., cop. 1939). 

Small Fry. w.. Frank Loesser. 
m., Hoagy Carmichael. Famous 
Music Corp., cop. 1938 

Semper Paratus. Official U. S. 


Coast Guard March Song. w., m., 
Francis Saltus Van  Boskerck. 
U.S.C.G. Cleveland: Sam Fox 


Pub. Co., cop. 1928 by U. S. Coast 
Guard Magazine: assigned 1938 to 
Sam Fox Pub. Co 

September Song (Knickerbocker 
Holiday). w.. Maxweii Anderson. 
m., Kurt Weill. Crawford Music 
Corp., cop. 1938. 

Sing for Your Supper (The Boys 
of Syracuse). w., Lorenz Hart. m., 
Richard Rodgers. Chappell & Co., 
Inc., cop. 1938 

So Help Me. w.. Eddie De 
Lange. m.. Jimmy Van Heusen. 
Remick Music Corp., cop. 1938. 

They Say. w., Edward Heyman. 
m., Paul Mann and Stephen Weiss. 
M. Witmark & Son, cop. 1938. 

This Can't Be Love (The Boys 
of Syracuse). w.. Lorenz Hart. m., 
Richard Rodgers. Chappell & Co., 
Inc., cop. 1938. 

Two Sleepy People. w., Frank 
Loesser. m., Hoagy Carmichael. 
Famous Music Corp., cop. 1938. 

You're a Sweet Little Headache 
(film: Paris Honeymoon). w., m., 
Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger. Par- 
amount Music Corp., cop. 1938. 

You Go to My Head. 
Gillespie. m.. J. Fred Coots. 
Remick Music Corp., cop. 1938. 

You Must Have Been a Beauti- 
ful Baby (film: Hard to Get). w.. 
Johnny Mercer. m., Harry War- 
ren. Remick Music Corp., cop. 
1938. 

Walt Disney produced “Snow 
White.” which Westbrook Pegler 
called “the happiest thing that 
has happened in this world since 
the Armistice.” The charming 
fantasy set the whole country 
humming “Heigh ho-Heigh ho,” 
“Who's Afraid of the Big Bad 
Wolf?” and “Whistle While You 
Work.” Incidentally, the picture 


was a godsend to toy manufactur- | 
ers in the bleak first third of '38, | 


when the recession was at 
were sold, and the Sieberling- 
Latex factory near Akron couldn't 
keep up with the demand for rub- 
ber reproductions of the seven 


eh, 


Cavalcade 


Continued from page 44 


w., Haven. 


its | 
worst. Over 3,000,000 Disney toys | 


dwarfs, even by working 24 hours 
a day. 

, “Listen, the Wind” was a best 
seller, not only because it was 
written by the wife of Charles 
Lindberg, an idolized hero. but be- 
cause Anne Morrow Lindberg 
turned out an exquisitely written 
book and was respected in her own 
right. y 

The Carnival of Swing, at Ran- 
dall’s Island, New York—featuring 
25 bands—drew over 23,000 jitter- 
bugs who listened for five and 
three-euarter hours with such un- 
restrained enthusiasm that police 
and park officers had all they could 
do, according to a report in the 
“Times” the following morning. to 
protect plavers from “destruction 
by admiration.’ 

Thousands of sitdown strikers 
were occupying factories of Gen- 
eral Motors in Flint, Mich. It 
the first major conflict of a wide- 
spread, ugiy. industrial war. which 
developed into something akin to 


was 


civil war. 

Something new in radio was a 
quiz program of mature stature 
“Information Please.” with John 
Kiernan, Franklin P. Adams and 
guests Urban Clifton Fadiman 


added greatly to the smooth 
of the program as quizmaster 

Bingo became the new rage, and 
easily the most popular money 
game in the lL : and 
which generally met with the 
proval of churches 


pac e 


one 
ap- 


1939 

All the Things You Are 
Warm for May). w., Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2nd. m., Jerome Kern. 
Chappell & Co., Inc., cop. 1939 

Beer Barrel Polka. w.. m., Lew 
Brown, Wladimir A. Timm and 
Jaromir Vejvoda. Shapiro. Bern- 
stein & Co., Inc., cop. 1934 by Jana 
Hoffmanna: assigned and copyright 
1939 by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
Inc. 

Brazil—Aquarela do Brasil. Bra- 
English words. Bob 


(Very 


zilian samba. 
Russell. m., Ary Barroso. South- 
ern Music Publishing Co.. Inc., 


cop. 1939 by Irmaos Vitale, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, and Southern Mu- 
sic Publishing Co., Inc.; assigned 
and copyright 1942 by Peer Inter- 
national Corporation 

Careless. wW., m., 
Eddy Howard and Dick Jurgens 
Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1939. (Suc- 
cessor Pub., Bourne, Inc.) 

Cavalry of the Steppes. (Soviet 
Army song). Russian words, Victor 
Gussev; English words. M. L. Korr 
m.. Lev Knipper. Workers Library 
Publishers, cop. 1939 (in: Songs of 
America, p. 36-370 Also pub- 
lished as (1) “Meadowlands,” Eng- 
lish words by Olga Paul, Edward 
B. Marks Music Corp.. cop. 1942, 
(2) “Meadowland.”” English words 
by Harold J. Rome, Leeds Music 
Corp., cop. 1943. 

Darn That Dream (Swingin’ the 
Dream). w., Eddie De Lange. m., 
Jimmy Van Heusen. Bregman, 
Voeco & Conn. Inc.. cop. 1939 

Do I Love You (DuBarry Was a 
Lady). w., m., Cole Porter. Chap- 
pell & Co., Inc., cop. 1939. 

Frenesi. Spanish words and mu- 
sic, Alberto Dominguez. English 
words, Ray Charles and S. K. Rus- 
sell. Southern Music Publishin 
Co., Inec., cop. 1939; assigned an 


Lew Quadling, 


copyright 1941 by Peer Interna- 
tional Corporation. 

God Bless America. w.. m., Irv- 
ing Berlin. Irving Berlin, Inc., 
cop. 1939. 

I Concentrate On You (film: 


Broadway Melody of 1940). w..m., 
Cole Porter. Crawford Music 
Corp., cop. 1939. 

I Didn't Know What Time It 
Was (Too Many Girls). w., Lorenz 
Hart. m., Richard Rodgers. Chap- 
pell & Co., Inc., cop. 1939. 

(Continued Next Week) 
—___ 


FOR SALE 


beautiful summer theatre. well estab- 
lished, in operation 10 years, 520 new 
seats, air comiitioned, equipped for 
heat, also separate building with 
eocktall bar, liquor leense, dining 
room, kitchen completely equipped. 
living quarters of & bedrooms, 7? 
baths, furnished, fer theatre persen- 
nel, Situated en 2% acres of tand 
adjoining 4-lane highway. Neur Al- 
lentown, Reading, Pottsville. Sacrifice 
for quick sale. 


$15,000 CASH 


Balance fluanced by owner 


Contact Rosalie 8. Bello, Esq. 
1003 Commercial Trust Building 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
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Kathleen Winsor Teo Hot 


‘zines covered include American. 


Next novel of Kathleen (‘Forever Atlantic, Chicago Tribune-N. Y. 


Amber”) Winsor will be published 
sometime in April by Appleton- 
Century-Crefts rather than by Mc- 
millan which handled “Amber.” 
Although the latter tome was highly 
profitable, its theme proved a bit 
too racy for the staid Macmillan 
which reportedly passed up the 
latest Winsor in the interests of 
decorum. 

Untitled as yet, Miss Winsor's 
newest effort is said to be rather 
lengthy and has to do with a “young 
writer whe becomes = successful 
early in life.’ Moreover, the action 
takes place in the present and def- 
initely won't embrace the restora- 
tion period. according to an Apple- 
ton spokesman. 


N. ¥. World-Telly Turnover 

Turnover in the N. Y. World- 
Telegram’s editorial staff last 
week resulted in the dismissal of 
three rewrite men and the hiring 
of as many new ones. Trio exiting 
were -Bud Nelson, Vince Roberts 
and Dean Moore. 

Newcomers include Leo Swaim, 
formerly with the N. Y. Post; 
Harry Glover, ex-Philly Daily 
News, and Bill Longgood who 
comes from the Newark Evening 
News 

Prolific Jack Lait 

N. ¥ Daily Mirror. editor-in- 
chief Jack Lait is resuming a week- 
lv short story in the Sunday Pic- 
torial Review ‘syndicated Hearst 
magazine supplement! Jan. 1, and 
thus completes a 35-year cycle. At 
that time the veteran journalist 
set a present-day journalistic mark 
by writing a short story a day for 
three vears in the Chicago Ameri 
can. It earned him the soubriquet 
of “the modern O. Henry.” Many 
of these stories were subsequently 
published in several book anthol- 
ogies 

Mark Hellinger did this feature 
for many years, and Katherine 
Brush succeeded him upon his 
death. but Lait takes over Jan. 1 
He has five such stories all set up 
in advance 

Lait’s second book. following the 
click of “New York Confidential,” 
written in collaboration with the 
Mirror's nitery-film editor and 
critic Lee Mortimer, is due in 
February. It's “Chicago Confiden- 
tial’ and will be published by 
Crown, instead of the now defunct 
Ziff-Davis ‘just taken over by 
Prentice-Hall', because Lait was 
frankly dissatisfied with his origi- 
nal publisher's merchandizing and 
exploitation methods. The _ third 
of the series will be “Washington 
Confidential.’ but will be non- 
political. Such an objective treat- 
ment of the D. C. locale has never 
been done before. The fourth of 
the series will probably be “Los 
Angeles Confidential.’ 

Lait just returned from Chicago, 
where he attended the Chi Press 
Club's salute to Ashton Stevens, 
dean of American drama critics. 


Authors League Report on Mags 

As part of a survey of current 
editorial policy of major maga- 
zines, the Authors Guild has sent 
its members an interim report cov- 
ering 21 of the largest publica- 
tions. It covers length of stories 
desired, promptness of report on 
manuscripts, minimum price paid, 
rights purchased, commitment to 
purchase, policy on unsolicited 


manuscripts, preportion between 
fiction and non-fiction, return of 
scripts if not 
changes in title and text. 


published and 
Maga- 























Mustrated by Donald McKoy 
© Here's that added sporkle 
for your parties. The celeb- 
rities’ feverites—31 sophisti- 
cated, easy-to-ploy porty 
geomes (including correct 
signels for “The Gome”), 
written with deft humer end 
sevoir faire. INlustrated plus 
diegroms. 

$1.95 ot all bookstores 
PRENTICE-HALL, Inc. 





'News, Collier's, Cosmopolitan, 
Country Gentleman, Esquire, Good 
Housekeeping, Harper's Bazaar, 
Harper's magazine, Holiday, Ladies 
Home Journal, McCall's, Mademoi- 
selle, Reader's Digesi. Redbook. 
Saturday Evening Post, This Week. 
Today's Woman, Woman's Day and 
Woman's Home Companion. 


N. Y. Times’ $1,000,000 Edition 
Sunday's (4) issue of the New 


York Times ran 510.300 lines of 


adveriising—an_  aiitime record 

With open rate of $2.05 per 
agate line. gross ad take was 
around $1,000,000 The pape 
had to turn down 72,000 lines of 
ads—mostly women’s accessories 
lingerie and bras for the magazine 
section—or approximately $140,000 
worth of biz. 


Show Biz Tomes in Z-D Shift 

Transfer of 104 Ziff-Davis titles 
to Prentice-Hall, including trade 
books. the Little Technical Library 
and the Little Sports Library, af- 
fects Several tomes on show biz 
Among those shted are David 
Ewen’'s Dictators of the Baton” 
and “Men of Popular Music”; 
“Manual of American Dialects”; 

Manual of Foreign Dialects”: 
Mary Peltz’ “Opera Lover's Com- 
panion” and Jack Lait and Lee 
Mortimer'’s New York Confiden 
tial 
Handy's ‘Blues’ Book 

William C. Handy’s new “Treas- 
ury of the Blues” ‘text updated by 
Abbe Niles and pictures by Co- 
varrubias: Boni, $5) contains com- 
plete words and music of 67 great 
songs from  Handy’s Memphis 
Blues” to George Gershwin's 

Rhapsody in Blue.” Niles’ text 
covers the origins and the history 
of the Blues He doesn't confuse 
with the usual mumbo-jumbo of 
the longhairs; he writes clearly 
and simply Laurie. 
More Show Biz Books 

Doubleday is readying a brace 
of books on show business figures, 
with Cosmopolitan mag giving the 
publisher a neat assist. One of the 
tomes may be a biog of Jimmy 
Durante. Joe McCarthy did him for 
Cosmo in next month’s issue. An- 
other is to be on Fred Allen. which 
also was inspired by an Allen piece 
in the Hearst publication 

Fred Astaire may also do one 
Originally it was to be penned by 
the terper’s sister Adele ‘Lady 
Gavendish) with a candid approach, 
but in view of Mrs. Astaire’s ob- 
jections the book will get a less- 
personal angling and more cover- 
age of dance trends. 

CHATTER 

Hy Gardner's piece on “Hecklers” 
in Parade mag. 

Gotham Guide, New York amuse- 
ment guide, now on the newstands 
after 44 vears. 

Time is doing followup of sister 
publication, Life, article on Con- 
nie Hilton, hostel magnate. 

Remo Rossi in Hollywood for a 
month to round up stories about 
filmites for the Rome Times. 

Spike Jones’ berserk autobiog- 
raphy. “How to Be a Musician.” go- 
ing the publishers’ rounds; no deal 
yet 

Profile on _— stunt pressagent 
James Moran by Maurice Zolotow 
in the current ‘Dec. 10) Sateve- 
post 

Novelist - playwright Stanley 
Young. a board member of Farrar. 
Straus, becomes managing director 
Jan. 1. 

James K. McGuinness, once a 
film producer, is writing a novel 
about Hollywood, scheduled fo: 
publication in March 

Rudi Blesh, jazz critic of the 
N.Y. Herald Tribune, has authored 
“Ragtime Days.” which Knopf will 
publish late in 1950 

Liovd Wendt and Herman Kogan 
are completing life of Big Bill 
Thompson, mayor of Chicago, dur- 
ing the roaring ‘20s 

Janet Hotson Baker, formerly 
with the American Friends Service 
committee, has joined Macrae 
Smith as associate editor 

Victor E. Campbell, formerly 
with Funk & Wagnalls, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press and Macmillan, 
has joined Doubleday as an editor 

Pressure ol Esquire-Coronet 
duties will keep publisher David 
A Smort east more than hereto- 
fore in his NY-Chi commutation 
schedule 

Spoit mag honoring top. per- 
formers in 12 major sports ai its 
annual awards dinner at the Hotel 
Astor. N. Y., Jan. 19 

Robert E. Sherwood elected a 
member of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters. He fills a 
vacancy left by the late John Trus- 
low Adams. 

Eleanor 





Counts, film actress, 


| 

| self-publishing her autobiog, “I 
-Bared My Legs,” in cooperation 
with the Fitchburg Press and Art 
Printing Co. 

George Frazier doing two series 
on Time mag and the Chicago 
Tribune, and articles on N. Y. Port 
Authority. baseball, Nantucket and 
Kalph Bellamy for Collier's. 

Dr. William Fishbein, formerly 
editor of the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Assn., has joined 
Doubleday and_ its subsidiary, 
Blakiston, as consultant medical 
editor 

“World Ski Book,” edited by 
Frank Elkins and Frank Harper, 
and published by Longmans 
Green, has hit the book stalls. It's 
a composite of ski information by 
authorities on the subject, includ- 


oR apis 


ng phs 
Prof. Karl H. Bratton, head of 
the University of New Hampshire 
music department and a USO di- 
rector during World War Il. has 
written a book. “Tales of the 
Magic Mirror.” just off the presses 
of the Caxton Printers, Ltd., of 
Caldwell. Idaho 

Third edition of “The Working 
Press of the Nation,” directory of 
newspaper editors, department 
heads, correspondents and column- 
ists. has been published by Farrell 
Publishing. Tome also covers staffs 
of newsreels, feature syndicates, 
news mags and Sunday supple 
ments 

Geo. Hamilton Combs, WMGM, 
N. Y.. commentator, has launched 
a syndicated column, “It’s All 
New York.” under the name of 
George Hamilton. Globe Syndicate 
has placed it in some top dailies 
including St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Cincinnati Inquirer, Nashville Ban 
ner and Miami Herald. 
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your reporter, who was a fellow 
critic in the town when Stevens 
arrived there 39 years ago to take 
over the amusement columns of 
the old Chicago Examiner. Stevens 
Percy Hammond and your corre 
spondent were cronies and he re 
called some of the incidents of the 
davs when Chicago was a humming 
production and long-run point in 
the days of O. L. (Doc) Hall, who 
wired congratulations from New 
York: Amy Leslie, Fred Donaghey 
and Collins, who was then on the 
Post 

The Chicago newspapers covered 
the event as a major story, which 
it was, indicating again that af 
fectionate appreciation of its own 
which is still individual to that 
city. It was a heart-warming gath 
ering, attended only by men who 
have grown gray in their profes 
sion but have never become hard 
in their hearts. 

This reporter greeted them as 
his fellow-members of the journal 
istic GAR—Grand Army of Report- 
ers. 


’ 
Sadler’s Ballet 
————  (ontinued from page | aaa 


$8.300 in a single in Richmond; 
$12.000 in two in Philadelphia; 
$83.000 in 12 in Chicago; $14,000 
in two in East Lansing, Mich; 
$44.000 in 12 in Toronto; $7,000 in 
a singie at Ottawa, Sunday (5) 
and in an advance sellout, will do 
$42,500 in Montreal Tuesday (6) 
through Sunday (11). 
Had to Be Coaxed, Yer 

Amusing sidelight to this terrific 
biz is the fact that local managers 
in most of these towns had to be 
coerced by Hurok originally into 
taking the dates. Sadler's Wells, 
making its first American visit 
wasn't well known here, and it 
wasn't certain at all that its full- 
evening ballet repertory would 
draw. Richmond had to be coaxed 
to take the single date; Philly had 
to be persuaded into taking a sec 
ond Hurok couldn't get a book 
ing in Detroit at all, so went to 
East Lansing on a guarantee 

After the troupe opened in NY 
and got such rave notices, the local 
managers who had signed for one 
or two dates wanted more, some 
trving to wangle a full week, while 
others who hadn't any bookings 
pestered the Hurok office for any 
available 

Although Sadler's came here 
with a heavy setup of a dozen bal 
let productions and 60 dancers, to 
eat into the take. it’s likely to go 
home with from $60,000 to $65,006 
in precious American dollars as 
profit. The British Arts Councti, 
which partly subsidizes the troupe 
in England. advanced about $50.-- 
000 for transportation to America 
and back. and minimal expenses 
This money. however, was in ster 
ling. Not only will the troupe have 
swapped pounds advantageously 
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} SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








eo? 


Very, Iil., Dec. 3. 

A rich man’s malady has laid me low. and what is more worthy of 
pity, | have nothing to show for it. I have gout. 

I, too, was raised in the Punch tradition that gout only happened to 
country squires who were invariably cartooned as having one foot on 
an ottoman before a roaring fire and everyone bumping his bandaged 
extremity. Some even mistook it for a pillow and sat on it. His con- 
dition presupposed that he had eaten and drunk too well too long 

But nobody could charge me, the soul of temperance, with such 
excesses. In a world of tax-deductible orgies. the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue will vouch for the asceticism | have practiced all my life. I 
have neither charged off nor drunk the champagne of others so that 
a producer's picture might get off to a better start In fact | have 
rarely attended such space-grabbing devices 

It's true that at a Hollywood party launching the Ed Wynn television 
show a newspaperman, thinking a gourmet such as | should not be 
allowed to sit through an evening nursing a glass of ice water, had 
swiped a bottle of Jack Benny's champagne while Benny was on a 
table-hopping tour. But I had hardly more than sipped the stuff when 
| discovered to my horror that it was the wrong vintage 

Sure, Like Edgar Allan Poe 

Years ago I played the role of connoisseur of fine wines, but this was 
only for literary purposes. I drank enough to know what | was writing 
about, not so much I couldn't write at all 

There are many who will doubt this How about those Christmas 
parties around Hollywood”?” some will ask Well, I never attend them, 
and no star or studio has ever felt overwhelmed with largesse as far as 
my holiday season is concerned. Of course. now and then a Si Seadler 
will walk in with a litre of champagne, or Carl Brisson and people like 
that will bring their own wines to dinne! 

When it comes to drinking, I have alibis Even when I was a cub 
on the N. Y. Sun, and saturated sweet soaks like Frank Ward O'Malley 
and Eddie Carter would offer to buy me a drink, | used to order milk 
and seltzer ihis | had learned was a drink for those between-benders 
lt raised mv standing to be considered as ore tapering off rather than 
a teetotaler in the wrong calling It made an excellent alibi 


A Likely Story 

But who believes in alibis today’ Even hoods, when picked up by 
the police, have discarded them They don't deny they were present 
at the scene of the crime 'hey either disappear completely into the 
blue, leaving their Cadillacs stranded at the airport, or they wait around 
to be picked up and say, “Sure, | was there” But the dame threw me a 
dirty look that cut me like a knife. and | didn't have a dirty look te 
throw back, so | threw a knife instead 

I have practiced temperance all -vy life, first. because IT enjoy living 
that way and, second, because | thought one day when I really could 
afford it I would go on a Dionysian bender and know what a hangovet 
really felt like I certainly had lived through enough hangovers of 
others 


oor 





What, No Plus For Phil Harris? 

When I think of characters like W. C. Fields, Harry Carey, John 
Barrymore, Jim Tully, Frank Harris and Robert Benchley, to name 
only a few bottle men, | sort of resent that | got gout and they didn't. 

| suspect it might be ungallant to list the women who could drink 
me under the table, but since everybody knows that Isadora Duncan 
could, it can hardly be considered the confessions of a cad to tell of 
her last days 

[I lived in a villa which had been turned into a pension. It looked 
down on the Queen of Roumania’s, which in turn looked down on Isa- 
dora’s studio. This was at the Fabron end of Nice 

Isadora was broke at the time and naturally on reaching the Riviera 
put up at the Negresco, the swankiest hotel in town. The job was to 
find places to be invited for dinne1 She had a standing invitation 
from me for breakfast Breakfast for her was five slugs of Irish whis- 
key Tolly Taylor, the son-in-law of James R. Keene, had given me 
the whiskey for some ghost-writing | had done for him. 


Isadora’s Liquid Diet 

In gratitude she frequently would drive me somewhere for lunch or 
dinner She would drive 30 miles to some celebrity's villa and be 
received with unbridled warmth 

“How about coming to dinner?” 
from Thursday?” 

On the way home Isadora would repeat, “A week from Thursday! 
Why couldn't it be today’ We're starving today!” 

l remember Robert Benchley coming in‘> our living room in a house 
we had near Toluca Lake and perpetua!ly tossing our first-born te the 
ceiling as if both were trying out for the Ringling circus 

His confrere whispered to me, “Bobs not in very good shape—he's 
had 12 whiskey sours this morning See how easily he gets winded’” 

Alt this point I decided that, winded or not. | was going to rescue 
that child from this body-tosser and so | held a bottle in front of 
Benchley, whereupon he immediately dropped the child and reached 
for the bottle Fortunately the child landed on his side or he might 
have grown up to be editor of a DeMille picture. 


“A week 


her hostess would say. 


The Long Way to Gout 

Though there are less parts to me at present than a simple declara- 
tive sentence, | must have lived too well) You simply can't get gout, I 
understand. any other way. It takes a fortune to get uric acid into the 
bloodstream. Ii's like all the work that goes into the making of a 
little atomic bomb, and uric acid crystals can make you feel as if you 
had been hit by one af those bombs 

Though gout normally settles in the feet. since IT am short one of 
same, | seem to have got it in the hands This is even more serious 
than it seems. Though I'm no acrobat | walk on my hands. I gesture 
with them. I write with them. I fight with them 

But | must have used them for some high-class eating, too. Rich 
foods. fine wines. The old gourmet turned gourmand 

If you read much in sacred literature. you will find a surprising 
number of references to one’s hands. You are importuned to lift up 
your hands to heaven, to work with your hands, to pray with them 
clasped 

The New York Cut 

I suppose I should be encouraged to learn that there is a known 
cure for gout. You're expected to give up your foolish ways as well 
What foolish ways?’ Ive been drinking Arrowhead Spring water for 
years. Must I give that up’ Im practically a vegetarian. Do | have 
to forego my legumes’ Must I cut down on New York cuts” 

No. the older way of getting gout was better because then when 
you finally went down under your own follies you’ had something to 
give up. Now all you have is a cure ahead of you. Provided, of course, 
the treatinent doesn't give vou jaundice 


for dollars, in a way, but it is also weeklies coverage, has solidified it 
looked on as having been an ex- as boxoffice, and when it returns 
cellent messenger for goodwill, es- to N. Y. next fall, as anticipated, 
pecially in the business sense. A its expected °% pick up where it 
lift to the buying of British goods leit off with steady SRO biz. 
in the U. S. in anticipated, if it Negotiations for the troupe's re- 
hasn't started already, as a result turn are now under way, and may 
of Sadler's visit. be announced any day now. Sad- 
The visit also reaffirmed Sadler's \jers is likely to stay longer next 
reputation. in America, as one of time, visiting more of America’s 
the world’s finest dance troupes, if large cities. Company is leaving 
not the best. Nationwide publicity for England by plane directly from 
given the troupe, in newspaper and Montreal Monday (12). 
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\the Waldorf-Astoris’s Starlight 
Roof Jan. 22, has been pushed tor- 
ward to Jan. 15 and will be held in 

Kay Schancer exiting RKO after +). hotel's Grand Ballroom to ac- 
longtime association. commodate the large demand for 
Mrs. Louise (Bugs) Baer again reservations. , 
in the New York Hospital. Jose Ferrer and his wife, Phyllis 
S. Gregory Taylor (St. Hill, plane in from Huropean vaca~- 
cue lett a re catate of $1.- tion today (Wed.) after visits in 
14,361. London, Kome, and Paris. Ler | 
Actors’ Temple’s anrual benefit fly to Puerto Rico tomorrow 


; tor festivities in connection with 
Ss Es opening of Carib-Hilton hotel in 


San Juan, P. R. 
The Bill Robinson benefit slated , ' . 
“ity ~A . > Fourth annual highschool mo 
for Bop City Monday (12) has been tien picture comtest, sponsored by 


Broadway 


= H Buckley in St the film department of N. Y. a. 
JA exec arry uckle} : oes as square ol- 
I : to atte d the funeral of his |<) aye We _— -- tt week 
souls to attend ¢ lege, got underway last 

brother, Horace Judging starts May 1, 1950, ac- 


Eimer Leterman’s party offs-to- chairman 
Hawaii this week with stopoffs in 
Hollywood for several days 


Mrs. A. E. Matthews, wife of the 


cordirs to department 
Prot. Nobert Gessner. 
Leopold Friedman, Metro 
veepee-secretary, participating in 
veteran British actor, sailed for the Federation tor Jewish Philan- 
Britain Friday (2) on the Britan- thropies $50,000,000 fund-raising 
nic campaign, Friedman is goal 
4 ; J »hz New York's Hos- 
Danny Kayes held east because ing on behalf of New Yorks Mio: 
of their little girl's eye ailment, pital for Joint Diseases, of which 
which may require medical atten- hes a trustee and v.p. . 
tion in New York Bade Cantor made ihe —_— 
Billy Gould, vet performer and wedding announcement oO ‘ 
former partner of Valeska Suratt, ter Janet's wedding at the — 
ailing again and bedded at his Hershfield dinner, stating he flew 
home, 336 W. 46th Street. in because * Pa = _ 
: , »¢ ve 4 Ie oO le , 
5 '. Freedman, Yonkers Ut€S 480. oungest ; 
mM leaves for Coast to- (Cantor — married Robert 
day (Wed.) where he plans to start Gar, am artist. — 
production on a feature film Broadway and 47th street corne! 
Sam Geison, former publicity (No. 1565 Broadway on the — 
staffer of Columbia and Universal, west side), held since 1859 by t * 
joining up with Michael Hall Asso- Strother J. Murphy family, sol 
ciates public relations outfit for undisclosed sum. It’s the four- 
pe, ; nas story building above the Gotham 
Morton Downey receiving 4 Spe- theatre which originally housed 
—, — yy “-¥ oo Shapiro-Bernstein Music Co. 
at Tuesday's (13) Hotel Astor mee ; ; 
Moms one Biel Ronald Colman, accompanied by 
aad oe Cems ecye, Dust a. his actress-wife Benita Hume, 
Willis Goldbeck, who recently trained to the Coast over the week- 
tt A. =F i hy end after a two-week stay - ton n. 
FURS SORRRY Ssomeey : NeW He'll probably return later this 
York for a combined biz-pleasure winter to attend the world preem 
visit of United Artists’ “Champagne for 
RKO prexy Ned E. Depinet help- Caesar” in which he appears. 
Tock ae fs, Edward Johnson. Metepere gen 
rn Ce year 45 eral manager, and So urok are 
chairman of the motion picture tendering a luncheon at Sherry’s 


division tomorrow (Thurs.) to David L. 
John Barrymore, Jr., in town for Webster, general manager of 
two weeks to beat the drums for Covent Garden, London. Webster 


“The Sundowners,” Eagle Lion will talk on activities of Sadler's 
film in which he has his first star- Wells Ballet and Covent Garden 
ring role Opera Co 

The Sam _ (Times) Zolotows’ The Veep and Mrs. Barkley 
daughter, Suzanne, engaged to wed stopped the show when they made 


Nicholas Freund on Xmas Day, their entrance into “South Pacific” 
which is the prospective bride’s Saturday night after their party of 
birthday six arrived several minutes late. 


Al Horwits, Universal's studio Mary Martin and Dickinson East- 
publicity director, in New York for ham, understudy for the —- 
h.o. confabs after setting plans in Ezio Pinza, stopped A. . ~ 
New Orleans for the world preem owed to the Viee-F “4 ent an 
of “Francis.” then the show continued. 


Diana Lynn in from coast yes- . 
Kansas City 


terday ‘6) for “Theatre Guild on 
By John Quinn 


the Air’ Dec. 11; “We, the People” 

the 16th and the Paul Whiteman ' 

show the 18th. Buddy mages ts — Bs = 
lei P : ; art in ground-breakin » 
Neil Vanderbilt fell in the anton for new hotel in Kansas 

City, Kans. 


bathtub and cracked, «t didn’t 
fracture, his hip last week. How- , a 
ever he resumes his winter lec- K. C. University Playhouse 4 
ture tour this week. ing oe of — a, a 
Tony Muto, Washington rep for poy ay Big . 
20th-Fox's Movietone News, left, . , it " 
for Europe, Friday (2) to make a Skating Vanities making its an 
survey of Continental newsreel pro- Dual visit in Municipal Auditorium 
duction for the company. Dec. 7-11, for one , C. Fire 
Gwen and Ray Bolger sublet the Department's pension fc isit 
Cecil Browns’ 55th St. duplex Patten Hanson — My . 
while the WOR-Mutual newscaster With parents after mon 


: : j irecti ting in 
is doing his stuff from abroad. Orient, directing and ac 
Will be gone several months. troop shows in Japan and Korea. 


Monroe Goodman, Paramount " " 
Minneapolis 


sales exec, takes to the podium 
By Les Rees 


Thursday (8) evening to lecture on 
short subjects and newsreels be- 

Perry Martin orch back at Club 
producer of the Carnival. 


fore the Dramatic Workshop. 
. Paul Graetz, 

click _French-lingo pic, “Devil in’ Maurice Turet here ahead of 
the Flesh,” arriving in New York “Finian’s Rainbow.” 

from Paris late this month to help Gane Sheldon and wife in town 
map national release for the film. «4 pjay convention show. 


Maurice Bergman, exec aide to Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Universal's prez Nate Blumberg, Imogene Coca opening Dec. 23. 
home from a 10-day hospital con- Jerry Lester and Mario & Floria 
finement following surgery. Berg- into Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
man will be back at his desk next race 
week. Doodles Weaver, Earl Bennett 

The Monroe Greenthals pre- and Susan & Fred Barry set for 
miered their new Park Ave. manse Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 
with an al fresco housewarming Dec. 15. 
featured by a rumba competition Hildegarde’s first Minneapolis 
between adman Greenthal and supper club engagement slated for 
Metro's pub-adman Si Seadler Jan. 9 for two weeks at Hotel 

Dorothy Peterson, Hollywood Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 


character actress, heads cast of meine 
>. 
Washington 


two-reel documentary on human 
rights which rolled here Monday 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Nations. New suburban theatre of Sidney 
ey Kramer's pic, “The Men,” and Author-humorist 
Walter Batchelor. former talent Gladys Swarthout hit the box- 
ment. He formerly operated his Loew topper Carter 


(5). Helen van Dongen is pro- 

Everett Sloane, Broadway legit Lust chain being readied as a 
returned from the Coast yesterday 4 Suest here on 
agent, joined 20th-Fox’s home- Office and critical jackpot in her 
Own agency and was associated weekended with the President at 











ducing the film for the United 
nena : a” _ 1,000-seater. 
layer, completed his role in Stan Bennett Cerf 
Washington's 
(Tuesday :. Town Hall program 
office casting and talent depart- concert here last week 


with Monte Proser, operator of Key West, taking with him a print 
the Copacabana, N. Y. 


The Nick Kenny 
dinner, originally 


of Metro's “Battleground” which 
testimonial Truman had missed at sreening 
slated for here. 


Barron- 


London 


Luise Rainer left for a fort- 


night's stay in Paris before re- 
turning to New York. 

Jack de Leon selling the “Q” 
theatre, which he founded near 
Richmond 25 years ago. 

Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin 
opened a new British School of 
Russian Ballet in Chelsea Dec. 6. 

Hyman Zahl, in the London 
Clinic for three weeks for checkup, 
returns to his office next week. 

Outstanding hit at the Water 
Rats ball, at the Dorchester hotel. 
Nov. 27, were Peggy Ryan and 
Ray McDonald. 

After successful 17 consecutive 
weeks starring in vaudeville unit 
for Hyman Zahl, John Boles has 
sailed for New York. 

Old Vie Co. staged Turgenev's 
“A Month in the Country” as the 
third production in their repertory 
at the New theatre, Nov. 30. 

H. M. Tennent’s revival of 
“Hamlet,” which stars Michael 
Redgrave at the Old Vic, with 
Hugh Hunt staging, will have 
Wanda Rotha in role of the Queen. 

Anthony Downing, recently with 
the Rank Organization, has joined 
the Selznick studio releasing di- 
vision as publicity director for 
Britain, Europe and the Middle 
Fast. 

David E. Rose sailed for '' S. 
to fix distribution for his rst 
Coronado picture, “The Witness,” 
starring and directed by Robert 
Montgomery. Pic is scheduled to 
open in London in the new year 
and is being released locally 
iirough Warner. Bros. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Libby Holman is booked for re- 
cital Dec. 16 at Hedgerow theatre. 
Frances Langford made her first 


personal here in 10 years, one 
week at Latin Casino. 

Eddie Davis, of Leon and 
Eddie's, feted Dec. 5 at a party 


given in his honor by Drury Lane 
Inn. 

Palumbo’s Cabaret - Restaurant 
staged cocktail party Dec. 5 for 
600 representative locals to hypo 
lagging Community Chest drive. 

Mac Maguire, WIP broadcaster, 
sold his interest in Club Shaguire 
‘big Central Airport, Camden, 
N. J. spot) to his partners, the 
O'Shea family. 

Basil Rathbone rehearsed with 
Philadelphia Orchestra, acting as 
narrator for new composition by 


Max Steinert, based on Oscar 
Wilde’s “Nightingale and _ the 
Rose.” 


Temporary officers picked for 
recently merged Entertainment 
Managers Assn. and Variety 
Bookers Assn. New organization, 
which represents nearly all Philly 
bookers, will operate with Bob 
Bivewi, as president, and . Joel 
Charles, as secretary-treasurer, un- 
til new constitution is adopted. 

By George F. Gaal 

Four new French pix preemed 
in Berlin. 

Bamberg Symphony Orchestra 
touring France this month. 

Met Opera star Lily Djanel sang 
“Salome” at the Munich Opera. 

Stage and film star Paul Hart- 
mann celebrated his 60th birthday. 

Two French pix starring Anna- 
bella now being synchronized here. 

Rudolf Jugert’s latest pic, “Film 
Without Title,” preemed in Mu- 
nich. 

Soviet - licensed DEFA's opera 
pic, “Figaro’s Marriage,” now com- 
pleted. 

Emeric Madach’s drama, “The 
Tragedy of Man,” to be staged in 
Munich. 

Geza Bolvary shooting Bruckner 
biopic, “God's Symphony,” for an 
Austrian company. 

Gerhard Schindler founded own 
film company, Bundesfilm, to pro- 
duce documentaries. 

Vienna Symphony Orchestra, 
with Herbert Karajan, to tour Ger- 
many early next year. 

Elisabeth Bergner, who com- 
pleted a successful tour of Ger- 
many, now in Scandinavia. 

Junge Film Union in Hamburg 
inked Boleslaw Barlog to direct its 
new pic, produced by Rolf Meyer. 

A new Soviet musical, “The 
Light Way,” starring Ljubow Or- 
ae. to be preemed in the Russian 

eone 


Margot Hielscher, Viktor Staal 
and Otto Wernicke inked for new 
Bavaria Film pic, “The Devil 
Doesn't Sleep.” 

Corona Film, Ltd., Wiesbaden. 
to preem “Walzer der Liebe” 
“Waltzes of Love") soon. Pic stars 


Martha Eggerth and Jan Kiepura 
Junge Film Union started shoot 
ing of “Beautiful Galathea” Pie, 
wroduced by Rolf Meyer, will star 
fannelore Schroth, Winnie Markus 
and Viktor de Kows 
| Boviet-ticensed DEFA now shoot. 





ropean business jaunt. 


ing “The Boat of Hap 
in Potsdam. Pic is rected by 
Hans Heinrich and stars Petra 
Peters and Fritz Wagner. 

20th-Fox’ “I Was a Male War 
Bride” now being synchronized 
into German in Munich. Pic, star- 
ring Cary Grant and Ann Sheri- 
dan, was filmed here last fall and 
will be released early next year. 

Director Viktor Tourjansky, 
back from Spain, shootin 
postwar pic in Munich. Film, titled 
“Chambre Separee,” stars Margot 
Hielscher, Gustav Knuth, Gisela 
Schmidting and Mady Rahl. Georg 
Witt Film Corp. is producer. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

No news from Orson Welles this 
week 

Salvador Dali has left Rome and 
gone to Paris 

Merle Oberon has 
castle in Cannes. 

Peter Ustinov returned to Paris. 
where he’s making a film. 

The De Filippo Co. is at the 
Quirino in “The Small Town.” 

Gracie Fields back from British 
personal appearance tour. 

“The Third Man” being dubbed 
into Italian and will be distributed 
throughout Italy by Minera Films. 

“La Lueciola” (“The Yearling’’) 
playing all the firstrun houses in 
Rome. 

Milton Chase of WLW, Cincin- 
nati, included Rome on his Euro- 
pean trek. 

Many Italian film companies 
making documentaries to be shown 
in other countries to boost tourist 
business 

Virginia Beimont compieted 
“Living on the Cuff” at Scalera., 
and went to northern Italy for a 
few days’ vacation. 

Charlie Beale, American pianist. 
has returned from engagements 
in Lausanne, Geneva, Montreux 
and other Swiss cities. 

Mike Frankovitch planed on a 
business trip to London. Mrs. 
Frankovitch ‘(Binnie Barnes) and 
children remain in Rome. 

“Quel Signore che Venne a 
Pranzo” (“The Man Who Came to 
Dinner”) the Hart-Kaufman com- 
edy at the Eliseo, in Italian, di- 
rected and starred in by Gino 
Cervi, of Italian pictures. 

Victor Pahlen, who produced 
“Pirates of Capri’ in Italy last 
year, will start another pic soon 
this time in France. Dane Clark 
Simone Signieur and Frank Lati- 
more will have the leads in the 
story, written by Henry Kane. 


Buenos Aires 

John Paris signed by 
network. 

Songstress Rosita Serrano had 
purse stolen in local nitery. 

Florence Marly arrives to rejoin 
husband Pierre Chenal, who will 
direct Richard Wright's play, 
“Native Son.” 

Elida Gonzalez, Paramount’s 
Buenos Aires press chief, feted by 
industry before embarking on Eu- 


rented a 





Mundo 


Maria 
mount’s 


Villanueva, of Para- 


office in Chile, wins 


| Queen of Films award to attend 
| Buenos Aires pix convention. 


Americo Aboaf, Universal's Latin- 
American supervisor, to Chile, 
while Robert H. Weiait, J. Arthur 
Rank supervisor for Latin-Amer- 
ica, in for talks with Universal 
and Eagle Lion. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 

George Schaefer from Rome to 
London. 

Barbara Laage starring in new 
Agnes Capri show. 

Margaret Gardner spending 
most of her time in Brussels. 

The David Chudnows to Rome 
for a few days before returning 
to Paris. 

Janet Moore and Jean Turner 
gandering Paris before sailing 
Dec. 15. 

Veteran showman Mitty Goldin 
handed his new Legion of Honor 
at a Tour d’Argent luncheon. 


Copenhagen 
By Victor Skaarup 

Popular singer Holger Hansen 
left the Zigeunerhall Variete after 
12 years. 

“Joan of Arc” at the Grand 
panned by most crix, but drawing 
rather well. 

Statsradiofonien is experiment- 
ing with television, but no Danish 
TV programs are expected for 
three or four years. 

Riddersalen’s performance of 
Tennessee Williams’ “Summer and 
Smoke” was praised in the press, 
especially the work of Jorn Jeppe- 
ven and Lily Widing. 

Terence Rattigan’s “The Brown- 
ing Version” failed to come up to 
expectations at the Frederiksberg 
theatre, where the Danish team of 
Vise Skouboe-Henrik Bentzon are 
managers and stars. 
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a) ___ Hollywood 


| Charles Lang bedded by a virus 
attack. 


Trixie Friganza celebrate 
birthday. . ’ = 
_John Garfield to Gotham to join 
an os 

avi ayne on vacati 

Ojai Valley. - » 

Ronnie Alcorn recovering from 
minor surgery. 


_ Virginia Mayo laid up with 
virus infection. 
Marie McDonald hospitalized 


with heart trouble. 

Ray Milland back in town after 
N. Y. radio broadcasts. 

Joseph H. Hazen in from N. Y. 
for conferences with Hal B. Wallis. 


Paul Kelly heading for Florida 
when he winds his current Sm 
chore 


Jack Wrather and Bonita Gran- 
ville in town after eight weeks in 
Europe 

David Butler tossed private pre- 
view of “Seabiscuit” for hossmen 
at Turf Club 

Barbara Lawrence to New Orleans 
for Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers’ convention. 

Dorothy Lamour guest of honor 
at annual Ladies of Press luncheon 
at Cocoanut Grove. 

Joseph M. Schenck required 
eight stitches in his scalp follow- 
ing fall in his bathroom. 

Gregory Peck in from England 
for Christmas, leaving again Dec 
26 for a film job in London. 

Zachary Scott recovering from 
injuries sustained when thrown on 
rocks by ocean wave near Santa 
Monica 

Archie Neuman in from Ottawa 
to huddle with Z. Wayne Griffin 
about filming “Big Moose” in Brit- 
ish Columbia. 

Shirley Temple granted a di- 
vorce from John Agar on charges 
of cruelty, and awarded custody 
of their daughter 


William S. Hart, Jr., denied 
possession of his late father's 
$250,000 Newhall r:ach, pending 


decision on contested will. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Blue Barron in town for rest. 

Mindy Carson set for Copa City 
date 

Charley (Duffy's Tavern) Cantor 
joined Lord Tarleton sun colony 

Kitty Kallen joins Dean Martin- 
Jerry Lewis show at Beachcomber 
Dec. 22. 

University of* Miami drama 
group presentation of “Comedy of 
Errors” a click, with local crix go- 
ing all out for youngster Richard 
Brewer 

Plenty of activity in niteries this 
week. Lind Bros. join Jackie Miles 
at the Five on Dec. 8. Copa City 
opens with the Olsen and Johnson 


produced “Helzapoppin’ of 1950” 
on Dec. 9. Milt Ross goes into the 
comedy slot at Mother Kelly's. 


Clover Club debuts new show, Dec. 
7. with Paula Bane heading lineup. 
Chez Paree sets off its season 


Dec. 6. 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Jimmy Spitalny goes into New 
York's Cafe Society Dowtown next 
month. 

Samuel Thaviu. Symphony con- 
certmaster, received a $17,000 
Strad on approval. 

- Lee Shubert came in from N. Y. 
last week for a look at “This Is My 
Valley” at Playhouse. 


Georgie Tapps and_ Rosalind 
Courtright heading new show at 
William Penn Hotel’s Terrace 
Room. 


Florence Sando, women’s com- 
mentator on WCAE, returns to 
Playhouse again in “Strang Bed- 
fellows.” 

Phil Katz. at Enright, won WB 
Showmanship Award for managers 
in Pittsburgh zone for fourth 
straight year. 


Chicago 

Eddie Cantor playing one-night- 
er at Purdue U, Lafayette, Ind., 
last week. 

Artists rep Eddie Elkort in town 
casting for an Australian company 
of “Where's Charley.” 

Louis Bromfield, in city for in- 
ternational live stock show, view- 
ing prize cattle from his Ohio 
farm. 

Abby Greshler, manager of Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis, here last 
- to catch boys opening at the 
Chez 

Ashton Stevens, dean of dra- 
matic critics here, honored at ban- 
quet by Chicago Press Veterans 
Assn. as “Press Veteran of Year.” 

Former orch leader Abe Lyman 
here for confabs with Edwin Sil- 
verman, of Essaness Theatre Corp.. 
about booking his production. 
“Singing Guns.” into Oriental. Pic. 
featuring orch leader Vaughn Mon- 
roe and “Mule Train” song, may 
get a Monroe p.a. here if deal jelis. 
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OBITUARIES 


PHILIP BARRY 
Philip Barry, 53, playwright, 
who was the author of “The 





RICHARD RIDGELY 
Richard Ridgely, 80, retired ac- 
| tor who was a founder of the Ship 


Philadelphis Story” and other suc-; Grill Restaurant. N. Y., died Nov. 
ed 


cesses, Dec. 3 of a heart at- 
tack in his apartment at 510 Park | 
avenue, N. Y. 

Born in Rochester, N. Y., Barry 
received his Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree from Yale in 1919. He then 
spent a year in London as an at- 
tache of the American Embassy, 
returned to the United States, and 
devoted approximately a year and 
a half to the study of dramatic 


DAMON 





writing at Harvard, in Professor 
Baker's famous course, English 
47 

While at Harvard he completed 


his first play You and 1.” It won 
a prize at Cambridge, and was pro- 
duced at the Belmont theatre, 


N. Y., in February. 1923. 

The second Barry play, “The 
Youngest.” was presented at the 
Gaiety theatre in October, 1924, 


and ran until early the next year 
In October. 1925, came Arthur 
Hopkins’ production of “In a Gar- 
den,” starring Laurette Taylor. 

A third successive October saw 
a fourth’ Barry play, “White 
Wings.” It was not a financial 
success but many persons whose 
opinions were respected pro- 
nounced its fate a severe reflection 
on the quality of the public judg- 
ment. 

With 1927 came the first de- 
cisive hit Paris Bound,” which 
starred Madge Kennedy and intro- 
duced Hope Williams to the gen- 
eral theatre audiences, who had 
not seen her at the Amateur Com- 
edy Club. With this hit established 
on Broadway, Barry sailed for 
France, where he liked to write 
his plays. and there prepared an- 
other comedy to star Hope Wil- 
liams In 1929 Miss Williams 
scored in another three-act Barry 
comedy, “Holiday.” 

Other Barry plays included 
“Liberty Jones,” “Here Come the 


DAMON 


December 





Clowns.” “Without Love” and 
“Foolish Notion.” the last starring 
Tallulah Bankhead (1945). 

Survived by wife and two sons, 
Philip, Jr. and Jonathan. 


DAME IRENE VANBRUGH 

Dame tIrene Vanbrugh, 76, ac- 
tress who was a dominating figure 
of the British theatre for more 
than half a century, died in Lon- 
don. Nov. 30 

Her stage career extended over 


MAUREEN RIO 


fn sad and loving memory ef my 
darling--Dec. Tith, 1945. 


Always in my thoughts, 
Always in my heart. 


MOTHER 





61 years. She played hundreds of 
roles. In her vouth she was de- 
scribed as one of Britain's greatest 
Shakespearean actresses but later 
comedy became her forte. 

She was the original Rose of 
“Trelawny of the Wells,” and she 
had leading roles in numerous 
plays of Sir James Barrie. 

Around the turn of the century 
she made several tours of East- 
ern cities of the United States, her 
first New York appearance being 
in 1896 in ‘The Chili Widow” at 
the Bijou. Later she appeared at 
the National Theatre in Washing- 
ton. She made several world tours. 

Within the last decade she mace 
several films and recently wrote a 
book. “To Tell My Story.” Her 
husband. Dion Boucicault, actor- 

roducer to whom she was married 
n 1901. died in 1929. 

She was crested a Dame of the 
British Empire in 1941. 


30 at Bay Shore, L. I. 

Ridgely, whose family name was 
Peckover, adopted “Ridgely” for 
stage purposes. He began his 
career as a member of Augustin 
Daly's London Opera Co.. sang 
here in the original production of 
the light opera “Veronique,” and 
in 1891, appeared in the play. 
“Brown of Harvard.” In 1895 he 
sang in the original production of 


ORY OF 


RUNYON 


PAUL SMALL 


“Heart’s Ease,” at the Chiterion 
theatre, N. Y 
Ridgely entered the motion pic- 


ture industry in 1912 as a director 
and directed many of the early 
Edison films. In 1918 he entered 


the real estate business and in 
1924 joined Henry Olin Potter in 
founding the Ship Grill, which 
Potter still operates 

JOHNNIE WALKER 
Johnnie Walker. 55. silent film 


actor, died in New York Dec. 5 


' 
| becoming producer - manage ~ 
the station. He moved to Holl, 
wood after a short stay with NBC 
in Frisco and joined FC&B as 
producer of the Kay Kyser show. 
He is survived by wife and 
daughter. 


ROY HOBBS 

Roy ‘Shorty) Hobbs, 37, hillbilly 
radio performer, died Nov. 29 in 
Middletown, O., of a heart ailment. 
He was with Chuck Swain and the 
Western Rhythm Boys at Station 
WPFB, Middletown, the last two 
years. 

In other years, he was with Log 
Cabin Boys at Wheeling, W. Va.. 
and at WLW, Cincinnati: WHAS 
Louisville, Ky., and WFB, Atlant: 
Ga. 

ROBERT S. M’CALL 

Robert S. M’Call, 70, who was 
treasurer of the Belasco Theatre 
for 30 years during David Belasco's 
lifetime, and later had been with 
several Shubert theatres, died in 
New York, Dec. 4. 

He was a member of the Treas- 
urers Club of America. and of 
Local 751 of the International Al- 
liance of Theatre and Stage Em- 
ployes. 

His wife survives. 

ALBERT C. AMMONS 

Albert C. Ammons, 42, Negro 
pianist, died in Chicago, Dec. 3 
Known as the “Boogie Woogie 
King he achieved fame teamed 
with Pete Johnson, at Cafe Society, 
N. Y., and other intimate spots 
In the reprise of Dixieland music 
several years back he made many 
records. __.. 

Survived by a son, Gene 
leader, another son, and wife. 


band 


MARIA OUSPENSKAYA 
Maria Ouspenskaya, 62, stage 
and screen actress, died Dec. 3 in 
Hollywood as a result of burns suf- 
fered two nights before when a 
lighted cigaret set fire to her bed 
Russian born and a member of 





IN MEMORY OF 


DAMON 


RUNYON 


DAVE LEVY 





Walker started in films with the 
old Edison Studio in New York, 
later going to the Coast where he 
made a number of pictures His 


best role was in Fox's 1920 pro- 
duction of “Over the Hill to the 
Poor House,” starring Mary Carr 


Among his other pic appearances 
were “Old _lIronsides.” In the, 
Name of the Law” and “Gir! of the 
Golden West.” 

Walker later turned to the pro- 
duction of shorts, which he made 
both in New York and Hollywood. 


ORIAM 


RUNYON 


10, 1946 
ED WEINER 


He was also active in legit pro- 
duction and was co-producer with | 
Albert N. Chaperao of “Make 
Yourself At Home.” presented at 
the Barrvmore, N.Y. in 1945 
Surviving are three sisters and 
three brothers Death resulted 
from coronary § trombosis Sery 
ices will be held at the Church of 


Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, Friday 
(9). 
JULIUS COCHARD 
Julius Cochard, 50, violinist, 


composer and leader of a staff orch 
of radio station XEW. Mexico City, 
Dallas 


was killed in the plane 
crash Nov. 29. He was returning 
to Mexico City after a business 
visit to New York. Cochard, born 


in Switzerland. was a naturalized 
Mexican. He had lived in Mexico 
25 years His wife. Carolina, 43, 
also died in the crash 

A daughter survives 


MARY RIX 

Marvy Rix. legit and radio actress, 
died in Manchester, N. H., Nov. 30 

She had played on Broadway 
with Ravmond Massey in “Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois as well as 
being featured in the Peterborough 
Plavers. Manchester Institute Play- 
ers and at the Ogunquit (Me) 
Plavhouse. She also had done radio 
work. including roles in the serial, 
“Our Gal Sunday.” 

Survived by husband 
and a daughter. 


ARNOLD MAGUIRE 
Arnold Maguire, 49, Coast tele- 
vision head of Foote. Cone & Beld- 
ing agency. died Dec. 4 in Holly- 

wood after a lingering illness 
Maguire was a 20-year radio 
veteran. starting with KFRC in 
/ San Francisco as a writer and later 


two sons 


the original Moscow Art Theatre, 
Mme. Ouspenskaya came to the 
U.S. in 1923 and appeared in num- 
erous Broadway plays before going 
into films. In her screen careet 
she appeared in such pictures as 
‘Dodsworth,” “Conquest,” “Love 
Affair.” “The Rains Came.” “Dr 
Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet,” “Waterloo 
Bridge,” “The Man I Married” and 
“The Mystery of Marie Roget.” 
In later years she conducted a 
dramatic school and coached bud- 
ding thesps on the major film lots. 


JOHN A. COWAN 

John A. Cowan, 45, president of 
Carroll Films, Mexico City pic pro- 
duction firm, and a leading Ameri- 
can businessman there, was 
killed in the Dallas airplane crash 
Nov. 29. He had resided in Mexico 
for 25 years. 

Wife and two 
survive, 


young children 


FRANK GREEN 

Frank Green, 69, retired actor. 
died Nov. 29 in the Edwin For- 
rest Home, Philadelphia. Born in 
England, he _ started his stage 
career at 16 in South Africa 

He came to the U. S. in 1906 
and played lead roles in Gilbert 
& Sullivan operettas. 





EDWARD P. FOLSOM 
Edward Presley Folsom, 93 
father of Radio Corp. of America 
rexy Frank M. Folsom, died Nov 
9 at his Amity, Ore., home in his 
sleep. Mrs. Edward Stupfel. of 


THE FAMILY OF THE LATE 


HARRY N. BLAIR 


is grateful to his many friends in the 
film industry for their expressions of 
sympathy on his recent passing. 





Astoria, Ore., and Mrs. A. J. Stup- 
fel of Amity, Ore., beside the RCA 


topper survive 
MRS. BRYAN FOY 
Mrs. Vivian Foy, 53, wife of film 


producer Bryan Foy. died at her 
Nerth Hollywood home Dec 4 
after an illness of several months 

Besides her husband, she is sur- 
vived by a daughter and two 
granddaughters 


HOWARD E. HERRON 

Howard E. Herron, 38, member 
of the Motion Picture Assn’s legis 
lative staff, died Nov. 30 in Hoily- 
wood 

ALEXANDER W. PLENSLER 

Alexander W. Plensier, 52. radio 
researcher who pioneered in the 


Nu, . 2<. 
He was 
Anchor’ Radio 


headed the Belmi 

Mother, 68, of Jack Garb 
ban & Katz publicist, died in . 
cago, Dec. 1. She is survived by 
two other sons and a daughter. 


Mother, 71, of C. B. Allen, busi- 
ness manager of Metro casting of- 
hy died Nov. 29 in Glendale, 
Cal. 


Elinor Troy, 33, former Broad- 
way showgirl, died Nov. 29 at het 
home in Hollywood after a long 
siege ui LUE CUiGea , cid. 

Mother, 80, of Herb Wheeler 
Warner theatre district manage! 
in Chicago, died in Chi, Dec. 1 

Chris Borneman, 54, technician 
at Metro for 17 years, died Nov. 30 
at his home in Beverly Hills. 


Edrick Moore, 62, prop man at 
Paramount for 25 years, died Nov 
29 in Hollywood. 

Harry D. Martin, 65 
at Paramount for 22 years 
Nov. 24 after a heart attack 


technician 
died 


Father, 75, of Nat Lefkowitz 
William Morris Agency treasures 
died in New York, Dec. 3 


Father of Sai Bramson, of the 
William Morris Agency cafe dept 
died Ney 


ov in Aansas City 


Wife, 49, of William Jacobs. vet 


eran Warner Bros. producer, died 
in Beverly Hills Nov. 30 

Joan Dyson to John Short, Glas 
gow, Dec. 3. Bride is dancer. he's 


a crooner (Biddy Logan’) and 


nephew of Elia Logan 
Phyllis Dobuler to 
Lipman, Breoklyn, N. Y 


Robert §S 
Nov. 27 


He’s Panorama mag's N. Y. man 
ager 

Constance Garfield to Tom 
Baker, London, Dec. 3 Bride is 
ballerina with the Markova Bal 
let Co.; he’s a dancer in the Lon 


don production of “Oklahoma' 

Shirley Huston to Jack Corrigan 
Hollywood, Dec. 4 Bride and 
groom are film cutters at Univer 
sal-International 


Tema Schutzman to Norman 
Mervis, Pittsburgh, Nov. 30 He's 
one of theatre-owning Mervis 
Brothers of Pitt 

Edna Metcalf Smith to Bynge 
Whitteker, Toronto, Dec. 3 Hle's 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. pro 
ducer and newscaster 

Dolores McGreer to Larry Conte 
Chicago, Nov. 19 He's BMI 
licensing rep in Chi office 

Gloria Kaplan to Ben Starr. Chi- 
cago, Dec. |. He's writer for the 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis radio 
show. 

Mrs. Margaret Gibbins Bride to 
Mark Hawley, Stockton, N. J. Dec 
5. He's an NBC television director 

Connie Sirota to Al Miller, Dee 
4. in New York. He is a mem- 
ber of Leeds Music staff in N.Y. 
bride is former employee there 

riorence Mannix tu Li Col 
Joseph F. Escude, Baltimore, Dee 
3 Bride is with Loew's Inter 
national dept. and is a niece of 
Metro exec FE. J. Mannix 

Janet Cantor to Robert Gari 
Dec 3. Bride is youngest daughter 
of Eddie Cantor: he’s an artist 
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| Radio Listenin | 
“ummm COntinved from page 1 — 
Winchell broadcast, the » rat- 
ing goes back to an average of 1 
This factor, Sindlinger said. cou- 
pled with other indications that 
onty the newest setowners are «till 


addicted to consistent video dial- 
twisting proves conclusively § that 
TV is no longer a novelty but is a 
medium with definite viewing 
habits established 

To prove that the “older” set- 
owners have set viewing habits. 
Sindlinger revealed that audiences 
usually watching shows on WPTZ 
did not switch to other video sta- 
tions last Sunday (4) when WPTZ 
shut down from 4 to 8:45 p.m. be- 
cause of a sound breakdown. Pro- 
grams on Philly’s other two sta- 
tions showed no increase in ratings 
during that time. While the sets- 
in-use figure dropped slightly, it 
was indicated that most viewers 
kept their sets tuned to WPTZ 
waiting for the resumption of 
broadcasting Thus, at 9 pm 
when the “Philco TV Playhouse 
started, its rating was up to the 
norm of previous weeks. During 
the off-the-air period, however. a 
10°~ boost in radio listening wa 
recorded, indicating viewers had 


a look 

Kyser show s 

63 rating ‘with 

Johnny"), “Stop the Mu 

31.4 on WFIL-TV and “Ron. 

was 109 on WCAU-TYV At » 
WPTZ jumped to 26.6, WFIL-TV 
dropped to 9.4 with Morey Amster- 
dam and WCAU-TV was up to 17.2 
forEd Wyaa.-- At 9:12, Kyser was 
28.1 Amsterdam 14 and Wynn 
10.9. while at 9:27, Kyser was 26.6 
Amsterdam 14 and Wynn 12.5 
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com factor applies in spades for 
T’ A top-budgeted show, along 


wit najor network facilities, a! 
rea adds up to $1,000,000 fo: 

2¢ ek whirl. Only the ° giants 
can " / hat kind of oney 
ana a i mr ‘who wx in 
for the early ride " es 
tablish time franchises, have 


alternative but to pull out. Those 
who are staying in want a cert 
fied guarantee that the show war- 
rants the outlay 

ihe flock of cancellation notices 
over the past couple of weeks, plus 
the uncertainties attending other 
bigleague TV entries, point up the 
“haves” and “have nots” when it 
comes to the TV wherewithal, The 
Speidel (watch band) pullout on 
the $15.000-budgeted Ed Wynn 
how. in favor of Came! cigarets’ 
inheritance of the program, indi- 
cates how the sponsorship trends 


are already shifting. 
Bigelow - Sanford’s cancellation 
on the Paul Winchell-Dunninger 


show, as a budgetary expedient, is 
another example. Esso’s willing- 
ness to relinquish its hold on “Te 
night on Broadway,” stems from 
a conclusion that the program's 
payoff doesn’t warrant the coin in- 
volved Even such “heavies” as 
Chevrolet (General Motors) and 
Goodyear Rubber are reported 
having misgivings over the kind 
of coin they're pouring into their 
bigtime TV entries, “Inside USA” 
and the “Paul Whiteman Show 
respectively, reports being that 
both inay pull out in view of the 


limtled excitement they've stirred 
up 

The fact that Milton Berle's 
“Texaco Star Theatre” goes bi- 


weekly instead of once-weekly next 
season stems not only from Berle's 
realization that the pace is too ter- 
rific. tut aiso from the client's de- 
sire to shave costs. 

As the era of coast-to-coast 
video approaches and rate cards 
and talent costs shoot up, it be- 
comes more and more apparent 
that. even as far as the heavy sug- 
ared clients are concerned, the 
alternate-week sponsorship will! be 
the prevailing trend. 


BIRTHS 

Julian Myers 
Hollywoor Nov a. 
fine K at Zit? Fox 

Vir. and Mrs. Danici de Jonge, 
daughter, Hollywood. Nov. 26. 
rather is a sereen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Smith, 
daughter, Chicago, Nov. 30. Father 
is a control room engineer with 
ABC ‘on The Breakfast Club) 

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Ken- 


M aihu us 
Cauuhtet 
bathe « 


nedy son, Hollywood, Dee. 1. 
Father is executive veepee of the 
I. W. Ramsey agency. 


Vir. and Mrs. Everett Lande. son, 


Libertyville, Ul, Nov. 26. Fathe 
is WIND account executive 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Rea. son, 
New York, Nov. 22 Father is a 
legit producer; mother is the 


former legit actress, Betty Wilson 

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Eaker, daugh- 
ter, New York, Nov. 30 Father 
is advertising manager of Show 
Business 

Mr and Mrs 
daughter, Los 
Father is a 
NBC 

Mr. and Mrs 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 27. 
George Wells orch 

Mr and Mrs. Al Gillis, daugh- 
ter. Hollywood, Dec. 1. Father is 
a TV producer 

Mir. and Mrs. William Jaffe. son, 
in New York, Nov. 29. Father is 
member of theatrical law firm of 
Weisman, Grant & Jaffe, N. Y 

Mr and Mrs. Walter Shawlee, 
son. New York. Nov. 27 Mother 
is film actress Joan Fulton. 


Jack Robinson, 
Angeles, Dec 1 
sound technician at 


Stan Bailey. son, 
Father's with 
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IN THE AIR 2 WEEKS ENTERTAINING G.I.’S OVERSEAS 


tse, 
Boston, Mass 
Bozeman, Montana 
Bristol, Tenn.-Va 
Buffalo, N. Y 
Butte, Montana 
Charleston, S. C 
Charleston, W. Ve 
Charlotte, N. C 
Chattanooga. Tenn 
Chicago, !!! 
Cincinnati, O 
Ciarksburg, W. Va 
Cleveland, O 
Columbia, 8. C — 
Corpus Christi, Tex 
Cumberland, Md 


Dalias-Ft. Worth, Tex.... 


Davenport, 
Denver, Colo 
Ces Moines, ta 
Detroit, Mich 
Douglas, Arizona > 
Duluth, Minn.-Superior, W 
Easton, Pa nied alliance ari 
Eau Claire, 

Eimira, N. Y.. 

E! Paso, Tex 

Erie, Pa 

E warseville, 

Fargo, N. D 

Flint, Michigan 

Fort Wayne, 

Fresno, Cai 

Globe, Ariz 

Grand Rapids, Mich 

Great Falis, Montana 
Greenville, S. C 
Harrisburg, Pa 

Hartford, Conn 

Hazelton, Pa 

Helena, 

Hibbing, Minn.. 

Houston, Tex 

Hutchinson, Kans 
Indianapolis, Ind 

Jackson, Miss 
Jacksonville, 

Johnstown, Pa és 
Kaneas City, Mo 
Kingsport, Tenn 
Knoxville, 

La Crosse, Wis 

Lancaster, Pa 

Lewistown, Pa.... 

Lima, O : ; 

Little Rock, Ark 

Los Angeles, Cal 
Louisville, Ky 

Madison, Wis 

Mankato, Minn 

Marinette, Wis 

Medford, Ore 

Memphis, Tenn.. 

Miami, Filia... 

Milwaukee, Wis....... «al 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn. . KSTP 
Missoula, Montana.......... 
Mobile, Ala... 
Montgomery, Ala 
Nashville, Tenn 

New Orleans, La 

New York, N. ¥ 

Norfolk, Va.... 

North Platte, Nebr 
Oklahoma City, Okla 
Omaha, 


Pooria, Ill. 

Philadelphia, Pa... 

Phoenix, Ariz 

Pittsburg, Kans 

Pittsburgh, Pa 

Pocatello, Ida 

Portiand, Me.... 

Portland, Ore “eae 


Prescott, Ariz 
Providence, R. | 
Raleigh, N. C. 
ae Pa 

ev 


Reno, ' 
Richmond, Va 

Rochester, Minn ‘ 
Rochester, N. Y.. 

Safford, Ariz...... . aaa 
Saginaw-Bay City, Mich... 
St. Cloud, Minn 

St. Louis, Mo. ; 


Salt Lake City, Ut 

San Antonio, Tex 

San Diego, Cal. 

San Francisco, Calif 

Santa Barbara, Ca!........ 


| Savannah Gane NBC, 10-10:30 A.M., E.S.T., MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
micr, Seattle, Wash. 000 DIRECT FROM THE COLLEGE INN, HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO 


Sioux Falis, S. D.. 

Spokane, Wash 

Springfield, Mass . 
Springfield. Mo............. 


Syracuse, N. vy NOW BOOKING FOR 1950 -— TOMMY BARTLETT AND HIS AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION SHOW 
ampa,. a ee 

pares Mesto, Ind STREAMLINED TO MEET YOUR INDIVIDUAL SITUATION AND BUDGET — WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 
Ne ogg ia z FOR AVAILABILITY! 
ES 

Twin Falls, Ida... 

Virginia, Minn ae 

Washington. D. C 

ie Tommy Bartlett’ 
Wichita, Ngee eel Radio-TV Representative ad 
! es- Sarre, 


Williamsport, Pa JOHN E. GIBBS “WELCOME 


Wilmington, Del. 


Winston-Salem, WN. C....... WS. 30 Rockefeller Plaza TRAVELERS”’ 
Yuma, Ariz 


Zanesville, O New York 20, N. Y. “the show with « heart” 
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